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REV IT UP!
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DAVIS DOEL-FIN NAVIGATION LIGHT Whatever your boating application, these are the ultimate
STABILIZER The double magnetic system means outhoards for convenience, reliability and portability.
the light attaches everywhere! On
your engine, your spray hood, on
your hoat, inside your cabin and
even on your hat. Almost anywhere
you need a navigational light.

STARTING AT:
US$ 59.40

Uss 33.@

Doel-Fin is the original hydrofoil
developed by an aeronautical

engineer to improve overall T one
performance on all boats with + Super bright battery operated LED light| | FouR STROKE . lrgfirgdtlr?éeghgri?j%%?ﬁ%??é%%?
outboard motors or out drive units. « Double magnetic attachment system « Larger capacity oil reservoir for . Simp;le in design -
« Water proof opti icati i i

N ) o ptimum lubrication « Loop charged induction for smooth
The positive effects include: - 360 degree visibility - Digital CD ignition for easier engine operation and fuel economy
« Greater stability - Compact shape that fits easily in starting, quicker throttle response and
« Consistent planing at lower RPM your pocket. smoother trolling
« Faster out-of-the hole performance ) ) ' « Ultra Low emissions,U.S. EPA and
- Steadier tums, higher top-end speeds NaviSafe accessories also available. CARB approved ’

« Lower bow rise at all speeds.

Budget Marine features a huge inventory of engines, parts and
accessories for easy distribution throughout the Caribbe

N— _
\_ Y, Caribbean Duty Free List Prices. Check your jocal store for final pricing.

CARIBBEAN CHANDLERIES

BUDGET MARINE =2

ANTIGUA « ARUBA + BONAIRE * CURACAO * GRENADA « ST. CROIX « ST. MAARTEN * ST. MARTIN « ST. THOMAS * TORTOLA « TRINIDAD

TORTOLA
ST. THOMAS_ NANNYCAY ST, MAARTEN/
= -~ ST. MARTIN

ST. CROIX

“ANTIGUA

ARUBA
\d ~ BONAIRE
CURACAO

GRENADA
v

TRINIDAD

The Caribbean’s Leading Chandlery www.budgetm




The Caribbean’s Monthly Look at Sea & Shore

www.caribbeancompass.com

MAY 2012 « NUMBER 200
All About You!

A student studies cruisers.... 21

S3Ndve Nv3a

H3HOLVHI L10OS

Five-in-One Fun
BVI Spring Regatta ............... 10

Ile-a-Vache

Haiti’s welcoming haven .......

A Peekat the Peak Super Snaps

Ashore in Nevis..................... 18 Taking underwater shots ..... 28

DEPARTMENTS

Info & Updates
Business Briefs ...
Regatta News
Caribbean Voyaging.
All Ashore

Sailor’s Horoscope................
Cruising Kids’ Corner..
Meridian Passage

Book Review ..
The Caribbean Sky
Readers’ Forum
What’s On My Mind.
Calendar of Events..
Caribbean Market Place..... 42
Classified Ads
Adbvertisers’ Index.

Maxtimgéle: Ad Sales & Distribution - Isabelle Prado
Tel: (0596) 596 68 69 71, Mob: + 596 696 74 77 01
isahelle prado@wanadoo.fr

Rico: Ad Sales - Ellen Birrell

Caribbean Compass is published monthly by
Compass Publishing Ltd., P.O. Box 175 BQ,
Bequia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines.

Tel: (784) 457-3409, Fax: (784) 457-3410

compass@vincysurf.com gBL}glg 4918, el{;tnbul\;[rell@gmaﬂ .com

www.caribb 4 istribution - Sunbay Marina, F:
canbbeancompass.com Olga Diaz de Peréz, 1ol (167) 863 NS pax:(757) 863 5282

Editor. Sally Erdle sunhawnanna@au .com

sall).f@canbbe.a LRI " Py Lucia: Ad Sales & Distribution - Maurice Moffat

Assistant Editor..........co....... Elaine Ollivierre Tel (758) 452 0147 Cell: (758) 720 8432.

jsprat@vincysurf.com mauricemoffat@hotmail.com

Advertising & Distril
tom@caribbeancompass.com
Art, Design & Production......Wilfred Dederer
wide@caribbeancompass.com

shellese@caribbeancompass.com

Compass Agents by Island:

Antigua: Ad Sales & Distribution - Lucy Tulloch
Tel (268) 720-6868

lucy@thelucy.com

Barbados: Distribution - Doyle Sails
Tel/Fax: (246) 423-4600

Curacao: Distribution - Budget Marine C EA
curacao@budgetmarine.com Tel: (5999) 462 77 33
Dominica; Ad Sales & Distribution - Hubert J. Winston
Dominica Marine Center, Tel: (767) 448-2705,
info@dominicamarinecenter.com

Gre nada/Can'lacou/Peﬁte Mammque

Tom

St. Maarten/St. Barth:

Ad Sales & Disfribution' Stephane Legendre
Mob: + 590 690 760 100
steﬂegendre@wanadoo fr

Craigg t. Thomas/USVI: Ad Sales - Ellen Birrell

IgB7) 219 4918 ellenbu-rell@gmall com
istribution - Bryan Lezam:

Tel: (340) 774 7‘331 blezamal@eanhhnk net

St Vincent & the Grenadines:
Ad Sales - Shellese C: ral
shellese@caribbeanc [%ass .com Tel: (784) 457 3409
Distribution - Doc Leshe 1: (784) 529-0970
Tortola/BVI: Ad Sales - Ellen Birrell
l787] gl{) 4918 ellenblrrell@gmall com
ution -
Tel (284) 494- 2833 Fax [284] 494-1584
Trinidad; Sales & Distributio
Boaters' Enterprise Ltd, Tel/Fax (868) 622-6580
sales@boatersenlerpnse com

Venezuela: Ad Sales & Distribution - Patty Tomasik

Ad Sales & Distribution - Karen Maaroufi : (58- . -+ (58-
Cell: [473] 457-2151 Oﬂice (473) 444-3222 Iﬁ;;gﬁ,ﬁ%%s@%g)&%{[&ig ElCe S Rec s
compassgrenada@gmail.

Caribbean Compass welcomes submissions of short articles, news items, photos and drawings

See Writers' Guidelines at www. to sally@cari om.

‘We support free speech! But the content of advertisements, columns, articles and letters to the editor are the sole
responsibility of the advertiser, writer or correspondent, and Compass Publishing Ltd. accepts no

cartbbean marine

Bubliners assoqaton

responsibility for any statements made therein. Letters and submissions 55 e edited for length and clarity.

€2012 Compass Publishing Ltd. All ights reserved. No copy o of this i

s e o 50 T T e O e (e SRR
ISSN 1605 - 1998

except

Cover photos: We take this opportunity to say a hearty ‘thank you’ to the many great photographers who have provided Compass with 200 eye-catching cover images
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Compass covers the Caribbean! From Cuba to Trinidad, from
Panama to Barbuda, we’ve got the news and views that sailors
can use. We're the Caribbean’s monthly look at sea and shore.

“As soon as we arrived in the islands we began hearing
about Caribbean Compass and reading it. We could see
right away that there was a sense not only of readership
but of community built around the Compass.”

— Jack and Bobbie Greer

S/V Moonrise

Click Google Map link below to find the Caribbean Compass near you'
http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?t=h&hl=en&ie=UTF8&msa=0&msid=112776612439699037380.000470658db37 1bf3282d&11=14.54105 -65.830078&spn=10.196461,14 0625&z=6&source=embed




CARIBBEAN COMPASS  PAGE 4

MAY 2012

Info

eSeaClear Launches in Antigua

Clearing into Antigua can now be a faster and more efficient process with a free
on-line service that assists you to clear your vessel through Customs, Immigration and
the Port Authority.

Captains can register and enter information about their vessel(s), crew/passengers
and declarations on-line. Prior to arrival at a new country, the captain simply ensures
the information is accurate for the upcoming voyage and submits a new notifica-
tion. Upon arrival, authorities can access this information to help expedite clearance
through all three border agencies. This service is currently available in English
Harbour, Falmouth Harbour, Jolly Harbour and St. John’s Deep Water Harbour.

Launched three years ago for Customs only, the eSeaClear service has been
developed and enhanced using important user feedback from yacht skippers.
Countries must meet standards for equipment, internet connectivity and staff train-
ing in all departments before they are considered fully compliant fo eSeaClear.

Antigua & Barbuda is the first country to be fully compliant following extensive
fraining and improved facilities and will have an official launch during Antigua
Sailing Week, seeing participants and visiting yachts invited to arrive and depart
using eSeaClear.

eSeaClear is the brainchild of Bob Potter, who says, “We listened to feedback from
our users and developed eSeaClear with the yacht skipper in mind. The captains like
the speedier clearance, plus the data-entry issue of the authorities has been solved.
Everyone wins.”

User feedback constantly improves the service with the ability to frace areas of dif-
ficulty to specific areas (anonymously) and adjust fraining or procedures with imme-
diate results. Says Potter, “If you use the service, please take a few moments to
comment on the experience...good or bad, so that we can continue to improve
the system.”

The service is voluntary. Captains can register with no commitment. Privacy is para-
mount and the information submitted is secure within the border agencies and
never shared with any third party.

There are plans to expand to more Caribbean countries. An iPhone/iPad app is
coming soon as well as the ability to pay mooring and cruising fees online.

Stay tuned.
For more information visit www.eseaclear.com.

Don’t Skip Clearing Into St. Lucial

“A Frenchman, a Canadian and a German walked into a bar....” The rest of this
story would be a joke. But when a French boat, a Canadian boat and a German
boat sailed info St. Lucia recently, the rest of the story was not funny. In late March
and early April, yachts got into difficulties in Marigot Bay, owing to not clearing into
the country on arrival. They were ordered to the marina dock where they were
detained, and fines and legal fees were involved.

In St. Lucia, if you have noft cleared Customs no member of the crew or passenger
is permitted to go ashore. If there is an emergency, the captain (alone) should
report with the yacht’s papers, passports and crew list to the nearest police station
for assistance. The police should in furn contact the Customs Department. Both the
Customs Department and the Marine Police undertake random patrols in St. Lucia
and breaches of Customs and Immigration regulations can lead to heavy penalties.

See more on this topic at www.doyleguides.com/updatesWindwards.htm.

Editor’s note: It is common for yachts stopping for less than 24 hours in a country
and with nobody going ashore fo fly a Q flag and not clear in. The legality of this is
dubious, but the practice is commonly accepted. As far back as August of 2003, we
published an article suggesting that the Eastern Caribbean countries legitimize this
practice. We'll have another look in next month’s Compass.

Yachting Vets Assist at Carriacou Animal Hospital

The sailing
veterinary team

in Carriacou

In January the Grenada SPCA opened an auxiliary animal hospital in Carriacou,
the Carriacou Animal Hospital. The hospital is managed by volunteers including
Hospital Director Kathy Lupke, Veterinary Nurse Shurlyn Matheson and former
Grenada SPCA President Peggy Cattan.

—Continued on next page
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—Continued from previous page His pace has not slowed much as he celebrates his 72nd birthday this year. | can

In February veterinarians from the United States sailing aboard S/V Havana Goodtime, attest to this as | could barely keep up with him on a recent trek. To commemorate
Dr. Tom Barkdall, Dr. Dan Eichhorn, and pharmacist Cindy Barkdall, took time from sail- his 50 years of sharing the treasures of Grenada’s beautiful coastline, peaks, valleys,
ing to help out with some complicated surgeries on four lucky dogs in Carriacou. rivers, and historical artifacts, he dedicated the month of March as a special hiking

The two vets, assisted by Dr. Sibylle Erny, a volunteer vet from Switzerland, per- month with nature-walking enthusiasts meeting every Sunday. The number of hikers
formed the surgeries including a knee operation, a hip surgery and two cryptorchids grew each week, starting with 29 and culminating with 80 hikers joining in a final
(undescended testicles). All surgeries went well and the patients were nursed during coastal and interior hike and ceremony on March 25th in Grenville.
recovery by Nurse Matheson and Dr. Emy at the hospital. The dogs were also vacci- The group gathered under sunny yet hazy skies for a 10:00am departure, led by
nated, neutered and freated for fleas, ficks and skin problems. Telfor, for our four. We started at Soubise, made straight for the secret Amerindian

Since January first, with the help of volunteer vets from the UK, Switzerland, Israel relic, and then on to the Soubise Waterfalls, where some jumped off the falls to cool
and the USA, the Carriacou Animal Hospital has spayed or neutered over 100 dogs down. Next we crossed the river and wound our way past a ruin of a sugar mill that
and cats. With the help of donations they have also vaccinated and treated over operated over 200 years ago. We saw Mont St. Albans, the Catholic retreat for cou-
120 dogs and cats for various diseases and illnesses. ples before they marry.

The Carriacou Animal Hospital is located on the Airport Road, Hillsborough and is We streamed across the landscape in ever-changing groups, making our way on
open Tuesday through Saturday. Phone (473) 443-7177 for an appointment or stop in paths that connect small villages.
while visiting Carriacou and join the “Sponsor a Spay Program”. We picked up more hikers in the small villages and had a quick chat under the

For more information visit www.carriacouanimalclinic.com. shade of nutmeg and cocoa trees. After a long steady serpentine of the terrain we

reached the magical place called Holy Innocents and the rectory house that

Grenada’s Telfor Bedeau: 50 Years of Hikes stands near the church. We then started our final descent.

Laura Smith reports: Most men fished for a living back in 1962 in the town of After two and a half hours we were ready to relax on the beach and enjoy the
Grenville in Grenada, often building their own boats behind their homes on the ceremony and festivities. The pots were put on the fire and the DJ got everyone

singing as he played a local hit. With voracious appetites we ate delicious oildown
and enjoyed the hospitality that was so graciously given fo us. Telfor kept his
speeches to mostly jokes and he explained to the large crowd that had assembled
that it is his greatest desire that the young ones continue his legacy and enjoy their
land and its heritage.

You can arrange a four with Telfor by calling him at (473) 442-6200.
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Venezuela Caution

We've been fold that as of mid-April 18 sailing vessels of five different nationalities
have been detained by the authorities in the Gulf of Cariaco area. While some
boatowners are apparently the innocent victims of a scam involving false paper-
work, the issue has been complicated by other boatowners who reportedly renew
their cruising permits illegally by hiding within Venezuelan waters for a couple of
months, then appearing at a port of entry to “re-enter” the country and get another
18-month permit.

Cruisers planning fo visit Venezuela are advised to be very careful to play by the
rules and make sure your paperwork is completfely legitimate and in order.

Cruisers’ Site-ings
* There are numerous Yahoo groups for cruisers. Cruisers” Network is primarily about
Caribbean and Panama: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Cruisers_Network_Online.
Women Cruisers is at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Women_Cruisers. Trinidad
Cruisers is at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/trinidadcruisingsailorsforum.
§ « There are also Facebook groups for the USVI: www.facebook.com/
beaches of Grenville Bay. Telfor Bedeau was no exception in his youth. But one day groups/255498741169452 and for Trinidad: www.facebook.com/

50 years ago, a group of five local men went out on their very first outing, and since groups/138065706283722, as well as for other islands.

then Telfor has become the most knowledgeable hiking guide in Grenada. He has * Recent visitors fo Bequia have been impressed by the re-designed and rebuilt
logged some 872 hikes in his life, totalling over 13,520 miles. Telfor Bedeau is also the Belmont Walkway that runs along the south shore of Admiralty Bay.

first man to circumnavigate Grenada by rowboat — and by windsurfer! —Continued on next page
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There are plans afoot to extend the walkway right around to Princess Margaret
Beach. Check it out af http://actionbequia.org/belmontwalkwayextension.php.

¢ The first “Above and Underwater Photo Festival of Carriacou” will be held from
June 3rd through 9th. Find out more at www.carriacouphotofestival.org.

Bequia Young Writers
“Hi, we are the Bequia Young Writers and we love fo write stories and poems to enter-
tain you. We meet on Saturday mornings from 10:00am fo noon and we welcome you

to come. We meet at Level in Bequia af the home of Dawn and Ray Goodwin. We
play games, eat, play music and of course, we write, write, and write until all of our
ideas are on paper. In the future we are planning on hikes, field tfrips and picnics.

“We would love if if you could come and visit us to teach us more about writing or
just come and write with us.

“You can contact us at (784) 430-1019 or bequiayoungwriters@gmail.com.”

Carriacou Children’s Education Fund

The Carriacou Children’s Education Fund (CCEF) will hold its 12th Annual Benefit
Auction on August 3rd to raise funds for purchasing school uniforms and textbooks
for needy children of Carriacou to begin the next school year. Other projects
include sponsoring worthy students at TA Marryshow Community College and pro-
viding a hot lunch for hungry Harvey Vale School children. Start cleaning out your
lockers and bilges! If you haven’t even seen or thought of a particular article for
over a year, chances are it is a good candidate for donation. If you have already
made plans to be somewhere else during Carriacou Regatta week (July 29th
through August 6th), consider leaving your donations in the After Ours building at
the head of Tyrrel Bay in Carriacou on your way through. Auction donations may be
left with Georg or Conny at Arawak Divers in the same building, or, if Georg and
Conny are diving, with Phyllis in the grocery store.

For more information contfact ccefinfo@gmail.com.

Welcome Aboard!

In this issue of Compass we welcome new advertisers Austal Marine Services of
Trinidad on page 9; and Monty’s Fish Bar and Grill of Dominica, and the Slipway
Restaurant of Carriacou, both in the Market Place section, pages 42 through 45.
Good to have you with us!

Premier Yacht Repair Centre & Hurricane Haven WYSLC mu ( ;) )

Yacht Services Association of Trinkdad & Tobago = Tel: 1 868 634 4938 « Email: ysatttstt.nett it = www.ysati.org b T P



BUSINESS BRIEFS

Sea Hawk-Sponsored Yacht Takes 2nd in Grenada Sail Fest

The 2012 Grenada Sailing Festival, January 27th through 31st, ended in celebratory
fashion for Sea Hawk Paints. Sea Hawk sponsored Slippery, captained by Peter
Peake of Peake Yacht Services in Trinidad, which took second place overall.

Slippery, a 2004 37-foot custom design by Reichel-Pugh built in South Africa, won
both races on the first day. On the second day, she managed a second in the first
race. Slippery needed two firsts on the last day to maintain her fitle. The day started
with Slippery winning the first race, but she only managed a sixth in the second
race, to take second place overall for the regatta.

For more information on Sea Hawk Paints see ad on page 18.

Cruisers’ Party at Marina ZarPar
Every two or three weeks, Marina ZarPar in the Dominican Republic hosts a free

cruisers’ party with food and a merengue band. The band and the Dominican rum
set the mood for magic.
For more information on Marina ZarPar see ad on page 39.

Second Editions of Two Free Cruising Guides

Free Cruising Guide announces the release of the second edlifion of A Thinking
Man'’s Guide to Voyages South - the Many Facets of Caribbean Cruising and A
Yachtsman’s Guide to Trinidad, both by Frank Virgintino.

The new edifion of A Thinking Man’s Guide fo Voyages South includes an expand-
ed section on the options to leave the North American coast as well as additional
work in *Quadrant N” and its peculiar characteristics. Many of the figures through-
out the book have been enhanced for greater clarity. An index and an active table
of contents are also part of the new edition.

The new edition of A Yachtsman’s Guide to Trinidad includes a directory of vendors
around Chaguaramas of importance fo cruisers, from boatyards and marine equip-
ment dealers fo restaurants and onshore accommodations. The purpose of the
guide is not to describe how to cruise Trinidad, but rather, how to optimize what is
available in ferms of storage and repair facilities for cruisers.

Both books, as well as A Cruising Guide to Puerto Rico, are available as a free
downloadable PDF at www.freecruisingguides.com, and now as an Epub at
Amazon for Kindle and all other EPub bookstores.

For more information see ad on page 31.

World-Class Chef Joins Marigot Beach Club

Diners at Doolittle’s restaurant at Marigot Beach Club in St. Lucia can look forward
to new culinary delights. Executive chef lan Sherlock has joined the team, bringing a
wealth of experience and ideas to the table — literally! His previous work worldwide
ranges from feeding thousands of fsunami refugees in Thailand to developing an in-
house organic farm for a top all-inclusive Caribbean resort.

Next fime you're in St. Lucia, visit Doolittle’s at Marigot Beach Club for fabulous
food in an unbeatable bayside setting.

For more information see ad on page 34.

Updating Guide to Trinidad & Tobago, Barbados and Guyana

Chris Doyle will be putting the final touches on updating his Cruising Guide fo
Trinidad & Tobago, Barbados and Guyana, in Trinidad at the end of this month.

Dynamite Marine is helping with ad sales, so anyone interested in advertising in this
popular guide should contact them. This new edition is likely fo last for four to six
years, which makes advertising a bargain! Your advertising helps Chris Doyle
Publishing fo present the Trinidad marine industry at its best. Contact Dynamite
Marine at (868) 634-4868, 634-4663 or dynamite@tstt.net.t.

For more information on Chris Doyle’s Guides see ad on page 32.

Filmmaker Invites Sailing Community Support

Sailing enthusiasts interested in supporting the arts can now become active
patrons with a click of the mouse. Independent film maker Alexis Andrews is in the
final stages of fiming his documentary Vanishing Sail:

—Continued on next page

Boatbuilder Jasse Compton of Windward, Carriacou

GRENADINES SAILS
& CANVAS * BEQUIA

Services provided:
NEW SAILS
SAIL REPAIRS
U/V COVERS
& FOAM LUFFS
BIMINI, DODGERS
& AWNINGS
DINGHY COVERS
UPHOLSTERY
TRAMPOLINES
STACKPACKS &
LAZY JACK SYSTEMS

hoRTu SAILS

REPRESENTATIVE

Located opposite G.Y.E. (northern side of Admiralty Bay)
Tel (784) 457-3507 / 457-3527 (evenings)
e-mail: gsails@vincysurf.com VHF Ch16/68

B & C FUELS ENTERPRISE

Petite Martinique
The best fuel dock in the Grenadines for:

FUEL  OIL » WATER -

ICE

I — ,.1v

Cheapest prices in the Grenadmes
Unobstructed dock in calm water
16-18 feet of water alongside
Suitable for Large Power Yachts
Easily approached from Carriacou, Union I., Palm I. & PSV

Contact: Glenn Clement or Reynold Belmar
Tel/Fax: (473) 443-9110 email: bandcfuels@gmail.com

BEQUIA MARINA

Open Monday to Saturday 8:00am - 4:00pm
Look for the Big Blue Building and ask for Tony!
Water & Dockage available.

Electric: 110V 30Amp ¢ 240V 50Amp * 3 Phase 100Amp, 50 Hz
Bequia Marina, Port Elizabeth, Bequia,

St. Vincent & the Grenadines
VHF 68 ¢ Phone: (784) 530 9092 or 431 8418
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For all your

NEW FULL CARGO SERVICE

. [IEII regional all-cargo service with
a dedicated freighter aircraft

* More trade options with increased frequency
= Service to 22 destinations
» State-of-the art online cargo tracking
= Fresh food safely delivered throughout the region

* For more information go to liatcargo.com

Contact LIAT or your local Cargo Agent
for full details

—Continued from previous page

A Caribbean Tradition on the Verge of Extinction, and invites the sailing community

to take an active role in its completion by making donations using a new fundrais-
ing medium, Kickstarter.com (www kickstarter.com), the world’s largest funding plat-
form for creative projects.

Andrews decided to invite the public fo back Vanishing Sail when he stumbled upon
Kickstarter while doing research. “The site stood out. It had an entirely different approach
to fundraising than anything | had seen in the past. | thought, why not tell the story of the
production of Vanishing Sail and give our future audience a chance to become patrons
of the film. Filming is 80-percent complete, so we thought we could have some fun
together and give the sailing community a chance fo help us reach our goal.”

The goal is to raise US$48,000 on Kickstarter. Patrons who pledge any amount from
$20 to $5,000 will be rewarded with a commemorative gift pertaining to the produc-
tion of Vanishing Sail.

Filmed in the Grenadines, Vanishing Sail tells the story of frading by sail in the West
Indies, and follows a community of boatbuilders in Carriacou who struggle to main-
tain their tenuous grip on a dying skill. Through a collection of dramatic sailing
scenes, rare archival footage and unprecedented interviews with the last old,
Caribbean sea captains, Vanishing Sail seeks to preserve the legacy of boatbuilding
in the Grenadines and hopes to revive interest in the art form. To follow the story visit
www.vanishingsail.com.

For more information see ad on page 32.

Ondeck Crew Training in Antigua

Ondeck Maritime Training Anfigua continues to expand its range of training cours-
es for leisure and professional crew. The next STCW 95 basic safety training will be on
May 7th, with Ocean Yachtmaster theory on May 8th, and Yachtmaster Offshore,
Day Skipper and Competent Crew every month. SRC Radio and powerboat courses
are run fwice per month. Training continues over the summer.

For more information visit www.ondeck.co.uk/pdf/ondeck-sailing-school-brochure.pdf.

New Sales & Service Manager at Horizon Charters Grenada

Horizon Yacht Charters Grenada has hired John Pirovano as Yacht Sales
& Service Manager.

John will be responsible for strengthening and developing three key areas of business:

* Yacht Sales. Horizon is the Caribbean dealer for Bavaria Yachts; a dealer for
Fountaine Pajot Catamarans; and the dealer for Sea Ray and Meridian motor
yachts for the Southern Caribbean. John will be responsible for developing sales
across the region through a network of sub-agents in each country.

* Yacht Management. Horizon Grenada opened an office at Port Louis Marina in
2010, developing their private yacht management business in this first-class marina.
John will be the first point of contact for private yachts seeking assistance and man-
agement and will continue fo develop this growing side of the business.

« Yacht Brokerage. There is currently no properly established yacht brokerage
company in Grenada. Brokerage will work hand-in-hand with management where
Horizon will take care of a yacht while assisting the owner in its sale.

Originally from New Zealand, John has honed his skills with over 30 years” experi-
ence in the yachting industry with roles varying from yacht sales and service to mari-
na operations and management. He can be confacted atf john@horizongrenada.
com or (473) 536-4956.

For more information visit www.horizonyachtcharters.com/grenada/grenada.htmi.

Dominica Boasts ‘Caribbean’s Best Fish Burger!”

Drop Anchor Bar & Yacht Services is becoming a must-stop spot in Roseau Bay,
Dominica to taste a newly created fresh fish burger that is gaining fame among
locals and visitors alike.

A fresh boneless fish steak (funa and marlin are regularly available choices) is sea-
soned and cooked to tender perfection. The burger, served on locally made fresh
bread, is topped with a house-made capers dressing, cheese, and fresh lettuce,
tomato and onion, all combined for a burst of flavor. It's a reasonably priced, fulfill-
ing and refreshing alternative to a fraditional beef burger or more common fish
preparation methods. This bar, restaurant and yacht services business has put to
good use the fresh daily caught fish available in Dominica.

This fish burger was recently tested by one of Drop Anchor’s regular customers,
Hubert Winston, proprietor of Dominica Marine Center and Dominica Yacht Services
and Compass’s agent in Dominica, who recently traveled fo Florida and throughout
the Caribbean on a mission to find a finer fish burger, but fo no avail, he says. From
Miami to Ft. Lauderdale, St. Maarten, St. Kitts and the Bahamas, Winston said he
“was hoping fo find at least one burger to beat yours, and | was badly beaten!”

He likes the fish burger on wholewheat bun with no dressing, accompanied by coco-
nut rum mixed with LLB (Lemon, Lime & Bitters): ask for it by name (*Winston’s Special”).

Conveniently located in the heart of Roseau Bay with views of Dominica’s southern
countryside, Drop Anchor is easily accessible by dinghy through the newly built
dock. The location offers a laid-back and friendly atmosphere, with ice-cold beers
and an array of cocktails available fo help wash down a fish burger. Drop Anchor
also offers Tex-Mex and Caribbean-inspired bar fare along with yacht services and
free WiFi. And if you like the fish burger, Drop Anchor can also supply yachts with
freshly caught fish from the island.

For more information visit www.dropanchordominica.com.

St. Lucia’s Marigot Bay Welcomes its Largest Yacht
Christy Recaii reports: The megayacht Northern Star would be a standout any-
where. On March 27th she become the largest yacht to ever dock at The Marina at
Marigot Bay, St. Lucia.
—Continued on next page
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Northern Star, built by Lurssen in 2009, is 248 feet long and 45 feet wide, with a
13-foot draft. With a steel hull and aluminium superstructure, registered in George
Town, Cayman Islands, she is Canadian owned. She has a maximum speed of 18
knots and a cruising
speed of 14 knofs.

Available for charter,
Northern Star has a crew
of 25, which includes
Australian, British and New
Zealand nationals, and
can accommodate 12
guests in six cabins.
Captain Craig Franks, from
New Zealand, has been
with the yacht since its
inception and even got
familiar with the vessel that
he would eventually helm
before completion.

"l was in the shipyard
myself through the entire
build so | had two years of

} the design fime, and the
physical building of the ship was just over two years,” Franks said.

Northern Star berthed on the marina’s main dock using the marina’s mooring buoys.
“Handling a yacht of this size in Marigot Bay is made possible by the level of wind
shelter and the complete lack of any fidal currents. The mooring buoy systems have
been carefully designed to enable maneuvers of this sort. Northern Star correspond-
ed to the maximum size for which these systems were designed,” Bob Hathaway,

the Marina Manager at Marigot Bay, explained.

A total of 350 different yachts with overall lengths exceeding 98 feet have berthed
in this marina since it opened in 2006. The previous longest yacht to berth at Marigot
Bay was Siren, a 243-foot motor yacht built by Nobiskrug. Northern Star was sched-
uled to head to St. Vincent & the Grenadines and Grenada. The vessel is also
booked to retun to The Marina at Marigot Bay for two more visits this season before
heading back across the Atlantic.

New Café in Carriacou

Peter Ward reports: Looking for a great casual dining experience in Carriacou? We
were pleasantly surprised by the new Kayak Kafé on the beachfront in Hillsborough,
just around the corner from the bus terminal or a short walk north along the beach
from the jetty.

Sally and Gabriel have created a casual but energizing ambience, and the menu is
diverse enough to cater for almost every dietary requirement. From multi-option break-
fasts o burgers, quiche, fresh salads and wicked cakes, all washed down with fresh-
ground coffee or squeezed juices, there is sure fo be something to tfickle your taste buds.

They will also do take-away orders, and are open every day except Tuesdays from
0700 to 1500 for the kitchen and 1800 for the bar.

For more information contact Sally or Gabriel at (473) 406-2151

or sallyandjinger@yahoo.co.uk.
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Diversity Makes It Distinctive

by Carol Bareuther

A class for IRC-rated yachts, a strong Beach Cat Class and the opportunity for
everyone from inexperienced high school students to an America’s Cup racer are three
points of diversity that make the International Rolex Regatta (IRR) distinct from other
Caribbean regattas. This year’s 39th annual IRR, held March 23rd to 25th out of the
St. Thomas Yacht Club, were proof of this — especially on the scoreboard.

Nine sleek-sailing racing machines came out to compete in the IRC Class.
Unfortunately, one of the hottest contenders, Lord Irvine Laidlaw of Rothiemay’s IRC
52, Highland Fling XII dismasted on the first race of the first day when a lower
spreader broke and the main came crashing down. “The boat was designed for

A

coastal, or island racing, rather than windward-leeward like other TP 52s,” says St.
Thomas’ America’s Cup winning helmsman, Peter Holmberg, who was serving as
tactician on board. “So we were super-excited for this event.” In the end, it was the
Cayman Islands’ Peter Cunningham’s TP 52, PowerPlay, that won. This was
Cunningham'’s first trip to the Rolex regatta, but on the podium he vowed, “We'll be
back next year.”

On the opposite side of the size spectrum, this year’s IRR saw the Beach Cat Class
grow to ten boats — seven of them Hobie 16s. Puerto Rico’s Jorge Ramos and crew
José Mattei successfully defended their title from last year aboard their Hobie 16,
Universal. “It was perfect conditions for us,” says Ramos. “We like 15 knots and we
also liked the combination of courses, some windward-leewards and some distance
courses like the race to the Charlotte Amalie harbor on the first day.”

The four students from St. Croix Central High School who knocked on teacher Stan
Joines’ classroom door and asked to go sailing didn’t know that winning was in the
cards for them. Joines has just bought Tony Sanpere’s J/36, Cayennita Grande, a
multi-time winner in the IRR's CSA Non-Spinnaker Class. “The J/36 is very different
from my Alberg 35 that the kids are used to sailing on,” explains Joines. “We only had
a few hours to practice before the first race, but they did well and learned fast.” Indeed,
Cayennita Grande with its kid-powered crew won this class by a handy five points over
the USA’s Jack Desmond and his bikini-clad crew on his Swan 48, Affinity.

The spot-on nature of the CSA Rating rule showed clearly in the two CSA racing
classes. In both cases, only a half point separated the first- and second-place class
finishers aboard different make and model boats.

In CSA 1, it was St. Maarten’s Andrea Scarabelli driving the Melges 24 Budget Marine/
Gill which beat the USA’s Doug Baker’s Farr 400, Magnitude 400, by 14.5 points to 15.
“It was hard racing against a 40-footer,” says Budget Marine/Gill’s tactician, Chris
Marshall. “Our goal was to start clear from the big boats and sail our own race.”

It was a bittersweet trip to the podium for Puerto Rico’s Jaime Torres and his
Beneteau First 40 Smile and Wave racing team, who lost to fellow islander, Jonathan
Lipuscek, driving his J/105, Darlk Star, by a score of 14 points to 14.5. “We lost a race
yesterday by literally one second — that was the difference between champions and
second place,” says Torres. Meanwhile, it was making no mistakes that spelled the
secret to success for Darle Star. “We concentrated on our boat handling, watching the
wind and current, and keeping an eye on the big boats against us,” says Lipuscek.

Finally, 14 boats raced in the one-design IC24 class, including a team that flew all
the way from Italy to charter one of the boats. Five of the teams hailed from Puerto
Rico, a testament to a growing IC24 fleet on that island. Puerto Rico’s Fraito Lugo’s
Orion handily won this class again making a total of nine Rolex watches he’s earned
sailing Melges 24s, J/24s and IC24s in the IRR. “One race we're first, the next we
were tenth when we got under a cloud in a no wind zone,” says Lugo. “That’s what
makes this a nice class. It's very competitive.”

2012 International Rolex Regatta Winners

IRC 1 (9 Boats)
1) PowerPlay, TP 52, Peter Cunningham, Cayman Islands, 11
2) Antilope, Grand Soleil 46, Willem Wester, Netherlands, 16.5
3) Mayhem, TP 52, Ashley Wolfe, Canada, 20.5
Beach Cats (10 Boats)
1) Universal, Hobie 16, Jorge Ramos, Puerto Rico, 19
2) Time Out, Hobie 16, John Holmberg, St. Thomas, USVI, 21
3) Island Sol, Hobie 16, Paul Stoken, St. Thomas, USVI, 25
CSA Non-Spinnaker (7 Boats)
1) Cayennita Grande, J/36, Antonio Sanpere, St. Croix, USVI, 7
2) Affinity, Swan 48, Jack Desmond, USA, 12
3) Shamrock VII, J/95, Thomas Mullen, USA, 15
CSA 1 (9 Boats)
1) Budget Marine/GILL, Melges 24, Andrea Scarabelli, St. Maarten, 14.5
2) Magnitude 400, Farr 400, Doug Baker, USA, 15
3) Fire Water, Melges 24, Henry Leonnig, BVI, 22
CSA 2 (13 Boats)
1) Dark Star, J/105, Jonathan Lipuscek, Puerto Rico, 14
2) Smile and Wave, Beneteau First 40, Jaime Torres, Puerto Rico, 14.5
3) Lazy Dog, J/122, Sergio Sagramoso, Puerto Rico, 15
IC24 (14 Boats)
1) Orion, IC24, Fraito Lugo, Puerto Rico, 48
2) Cachondo, IC24, Marco Teixidor, Puerto Rico, 70
3) Team Coors Light, IC24, Frits Bus/ Chuck Pessler, St. Thomas, USVI, 75
For full results visit www.yachtscoring.com.



FIVE WAYS TO WIN!

by Carol Bareuther

Lots of racing is a signature feature of the BVI Spring Regatta & Sailing Festival,
which was held out of Nanny Cay Marina, March 26th to April 1st. Witness the rac-
ing classes getting in as many as nine races, the cruising classes some five races and
the one-design 1C24 class a near-record 14 races in the traditional three-day BVI
Spring Regatta. What many sailors may not realize is that there is more than one
way to win. That's because this one-week event is actually five regattas in one!

The Bitter End Cup

A fleet of 48 yachts was raring to race east to the Bitter End Yacht Club in Virgin
Gorda for the Bitter End Cup. Problem was that Mother Nature didn’t cooperate by
providing any wind for the first day of the BVI Sailing Festival. The fleet motored its
way to Virgin Gorda. Then, when winds picked up the next day, the race committee
decided to run a 30-mile course circumnavigating Virgin Gorda race for this com-
petitive group of sailors. Fifteen knots of easterly breeze with flat seas proved awe-
some sailing conditions.

Tom Mullen, the New Hampshire, USA-based owner and skipper of J/95, Shamrock
VII, couldn’t have been more pleased. “The race around Virgin Gorda was fabulous. We
were able to see a side of Virgin Gorda from the water that we don’t normally see.

Shamrock finished second, just 29 seconds behind winner Avatar, a J/160 owned
and driven by Alan Fougere, of Massachusetts, USA, in the Cruising Class.

The Nanny Cay Cup

Mullen got his revenge on the race back to Nanny Cay on the following day. Big
breeze and deep ocean swells provided an added element of tactical challenge on this
22-mile course sailed by a 34-boat fleet. Yet interestingly, Shamrock and St. Croix’s
Stan Joines J/36, Cayennita Grande, tied for first in the Cruising Class by finishing
with exactly the same corrected time.

“We had a new crew aboard, but they learned quickly,” says Tony Sanpere, former
owner of Cayennita Grande who sailed with Joines and his high school students for
the regatta. “This boat is really built for round-the-island racing.”

Gill BVI Match Racing Championships

When fleet sailors were racing back to Nanny Cay, the second annual Gill BVI
Match Racing Championships commenced right outside the marina in the Sir

Francis Drake Channel. Spectators lined the shore to watch the seven teams from
the BVI, USVI, St. Maarten, Peru and USA match off while listening to Denise
Holmberg’s live commentary. At the end of the two-day event, it was the BVI's Colin
Rathbun that won.

“Putting the match racing during the BVI Spring Regatta makes a lot of sense
because the Spring Regatta is the biggest sailing event in the BVI,” says Rathbun.
He added, “We had the best teamwork. We were very relaxed and calm and are
really getting to know what each of us is doing all the time, so that makes for easy
sailing. In match racing the name of the skipper is always in the press, but on our
team it’s Nick Cunha, Henry Leonnig, and Jason Putley who really made the win
possible. Without that great teamwork from those guys, we’d be nowhere.”

Rathbun lost the first two races of the final round, but came back to win against
Guy Mossman, from South Carolina, USA. In third was the only female and only
teenage skipper in the race, the USVI's Nikki Barnes. This was Barnes’ third time
skippering in a match race and her learning curve showed.

BVI Spring Regatta

This main event was even more important this year in light of three major regattas
— Casa de Campo Race Week, the St. Croix International Regatta, and the Puerto
Rico Heineken Regatta — being canceled this year.

The USVI's Paul Davis, who owns and helms the J/27, Magnificent Seven, summed
this up well on the second day of racing. “For us, this is our fifth day of racing for
the season since last year and tomorrow will be our last. It’s just two events, Rolex
and this, for us this year.”

Over 100 boats, everything from the one-design 1C24s to the USA’s Bill Alcott’s STP
65, Equation, competed in 12 classes. Competitors came literally from all over the
world and all over the Caribbean. Two Trinidad teams came north to race.

Peter Peake’s Peake Yacht Services Slippery, a Reichel Pugh 37, tried hard but just
couldn’t catch Great Britain’s Willem Wester’s Grand Soleil 46, Antilope. “As usual
the regatta was a lot of fun for us. Unmatched sailing conditions in one of the most
beautiful places in the world,” says Peake, who finished second in the class.

Trinidad’s Peter Bailee, who owns the Henderson 35, Enzyme, left his boat home, but
jumped on a Moorings 515 bareboat, Sexy and We Know It, with several friends. They
won. “It was my first time sailing in the cruising class,” says Bailee. “We had a ball.”

International Yacht Club Challenge

The Bareboat classes also host the International Yacht Club Challenge. Nine
teams from yacht clubs all over the world competed for the prize of a week’s free
charter from Sunsail. The winner was BK Grondlogistiek team from the Dutch Yacht
Club Ymuiden.

For full results visit wwuw.bvispringregatta.org.
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LES VOILES DE ST. BARTH 2012

Above: The mighty nine-boat Maxi Class on Day Three
Right: Rambler 90 scored four bullets in the four-race series

For the third running of Les Voiles de St. Barth, April 2nd through 7th, the port of
Gustavia, St. Barthelemy was filled with an impressive array of race boats: ocean-racing
maxis including the 90-foot Rambler; classic beauties such as the Olin Stephens-
designed Dorade and the Fife-built yawl Mariella; a trio of IRC 52s, multihulls including
the 66 Gunboat Phaedo, and a mix of Melges, J/boats, and 40-footers.

In only three years, Les Voiles de St. Barth has evolved into a popular stop on the
Caribbean racing calendar, hosting 28 boats in 2010, 48 in 2011, and 65 this year.
The organizers, Francois Paul-Tolede and Luc Poupon, have been keen to build the
event carefully and ensure that the myriad details that help to build a solid event are
considered. This year’s regatta included boats and crews from the US, Canada, the
UK, the Netherlands, Ireland, France, Spain and Lithuania, as well as several top
Caribbean competitors.

Four races were held in a wide range of winds blowing between five and 25 knots,
on four different courses. Races featured a mix of Olympic triangles, short coastal
courses, and a 20- to 30-nautical-mile round-the-island race. The fleet was split into
seven classes: Maxi (21 meters and over), IRC52 (former TP 52s that have been opti-
mized for the IRC rule), Spinnaker I and II, Non-Spinnaker (racer/cruiser), Classic
(vintage/traditional), and Multihull. No fewer than ten Maxis attempted in vain to
chase Rambler 90, the winner of a second trophy after her success in 2010. (It was
Rambler 100, which capsized in dramatic fashion last August off the Fastnet Rock,
which won in St. Barth last year.)

A favorite staple of racing in St. Barth is the round-the-island race. The fleet was
sent anti-clockwise on either a 23- or 17-nautical mile course that included the
island itself as well as neighboring Ile Fourchue. A land-based spectator could eas-
ily follow the fleet around — well, as easily as they could navigate a car along the
island’s windy and narrow roads!

On the Saturday, first place was still in play in more than half the classes going
into the final race in light and variable winds. In IRC52, Spinnaker 1, Non-Spinnaker
Racing, and Multihull classes, only one point separated the first two positions.

In the end, in the Maxi class George David’s USA-based Rambler posted four wins
for the week. He says, “The big advantage we have, especially in lighter air like this,
is we can unload the ballast. Two numbers are important: this boat dry displaces 21
tons and then we add six tons of water ballast to it. Especially in light-air conditions,
if you can get the boat to float higher and take less power to push it like today, we
just slip away. The water ballast is a tremendous advantage.”

This year an IRC class was added in response to the owners’ input. The new class
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proved successful, as racing for the IRC52s was close all week with each of the boats,
Mayhem, Vesper and PowerPlay, winning a race. On the last race day, Jim Swartz’s
Vesper of the USA took a bullet, but it would be Canada’s Mayhem that posted the
best scoreline, to win the class overall.

Spinnaker 1 class came down to a battle between Frits Bus’ Melges 24, Coors Light,
of St. Maarten and Sergio Sagramoso’s J/122, Lazy Dog. of Puerto Rico, which fin-
ished tied on six points, with the Dutch boat winning on a countback by virtue of
their first place finish on the final day.

In Non-Spinnaker, another US boat, Thomas Mullen’s J/95, Shamrock VII, just
held off Antiguan Bernie Evans-Wong's High Tension. Shamrock had come straight
from the BVI Spring Regatta (see report on page 11), where they won their class.
Mullen attributed his boat’s win to a combination of bad luck for some of their com-
petitors and extraordinarily hard work on the part of his crew.

In the Multihull Class, it was Peter Aschenbrenner’s Paradox of France that tied with
Lloyd Thornburg’s St. Barth-based Gunboat 66, Phaedo, and won on countback.

The top three finishers in each class were presented awards. As overall winner of
the Maxi Class, George David, owner and skipper of Rambler 90, was also presented
a Richard Mille Calibre RM 028 timepiece.

The fourth edition of Les Voiles de St. Barth will take place April 8th through
13th, 2013.

Thanks to Kirsten Ferguson for information in this report.

For full results visit www.lesvoilesdesaintbarth.com.
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HARD WORK & TEAM WORK

Bequia Heineken Easter Regatta 2012 held April 5th

I H through 9th and hosted by the Bequia Sailing Club saw a

total of 72 boats registered: 42 yachts and 30 local double-
enders. An estimated one hundred additional power and sailing yachts came to
Bequia to see the legendary local boat races, to follow the yacht races or to simply
enjoy being in Bequia at Easter.

The Yacht Races

The yacht side of the regatta was officiated for the 13th year running by Principal
Race Officer James Benoit from Grenada, working with the Bequia Sailing Club
Race Committee. Two one-design classes — one for the 25-foot Surprise boats
from Martinique, and one for J/24s — a Racing (spinnaker) Class and two Cruising
Classes divided up the yacht fleet.

No fewer than ten yachts made the journey from Martinique to compete. They
were joined by boats from the UK, USA, Netherlands, Austria, Trinidad, Grenada,
Carriacou, St. Vincent, Bequia, St. Lucia, Barbados and Antigua.

New regatta Premier Sponsor, First Citizens, awarded unique teak trophies to
the winners of Friday’s First Citizens Yacht Races and the double-enders’ Big Boat
Challenge, while winners of Sunday’s 16-entry Heineken Single-handed Round-
the Island Yacht Race and Monday’s Heineken Yacht Races all received additional
prizes courtesy of Heineken.

Regatta sponsors United Insurance lent their name to the J/24’s three-race
series on Saturday, with the United Insurance Challenge Trophy going to
Fadeaway from Barbados, skippered by Charlie Gloumeau. The eight-entry J/24
Class included boats from St. Vincent, Barbados, Grenada and St. Lucia, compet-
ing throughout the regatta’s six races. When the final results were tallied,
Fadeaway was the Overall Winner, thereby also taking the J/24 Southern
Caribbean’s Championship Trophy for 2012. Fadeaway’s Russell Corrie said,
“This win was a long time coming. We've come second overall in Bequia twice; we
love Bequia and wanted to win here the most. The team, which has been together
more than five years, did exceptionally well. Our strategy was to be in the top three
in every race — and it worked!” St. Vincent’s Saltfish, skippered by Philip Barnard,
took a well-earned second overall.

Overall winners in the other four classes were: Racing Class: Regis Guillemot
Charter, a Melges 24 skippered by Regis Guillemot of Martinique; Cruising I:
Rasmus, a Swan 43 skippered by Dieter Huppenkothen of Austria; Cruising II:
Bandos, an FF110 skippered by Dirk Gents of the Netherlands. The Surprise Class
was won by GFA Caraibes, skippered by Nicolas Gillet of Martinique, who took
three first places (not to mention first in the Single-Handed race) and Overall
Surprise Class Winner honours for the second year running.

The Double-Ender Races

In the Friday’s inaugural First Citizens Big Boat Challenge, the new 28-footer
Black Berry took part in its maiden race. Owned by the community of La Pompe,
built by a group of Bequia craftsmen led by boat-builder Jarson Hazell and skip-
pered by Orson Ollivierre, Black Berry drew huge crowds of onlookers. With ten
entrants overall, the Big Boat Challenge was won by Skyler from Carriacou, skip-
pered by Benson Patrice.

The 30-boat local double-ender fleet that took part in the weekend's three-race
series — two Heineken Challenges, held on the Saturday and Sunday, and a Mount
Gay Challenge on the Monday — came mostly from Bequia, with five boats coming
from Canouan and two from Carriacou. Overall Winner of the Bank of SVG Trophy
in the hotly contested 28-foot Class 7 was Bequia’s Confusion, skippered by Wayne
Gooding, who said that the secret of his team’s win was simply, “Hard work!”

The other overall winners were Class 1 (Mountain Top Water Trophy): Wisdom,
skippered by Alpheus Osborne; Class 2 (Bequia Sailing Club Trophy): My Love,
skippered by Stanley Harry; Class 5A (Admiralty Transport Trophy): Tornado, skip-
pered by Kingsley Stowe; Class 5B (Bequia Express Trophy): More Worries, skip-
pered by Kimani James; and Ace Plus from Carriacou, skippered by Leo Joseph,
winning overall in Class 6 for the Bequia Sailing Club Trophy.

On Lay Day Sunday, regatta sponsors Bequia Beach Hotel hosted the Regatta’s
Sandcastle Competition and Crazy Craft race in Friendship Bay.

The Bequia Sailing Club thanks Headline Sponsor Heineken (St. Vincent
Brewery), Premier Sponsors First Citizens and the SVG Tourism Authority, and
main sponsors Mount Gay Rum (Bryden’s, St. Vincent), United Insurance,
Mountain Top Water, the Frangipani Hotel, Bequia Beach Hotel, De Reef,
Windward Island Plantation and CK Greaves for their generous support of this
event. Thanks also go to all business and private donors and all the volunteers
within the Sailing Club who worked so hard to make Regatta 2012 another
great success.

Thanks to the Bequia Sailing Club for information in this report.

For full results visit www.begos.com/easterregatta.

WILFRED DEDERER (4)
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ARE WINNERS' KEYS
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Surprise Class winner,
GFA Caraibes

-
Palm Tree Marine, Tabasco
and Joia in Cruising I

Saltfish on its way
to second overall
in J/24s =%

Double-enders’ Class 5A prepares
Jor the start at Friendship Bay
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REGATTA NEWS

Tight Competition in St. Maarten’s Powerade Regatta
A record 40 boats with 65 sailors raced in this year’s
Powerade Multi-Class Regatta organized by the St.
Maarten Yacht Club in Simpson Bay Lagoon on March
17th. Over 12 young sailors travelled from Anguilla and
St. Barths fo compete in the tricky and demanding
condifions. Classes included the RS Vision, LSR 20,
Laser, and Optimist Green, Blue and Red.

In the 22-boat Optimist fleet, Alice Pru won Green
Class and Nathan Smith won the Blue class with only
nine points over seven races! Optimist Red — the larg-
est class of the regatta — saw an incredible perfor-
mance by Leonardo Knol from St Maarten, who won
every race.

In the Laser Class, Bart van Vliet and Bodine Beentjes
were tied on points af the end, but Bodine’s win in the
last race secured her second-place finish behind
Rhéne Findlay, whose nearly-perfect string of bullets
highlighted his talent.

In the LSR 20 foot boats, the star was Caribbean sail-
ing legend Frits Bus with his Team Coors Light.

For full results visit http://result.vg/smyc/minisite ?series_id=4

Act Now: Barbados Mount Gay Rum Regatta

“There are bigger and more competitive Caribbean
regattas, but not one is as close o the true spirit —
potable spirit, that is — of sailing as Barbados” annual
Mount Gay Rum Regattal” — Chris Pastore.
Barbados has become known as a superb regatta
venue, and the Mount Gay Rum Barbados Regatta,
with Racing, Cruising and one-design (Melges and
J/24) Classes, is the island’s premier sailing event.
The deadline for entry forms for this year’'s event is
May 16th.

For more information see ad on page 15.

Scotiabank International Optimist Regatta for June
The Scotiabank International Optimist Regatta is cel-
ebrating its 20th Anniversary, marking two decades
of fostering junior sailing in the Caribbean. Dates for
the regatta and kick-off Sea Star Clinic and Sea Star
Team Race in St. Thomas, USVI are June 18th to 24th.
“We are looking forward to strong representation from
Caribbean sailors this year with a record number of sail-
ors from St. Maarten/St. Martin already registered,” says
regatta director, Margo Lynch. "We have heard from

teams in Canada, New Zealand and Bermuda, in addi-
tion fo large numbers of US sailors.” Over 80 eight- to
15-year-old sailors are expected to attend this St. Thomas
Yacht Club- and Virgin Island Sailing Association-hosted
and Caribbean Sailing Association-sanctioned regafta.
The Sea Star Clinic runs June 18th through June 20th.
Top international coaches from Optisailors.com will
teach the sailors registered for the clinic; registration

WO U

closes on May 15th. The Sea Star Team Racing event is
on June 21st. Registration closes June 20th.

The three-day Scotiabank International Optimist
Regatta kicks off on June 22nd, with final registration
on June 21st.

For more information visit www.styc.net.

ARC 2012 Full Up!

Surpassing the 2011 entry level by early February 2012,
the 27th Atlantic Rally for Cruisers is now fully sub-
scribed, with 230 boats registered to start, but the wait
list is open.

The ARC 2012 departs Las Palmas de Gran Canaria on
November 25th, and finishes at Rodney Bay Marina,
St. Lucia. The passage of 2,700 nautical miles will take

most enfrants between 18 and 21 days. The current
ARC course record is 11 days, 5 hours, 32 minutes and
30 seconds, set by Italian maxi yacht Capricorno in
ARC 2006.

For more information visit www.worldcruising.com/arc.

Antigua

SELDEN

Ferr manilinng

+1 (268) 562-1294

www_antiguarigging.com
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RECKMANN
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Tylaska

+1 (721) 544-4733

www_flkg-marine-rigging.com



MAY 17 - 20, 2012

Carlisle Bay, Barbados, West Indies

| TN Aeleorne 7o %eéome%
) ﬂﬁwf&y Ehure

CLASSES:
Racing A | Racing B | Cruising A | Cruising B |
Melges 24 | ) 24

ENTRIES:

Entry forms may be obtained at all

| websites listed and from the Committee
Desk at The Barbados Yacht Club.

Entries can be submitted directly to the
Organising Committee via
* byc@sunbeach.net
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* " Web addresses:
LA www.mountgayrum.com

& www.barbadosyachtclub.com
www.sailbarbados.com

Can't make this year's Regatta? Don't miss next year's from May 16th - 19th, 2013
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ARIBEAN VOYAGING

A Cruise

Part 1: Ile-a-Vache

by Frank Virgintino

The market at Madame Bernard is crowded and busy

The south sides of the Greater Antilles islands bor-
der the Caribbean Sea. These are far more favorable
coasts than their counterparts on the north sides,
which border the Atlantic Ocean and which coasts
require transiting a lee shore.

There are many reasons why cruising sailors have
not used the south side of Hispaniola to go east and
west. Some have to do with established cruising
routes, others with a desire to avoid a foreign lan-
guage, and still for others a lack of information regard-
ing the southern route: the Caribbean route.

If you are heading east and have come through the
Windward Passage or perhaps from Cuba or Jamaica,
you will arrive first along the south shore of Haiti. Haiti
is not an easy country to cruise through. I know well
because I have cruised parts of it and written a cruis-
ing guide for it (available free at www.freecruising-
guide.com). Haiti has many problems — so many, in
fact, that all cannot even be identified. For the cruising
sailor there is the question of insurance as well as the
question of safety.

These are valid concerns. However, the south side of
Haiti is very different than the rest of the country and
this is especially seen at Ile-a-Vache, which functions
almost as a separate country. The island is located off
the southwest end of Haiti and can be used success-
fully whether heading to Cuba (west) or heading to the
islands out east (Lesser Antilles). The island has

catered to tourism for many years and has an excellent
reputation in this regard.

It has two hotels, one owned by a Frenchman who
has been there many years and a newer one owned by
an American. The bay at the northwest end of the
island is called the Bay of Feret and the village behind
it is Caille Coq. Cruising boats (mostly French) have
called at this island for many, many years. I myself
have stopped here as early as 1994 and much more
frequently in the last ten years. The island has no
electricity, no cars and no banks. It is made up of 36
fishing villages. The primary industry is fishing, fol-
lowed by agriculture and then tourism.

When you anchor in the Bay of Feret you will find a
tranquility that is unimaginable in the 21st century.
The villages are small and neat and the people very
welcoming. The safety record of the island for cruising
boats is excellent. There has been only one reported
incident of theft from a cruising boat and the islanders
assured me that they are angrier about it than those
that suffered the loss.

The language is Creole or French. A few speak some
English. Most sailors do not clear in because there are
no authorities on the island to clear you in. I am not
advocating that you follow suit. In my case I hoist my
Haitian flag and my yellow flag, and over the many
years no one has ever made a comment to me.

Those that do clear in either go to Les Cayes, a town

ough the South Side of Hispaniola

three miles to the north, or ask the hotel staff at Port
Morgan to take their passports for a small fee to the
Immigration office there. In Haiti, most harbors charge
US$10 to $20 per passport for entrance and no fee to
clear out. Customs has no interest in cruising boats
and will usually just ask if you have cargo.

The town of Caille Coq behind the Bay of Feret is
serene. It has about a thousand residents as well as a
school. The walkways are clean and neat and you can
walk past the homes in the morning and say, “Comme
ca va?”, to which you will receive a reply and most
often a smile. I met a fisherman walking along the
beach and asked him about life on “Cow Island” (Ile-a-
Vache). He smiled and said, quite off the cuff, “We
have no milk but we live in peace!”

The school is in the middle of the village and the
students all show up clean and in uniform (brown
pants or skirts and yellow shirts). I interviewed,
during my recent visit, nearly a hundred people. I
asked most of them the same questions. In some
cases | interviewed the mother and father at their
homes with their children present and took some
photos that I will use in the book I am writing about
Ile-a-Vache.

I asked how life was on the island. Virtually all
replied that it was tranquil but lacking in opportunity
and sometimes difficult owing to lack of resources.
(The average Haitian family makes less than US$2,500
per year and many much less than that). However,
they offset their expenses on the island by not having
an electric bill to pay and with their food supplement-
ed by fish and by produce grown in the yard. I also
asked why each family has so many children; the aver-
age is about six.

—Continued on next page
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Most often I received more a smile than any vocalized
answer to this question but when someone did articu-
late an answer it had to do with the value of an
extended family in such circumstances. One of the
questions that I asked that repeatedly received the
same response was, “If you had one wish, just one
wish, what would it be?” Virtually everyone responded,
“Health for me and my family.” Not one said “more
money”, albeit that all would like more.

NOTE: Do not take photos of Haitians without their
permission; they consider it a breach of etiquette.
Shoot crowd scenes or peopled landscapes with
great discretion.

About four miles east of Caille Coq, on the island of
Ile-a-Vache, is the larger village of Madame Bernard.
You can reach it with your boat or by dinghy if the
tradewinds are not too strong, or you can walk to it via
a really beautiful route if you like to walk and do not
mind spending an hour or two each way. Along the
way there are more vistas than I can describe and if I
described them I would still fall short as there is a
sense of simplicity, of nature, that is as much felt as
seen. You will walk through a number of small villages
and along the bays and be able to see beyond the
beyond. It is like walking through a dream. You can do
it on your own or you can find any number of willing
helpers who will escort you for a small fee. The fee
really rests more on your conscience as to what is fair
than it does on coming to an agreement. Fair for a
young man escorting you may be US$20 to $25 for the
day and somewhat less if it is a young boy.

At Madame Bernard you will find an open market on
Monday and Thursdays. It is a scene right out of
National Geographic circa 1950 and not for the para-
noid, as you will feel like Dr. Livingston when he first
arrived in Africa. If you smile and say hello, most will
respond the same way.

I purchased some glazed cashews that were terrific.
Fish is also available but better purchased in Caille

Coq, so that you will not have to carry it back.

After the market you can walk up to Sister Flora's
orphanage, which consists of an orphanage, a school
and a hospital. She caters to about 300 children. At
just under five feet and about 70 years old, Sister
Flora is welcoming and spry. She is a Canadian nun
and has been in Haiti for 35 years. She established the
orphanage at Madame Bernard. She is humble to a
fault and will never ask you to donate or mention reli-
gion to you. In my sense this is as close to visiting
Mother Teresa as can be. She sat down with us for
lunch at the orphanage and made sure to serve each
person personally. Gracious, kind and very commit-
ted, this woman has but one speed and that is her
faith in God. I asked her what makes her sad and she
told me it is when she receives a child who is damaged
in some way and whom people have said is not worth
the expenditure of resources to treat. I hope she is in
charge of my old age home when my time comes.

For many, our lives have become complicated and
pressured. At Ile-a-Vache you will find a place where
the clock stopped many years ago. How long it will stay
like that is anyone’s guess, as on this trip I noticed
that some had cell phones.

When you get back to your boat at Caille Coq, you
can speak with Dou Dou to get your laundry done at
US$7 per load. Jean Jean and his wife run a hut on the
beach that caters to cruising boats. He will cook for you
if you let him know a day in advance what you would
like to eat. Fish is never a problem. The meal will be
served on an old wooden table on which they will put a
tablecloth for you. Your feet will be in the sand and the
wind will blow through the “restaurant without walls”.
Whether you order a bottle of water, soda or the local
beer, Prestige, as you eat and drink and look off at your
boat anchored in the bay, you will have a feeling that
too many of us long for as cruisers that is so rare to
find today: simplicity and perhaps even joy.

Next month: Les Cayes to Isla Saona.

Note: Sister Flora has young volunteers come down
Jrom Canada to assist but most do not have the airfare.
If you spealc French you can reach Sister Flora at (509)
3758-7647 or at oeuvre.stfrancois@gmail.com and
arrange a donation that will enable more help. Or you
can send donations via PayPal to Free Cruising Guide,
which will be spent to purchase dry millc and other sup-
plies which I send from the Dominican Republic month-
ly. Your name will accompany your donation and I will
give you an accounting and a receipt. Please make a
donation and malke a difference. One hundred percent
goes directly to the orphanage. FV
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e

Above: At a community well on the way to Madame Bernard. The little girl has put her dress aside to keep it clean
Left: Estelle was brought to the orphanage near death at two years old. She is now animated and a_joy to be with
Top right: Sister Flora. Her faith is implacable
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Above: Nevis Pealk stands out as the island’s most prominent topographical feature
and almost always wears a shroud of clouds

Left: The author at The Source

Below: At high water there will be a waterfall over this check dam
and full pool beneath

by Devi Sharp

As you approach the small Leeward Island of Nevis from almost any direction the
volcanic cone of Nevis Peak (3,232 feet) stands out as the most prominent topo-
graphical feature and almost always wears a shroud of clouds; clearly an invitation
for exploration. The hike up Nevis Peak required a taxi and a guide so we shelved
that hike in favor of a hike to “The Source”: the source of most of Nevis’s drinking
water, on the south slope of the mountain.

We hopped on a bus going south and asked the driver to let us off at the Golden
Rock Inn. On the short walk from the main road to the Inn’s office we felt like we
were stepping back a few centuries to the sugar plantations of the 1800s. Green or
Vervet Monkeys watched our approach and hid as we got closer. The Golden Rock
Inn is a restored sugar plantation with guest cabins and a restaurant. The plantation
was built from 1801 to 1815 out of coral. The grounds are beautiful and a quick look
at the menu was very inviting... I'll have the coconut-ginger sorbet, please.

The monkeys are another story, but the short story is that they were intro-
duced sometime in the mid-1700s and are originally from Africa. Tourists love to
see the monkeys, but unfortunately the monkeys are very destructive to crops
and local agriculture.

You can pick up a map of the hike route from the office, but a word of caution is
that the map has been copied many times and is not 100-percent legible. The trail
starts at the covered parking area in the gardens of the Inn, traverses some scrubby
brush, paved and dirt tracks and passes a few houses, but once you get on the main
trail and start climbing you will be in lush rainforest with tree ferns, lianas and
mossy rocks. The plumbing for the public drinking water is often beside the trail and
you can see places where the work crew has made repairs in the line. There is a
check dam that was dry on our trip, but in the rainy season there will be a waterfall
and pool. The trail climbs and then descends into a ravine (locally called a ghaut)
and out again. The trail is steep in a few spots and narrow at times, but just keep
following the trail to The Source.

—Continued on next page
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The walk itself is delightful — this hike is not about the destination. Enjoy the
scenery, the vegetation and the gurgling pipes. When you get to The Source you will
see a very tall (about 70-foot) rusty ladder on your left. If climbing 50 some rusty
rungs is not your thing you will not be missing too much. At the top of the ladder
there is short mossy water slide that feeds a small containment pool perched on the

. : L ST B

Some 50-odd rungs up a rusty ladder will get you to the source of The Source

ledge. This pool feeds the pipes for the drinking water. At this point I was very moti-
vated not to slip on the mossy rock. The walk back was very nice and thinking of the
coconut-ginger sorbet put a spring into my step.

Nevis is a charming island and the slow friendly pace is delightful, but unfortu-
nately the government has come up with a very non-cruiser-friendly suite of fees
that make a few days’ stay relatively expensive. The Nevis Air and Sea Ports
Authority (NASPA) have installed 100 yacht moorings along the western or
Caribbean coast of Nevis from Oualie Beach to Charlestown. Using a mooring is
mandatory and you need to ask NASPA for permission to anchor in any other loca-
tion. The following is what we paid for a three-night stay at Nevis for two people in
a 45-foot, 23-ton boat.

Yacht Entry Fee (per boat) 20 EC 20
Customs charge (per boat, per day) 10 EC 30
Port dues (by tonnage) 10 EC 10
Port Charge (by tonnage per day) 5 EC 15
Environmental Levy (per person) 4 EC 8

Harbor Fee (per night) 3 EC

Mooring Fee (size of vessel and number of days*) 67

Total fees EC$159 (about US$59)

* Mooring fees are paid in two categories: up to two days, and two days to one
weelk. You can see the detailed schedule of fees for the moorings
at wwuw.nevisports.com/yachtmooring.asp.
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Directions for the Hike to |
The Source on Nevis I

Take the southbound bus from Memorial Square in Charlestown and ask I
the driver to let you off at the Golden Rock Hotel; there is a very visible sign.
Walk up to the hotel, stop by the office and ask for a trail map for the hike to 1
The Source.

The following directions to the start of the trail only traverse about a third of 1
a mile, but there are ample opportunities to get off course. Once you reach the
footpath to The Source the trail is easy to follow. The trail starts at the covered
parking area just before the office, at the lower left corner as you face the park-
ing lot. Do not take the trail at the upper right corner because that is the loop |
trail for Golden Rock Hotel nature trail.

As you leave the parking lot the trail descends and ascends to cross a small |
ravine on concrete steps. On the other side of the ravine take a left to pass
through a gate and the trail starts here. Once through the gate climb more |
concrete steps to reach an overgrown dirt road. Here you will take a right and
ascend the hill until you reach a paved road. Take a left on the paved road and |
bear right at the next corner to reach a T intersection. At the T, take a left and
you will see the gray tanks for the Stonyhill Reservoir on your right. Walk a
hundred feet and take a right on the paved road going uphill (tanks still on
your right). This paved road turns into the trail. 1

From this point the trail is easy to follow as it is well used and maintained
and it is about an hour and a half to The Source. 1
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THE DIFFERENCE IS
WHAT WE DO AND THE WAY WE DO IT.
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Join us today
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E: sunbaymarina@aol.com

Parcelas Beltran, Bo. Sardinera,
Fajardo, Puerto Rico
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{1 Foodig Pay in St. John

By Heather B. Hamilton

Above: Bananaquits like to eat at Vie's too!

Right: Charles shows us aloe: ‘Smell it. Like chicken soup’

On the north shore of St. John, in the Virgin Islands National Park, lie the Annaberg
Plantation ruins, a well-preserved sugarcane plantation dating from 1718. While the
ruins of the windmill, sugar factory and slave quarters — not to mention the views
— are well worth the trip, plan your visit for a Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday and
you'll have the pleasure of a guided tour of a subsistence garden planted with the food
eaten by islanders after the end of slavery and the plantation economy.

My husband, Philip, and I recently visited the plantation while cruising the Virgins
on our 1978 Hardin Sea Wolf ketch. We were moored on the national park moorings
at Francis Bay, but the plantation is closer to Leinster Bay. It's about a two-mile walk
from Francis and right near Leinster. Both are US$15 per night for secure moorings.

Our volunteer guide, Charles, a lanky man with dreadlocks and a fierce island
accent, created and maintained the garden at the request of the National Park
Service. His enthusiasm for the plants was infectious, as he loped through the garden
grabbing handfuls of vegetation and pressing them into our hands, explaining their
properties in a non-stop, rapid-fire monologue: “Aloe — smell it. Like chicken soup.
Put with some water in a cup and drink. Good for digestion. Also good for the skin.
Soursop leaves. Smell them. Take them home and make a tea. Very calming.” To my
husband, with a sly grin: “Take off your hat. Put them underneath. Now you have
natural air conditioning! Papaya. Guava tree. Cotton — take some seeds and plant
them at home. Avocado, mango — not in season. Pigeon peas — here, taste them!”

Charles shinnied up trees to grab fruit and coconuts for visitors to sample, and
everyone left sucking on pieces of fresh sugarcane and clutching handfuls of aro-
matic bay rum leaves. Our hunger thus piqued for lunch, we headed to the east end
of the island to Vie’s Snack Shack, a local institution.

Vie’s is located out on the East End of St. John, 11 miles from Cruz Bay along

steep, switch-backed mountain roads — or just anchor off the beach in Hansen Bay.
This tiny shack, now run by Vie’s daughter Jasmine, had undoubtedly the best
conch fritters I've ever had, perfectly light and tender, spicy and crispy. Ten dollars
will get you a heaping plate of Vie's famous garlic chicken, beans and rice, coleslaw
and a johnnycake. The chicken managed to hit that summit of fried chicken perfec-
tion: the light, crispy and very garlicky crust split as I bit into the chicken beneath,
releasing the hot juices that made the meat so flavourful and tender. The johnny-
cakes — a Caribbean staple — were like barely-sweet donuts: light, tender fried
dough drizzled with honey, heaven in the mouth.

Bring your beach towel and snorkelling gear: we followed up our coma-inducing
lunch by collapsing on the beach next to Vie's (she charges $2.50 for access) and
snorkelling in the window-clear waters after a short digestive nap in the sun.

Heather B. Hamilton spent 15 years in Washington, DC trying to save the world
before packing it in, buying a sailboat and setting out to see the world in November
2010. She and her husband, Pip, are currently exploring the Caribbean on Picaroon.
Heather is the author of numerous articles and bool chapters, including forthcoming
articles in Cruising World and Blue Water Sailing.
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cht at Rest, Mind at Ease

UPCOMING 2012 CARIBBEAN SAILINGS

JUNE: PORT EVERGLADES > MARTINIQUE = TOULON
OCTOBER: PORT EVERGLADES = NEWPORT = ST. THOMAS - PALMA DE MALLORCA

SAFEST LOADING METHOD—FLOAT ON, FLOAT OFF LESS WEAR AND TEAR ON YACHT SAVE ON
ENGINE HOURS, MAINTENANCE, AND FUEL COSTS =~ MAINTAIN RESALE VALUE = LIGHT MAINTENANCE
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The Blending of Passions:
RESEARCH AND CRUISING

by Erin Heeney

I am dreamer, a traveller, a wanderer, and a wonderer. And it is sailing that unites these qualities in me. I have spent my whole life in and around sailboats. For me there
is nothing else in the world that sustains my mind, body, and soul more than floating on the open ocean with the wind in my sails. As a child, I spent my summer months
on the waters of New Brunswick, Canada, cruising the St. John River and the Atlantic Coast with my parents, and fooling around in dinghies as a student and an instructor
at local learn-to-sail programs. In more recent years, I have had the opportunity on several occasions to join my parents as they cruise the Caribbean Sea. Now I find myself
on the west coast of Canada at Vancouver Island University working on a Master’s of Arts in Sustainable Leisure Management and a thesis that will bring my passions of
sailing, travelling, wandering, and wondering together.

. Leisure is a powerful tool for improving quality of life. Finding a leisure pursuit that sustains the mind,

b body, and soul is something that some struggle to find and others take for granted. Cruisers have

i embraced their leisure and adapted it as a lifestyle. They join the community of cruisers and immerse

themselves in the local communities they visit. This lifestyle is unlike any other I know, and I think that

cruisers have some interesting qualities that could be shared with others to help them find a leisure
pursuit that sustains the mind, body, and soul.

When I started my Master’s degree last August, I had no idea I would focus my research on cruisers.
It was while writing a reflective paper on the sustainability of our preferred leisure pursuit, in my case
sailing, that I realized I had a lot of questions. I also realized that from an academic standpoint, most of
my questions have never been answered. I had found my niche.

I am now about to embark on my first major research project. I'm nervous that I won't “get it right” or
that I'll get in the field and have no idea what to do. I keep reminding myself that I have a great plan, a
great topic, and there are some pretty amazing people out there who will help me to achieve my dreams.
I suppose these feelings are very similar to those experienced by a cruiser as they prepare to leave their
homeport and the comforts of life on land to pursue their dreams.

So, I am now about to embark on my first major research project. My plan is to go to Tyrell Bay,
Carriacou, observe the relationships between cruisers and residents, and meet some pretty amazing
people as I work toward my dream of completing a Master’s degree. This is my plan, and as many people
know, plans change but it is the awareness of this fact that keeps life interesting.

From mid-April to mid-June, I will be with my parents, Pat and Miriam Heeney onboard their sailboat
Skye 1. I will be conducting my research on the interactions between cruisers and local residents in an
attempt to understand the dynamics and the opportunities of cruising as a sustainable tourism option
for small island developing states.

Will Erin Heeney do for the weird and
wonderful subculture of Caribbean cruisers
what Margaret Mead did for Samoan
teenagers? The interactions between cruisers
and locals will be the subject of her
post-graduate research project —

and your input is invited

I think there is something pretty special about cruisers and their interactions with communities that is not seen
in other forms of tourism. Cruising, as you know, is an amazing experience for those who cast off the bowlines for
new and exciting lands. At times romantic, at times stressful, the cruising life may not be for everyone but it is cer-
tainly gaining in popularity. As the anchorages become more crowded and more marinas are built on small islands,
it will become increasingly more important to gain an understanding of the positive and negative impacts of cruising
in order to improve the industry for both cruisers and the communities they visit.

While in Carriacou, I will be conducting interviews with cruisers and local residents. If you live in Carriacou or will
be in the area and are interested in participating or finding out more information, please contact me at erin.heeney@
gmail.com. Even if you're not in Carriacou, I would love to hear from anyone who is interested in this research proj-
ect in order to gain a more regional perspective on cruisers and communities of the Caribbean. I will also be blogging
about my experiences at erinheeney.com — please visit and post a comment to keep the conversation going.
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Port LLouils Marina. Grenada

Where you can choose your own lifestyle

Located safely under the hurricane belt at 12° north,
and at the gateway to the Grenadines, the ‘Spice Island’
of Grenada is fast becoming the summer Caribbean
destination for yacht owners.

Not surprising, when there’s so much going on during
the summer — pageants, parades, carnival and regattas
— but also beautiful secluded coves and beaches where
you can get away from it all and just relax, on the water
or under it.

With that rare combination of world-class facilities

and an authentic and unspoilt Caribbean ambiance,
Port Louis Marina is the perfect base for a summer

of festival, fun or taking it easy. It's your choice.

» Fresh water and electricity

» Black and grey water pump out

» Free broadband Internet

» 24-hour security

» Haul-out, technical and maintenance facilities nearby
» Bar, restaurant and swimming pool on-site

» Berthing assistance

» Chandleries and provisioning services

> Only five miles from the international airport

WWW.CNMARINAS.COM/PLM
ABU DHABI | ITALY | MALTA | TURKEY | WEST INDIES

To add a touch of carnival to your sailing this summer,
contact Port Louis Marina on +1 (473) 435 7431

or email reservations@cnportlouismarina.com

for a personalised quote.

Size

in feet Daily Weekly M
32 $0.82 $0.74 $0.37 $4,812
40 $1.03 $0.93 $0.46 $7,519
50 $1.13 $1.02 $0.50 $10,339
60 $1.24 $1.11 $0.56 $13,534
75 $1.44 $1.30 $0.64 $19,737
80 $1.75 $1.58 $0.79 $25,565
100 $1.80 $1.63 $0.81 $32,896
130 $2.25 $2.03 $0.99 $54,983
150 $2.40 $2.16 $1.05 $65,700

All rates (other than annual) are US$/foot/day.
Electricity and water are charged for separately.

Catamarans are charged at 1.25 times the standard rate.

22 ovis mavina

GRENADA WEST INDIES

Camper &
Nicholsons

YACHTING SINCE 1782

MARINAS
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MAY 2012 NO. 200 The Caribbean’s Monthly Look at Sea & Shore

HAPPY 200!

What Does Caribbean Compass
Mean to You Now?

This May 2012 edition celebrates the 200th issue of Caribbean Compass.

Tom Hopman and Sally Erdle completed a five-year and nine-month circumnaviga-
tion by dropping the hook in Bequia in 1994. With our cruising kitty pegged on “empty”
and, having been spoiled by cruising, with little inclination to go back to worlk in the
crewed yacht charter trade, we needed something new to do. The first issue of
Caribbean Compass came out in March of 1995. Although we wrote a lot of the early
content ourselves, talented sailing friends such as Chris Doyle, Jeff Fisher, Frances
Briniley, Norman Faria, Colleen Ryan and many others quickly stepped aboard. With
great cockpit crew, soon there was a lively forum discussing “the Caribbean Sea and
shore”, featuring a variety of people not afraid to speal their mind, writing on topics
they cared deeply about. This resulted in an always-fresh publication intimately in
touch with its readership. Agents on all key islands handle ad sales and distribution
“on the ground” for their home territories, and the solid support from advertisers for
the Compass concept has been gratifying.

Since Caribbean Compass is a community publication, we thought we’d ask you, the
readers, writers and advertisers, what Compass means to you at this 200th issue
waypoint. Thanks to everyone for being part of the adventure.

A bal of inded and editorial integrity

Information, 1deas opinion, entertainment, a running supplement to the cruising
guides, sponsored by products and services that many of us want or need, Compass
has been my community newspaper since Issue One in '95.

The Readers’ Forum is freedom of speech, a place to question, answer, and pon-
tificate — you’ll find me there now and then. The Forum is a sort of slow-motion
fantasy rum shop in which most of those gathered try to appear sober, yet are
allowed to speak their pieces at equal volume.

As a writer, Compass is a gallery in which to display my work, which is a buzz. Not
only that, if I'd saved all the money I have been paid for dozens of Compass articles
published over many years, I'd have enough for a couple months of cruising.

My compliments to Compass on what I consider to be a good balance of open-
mindedness and editorial integrity. And congratulations on 200 issues — my, what
a job!

Jim “Hutch” Hutchinson

S/Y Ambia

Communication between cruisers and local people

My congratulations on what you have achieved. When
I talk to other cruisers, soon comes the statement, “and
it even gets better every year!” So, we are lured every
month by the next edition — what's new?

What does the Compass mean to me? Every month,
lots of information of every kind. We are informed about
the newest Customs and Immigration regulations, we
can read about destinations where we never have been.
We get ideas where to sail, where to climb a mountain,
where will be a festival or some sort of entertainment.
Then there are the countless results you reached in the
last years with all the officials on the various islands, if
something was not going the “right way”. With the
Compass we have the ability to tell other cruisers and
officials what's going on. We can write about our desires,
our problems, what we would like to have changed. The
Compass is the communication between cruisers and
local people.

1 say “thanks” to all the Compass Crew for the
immense effort you put into the magazine to make it
grow and become what it is today.

Angelika Gruener

S/V Angelos

Helped us live the cruising life when we weren’t cruising

We discovered the Compass when we first went cruising in the late '90s. When we
— Ann, a longtime reader and occasional Compass
contributor and Steve, a longtime reader and occa-
sional Compass photographer — returned to being
dirt-dwellers in Canada, we subscribed (this was
before the Compass was online) and eagerly awaited
its monthly arrival via snail mail. By the time we
both finished reading an issue, it was a patchwork
of holes, as we’'d clipped multiple articles, news bits,
and ads for reference, knowing we’d eventually be
cruising the Caribbean again.

Congratulations on reaching such a whopping
milestone and still giving us great info and
entertainment.

Ann Vanderhoof and Steve Manley

S/V Receta

The first to respect my writing

The Compass was the first to respect my writ-
ing and give me a break by publishing my article
“Facing Challenges” in February of 2004. I will
always be grateful for that, so the Caribbean
Compass means a lot to me. Even though I've
now been writing for many, many years, I regard
the Compass as the platform that launched my
budding writing career.

Congratulations on your 200th edition —
that’s quite a milestone. I wish all at Compass
continued success.

Arlene Walrond

Trinidad

It's ALL about the boating community

Excuse me, but as a long-time contributor
as an author, sometimes poet and advertiser,
it's not about what the Compass means to
me; it’s ALL about what it means to the boat-
ing community, both in the Caribbean and, in
a larger sense, the global cruising world. I've
seen the Compass on salmon-fishing boats in
Alaska, Aegean-based charter yachts, and
Volvo ocean racers. Latitude 38 magazine
called you “one of the finest maritime publica-
tions going”. And you advertise mostly
Caribbean businesses, support local chari-
ties, and have had the good sense to publish
some of my stories!

As an old friend of Sally’s (we've known each
other since 1973), she, Tom and the whole
Compass Crew have my highest esteem for
what they have created. It can’'t have been easy.
To put together a publication like the Caribbean
Compass and distribute it requires enormous
effort, planning and teamwork. (I've had some
experience with this: in Berkeley politics in the
old days, I edited, compiled and distributed a
24-page weekly newsletter that ran 60,000 copies. I got four hours of sleep a night.)

Compass, you're awesome!

William “Billy Bones” Pringle

California

Without it I would lose all track of the goings on

WOW! A 200th Anniversary! Is it Ben Franklin’s Poor Richard’s Almanacik? Nope.
It's Caribbean Compass, without which this superannuated gob would lose all track
of the goings on in the island chain he ranged for so long.

Congratulations, Compass. And bless you all for the talent and toil with which you
cultivated the now prodigious magazine.

Bruce Van Sant

Author of Passages South

The premier guide to yachting in
the Caribbean

Caribbean Compass has proven to be the
premier guide to yachting in the Caribbean.
As a writer, I think about the readers’ per-
spectives — as they cruise the Caribbean,
what kinds of stories that would interest
them. And I think overall the magazine does
a great job of keeping readers in the know on
destinations, yachting news and trends.

Christy Recaii

St. Lucia

Relevant news brewing in the
cruising community

I was a newbie cruiser in November of
2006 and the Caribbean lay before me with
endless possibilities for exploration. The
only problem was I did not know what was
out there to explore. The cruising guides are great and very helpful, but I wanted
more. I wanted to hear about the news relevant to cruisers and what kind of land
explorations people took on the islands and the mainland of South America.

My husband and I were in the Budget Marine in St. Croix and our traveling com-
panion Heather picked up a copy of the current Caribbean Compass and told me that
it was a “must read”. From that time on I have always sought out the new issue of
the Compass. I saved articles about land trips in Venezuela, hikes on islands and
recipes using local fresh produce. I usually read the letters to the editor first to find
out relevant news brewing in the cruising community.

As our horizons broadened and we began our own adventures, I began to write
articles for the Compass about our travels and local food. Thank you to the editor
and staff of the Caribbean Compass for publishing a valuable periodical for the cruis-
ing community.

Devi Sharp

S/V Arctic Tern

The content lured me down the islands

I discovered my first issue of Compass in a small shop in the Virgin Islands, back
in the last century. (That would be in the 1990s.) The content lured me, over the
years, down the Windwards and Leewards, both as a bareboater and as a passenger
on various Star Clipper sailings.

I kept numerous diaries of my adventures: the triumphs and disasters, the beauty,
the peoples, the food, the history, the scents and sounds. I bought handmade soap
at les Iles de Saintes, drank my first caipirinha on Shell Beach in Saint Barth'’s, felt
the ghosts of the past at Fort Shirley on Dominica, got soaked in various rainforests,
and even visited the Compass office on Bequia.

I turned my journal entries into articles, and that is how I became not only a
Compass reader, but a contributing writer as well. The kindly editors accepted the
stories of my journeys, and actually published them! I am privileged to be included
in this newspaper that is so widely read and enjoyed throughout the Caribbean.

Carol Reed

Palmyra, New Jersey

—Continued on next page
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A wealth of knowledge about marine tourism

I'm a poet and Caribbean Compass provides an audience for my writing, a great
avenue to boost tourism, and a way to tackle issues in the yachting world and
marine environmental problems. It has given me a different insight to marine life, by
testing my writing skills to write poems relating to marine life, and has given me the
opportunity to be a part of the Compass community. It has also broadened my mind
with a wealth of knowledge about our marine tourism industry.

Dillon Ollivierre

Bequia

Without it we would go forth upon the waters in ignorance

“Sixteen years and eight months” doesn’t sound very significant, but “200"? Wow!
Congratulations to all of you on the Compass Crew: it just amazes me that the “all”
is so small.

What does Compass mean to me? As a reader, it is the ONLY source of information
about matters that affect the ever-changing cruising community up and down the
island chain. Whether it be new mooring buoys in the Saintes, or reforms to
Customs procedures in Grenada, without your input we would go forth upon the
waters in ignorance.

As an occasional contributor, Compass provides me with a forum for the exchange
of views, ideas, information and opinions that are occasionally downright daft but
usually interesting and sometimes thought provoking.

Winston Churchill once described a political opponent as being “overcome by the
exuberance of his own verbosity”; I suffer from the same problem and could write a
whole article about your baby. However I will not inflict that upon you and will say
no more than “very well done, keep up the excellent work and if anyone says any-
thing different, ignore them”.

Christopher Price

S/V Hummingbird

Easy to read on board

The Compass to me is, that I found two new friends and they, like us, were and are
still sailors. You got me writing a few articles on the St. Lucia sailing scene and I
then became your island agent for many years. I still read Compass as a priority as
soon as it comes out.

The newspaper style of publishing, as opposed to the glossy mags, is still unique
in this progressive modern world and is easy to read on board — I love it.

Paraphrasing an old Caribbean quote, “DON'T STOP THE COMPASS!”

Ted Bull

St. Lucia

A major connection to our cruising friends

My late wife Pauline was a Compass family member for many years, creating
unique Word Search puzzles for Caribbean cruisers. Especially after we stopped
cruising in 2003 and until her death in 2011 the Compass was a major connection
to all our cruising friends and to the sea of which she is now forever a part.

Voytelc Dolinski

Fredericksburg, Virginia

Compass still means ‘escape’ to me

How could a great pulp monthly still mean “escape” to me after all these years?
Easily! Despite all its well-researched and useful news, the Compass still calls to
mind lazy days reading in the cockpit as we cruised the Caribbean, decades ago.

Congratulations, Compass. Here’s to another 200!

Elaine Lembo, Deputy Editor

Cruising World

Our go-to source for information

Congratulations on 200 issues. This is an amazing accomplishment in today’s
business environment.

The Caribbean Compass is our go-to source for information about all things relat-
ed to boating in the Caribbean. I have torn out several articles and filed them away
for future use. I like the reviews of cruising spots that are written by cruisers and
give a unique perspective. The listing of SSB nets and the local radio nets has helped
us to keep in touch with our fellow boaters. I also like the occasional articles about
what is going on with local governments in the region, especially related to how
changes in local regulations impact us cruisers.

Thanks for keeping us cruisers informed.

Joan Palango

S/V Panchita

A marvelous reflection of our salt-stained diversity

I am a reader. The first thing that comes to mind is community: the Caribbean
Compass is a marvelous reflection of our salt-stained diversity. The second is how
many marine writers it has birthed and nurtured over the decades. No other marine
publication in the world (that I know of) has encouraged so many literary sailors to
pick up the pen. I am in awe of the Compass Crew; long may they reign!

Cap’n Fatty Goodlander

S/V Wild Card

Eases the way to confidently explore

As readers, the Caribbean Compass
opens the window to the full Caribbean
with all of its four quadrants and diversity
of destinations, regulations, cultural
nuances, and wonderful locals. The well-
written, experientially based, timely arti-
cles inspire and ease the way for cruising
yachties and other tourists to confidently
explore the high and low spots of the vast
Caribbean Sea, with all the nooks and
crannies in between.

As writer (Suzanne) and photographer
(John), the Compass affords us the unique
opportunity to share the knowledge, obser-
vations and personal experiences emanat-
ing from our cruising lifestyle with yachties
following in our wake, as well as armchair
sailors, wannabees and anyone with an
interest in and/or passion for the coun-
tries comprising the Caribbean Basin and
living on “island time”.

Suzanne Longacre and John Gideonse

S/V Zeelander

The debates are a great feature

WOW! Is it that long? I no longer can
afford to store every copy as I used to do,
but I do try to ensure that I have at least a
year’s worth of issues held back from other
uses (like being quality masking paper).

I look forward to the yachting news as
it reflects the immediate situation
among the yachts and the places around
where 1 live, and of course all the
insights into the business that I have
been involved with over the time
Compass has been published.

The debates are a great feature with
some wild stuff being presented and refut-
ed by the usual suspects, along with the
occasional people who notice and com-
ment, giving such a wide range of opinions
on endless subjects. I find it is a great
forum for bringing attention to the good, the bad and the outright ugly. (For example,
the guy who sent a photo of himself with a huge pile of lobsters — my blood would
have cooked him to a bright pink had I been able to get close enough! The editor did
a fine job of careful work on that one.)

I also think it is a great way to let cruising yachties keep their relatives in touch
with what it is that keeps them so busy down here, without doing more than sending
a few copies home (or telling them to read the Compass free on line).

I believe that the various authorities could use these pages to disseminate more
information at minimal to zero cost. Factual, informative and useful info is great!

All the little local interest items I love to read, sometimes use the tips, and smile
at the rest! I hope to keep out of the Eight Bells column as long as possible!

Ian Cowan

Island Water World, St. Lucia

Compass friends have become my guests and friends

Caribbean Compass has been to Sunbay Marina and to me a very dear friend that
has introduced the marina to so many of its readers. Compass friends have become
my guests and friends.

Since we posted our ad in Caribbean Compass we have met so many wonderful
people who have visited and stayed on the east coast of Puerto Rico — beautiful
Fajardo, where Sunbay Marina is located.

I look forward to a long relationship with Caribbean Compass and its readers, with
more and more of them becoming our friends and guests.

Olga Diaz de Perez

Sunbay Marina, Puerto Rico

Keeps me up to date with my favorite cruising grounds

I spent some ten years in the Caribbean during the 1970s. I was in the charter
trade and, as some of the Caribbean Compass readers may recall, operated the
yacht Ring Andersen. They were without a doubt the best years of my life. Some
of you may have read my books about those days: No Shoes Allowed and Gone
to Come Back. In addition, I have occasionally contributed articles to the
Caribbean Compass.

This 200th addition is a tremendous achievement and will hopefully continue,
since these issues keep me up to date with, and remind me of, my favorite
cruising grounds.

Congratulations Compass Crew for a job extremely well done, and like I said,
please continue; do not stop!

Jan de Groot

British Columbia, Canada

To the evil of ignorance, it delivers a
punch

Our three cruising years, your 200 hun-
dred issues. As we reach our Caribbean
anniversaries, let us count the ways we
love thee:

We love your tales, long and short,
your news of the weird, humor and sport.

Wilfred’s photos, Sally’s prose;
the Caribbean Compass packs a large blow.

To the evil of ignorance, it delivers
a punch.

Whether in cockpit or crow’s nest, we be
reading Compass at lunch!

Ellen Birrell and Jim Hutchins

S/V Boldly Go

The seafarers’ escort in the region

The stars by night,

The sun by day,

And Caribbean Compass all the while.

From shore to shore,

Sailing merrily along to a sweet island tune,

Reggae, ska, zouk and calypso...

And Caribbean Compass.

Sure to keep you in time,

Caribbean Compass.

To keep you sure at all times,

Caribbean Compass.

Congratulations, Compass Crew, on the 200th edition. I am proud to be a regular
reader and contributor to Compass, the seafarers’ escort in the region. Here’s wish-
ing you all placid waters, happy sailing and continued success.

J. Wynner

Trinidad

Inspires me to visit more islands
My first experience piloting a vessel was driving a trawler for a marine biology class
as an undergrad in college where my lecturer promptly told me that I was the only
person he knew who could “put potholes in the sea”. So I am not good at boating,
but Caribbean Compass welcomed me as a writer, for which I am eternally grateful.
As a writer it has allowed me to share my experiences visiting islands around the
Caribbean and giving my crew the 411 on where to dine and a few places to hike off
the beaten trail just to get your “land legs”.
—Continued on next page
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As a reader I have read many
great articles, which to me are
snapshots of Caribbean nature
and culture and have inspired me
to visit more islands. I especially
love the really creative articles on
cooking at sea, and on astronomy.
Keep up the great work, Compass
Crew, and here’s to 200 more
issues!

Jo-Anne Nina Sewlal

Trinidad

1 f=. My shot at being the writer
- [ . _hl: that I wanted to be
N i i I first saw the Caribbean
Compass in Bottom’s Up in St. Thomas. I remember thinking that it had quality
newsprint, something rarely seen. Many beautiful photos. Good writing. Even
the kids’ stuff in the back was cool. Crosswords puzzles were impossible,
though. As always.

I remember wondering, “where was this publication from? Be-quee-ah. I already knew
that we going there, “someday”. Just my mate, two dogs and me on a little 40-foot
schooner made from wood that was growing when Columbus was doing his sailing.

We did it, too. (For old friends, Captain Roxanne is keeping a variation of that
dream alive. I hear they have Windolee nearly ready to sail around the world. Hope
they have fair seas all the way.)

The Caribbean was our world then. Oh, what
we saw and did when we cruised the Caribbean
for eight months in 2000. In Bequia Easter
Regatta we raced among the most beautiful
boats that I have ever seen. In arithmetic class
40 years earlier in Chicago I sketched nothing
but little schooners — and now I was there.
Pinch me.

To me the Compass was my shot at being the
writer that I wanted to be. I wanted to write
like the humorist Dave Barry, but with boat
stories. A monthly column with at least one
photo was going to be the format. About
Easter that year, Sally said “sure” and the idea
took hold.

Once a month. It was called “Eye on the VI”.
1 did it for about five years. Got paid a little.
That check meant a lot to me. It made me a
professional, bound to the quality that the
publication deserved. I learned digital photog-
raphy: the need for pixels and a good camera.

I remember deadlines. Hated them and loved
them. Pushing the “send” button was good but
seeing the article in print was the best part. I = -
was allowed to share my feelings about being in the world’s greatest sailing ground
with myself, my family and my friends.

She is a solid ship, this Caribbean Compass newspaper. A rock in the sea with a
forgiving, knowing shoreline. Thanks, Compass Crew. There are many with vision
but few with perseverance.

Rob Kunlel
St. Thomas, USVI

A fair and reliable forum for those who love these islands

As a reader, sailor, and an occasional contributor, I must say that the Caribbean
Compass is the Number One publication in my life. Not only does it keep me up to
date on current events in the Caribbean islands, it is the only publication that many
of us can get a copy of in the smaller islands — like Carriacou. There have been
many serious issues that the Compass community has been able to first identify,
and later rectify. It is a fair and reliable forum for those of us who love these islands,
warts and all. Thanks for 200 editions!

Laura Smith

Carriacou

Caribb. Comp sharing to me

Caribbean Compass means sharing to me — sharing our love for cruising, espe-
cially in the Caribbean Sea with its cool-breeze tradewinds, friendly and diverse
cultures, warm and wondrous weather, spicy food, easygoing people... just sharing
experiences and celebrating that cruisin’ life!

Penelope Bliss

Currently in Jakarta, Indonesia

Makes it possible to understand and to stay current

I am both a reader and a writer of the Caribbean Compass. The Compass is the
“Rosetta Stone” that makes it possible to understand and to stay current in an area
of over 1,000,0000 square miles. The Caribbean Sea is defined in many different
ways by many different people, but it is most clearly explained when we read and
write about it monthly through this wonderful publication.

Frank Virgintino

Author of Free Cruising Guides

A great voyeuristic portal into what’s going on

Congratulations on 200 issues. That's fantastic.

As an avid reader of Caribbean Compass 1
love the stories and informative articles that
cruisers share. It's a great voyeuristic portal
into what’s going on in the Caribbean. I
couldn’t be without my monthly fix. As a con-
tributor it’s wonderful to be able to share some
of my own experiences and fabulous places
with other cruisers.

Happy 200th Anniversary! Thank you, Compass
Crew, for everything you do.

Rosie Burr

S/V Alianna

Breadth and depth of information available nowhere else

The Compass, to me as a reader, has been a vital source of information about the
Eastern Caribbean boating scene and, to a certain extent, the cultural scene. The
breadth and depth of the information is available nowhere else, and the presentation
is completely professional. As a writer and poet the monthly has given me a venue
for reaching a community whose interests would seem to mirror my own. The adver-
tising base, which keeps the editorial afloat, is potent and useful to read as well. I'm
looking forward to the next 200 issues!

Richard Dey

Boston, Massachusetts

I love writing for the Compass

I am a writer for and avid reader of the Caribbean Compass. To
me, the Compass means an open-minded Caribbean magazine
that I thoroughly enjoy reading, especially the destination arti-
cles, and thoughts and advice from other cruisers. I love writing
for the Compass because I feel free to use my own style, I am not
restricted to stingy word counts, I don’t have to focus on only the
“amazing” and touristy stuff, and I find Compass readers an
excellent audience to share my stories and experiences with.

Two hundred issues, huh? That’s amazing!

Liesbet Collaert

S/V Irie

Since I first read a copy in 1997 I was hooked

I have been cruising the Caribbean since 1998 when I depart-
ed Miami across the Gulf Stream headed for Bimini in the Bahamas on S/V Coqui,
a Young Sun 35. The Young Sun was replaced by a Tayana 37 in 2005 after losing
the Young Sun to Hurricane Ivan in Grenada in 2004.

Since I first read a copy of Caribbean Compass in a West Marine store in Miami in
1997, I was hooked. Not having sailed the Caribbean since my youth in Puerto Rico
I had many, many questions about the islands that were not addressed in the cruis-
ing guides at that time. As I readied my sailboat for departure for the Bahamas, each
edition of the Compass shed light on many of the questions I had. From then to the
present, Caribbean Compass has been an accurate source of news, updates on
Immigration, Customs, providers of services, happenings and many other issues of
interest to me. The articles published have been great sources of information and
updates about Caribbean destinations and personal experiences. I am looking for-
ward to the 400th edition.

Luis J. Blondet

Barranquilla, Colombia

A classy, informative venue to share my stories

There is an editor on a sailboat in the Caribbean enjoying the tradewinds, snorkel-
ing and rum, and her name is Sally. (Or else she
is sitting in an office in Bequia wishing she were
out here with the rest of us!)

Thanks to her and all the Compass Crew for
providing such a classy, informative venue for me
to share my stories and observations with other
cruisers throughout the Caribbean!

Congrats on 200 issues — from one of your
writers that is in about nine of them!

Mark Denebeim

S/Y Sanctuary

My window to the Caribbean sailing scene
The Caribbean Compass has been my window
to the Caribbean sailing scene. On that window I place my food and dishes for all
readers to try. Local food is a good t'ing! If you can’t grow it afloat, at least learn to
cook it.

Shirley Hall

Trinidad

An integral part of the cruising life

As readers, the Compass provides easy access to information we need as cruisers,
from sources for weather forecasts to events calendars to changes in regulations. We
check for local advertisers in the Compass, wherever we find ourselves. It also pro-
vides access to other cruisers’ experiences and opinions. It is an integral part of the
cruising life in the Eastern Caribbean.

As writers, the Compass provides an outlet to creatively share our experiences
through a venue that our fellow cruisers recognize.

John and Nancy Rowland

S/V Silver Seas

Brings back Caribbean memories

I have enjoyed reading and writing for the Compass over the last 16 years. Now
in Australia I still glimpse the words and pics online and they bring back
Caribbean memories.

On 200 issues, congratulations!

Bernie Katchor

Australia 31

Where things really get interesting!

We eagerly await the Caribbean Compass each month. No one sailing in the
Caribbean should miss it! We really appreciate the updates on changes related to
anchorages, moorings and Customs fees, etcetera. It's more up to date then any
cruising guide can ever be. But we admit to going right to the Readers’ Forum to read
what the sailing community is saying. That’s where things really get interesting!

Thanks for the great magazine!

Jim and Wendy Ulik

S/V Merengue

Improves my knowledge of the yachting industry
C - Communication

O - Organization

M - Memories

P - Passion

A - Adventure
S - Stability
S — Smiles

My introduction to Caribbean Compass was in 2004. My relation is as a freelance
writer and reader. The first article I did was entitled “Sea Life Operations in the
Grenadines”. The Compass has given me an opportunity to improve my knowledge...

—Continued on next page
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—Continued from previous page

...of the yachting industry and of life in gen-
eral. I have also gained some recognition
through my writing,.

I must extend congratulations to the pro-
duction crew for their hard work and dedi-
cation, despite the challenges. Thanks espe-
cially to the editorial staff, who make certain
that my articles are properly edited. Keep up
the good work. The whole Compass Crew,
including Tom, Sally, Wilfred, Elaine, past
crewmember Debra and the newest crew-
member, Shellese, all play their role in a
serious and dedicated manner.

I'm proud to be associated with the Caribbean
Compass, especially as part of the 200th
issue. All writers, advertisers and the yachting
community itself have played their part in
realizing this magnificent achievement.

All the best to Caribbean Compass!

Amal Thomas

St. Vincent

Applause for the online version

Caribbean Compass is an invaluable source of information, especially for newcom-
ers in the Caribbean. The Meridian Passage of the Moon table is invariably posted in
our navigation area. We find Business Briefs most interesting, and also some travel

= stories. Applause for the online version,
which enables us to stay in touch when we
are not on board.

Very important to us personally is the fact
that we could draw reader’s attention to
Suriname as a relatively unknown sailing
destination. And, last but not least: your
enthusiastic support for new writers. As
rookies (four articles) we already feel our-
selves part of the Compass family.

Dear Compass, continue the good work!
Happy anniversary and we hope there are
many more to come.

Petra and Jan Willem Versol

S/V Witte Raaf

16 years and 8 months: you've reached puberty!

Two hundred monthly editions means 16 years and 8 months, right? So you've already
been conceived and gestated; learned to walk, talk and text; and reached puberty!

So far, so good. Carry on.

Cris Robinson

Author of A Small Slip

Sometimes we can change things for the better

England has the BBC, the US has the Voice of America, and we have the Compass.
Without ever uttering a sound, Compass has become the voice of the cruiser.
Through it, we can congratulate, gush, cheer, complain, whine and shout. However
good one’s ideas, they would die without a means of communication. Compass
allows our ideas to fly. Once released, they survive or die on their merit, but they all
get a chance.

And people read the Compass. Cruisers read it, people in government read it, more
people than you can imagine read it. We can also, on occasion, ask for a reply in
advance, giving officials a chance to put their side of the story or sulk in silence.

As a contributor since the earliest edition, Compass has meant to me that some-
times we can change things for the better. I have seen Compass getting injustices
righted, getting environmental action taken, and putting a halt to dumb projects.
Keeping us entertained is just a bonus. Long live Compass!

Chris Doyle

Yacht Ti Kanot
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Santa Marta is a truly safe and fun =5
city. It hosts a myriad of restaurants,
bistros and nightclubs, all within safe ¢
walking distance of the marina.
Modern supermarkets, great health
and dental care, easy access to all
areas of Colombia.
A national park is a short taxi ride
away as are two additional beach J
towns. Plus, our new mini market is
now open on marina property.
People of all ages and backgrounds
have extended their stays, due in
large part to the friendly and hospi-
table town as well as the highest of
quality in marinas in this region.
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For over 25 years, Spice Island Marine Services has been known for reliable

customer service. The most secure, insurance approved storage in the Southern
Caribbean ensures peace of mind with optional steel cradles, yacht tie-downs
throughout, and welded stands. This full service boatyard can accommodate
yachts up to 70 tons, 85 feet long, and 25 feet wide for your hauling, storage, and
repair needs. Centrally located in Prickly Bay, Grenada, near amenities and with its
on-site Budget Marine chandlery, Spice Island Marine Services will exceed

your expectations.
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How To Take Stunning
Underwater Photos Using Inexpensive
Point and Shoot Cameras

Part One: Some Favorite Tips
By Scott Fratcher

Waterproof cameras that once cost thousands of dol-
lars have been replaced by small modern versions that
look and feel just like any other pocket camera. For
documenting fishing, skiing, snorikeling and diving or
even recording an underwater video these inexpensive
cameras are the perfect solution. In this article taken
Jrom “How to Take Stunning Underwater Photos Using
Inexpensive Point and Shoot Cameras” (Kindle, Noolk,
Apple) I discuss how to take amazing underwater photos
with inexpensive point and shoot waterproof cameras.

As skipper of a charter boat, one of my main joys is
taking people snorkeling to photograph the brilliant
coral. Invariably they are disappointed with the results.
“Well, what do you expect for a few hundred dollars,”
they might mutter, tossing their camera aside. In
truth, it's normally not the camera’s fault. Every photo
in this article was taken while snorkeling with an inex-
pensive point and shoot camera good to ten meters.

Standard photo concepts fail underwater

Framing a shot, positioning the light source behind
the camera, keeping the camera still and knowledge of
depth of field all seem to fail during underwater pho-
tography. Underwater light quickly fades, and the
colors visible underwater are ever-changing depending
on cloud cover, atmospheric haze, water clarity, water
color and depth.

Note: Underwater photography strives to present a
view of undersea life that can’t normally be seen, even
by the diver. For example, the extreme close-up ability
of modern cameras can focus on areas too small for a
human eye behind a foggy mask to see.

Lesson number one: stabilize the camera

In order to take clear, brilliant photos, any camera
must be held still. This can be nearly impossible
underwater. While the current is sweeping the snor-
keler sideways, the fish has already taken cover.

The first trick to holding still is having buoyancy
control. That means having the right weight-to-flota-
tion ratio so the snorkeler hovers at his chosen depth.
Try jumping in the water and have someone hand you
a three-pound weight belt. Inhale completely and you
should float to your forehead. Exhale completely and
you should almost sink. If that doesn’t happen, try
more or less weight. Once you have your needed
weight worked out, you're ready to start.

One method to maintain smooth motion is to
descend headfirst into the current, making a long
sweeping dive while looking for a photographic oppor-
tunity. Square off on the subject and take a distant
photo, swimming slowly to let the camera reset for the
next photo. Take a second and even a third close-up
photo before ascending.

You might also dive down and grab a rock (not coral
or any other living thing). Let the current swing your
body around and you’'ll instantly become stable. With
luck, the fish you were trying to photograph will not
have been scared away and you’ll have the lung capac-
ity to wait for the right shot.

Stop the action

A camera can capture a moment where incredible
displays can be witnessed. In one photo I took, an
octopus is in the midst of a color change. His tentacles
are still blue while his head has changed color to
match the sandy background. In a nutshell, our goal
in underwater photography is to present the usually
unseen image.

Zoom or macro

Close-up photos can be taken by one of two methods:
extreme zoom or macro. If the water is rough or cloudy
try macro, but if the subject is a little dangerous, such

Above: A close up of the Christmas Tree Worm reveals
an interesting formation

Left: The hard, reflective light on this seabed comes
Jfrom a sunny day with wind over the water

Below: By careful timing I was able to catch this fish
in the act of biting

as sharks, then try the zoom. Cloudy water needs
close-up shots and less flash, while clear water can
benefit from zoom shots and flash.

Learn to use macro

Many amazing underwater photos are taken in the
extreme close-up. This setting on the camera is called
macro. The standard digital camera lens will focus to
about a half metre.

—Continued on next page
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was able to look through the viewfinder, set the zoom
and catch the fish with his lips retracted and his teeth
exposed in the act of biting, making a much more
interesting photo.

—Continued from previous page

To focus closer, to say 100 millimetres, switch the
camera to macro mode, and to focus to ten millimetres
use super-macro mode.

same snorkel. The first photo shows giant mantas
swimming toward the diver — a good “wow” photo. The
second photo shows a swimmer clowning around in
the oncoming path of the giant mantas, adding a bit of
humor to the otherwise natural moment. Now choose
the photo that expresses the mood you want.

Puffer fish

Puffer fish are cute, fun and nearly fearless. They
will often sit perfectly still in front of the practicing
photographer allowing plenty of time to adjust camera

Above: Good subject. Puffer fish are cute, fun

Learn to make this mode change without looking at
and nearly fearless

the camera. For example, my Olympus Stylus Tough
needs the “down” button pushed three times, then
right once. By knowing this sequence I'm able to
quickly change camera modes so I can take the pro-
gressive close-up photos that we’ll talk about soon.

Close-up photos reveal detail snorkelers would never
normally see even if they were diving on the spot them-
selves. Through photography one can instantly see
how a Remora attaches itself to a whale. A close up of
a Christmas Tree Worm reveals not only an interesting
formation but also its mechanics of breathing and
catching food.

Progressive close-ups

Progressive close-ups are great for slide shows and
screen savers. The first will be what most divers would

Right: Rays in a natural setting, or rays with
a swimmer clowning around in their path? Choose
the photo that expresses the mood you want

Below: Through photography one can see how
a Remora attaches itself to a whale

see swimming past. The next photo begins to show
detail not normally seen first hand, even taking a close
look in the water. The third photo is an extreme close-
up taken on super macro. The final photo brings out
the “wow factor” on a slide show as nobody could see
this detail even if they dove with reading glasses!

Study your subject

Reef fish are creatures of habit that live in food
chains and quickly recognize a predator. Many swim
up and down a set area of the reef, grazing and pro-
tecting territory. Grouper will sit on the bottom with-
out moving till they think they have been discovered
then they start to fidget. Octopuses sit still and change
color to mimic rocks. By studying habits we can posi-
tion ourselves for the perfect photo.

I watched while a puffer swam into the coral, bit and
retreated to chew. By timing the advance and retreat I

Decide on what you want to the photo to say
The two photos showing rays were taken on the

settings. Try to take photos from slightly overhead,
and forward of the puffer to show the fat, teardrop
comical body.

Sunny choppy days are more difficult than over-
cast days

Hard, reflective light such as on the seabed comes
from sunny days with wind over the water. Overcast
days with dispersed light are much better for taking
photos. If surface light is reflected, use a “fill flash” to
soften the shadow affect.

Scott Fratcher of Aphrodite 1 is a marine engineer (com-
mercial with MCA CEC - Engineer OOW Unlimited/Y4) and
RYA Yachtmaster (200-ton sail/ power/ocean/commercial).

Next month: Using underwater photos for documenting
yacht maintenance, family fun and more.

= 64 Slips

* 20 Berths

* Vessels Up To
180 Feet Long

+ 150 miles from Panama Canal
# Hurricane Free Marina in Caribbean Waters

« Draft of 20-30 feet in beautiful bay

= Adjacent to Bastimentos National Marine Park
* Easy Access to Bocas Town

* Restaurants and Island Community
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V" ARIES (21 Mar - 20 Apr)

Turn on that radio and make good use of your verbal
skills before the 9th. The rest of the month there will be
few demands on your time and you can just sit back in the
cockpit and relax.

‘s TAURUS (21 Apr - 21 May)

Your creativity will be under full sail and assisted by a
steady breeze from your oral abilities until the 24th. There
will be lots of fun opportunities in the last week, so take
advantage of all these positive aspects and they will pay off
over the horizon.

II GEMINI (22 May - 21 Jun)

Venus, the planet of romance, has camped out on your
foredeck this month. This may be a good thing for your
business dealings, as your inventiveness and gift of the
gab will be in rare form and you'll be feeling very warm-
hearted and accessible.

CANCER 65 (22 Jun - 23 Jul)

Other than slack sails in the business area of your life
you are pretty aspect free this month so just enjoy the light
breezes, calm seas and pleasant atmosphere and view the
world from the comfort of the hammock on your foredeck.

§2 LEO (24 Jul - 23 Aug)

Make good use of your verbal acumen before the 9th to
develop any flashes of inspiration you may have during
the first week. Creativity and communication will both be
in the doldrums after that.

TP VIRGO (24 Aug - 23 Sep)
Your sails will be full of positive energy and ingenious
ideas for the first three weeks. Use them wisely and they
could have some very nice and long-lasting aftereffects.

- LIBRA (24 Sep - 23 Oct)

You may have inspiration in the first week that could
have positive effects on your cruising kitty later in the
month. After the 5th and the full moon, aspects with cre-
ativity and communications will combine to set you on a
course toward success.

T, SCORPIO (24 Oct - 22 Nov)

Your innovative efforts will be met with head seas and if
you can’t maintain your cool you may suffer a repeat of
last month’s un-pleasantness, but this time the discord
will include all on board.

7' SAGITTARIUS (23 Nov - 21 Dec)

Your love life will be in irons in the third week and ver-
bal efforts will break down the week before, which will add
to the stalemate. Your sense of humor will ultimately be
what sails you through it all to a clear course.

6 CAPRICORN (22 Dec - 20 Jan)
Your speaking skills will prove helpful to inspiration in
the first three weeks and you'll have the last week to just
swing on the hook and enjoy the fruits of your labors.

~x AQUARIUS (21 Jan - 19 Feb)

You will still be making way, though slowly, in boat
business. Your love interest may prove helpful in sailing
this course and could bring the solutions to problems
obstructing it.

= PISCES (20 Feb - 20 Mar)

You will be in the doldrums during the first two weeks
and getting anything accomplished will be a real chore.
You may feel the aftereffects of frustration in your love life
if you let small wind shifts alter your course around the
full moon on the 5th.

Is/
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WEATHER

OR NOT!

Hey Ocean, we have had enough

Of towering waves and foam and stuff
That every day you're dishing out,

Is climate change what you're about?
We poke our bow outside the Bocas
You build up strength just to provoke us,
And make our passage a travail,
Instead of just a simple sail

Up north, Grenada, Carriacou...

A simple sail, and not what you

Are torturing us with these days,

So has the sea-god changed your ways?

Has Poseidon sent a curse

Dictating that you do your worst?
Has he changed sweet Caribbean breeze
To hurricane force wind to please
His childish pride and thus imbue
Our seasons with a style that’s new?
We humbly ask that you desist,
Please! No more havoc! Don’t insist
On making sailors quake with fear
To make a simple trip — it’s clear
We need a rest from roaring seas

So calm them down Poseidon, please!

— Nan Hatch

RENAISSANCE

MARINA

The Renasance Marina, located in the keart of Oranjestad
i part of the Renaiisancs Andda Beisrt and Cadims and can
accommodate mone than 50 yackts,
Located at 17°31° N amd 70°02° W, Benalssance Maring is the Bland’s most
beauiful maring, part of the Renssaanos Aruba Reson & Casing, it stretohes
over masch of this picturetgue waterfront community combining the Lisgest

entertamment and shopping facility s Aruba with the natural beauty of the
Maring, Rensiaisos Mariag can scoommodate yachis up 1o 2007
The marina supplies freil running water and 110/ 250/ 360V 600 electricity,
satelite TV with security guasds on duty 24 hours a day.

Tek: (+297) 588-0260 - Fax; (+207) 588-0261 | www.renalssancemarinacom | Channel 16 | Renalssance Marketplace, Oranjestad Aruba




OCEAN CHILD

. Dominican D R
by Zoe James e repuric. JOMINICAN REPUBLIC
Cruising
. i cuse CRUISING GUIDE
We live on a catamaran called Iza. We are from Cape Town South Africa. It is 38
foot long. It has four cabins, two toilets, one galley and one saloon.
I am sailing around the world with my family. My sister is called Nina. I am called Haiti H AITI
Zoe. Nina is four years old. I am eight years old. We have been sailing around the - Cruisi ng
world for a year. We left Cape Town on December 1st, 2010 with the Governors Cup -
race and went to St. Helena. It was a small island but it was lovely. We also had Guide CRUISING GUIDE
Christmas there on the island and we stayed for two weeks. We went to see Napoleon’s
house where he was in prison but it was also his house. His bed was very small.
After St. Helena we went to Ascension. A tiny island. There were lots of triggerfish r' .
and the water was very blue. I was fishing a lot! We drove up a very steep mountain Jan}a_lca J AM AIC A
and then walked up lots of hills to a pond at the top. {.‘rulsmg
Then after 12 days at sea we arrived in Brazil. It was huge! We were in the big city H C G
called Salvador. It was very dirty! We checked in then we went to Itaparica. It was so Guide RUISING UIDE

nice there because there was a sand bank I rowed to. Then we went up the river
Paraguacu. We went up the river and it was very nice. There were lots of towns. The
towns were in the River. We went to a market. The people are poor. They come in

FREE CRUISING GUIDES

Irini

TRINIDAD

little boats. They don’t have motorboats. The boats are called saveiros. When we left Crui sing
the River we saw pink dolphins. We got stuck on the sand so we had to wait until IR
high tide. The River temperature was 34°C. There are lots of bushes. Guide RUISING UIDE

Then we sailed to Rio and when we sailed into Rio there was a lot of rubbish in the
water and the water was dirty and brown. Then we sailed to Ilha Grande which is
nice. There are lots of islands there and warm water and we snorkelled a lot. At Sitio
Forte I went to a small school
with my friend Henrique and it

Islands
L ﬂll'\l]l\_

CAYMAN ISLANDS

was nice. He is from Brazil and I
also ate lunch there. The chil-
dren all speak Portuguese.

.~ % CRUISING GUIDE
'cz‘i;:]JZeYtefse as_léti)(\ilel‘[}?p}eeii‘éear%‘?lzqg ! p";:::: PUERTO RICO

people are friendly. But we were Crolsiog

e o To o et 1o ouse CRUISING GUIDE
www.freecruisingguide.com

Tobago in the Caribbean. When
CompriMENTs oF: MARINA ZAR-PAR

we sailed we saw lots of whales
and dolphins. A baby bird flew

Boca Chica, Dominican Republic
www.marinazarpar.com

FE’A Cayman

Ciuide

onto the boat one day at sea. I
fed it some biscuits and I gave
it some water and I gave it a
bath. I called it Flower. It was
sitting on my hand and it
thought that I was its mommy.
I made a little house for it and
that night it flew into the little

Above: I am sailing
around the world
with my family

Right: Nina, our parents
and me at Store Bay,
Tobago. We are going to
stay in Grenada for the
hurricane season

Crossing the channels between Caribbean islands with a favorable tide will
make your passage faster and more comfortable. The table below, courtesy Don
1 Street, author of Street’s Guides and compiler of Imray-Iolaire charts, which

shows the time of the meridian passage (or zenith) of the moon for this AND next
month, will help you calculate the tides.

Water, Don explains, generally tries to run toward the moon. The tide starts
running to the east soon after moonrise, continues to run east until about an
hour after the moon reaches its zenith (see TIME below) and then runs westward.
From just after the moon’s setting to just after its nadir, the tide runs eastward;
and from just after its nadir to soon after its rising, the tide runs westward; i.e.
the tide floods from west to east. Times given are local.

Note: the maximum tide is 3 or 4 days after the new and full moons.

For more information, see “Tides and Currents” on the back of all Imray Iolaire
charts. Fair tides!

house. When I woke up it died because it was so small. I think that the wind blew
it to our boat.

Then we arrived in Tobago. There were lots of boats and it was very hot. When we
went to check in the town was very busy. We anchored in Store Bay and swam and
snorkelled and I saw parrotfish. We made friends with other South African boats that
were also there. I met my friend Zoe from France and her boat is called Taugl. She

is seven. She always came to play on my boat and we rowed to the beach. There were May 21 1221 10 0505

huge waves there. The beach is called Pirate’s Bay beach. DATE TIME 29 1310 11 0549
Then we sailed to Grenada. It was one night and we caught two dorado which were 1 2006 23 1359 12 0633

yummy. We arrived in Prickly Bay and we checked in. We stayed for about a week 2 2056 24 1448 13 0716

then we went to St. George’s, which is the capital. The water was blue blue and we 3 2149 25 1537 14 0759

swam. The big cruise liners come in with lots of people on them. We go to the market é 2245 %g ig%% ig 88‘213

to buy our fruit and vegetables and it's very busy. 6 0000 (full 28 1759 17 1017
Then we went to Hog Island and anchored and I rowed to the beach and my friend 7 9 1847 18 1106

Zoe from Taugl was also there and she played with me. 8 0151 30 1937 19 1156 (new)
Then we went to Union Island and it is very windy there. We also went to Tobago 9 0253 31 2030 20 45

Cays and the water is beautiful but the wind is also windy there. We had Christmas 10 0352 21 1334

Day in Tobago Cays. There are also turtles there and sand dollars and you can see 11 0447 June 22 1423
the bottom of the water clearly. 12 0537 1 2126 23 1510
We are back in Grenada and are going to stay here for the hurricane season when %2 8?%8 % 2226 gé %giz
it starts. . 15 0752 4 0000 (full 26 1732
I love living on a boat because you always see different places around the world. I 16 0835 5 27 1822
can go swimming in the sea everyday. I like being home schooled with my Mom. I 17 0918 6 0135 28 1915
can also row to the beach with my sister and play. I also like to go up the mast and 18 1001 7 0233 29 2012
swing. It is so much fun. 19 1046 8 0328 30 2111
The End 20 1133 (new) 9 0418




GOOD GUIDES ARE TIMELESS

Until Don Street wrote his first guide in 1964,

the guide he used was Norie and Wilson’s
“Sailing Directions to the West Indies”, published in 1867.

Real sailors use Street's Guides
for inter-island and harbor piloting
directions, plus interesting anec-
dotes of people, places and history.
Street’s Guides are the only ones
that describe ALL the anchorages
in the Eastern Caribbean.

In 1980 Street said in print that if
anyone could come up with an
anchorage safe for a boat that
draws seven feet that he has not )
covered in the guide he would buy the drinks.
Thirty-two years have gone by and he has never had to buy drinks.

Real sailors in the Windwards, Leewards and Virgin Islands circle in Street's Guide
the anchorages that are NOT described in the other popular guides.
Do the same and you will have quiet anchorages.

HURRICANE TIPS! Visit www.street-iolaire.com for a wealth of information
on tracking & securing for a storm
Street’s Guides are available at Island Water World and Johnson Marine Hardware

in St. Lucia, Sully Magras in St. Barts, and Blue Water Books & Charts
in Fort Lauderdale, or contact channelsales @authorsolutions.com

Rocks don't move,
but everything
else does.
Regulations
Marine Parks
Best watering
holes
Services
Keep with it,
get the latest!

VANISHINGSAIL.COM

BOOK REVIEW BY J. WYNNER

Magical-Reslism
Biography of
an Island

Witchbroom, by Lawrence Scott, Heinemann, CWS 1992 edition, 272 Pages,
ISBN 0435 989332.

Witchbroom, Lawrence Scott’s magical-realism tale — as “deciphered by
Lavren Monagas, who levitates between centuries, races and genders in the
interstices of time, understanding the yearning of women and the silence of
men” — evokes images from the pen of Gabriel Garcia Marquez and of Virginia
Woolf's gender-bending protagonist, Orlando.

Witchbroom is about ‘The Houses of Kairi: The Carnival Tales of Lavren
Monagas de los Macajuelos’. It is a book in which a history of place, events and
family intermingle in the baroque style not usually associated with the literature
of the Caribbean, but which Garcia Marquez’'s works have popularized in the
region, garnering glowing reviews — as has Scott’s Witchbroom.

LAWRE?D

Set in Kairi, this inventive debut novel by the Trinidadian writer goes way
back, shuttling to and fro from the time of Columbus, connecting the lives and
various tales of the Monagas de los Macajuelos family starting with Gaston de
Lanjou’s wooing of and elopement with his child bride, “the most beautiful girl
in the world and precursor of carnival queens,” Clarita Monagas de los
Macajuelos. She is a young postulant in the convent in Aracataca on the conti-
nent of Bolivar, from where “They were rowed across from the port of Guira, then
up the muddy river to the plains beneath the Tamana hills.”

Following in her sister’s wake is Elena, the 11th daughter of old man Monagas,
married to Georges Phillippe de Lanjou, Gaston’s younger brother. “Elena was a
mere child, whose only bridesmaids at her wedding were her dolls.... ‘T can hear
her crying,’ she said to Georges Philippe, ‘take me to her.... Clarita, Clarita!™

Upon each story another is traced. From the sill of the Demerara window in
the house on the hill in Tamana, looking out over the Gulf of Sadness, Lavren
listens to his mother’s deathbed tales: “the last tales before the end of the
world”. From here he can see and record the coming of the Genoese sailor, the
decimation of the Amerindians, the enslavement of the Africans and the inher-
ent brutality of slavery, the arrival of the indentured East Indian labourers, and
other events right down through the centuries to the deaths of his muse and
mother, Marie Elena, and of Third Most Intelligent Man in the World, and the
death of cocoa, strangled by the parasitic ‘witchbroom’ plant that lends title to
this tale. “King Cocoa was dead. Long live King Sugar.”

‘The Tale of the House in the Sugar’ enters the modern era and relates the
birth of Lavren and his early childhood. At the same time the birthing of steel
pan music was taking place, “tumbling down to the gulf of sadness, the first
pingpong is picked out on a rusty dustbin cover. Lavren is stirred in the womb
of his beloved muse and mother, Marie Elena. He is stirred by the first ping-
pong, pingpong, pingaling ping p’dling, and is tempted by the sound that was to
transform the world’s music...”

Witchbroom is a “digressionary tale”, which, as the narrator acknowledges,
“has become fashionable again,” though some readers may find the digression
perplexing, and that it impedes the reading of the story. Readers may also find
the shift from third person voice to first person in ‘A Journal’ distracting.
Thankfully, not too many ‘dear reader’ pleas peppered the pages.

But Scott admonishes us, “Bear with him, bear with Lavren, his high-flown
words, his love of geography and the magic in the names of places. He will ran-
sack the carnival for the writing of his Carnival Tales. He will dissemble: he will
be man, he will be woman. He will be Pierrot, discoursing in similes, arguing in
metaphor and pun, flowery extravagances. He will be Robberman: storyteller
extraordinaire holding you up in the street carnival morning with stories of his
origins, his travels through the nether world and the kingdoms below the sea.
Lavren will rise to the heights of the Moco Jumbie, balancing on long stilt-legs,
will dance the Dragon, twist and wind like the devil's Jab Jabs, beating their
biscuit tins and clanging their chains. Accept it all. Delight in it. It can make
you laugh. It can make you cry.”
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THE SKY
IN MAY 2012

by Scott Welty
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The Planets in May 2012

MERCURY - A peek in the morning (0530) early in the month then heading east
toward the sun.

VENUS - Heading west. Setting at 2100 on May 1 moving to 1900 by the end of the
month. Yeah, it’s the bright thing in the west!

EARTH - Looking for a kabillion-BTU air conditioning unit.

MARS - Already up at nightfall and setting from 0200 Hrs to midnight. Riding
in Leo.

JUPITER - Up all day. No Jupiter for you!

SATURN - Also rising in the afternoon and setting in the wee hours. Riding
in Virgo.

Sky Events This Month

5th - Full Moon

20th - New Moon

22nd - Sliver of a moon with Venus (Figure 1)

Phases of Venus

I know, sounds like a cheesy science fiction story, but the fact is the inner planets
go through phases much like the moon does. Figure 2 shows a close-up of Venus
on the 22nd. Notice it looks much like the moon! On the 22nd we're seeing both the
moon and Venus after the sun has set. Note that half the moon and half of Venus
(and other spheres out there) are always half lit and half dark. It’s our relative posi-
tion that allows us to see some part of the lit side and some part of the dark side.
When we see mostly the dark side and a little of the lit side, that’s a crescent. Since
the moon and Venus are very near each other in our sky they are also in roughly
the same position to us relative to the sun. We don’t notice the crescent shape of
Venus without a telescope. You might try your Steiners to see if you can see the
crescent shape.

When Venus is at its brightest for us it is in the first or last quarter (seeing half
the lit side). This is NOT when it is closest to us. As it gets closer we see less and
less of the lit side so, although closer, there is less light to see. Note that we can
never see a “full Venus” or a “new Venus” because that would happen when Venus
was on the other side of the sun from us (full) or between us and the sun (new) and
that means it’s too light out to see Venus at all.

It doesn’t take a very good telescope to see the phases. It was Galileo with one of
his first telescopes in 1610 who first recorded the phases of Venus in his journal.
Viewing night after night he could see that Venus was doing exactly what the moon
does. He also noted that Venus appeared larger when it was in the crescent shape
indicating that it was nearer the Earth then. Figure 3 shows this clearly. The only
explanation that covers all these observations is that Venus is a sphere and it is
orbiting the sun inside of our orbit around the sun. And this is where the trouble
started. Church dogma taught that the heavens were perfect, the Earth was at the
center of the universe and all things rotated around the earth in perfect circles.
There is no way to make Galileo’s observations jibe with that doctrine. Galileo mis-
takenly tried to explain this to the pope and his minions. He even let them look
through his telescope to see for themselves.

The church concluded that whatever they were seeing was “in the tube [telescope]”.
He was then arrested and threatened with torture.

To Contemplate While Having a Glass of Wine on Deck

A recent paper indicates that there may be billions of planets in the habitable zone
(water in the liquid phase) orbiting red dwarf stars in our own Milky Way galaxy.
Tantalizing is it not? And frustrating. The father of the SETI research, Frank Drake,
points out that we are making less and less radio noise. We have moved from broad-
casting signals from giant antennas at thousands of watts to relaying signals to Earth
only from satellites at 75 watts. The idea that aliens might ‘hear’ us is becoming less
and less likely. So aliens from space are either uninterested in us (having received
transmissions of “I Love Lucy”) or cannot hear us at all. Discuss and drink up.
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Scott Welty is the author of The Why Book of Sailing, Burford Books, ©2007.
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16th Annual
Compass
Writers’ Brunch

On April 5th, a capacity crowd of 40 Compass contributors, staff and special
guests gathered for the 16th Annual Compass Writers’ Brunch at Mac’s Pizzeria in
Bequia. Compass Publishing Ltd.’s annual pre-Easter Writers’ Brunch is our way of
getting together with, and saying “thank you” in person to, as many as possible of
the past year’s contributors who provide the content that makes Caribbean Compass
a vital source of information about yachting in the Caribbean.

Joining the Compass Cockpit Crew — Managing Director Tom Hopman, Editor
Sally Erdle, Assistant Editor Elaine Ollivierre, Production Manager Wilfred Dederer
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Seriously. Compass contributors hear about the ongoing issue of
Caribbean yacht clearance procedures

and Bookkeeper Shellese Craigg — were special guests Cheryl Johnson, who runs
the VHF Cruisers’ Net for Admiralty Bay, Jason Fletcher of Grenada Marine boat-
yard, and Compass’s former Production Manager Roxanne Thoeny.

The stars of every Compass Writers’ Brunch are, of course, our contributors. Present
this year (in alphabetical order), along with their invited guests, were book reviewer Bob
Berlinghof, feature writer Laurie Corbett, short-story writer Jack Greer, poet Nan Hatch,
the writer-and-photographer team of Suzanne Longacre and John Gideonse, long-time
liveaboard writer Ruth Lund, poet John Lytle, regatta reporter Sandy Mair, sailing-scene
commentator Noel Mawer, poet Dillon Ollivierre, astrologer Melinda Parke, feature
writer Frank Pearce, regatta reporter Jerry Stewart, destination correspondents Amal
Thomas, Petra Versol and Jan Willem Versol, and “special informant™ Bobby Ward.

Two former Brunch guest speakers, regional cruising guide author Chris Doyle and
former Prime Minister of St. Vincent & the Grenadines Sir James Mitchell, both
spoke knowledgably to the group about the ongoing issue of problematic Customs
and Immigration requirements for yachts.

Chris talked about his experience with Customs from the early days, when you had
to get a coastwise clearance for each port you had to visit, to now. He pointed out
there has been some progress, but that we have a long way to go. He noted that St.
Lucia came up with a revolutionary idea about 35 years ago: the three-day in-and-
out clearance (i.e. if you are staying less than three days, you can clear in and out
in one transaction on arrival). “Shouldn’t all yachting destinations be providing that
option by now?” he asked. Yet many Eastern Caribbean countries are still burdened
with old, outdated procedures. Chris said that he found it particularly embarrassing
to watch some of the French charter boats clear in Bequia. “They have a short holi-
day, they just want to go to the Tobago Cays for a few days and return to Martinique,
they pay a lot of money to enter St. Vincent & the Grenadines — and then the
Customs officer tells them they will have to come back and clear out. It is a poor way
to treat the honest visitors who pay.”

Chris said that in contrast, Dominica has made significant progress. Dominica
started by emulating the three-day in-and-out clearance and then found most yacht-
ing visitors stayed only three days, so they made it a two-week in-and-out clearance
with the result that sailing visitors stay a lot longer and spend more money.

Some countries, Chris noted, seem to have gone backwards. Trinidad & Tobago is
one, he said, where Customs now operate as much as they did 40 years ago: you
need permission to move from one anchorage to the next, and the Customs form still
asks how many stowaways you have on board. Saba and Statia have also slipped
backwards since they joined the Netherlands and the mother country sent numerous
new Customs and Immlgratlon officials, some of whom seem to believe that yachts

A former Prime Minister, a yachting publication editor and a cruising guide writer
ponder the progress...

visit mainly for the purpose of creating mayhem and doing evil, despite absolutely
zero evidence to support that.

The one bright spot Chris sees on the yacht clearance horizon is eSeaClear, which
many cruisers and charter skippers have found very helpful. “If only we could build
on this to get Customs and Immigration procedures to match the current century
instead of the last!” he said.

Sir James pointed out that, looking at the big historical picture, things have gotten more
difficult. “The Caribs didn't clear Customs!” got an appreciative laugh from the crowd.

After these remarks were discussed, convivial conversations continued over a
scrumptious brunch buffet prepared by Judy Simmons and the excellent Mac's
Pizzeria staff. Then it was time to prepare for the races — or, for those who overin-
dulged, time for a nap!

To those many contributors unable to attend this year, we thank you, too, for all
your talent and efforts — and we hope to see you at a future Compass Writers’
Brunch, always held on the Thursday before Easter.
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Dear Compass,

Back in 2008-9 Chris Doyle sent Compass an analy-
sis of his antifouling experience, which I filed away in
my head for later use. My memory was triggered
recently when discussing with Jotun which colour of
antifouling paint to buy, and I went back through your
splendid archives till I found what I was looking for.

Red, Chris said. “I have noticed with all the paints I
have tested, red antifouling seems to work better than
other colors... over the years I have gained such a
strong impression of this that I would always person-
ally choose red.”

Well, I wasn't talking with Jotun about life on the bot-
tom but shelf life, since I was going to have quite a bit
left in the pot when I finished. Which paint for me?

Red, they said, because it has the longest shelf life.
Other colours tend to homogenize a gel component
more than the red one does, so the red antifouling you
left in the tin may still be good in a year’s time (or
longer, if you're lucky) whereas the components of the
blue and the black will have separated too far to stir
into working shape.

So, red for me too. And, speaking as a one-time
economist, if we all bought red, maybe there would be
scale economies to bring the price down. Dream on!
Best wishes, as ever,

Les Weatheritt
Author of Caribt P king

Dear Compass,

The first Info & Updates item in the March Compass,
“Avoid Low Flying Planes!”, stopped me in my tracks.
This seems to be another case of somebody invoking
the word “safety” to cast useless, costly, and maybe
dangerous fears and restrictions upon others, proce-
dures that have almost no basis in reality, a la the
razor-wire fence around the dinghy dock at Bequia
from the Bush era.

The item urges yachts “to avoid the area within two
miles of the runway final approach areas in Union
Island and Canouan...” along with other nonsense.

Let’s work our way south from St. Vincent, where
Bequia ferries, which are as tall as yachts, would have
to divert a mile to the west to comply. Has there ever
been a conflict between a ferry and an airplane landing
at Arnos Vale airport? If so, I hope they arrested the
pilot and took away his license.

At Bequia, you'd have to forgo your photo of
Moonhole and sail a mile downwind and down current
of West Cay before turning south.

At Canouan, pass a mile and a half downwind/down
current of Glossy Hill, which is much higher than your
mast. Directly off the departure end of the Canouan
airport is the Friendship Bay anchorage; maybe that
should be closed.

The Union Island airport has a 106-metre hill half a
mile off the approach end of their mentioned runway
08, right on the runway’s extended centerline. The
nearest you could get a yacht under the extended cen-
terline of 08 is in Ashton Harbour, half a mile farther
than the hill. In the countless approaches I've watched
to the Union airport, very few planes fly anything other
than a tight, circling approach to a short final, cross-
ing the hospital, houses, and town at low altitudes
that are only permitted when necessary for takeoff or
landing. Off the departure end of 08 might be a good
place to keep an eye out — the center of the channel
is only a quarter mile from the end of the runway, and
airplanes don’t always go up as fast as they come
down. As for “the parasailing activities south of run-
way 08", there is a beach lined with palm trees
between them and the airport.

At Carriacou, there is a 52-metre hill under
final approach a mile from the threshold — pass-
ing two miles away would take you way outside of
Sister Rocks.

Grenada’s airport is a quarter mile inland from Point
Saline — it’s often a good idea to stay well off Point
Saline but not because of aircraft.

At St. Lucia, the entry range into Port Castries is a tenth
of a mile from the approach end of the Vigie runway.

Moreover, just as with driving and boating, flying
has rules. At low altitude in uncontrolled airspace, an
airplane is required to maintain 500 feet (vertically or
horizontally) from any person or property, and is
required to be clear of clouds and have one mile of
flight visibility. (That’s the US version; I don’t know the
IACO version.) In other words, if you are on the ground
or on the water, you have the right of way over an air-
plane in flight, “except when necessary for takeoff or
landing”. We flight instructors used to joke about what
that actually means. If you come across a pilot who is
worried about running into an average-height yacht
mast beyond a quarter of a mile from the runway, my
advice is, don’t get into an airplane with him.
Fair Winds, Happy Landings,
Hutch
S/Y Ambia

Dear Compass,

Frank Virgintino’s “Once Upon a Good Guide” in the
March issue, while good on recent guides, does not
quite have the history of guides right. From Adventures
in the Trade Wind (Offshore, 2009):

“A great lift to bareboating came with the guides that
had been gradually written and the charts that were
made for yachtsmen. Nothing really was available except
the commercial-grade, US Navy Hydrographic Office
Sailing Directions for the West Indies, Volumes I and Il and
its series of charts, along with similar British Admiralty
publications. The first guide was Carleton Mitchell's
Islands to Windward (1948) and its influence in elite
yachting circles for some 30 years cannot be overesti-
mated. If there was a pioneer who blazed the trail, it was
Mitchell. His was a narrative rich with history and inter-
views, empirical observation and now and again philo-
sophical musings, and its stunning photographs, which
were very much a part of his enterprise, are unmatched.

“A similar but less exalted and more detailed book,
Virgin Islands, focusing on those islands alone, was pro-
duced by Mitchell’s editor, Eugene V. Connett, and writ-
ten by George T. Eggleston, in 1959. Connett also was
behind Linton Rigg’s The Alluring Antilles, published in
1964. Rigg's first book, Bahama Islands, published by
Connett in 1949, went through several editions and had
helped grow the charter business in the Bahamas,
which had started earlier; its major innovations were the
inclusion of sketch charts and a fold-out chart. Rigg's
second book, The Alluring Antilles, a similar combination
narrative and instruction, was less influential. Other
guides of a more limited scope were also produced, a
number of them written by sailing aficionados and
printed privately: Cruising Guide for the Windward and
Leeward Islands of the Eastern Caribbean edited by
Percy Chubb II appeared in 1961 and is all of 33 pages!

“No one after Mitchell was more important in this
area than Donald M. Street Jr., whose A Cruising
Guide to the Lesser Antilles came out in 1966 and
whose Imray-Iolaire series of charts began to appear
shortly afterwards. If Mitchell was the pioneer, Street
was the homesteader. His was the first comprehensive
non-narrative guide as we understand the genre
today, chock-a-block with practical advice, informa-
tion, opinion, and sketch charts. In 1968 The
Yachtsman’s Guide to the Virgin Islands, edited by
Jack Van Ost and written by Tom Kelly, manager of
CSY, appeared, primarily to foster bareboating and
make it safe. Street appeared again in 1970 with
Dulkcane Yachting Guide to the Grenadines, an even
more focused book begun while he was working for
GYS. (“This book is dedicated to the Marine
Underwriters of the world as the number of Marine
Claims in the Grenadines have been increasing rap-
idly, as have also our Insurance rates. It is hoped that
this book will reduce the number of Insurance Claims
due to grounding, and also our rates.”) By 1973 Julius
Wilensky had written (and CSY published) The
Yachtsman'’s Guide to the Windward Islands.”
Richard Dey
Boston, Massachusetts

Dear Compass,

Thank you for the article by Cris Robinson on cook-
ing gas safety in March's Compass.

I am a full-time volunteer for a charity, CO-Gas
Safety, and have been since its launch in 1995. Along
with other voluntary directors, I work to try to stop
people dying or being injured from unintentional car-
bon monoxide poisoning or other gas dangers (such as
explosion). Although your article dealt well with the
danger of explosion, it did not mention carbon monox-
ide (CO) at all.

CO is a deadly gas, which cannot be sensed using
human senses of smell, sight, touch or hearing. CO
can be emitted from faulty cooking or heating appli-
ances, particularly when insufficient oxygen reaches
the flame to produce carbon dioxide (CO2). The prob-
lem with CO is that less than two percent of CO can
kill in between one and three minutes (Health & Safety
Executive website UK).

So, while probably less of a danger in the Caribbean
where heat dictates that portholes etcetera are open as
much as possible, in a wet spell, these can be shut.

We recommend awareness of the dangers of CO and

proper installation and regular servicing of appliances,
making sure all chimneys and flues are kept swept and
checked, adequate ventilation whatever the weather
and, as an extra safeguard, a good CO alarm. We recom-
mend this should be to EN 50291 or the American UL
equivalent (although we think the European standard is
better). The cost is around £20, which isn’t much to
save a life, is it? What an ideal present for the favourite
yachtsperson in your life or for yourself.

For more information please visit www.co-gassafety.
co.uk and beware of camping equipment and tents. I
was rung up by the BBC while on holiday in Bequia
recently about a fatality from CO in a tent in the UK.
There have been quite a few of these lately as tents
become more airtight. Paul Griffiths, aged 43, sadly
died in 2007 from a camping Gaz light. People are just
so unaware. We have been lobbying since 1995 for
prime-time TV warnings which we, as a tiny charity
obviously couldn’'t fund. We do what we can by run-
ning a schools’ poster competition for pupils aged ten
to 11 in England and now Scotland (sponsored by
Scotia Gas Networks). We will add Wales next year
(sponsored by Wales & West Utilities) and are looking
for sponsors to extend to other countries. We have a
prizegiving at the House of Lords every year, so per-
haps that might tempt a sponsor who would like to
attend? Do see http.www.co-gassafety.co.uk/competi-
tion.html for our flyer and also downloadable power
point presentation full of colourful and amusing pic-
tures kindly drawn free for us by John O’Leary, chil-
dren’s illustrator and CO victim.

There must be some CEOs of wealthy companies
reading Compass who’d love to sponsor us or help to
warn another country.

—Continued on next page
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Insurance

The insurance business has changed.

No longer can brokers talk of low rates.
Rather, the honest broker can only say,
“I'll do my best to minimize your increase!”
There is good insurance, there is cheap

insurance, but there is no good cheap
insurance. You never know how good
our insurance is until you have a claim
My claims settlement record
cannot be matched.

I have been connected with the marine insurance
business for 47 years. I have developed a rapport
with brokers and underwriters at Lloyds and am
able to introduce boat owners to specialist brokers
in the Lloyds market.

e-mail: streetiolaire@hotmail.com

\ www.street-iolaire.com /-

—Continued from previous page

CO-Gas Safety has the best data on unintentional
deaths and injuries from CO in England because HSE
only collects gas-related CO incidents and does not
check with Coroners as we do. See “Stats and Analysis”
on our website.
Stephanie Trotter, OBE
President & Director CO-Gas Safety

Dear Compass,

Iread in the March 2012 issue of Caribbean Compass
under the title “Time Capsule” the article written by
Jan de Groot entitled “To Hell with Paradise?” The
article was published by Compass in 1998. Jan de
Groot, for those that are not familiar, was the owner
and captain of the famous charter boat Ring Andersen,
which plied the waters of the Caribbean for so many
years in the heyday of private yacht charters before the
advent of bareboat chartering. His take on the
Caribbean is a view of what the Caribbean was becom-
ing at that time owing to the advent and growth of the
cruise ship business. The arrival of large cruise ships
that carry thousands to many islands in the Caribbean
has created jobs, both on board those large ships as
well as at the ports that service them. In the article the
author raises the question as to what happens to the
solitude of magnificent bays and anchorages after the
large cruise ships arrive and what the environmental
impact of their presence is as well. He asks if Paradise
has gone to hell.

Since the article was written, nearly 15 years ago,
bareboat charter fleets have also grown in various
parts of the Caribbean and have resulted in a marked
change in the nature of cruising in areas such as the
British Virgin Islands where the norm is now costly
overnight moorings and pricey restaurants. That
industry has also increased employment opportunities
for those that cater to that segment of the boating
industry in the Caribbean.

Additionally, large private mega-yachts have
increased in numbers dramatically in the Caribbean
over the last decade. They also have an impact that at
times is large and obtrusive. However, they do spend
money and create jobs to the extent that the Caribbean
Marine Association has spoken in favor of doing what
is necessary to encourage more of them to visit the
Caribbean. The Association sees an increase in such
yachts as beneficial, although the measure of their
value is quoted only in terms of the amount of money
they will spend. I do not recall any assessment by the
Association on how the Caribbean may be affected in
other ways.

All of the above categories of yachting and cruising
have created jobs and opportunity for many in the
Caribbean, and that is a very good thing. However,
there are significant other impacts beyond just eco-
nomic. Certainly they have an environmental impact,
which impact we are not yet quite sure of as to magni-
tude. Further research in this area is necessary to be
sure that we do not destroy the very eco-structure that
is so alluring to so many. Not only destroy it in terms
of the impact of thousands of visitors on a beach on a
small island or the impact of huge anchors tearing up
the seabeds, but also the impact of what happens to
an area when the “solitude” that Jan de Groot referred
to is traded off for opportunity. Not everyone is happy
with the trade-off.

Recently, Fatty Goodlander mused in an article that
the megayacht that “inadvertently” pushed him out of
the channel entering St. Maarten hit the bridge on
entering, damaging both the bridge as well as the bow
of the yacht. Fatty’s concern, as this happened at
Christmas time, was whether the owner would be able
to repair the yacht and be able to match the color of
the yacht’s paint with the color of the yacht’s helicop-
ter. In other words, each of us has his own priorities
and Fatty imagines that the owner of that megayacht
is probably quite upset over what would happen if in
fact the helicopter did not match the yacht paint prop-
erly — i.e., it may not be a proper yacht!

What are the priorities of cruising boats, the thou-
sands of private cruising boats that spend so much time
and effort to come to the Caribbean from North
American and Europe? Certainly they do not come here
to be overrun by thousands of tourists coming off a
cruise line ship, or to anchor in North Sound in Virgin
Gorda and be hemmed in by elephantine megayachts
which block out the views in every direction. Nor to be
forced to pay US$50 or more for a mooring each night
because anchorage is limited to space only at the
extreme limit of the harbor in an area where most pru-
dent boat owners would not anchor. The priority is
normally to cruise to discover new areas and to have the
opportunity to anchor in what Jan refers to as Paradise:
that is, an anchorage that gives a lift to the heart and
the soul and not to anger when a megayacht runs its
generator all night and then in the morning starts its
massive diesels which are inevitably flatulent.

My response to Jan in regard to his question “To Hell
with Paradise?” would be NO. I will find paradise in the
Caribbean but I will not spend my time or my money
in locations with so many cruise ships, megayachts
and charter boats. The Caribbean Sea is over 1,000,000
square miles and there are thousands of those miles
that are pristine and untouched. Places where one’s

money goes a great distance consistent with one’s vis-
tas. White sand beaches without thousands of cruise
ship passengers. Beautiful anchorages that provide an
opportunity to anchor without having to compete with
200 charter boats and a mooring field so tightly
packed that jumping overboard for a swim is equiva-
lent to undertaking cesspool maintenance. And the
availability of bays that still have verdant vistas that
are not blocked by huge megayachts.

There is surely space for all of us in the Caribbean
Sea. It is Paradise Found and not Paradise Lost, to
answer Jan de Groot, but only if as cruisers we are
careful to choose where we route our craft and where
we spend our money. When I am only one cruising boat
being compared to a cruise ship or megayacht, I am not
sought after. However, when we remember we are a
group, a very large group, of cruising boats who share
a common cruising dream, then we have the strength
of numbers and when our numbers decide to no longer
visit a given anchorage or island, surely our presence
or lack of it will be noted, at which point the resident
population must decide who they want as a client.

Businesses, to serve properly, must know their clien-
tele and want to serve it appropriately. If I cannot get
what I want, i.e., my share of paradise, then I will set
sail and depart, at which point I will not raise the
question, “To Hell with Paradise?” but rather make the
declarative statement, “To Hell with what has become
Hell instead of Paradise!”

Frank Virgintino
Author of Free Cruising Guides

Dear Compass,

If Angelika Gruener (Compass, March 2012: “What's
on My Mind: Why Not a Single Clearance for Grenada
and SVG?”) finds checking in and out tiresome in SVG
and Grenada then I suggest she definitely skips Curacao.
We spent some hours visiting Customs, Immigration
and the Harbour Master. It was one of the longer check-
ins we've had, owing to a long bus ride in and the walk-
ing distance between offices, but we didn't see it as a
huge issue. As a fellow cruiser I have to heartily disagree
with her statement “all of us are really sick of all of that,”
referring to tedious check-in procedures.

Let’s face it — we're cruisers, and most of us (forgive me
if I am wrong) have put high-pressure jobs and frantic
lifestyles behind us, so it's not as if we have a board meet-
ing to attend! Clearing in and out is one of those aspects
of the cruising life we must accept and yes, it can be tiring
and long-winded, but remember, these procedures are in
place for a reason. And, after all, aren’t we the lucky ones
to be visiting these foreign countries by private yacht?
Let’s respect their systems, as hard as that may be at
times. The old “When in Rome” saying applies here.

By the way — unless Angelika has discovered a
miracle method of provisioning her boat, socializing or
sightseeing — doesn’t she have to lower the dinghy
and paddle ashore for these tasks too? And yes, we
had to anchor, take the dinghy ashore, catch a bus to
Hillsborough, do check-in, etcetera (and again in
Union Island), and both times it only took an hour
with friendly officials.

Angelika says she finds checking in boring. Surely
visiting delightful Union Island and seeing the colour-
ful fruit stalls and quaint buildings and friendly people
makes it all worthwhile? If Angelika changed her atti-
tude and saw the whole check-in procedure as a
chance to interact with the locals instead of seeing it as
a tiresome chore then maybe it would become easier.

By the way I suggest she never visits New Zealand
either. We have incredibly lengthy and involved Customs
and Immigration procedures designed to protect our
lovely country and we don't apologize for them at all.
Brenda Webb
S/Y Bandit

Dear Compass Readers,

Passing the sailing baton to future generations is a
worthwhile and necessary endeavour for those of us
fortunate to have experienced and enjoyed the chal-
lenges of sailing in the Caribbean. Now based on dry
land in Carriacou, we decided last winter to ask
Bernard Compton to build us a small dinghy over at
Windward. He and his son Eddie, also a highly accom-
plished shipwright, finally completed the task in
January and the 12-foot JAK was launched on
February 5th in true Windward fashion with lashings
of goat stew and Jack Iron. JAK has sweet lines and
her first sail was in typical “clean, sweet wind”.

We've now handed JAK over to the Carriacou Junior
Sailing Club, whose members will sail her at Windward.
With two sails, she is an ideal dinghy to help older
children who have outgrown Optimists but are not yet
ready to leap into the larger traditional double-enders.

Teena runs the CJSC and were sure she’d be
delighted to hear from Compass readers (via www.
facebook.com/carriacoujuniorsailing) with offers of
help and donations to keep the Club moving ahead.
Christine and Paul Burnett
Lauriston, Carriacou

Dear Compass,
On the evening of the February 21st, our dinghy
went missing in Saline Bay, Mayreau.
—Continued on next page
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We reported this over the VHF to the coastguard and
to anyone else who happened to be listening, all to no
avail, so we were stranded on board with guests
including two young children.

Our guests were due to leave on the 23rd in Union,
so we had to move on and try to make the rest of their
holiday as enjoyable as possible.

The following morning, after arriving in Chatham
Bay, Union Island, a local fellow named Jerry came by
our boat. We related our story to him. He offered to
take our guests and myself ashore and repeatedly
refused any payment, even though we explained to
him that we would not be eating ashore that evening
in his restaurant.

After spending some happy hours ashore, beach-
combing, our guests bought drinks in Jerry’s bar
where he made some delicious fish patties for them,
“on the house”!

‘When we were ready to return to the boat, Jerry took
us, again refusing payment, saying he was sorry for
the loss of our dinghy.

I want to thank Jerry for his kindness. He made the
loss of our dinghy easier and renewed my faith in
human nature.

By the way, a group of tourists who ate lunch at
Jerry’s said his food was perfect! So, when you are in
Chatham Bay, eat at Jerry’s. His is the last restaurant
at the northern end of the bay.

Geri Ferinand
S/V Calliope of Arne

Hi Compass,

We are down in Trinidad in Chaguaramas and wit-
nessed an amazing rescue of a navy blue monohull
that came past us in the dark at 7.30pm on April 4th.
It headed straight for the Power Boats haul-out dock
under motor, obviously in distress, with Coast Guard
following them to ensure that they were safe.

By 8:05pm Power Boats had put the yacht in the sling
lift and hauled it to safety. What amazing after-hours
service!

We hear so many complaints about Trinidad and here
we witnessed, first hand, the excellent service levels.

Well done to Power Boats and the T&T coast guard
for excellent service!

Denise and Jan Cluistra
S/V Nauti Cat

Dear Compass,

My wife, Sonia, and I are one of the thousands of
sailing couples across the wonderful Caribbean
islands. We've been living on board our Jeanneau Sun
Odyssey 51, Antigua Bis, since the Atlantic crossing in
December 2010.

I have personally known these islands since 1989
and I still get surprised to see that fishermen’s tech-
niques have not evolved: the markers indicating the
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Fish traps and nets marked with flagged buoys are
easier to avoid than transparent plastic bottles

presence of fishing nets and lobster pots are often only
one little, dark, round buoy or, worse, transparent
plastic bottles connected by a Kkiller floating line that is
absolutely invisible in waves or during the night.

One of my questions is why, after several years, con-
sidering the many financial contributions to the fish-
ing sector (especially in the French islands) no training
courses have been provided to teach them and supply
them with the right signal systems (e.g. a buoy with a
yellow flag) that would give a much better result to
fishermen themselves as well as to the yachtsmen,
with perfect customer satisfaction.

Last but not least, the fishing harbours should be
better cleaned and managed, as well as the public
beaches, where local parties leave litter and rubbish.

We are Italians from Bologna, so we are perhaps not
the ideal consultants to teach Caribbean governments
how to improve cleaning and order, but this appeal is
to be considered as a friendly ecological suggestion
and not a presumptuous diktat.

By the way, talking about buoys (now I mean moor-
ing buoys), with reference to a well-written article by
Tom Scott in February’s Compass about an unreliable
mooring in Salt Whistle Bay, Mayreau, in the same bay
on March 3rd the buoy rope where an Oceanis was
moored broke (the mooring costs US$25) and avoided

a collision with us by a hair’s breath and at that
moment there was very little wind. Where is the St.
Vincent & the Grenadines government in that area?
Massimo

Antigua Bis

Dear Compass,

Renting a mooring in any harbor is a risky business,
but here’s a story about my experience on Union Island.

As we came into the Clifton Harbor, a chap came
roaring alongside in his pirogue, asking if we wanted
to rent a mooring. The harbor was packed with charter
boats. I looked around, and figured for EC$75 I would
rent one. The dickering started out at EC$100, but we
settled at $75. He showed us a mooring right off the
Anchorage Yacht Club. Great. We went ashore, to the
airport to first clear Immigration, and then walked into
town to clear Customs and look around. Nice town;
wish we had more time.

Back on the boat, it was getting close to rum-and-
tonic time when a large catamaran came up behind
us. The woman on the bow yelled, “Please move; you
are on our mooring!”

“I just paid $75 to rent this mooring.”

“That’s not our fault. That’s our mooring. We've had
it for five years. Please move.”

“What about my $75?”

“That’s your worry.”

I yell at the kids to get the mooring line off. Julie
comes up to ask what’s going on, I start the engine. We
motor around looking for a suitable place to drop the
hook. I find one and we get settled in on the very edge
of the channel.

I'm angry. I look ashore to the fishermen’s pier and
see my rental chap’s boat tied along side. As soon as I
feel our boat is safe on the hook, I leap into the dinghy
and roar ashore. As I climb the rusty ladder, an older
gent who appears to be in charge comes to meet me.

“You know who owns that boat?” I ask, pointing to
the boat in question.

“Why you want to know?” he asks.

“Cause he rented me a mooring that belongs to
someone else and he needs to give me back my $75.”

“Yes, I know him. Come with me.” He takes me to a
taxi. “Bert, you take this man to find...” I climb in and
we drive from one place to another, the driver speaking
with people in a language I can’t understand. No luck
finding the chap, but I did get to see some of this tiny
island. Back at the fishing dock, I pay the driver
EC$20 and go searching for the old man. As I come
around the corner of a building, the guy who rented
me the mooring comes toward me with a $100 bill in
his hand.

“I was looking for you,” he says.

“You didn’t look too hard,” I say. “We've been driving
around the island looking for you,” I say, not kindly,
taking the $100.

“You got change?” he asks.

“I would have, had I not paid the taxi driver $20 to
drive around looking for you.”

“I was here.”

“Not when I came ashore looking for you.” I continue
to walk toward my dinghy.

“You owe me $25.”

“I owe you?” I ask. “You rent me a mooring that does
not belong to you, then run off with the money. You
owe me for the taxi ride.”

“That makes no difference — you now owe me. I want
my change.”

I jump into my dinghy, start the engine and roar out
to my boat. By the time I climb on deck, the guy is ten
feet off Searcher’s port side, standing in his boat, yell-
ing he wants his $25.

“If you want the $25 back, then you pay me the $20
it cost to go find you,” I demand. This exchange goes
like this on for 15 minutes. The cockpits of the boats
nearby are crowded with people listening to us banter
back and forth. It's slightly embarrassing. Neither of
us wants to back down.

“You fraudulently rented me a mooring you had to
authorization or right to. That’s illegal.”

“You owe me $25.”

“We deduct for the taxi ride to nowhere, which
means | owe you $5, which doesn't even pay for the
aggravation. You should pay a fine. You're lucky if I
even give you the $5 back.”

And on it goes. My kids are watching from a hid-
ing place on the bow behind a sail bag. Julie is hid-
ing below. The people on the yachts nearby are
cheering us on. This is better then a cable television
reality show.

We settle on the $5 refund, and as the guy takes
the bill, beating a retreat back to the fisherman’s
pier, the fleet of yachts gives us a round of applause.
I fall into the cockpit and drink a warm rum and
tonic, the ice having melted long ago, all in one gulp,
asking for another.

So much for renting moorings in the future.

David Lyman
S/V Searcher

Dear Compass Readers,

Visit Wallilabou and see who the real Pirates of the
Caribbean were.

This beautiful St. Vincent Bay has been ruined by

the wreckage left by the Disney Corporation when they
used the bay as a filming location in 2003.

I understand that an agreement was made with local
landowners to leave the flimsy film set as a tourist
attraction. The landowners had little understanding of
the temporary nature of the attractive facades, jetties
and bridge used as a set. They thought that they
would be able to maintain them as they appeared in
the film. Now the film sets have decayed, collapsed and
rusted, becoming an eyesore and a hazard.

The Disney Corporation should be compelled to pay
for the removal of the remaining rubbish and return
Wallilabou Bay to the attractive location that they
have spoiled.

Derek Ide
S/V Buzzard

Dear Compass Readers,

In the yachting sector in St. Vincent & the Grenadines
there have been increases in port calls of yachts and
megayachts. SVG has been recognized in the top ten
destinations for diving by several magazines. The Park
Rangers there are doing a most commendable job to
protect our National Marine Park, the Tobago Cays.
Despite the economic downturn that the world faces,
SVG cannot complain too much.

Credit must be given to the St. Vincent & The
Grenadines Ministry of Tourism, Sports & Culture.
Shoreside sites such as Owia Salt Pond, Black Point
Tunnel, Dark View Falls, Fort Duvernette, the Belmont
Look-Out Point, the Botanic Gardens and Wallilabou
Falls, to name a few, have been given great attention
by the authorities.

—Continued on next page
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It has also been observed that better access roads, resting lounges, restrooms and
signage have created an improved atmosphere. Work has also been done to try to
make docks accessible for dinghies and there are more shops and craft vendors offer-
ing a wider variety of commodities.

Yachts at Blue Lagoon, St. Vincent. The yachting sector is improving
but there is still worlk to do

However, amidst this, there are still problems, such as with inconsistent taxi fares.
I urge the authorities to enforce and regulate the fares to particular sites. Too often
it is heard that different passengers are charged different fares for the same return
trip. Things like these can create problems for the industry and for the taxi operators
themselves. Those taxi operators who demonstrate good interpersonal skills and
knowledge of the country must be commended.

Also, although much progress has been made, the issue of yacht burglary remains
an area of serious concern. Another concern is the presence of lionfish. We still have
work to do.

Amal Thomas
St. Vincent

Dear Compass Readers,

We have been cruising the Caribbean for over 15 years on our Koopmans 44. We
once thought we didn’'t need a watermaker because we have 1,700 liters of water in
two tanks aboard Nele. But 1,700 liters (about 450 US gallons) goes quite fast and
our main concern was always to save water, especially when we were in the “out
islands”. Since we are seldom in marinas it was not always easy to get water; either
one had to carry jerry cans or, if possible, have someone deliver it. Not to mention the
water quality in some areas. Another consideration was that we have a steel boat —
how nice would it be if we could flush the whole deck with fresh water after a trip!

We studied a lot of literature and spoke to many yachties who already had a water-
maker. After a lot of inquiries and endless questions the answer was certain for us: we
were going to install a watermaker! Certainly not one of the expensive models, but a
compact unit made of high-quality parts that are simple to operate without electronic
controls. The unit should also make plenty of water, because we want to run our gen-
erator as little as possible. Our only option meeting all these criteria was to install a
CAT high-pressure pump powered with a 230-Volt AC motor, because 12-Volt arrange-
ments either do not make sufficient water or have very high power consumption.

The desalination units built especially for yachts could be expensive, and some
were unreliable, according to cruiser friends. So we waited until now to install a
watermaker that really deserves the name. It is no longer true that watermakers are
expensive and break down frequently, because, first of all, the formerly expensive
membranes have become a lot more affordable and durable (usage of five to ten years
is standard). Secondly, you can select parts of high quality made in high numbers
so they are available everywhere in case of failure.

One of the most important considerations is where to mount the whole unit. It needs
ingenuity to figure out where to mount all the parts. (This is not such a task with a
modular construction.) I took measurements and tried out everything possible on our
boat, until I found the right places for the components. I am rather proud of myself
because our desalination unit hardly takes up valuable space and is not visible except
for the gauges and flow meter. I have also reduced the noise level to a minimum.

An unaccounted plus is that we only use one of the two 850-liter water tanks, and
can use the other as additional storage since it is readily accessible.

We have a small diesel generator with 3,500 watts at 230V 50 Hz continuous duty,
which charges the batteries while the watermaker is running. The electric motor of
our unit has 1.75 horsepower. This is approximately 1,400 watts. The starting power
needed can be ten-fold, however, the motor starts in idle because the pressure is
applied after starting (approximately 55-60 bars or 850 psi). The lift pump was not
absolutely necessary because our system is installed completely below the waterline,
but to feed the water through the filters to the HIP pump certainly lengthens the life
of the pre-filters and makes sure that the HIP pump does not cavitate.

Our watermaker consists of two pre-filters, a SS 316 CAT high-pressure pump with
direct mounted 230-Volt electric AC motor, two 40-inch membranes, two pressure
gauges, flow meter, lift pump, pressure regulating valve, diversion valve for tank and
overboard, and various connection parts made of high-grade stainless steel and of PVC
as well as different hoses and high-pressure tubes, mounting material, etcetera.

It makes about 140 liters (42 gallons) of good drinking water per hour. We run the
watermaker every two or three days for an hour; this is enough to cover our water
consumption — including the often-used washing machine. We are absolutely happy
with our investment, comfort on board has increased considerably and our water-
maker is one of our best installations yet! Our watermaker is now in its sixth year of
service with the same membranes and no repairs except a broken high-pressure
gauge. Since installing we have not taken on water anywhere.

If you have questions concerning the installation and or use of a watermaker, con-
tact us at horst@water-maker.net
Horst and Evamaria Bressel
S/V Nele

Dear Compass,

We would like to put in a good word for the Ottley Hall Marina on St. Vincent. For
the two past eight-month summer sessions we have left our 28-foot cabin cruiser,
Spirit, hauled at Ottley Hall, and would like to let people know what impeccable ser-
vice we have gotten from them in every way.

In the past we left our 51-foot Beneteau, Mystique, hauled during 18 different sum-
mers at marinas in St. Lucia, Trinidad or Martinique, and feel that Ottley Hall can
compare favorably with any one of these bigger marinas.

Al McLellan
M/V Spirit
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Dear Compass Readers,

I'm just putting this down for you to think of what to do when fate hits. As we
know, sailing in the Caribbean is mostly enjoyed by people who are already in the
second half of their century (I mean 50 years and older). Distances are short, and if
weather permits, sailing is nice and easy. But cruising depends not only on weather.
It also depends on your physical condition, and on other people on boats, too.

We had been anchored with a stern line ashore in Cumberland Bay, St. Vincent
for four weeks. The local people there are marvelous, the bay is beautiful.
Because of the French restaurant, many French-flagged charter boats come here
with their guests. Sometimes there are more than 20 boats, one aside another
along the beachfront.

On the 23rd of February a French-flagged trimaran anchored on our starboard
side, a bit behind us, with a line ashore. As usual, everybody went ashore for dinner.
It was 9:00pm when the current changed and the trimaran started to bang onto our
stern; cockpit lights were on, but nobody was on board. I tried to reach someone on
VHF 16, but no response. At 11:00pMm the people from the trimaran came back with
cheerful noisy chatting. It took me a while to get the skipper’s attention and I
explained the situation. I asked him to pull his trimaran about three to four metres
farther back, and everything would be fine.

Back on his boat the discussion with his guests started. They did not want to
move their trimaran back a few metres; the excuse was that there might not be
enough water under the keel there. (The water there is very deep till two metres off
the shoreline, and they were about 30 metres away.) Instead they decided to leave
the bay altogether.

I went to bed beside my husband, Richard. Not long after, we heard a “bang” in
front of our boat. We both went out immediately, and realized that the trimaran’s
anchor had gotten entangled in our anchor chain. They pulled up more of their
chain, suddenly their stern swung around and hit our bow and bobstay with full
force. There was a lot of hollering on the other boat, while we could do absolutely
nothing. Finally they got up their anchor, together with ours, lifted our 60-pound
CQR out of their chain and threw it back in the sea. That was just after midnight.

They left without any apologies, and no mention of settling the damage they had
done to our bow. Before they disappeared in the dark they sarcastically hollered
back, “Danke schon!” leaving us standing there like bloody idiots with damage to
Angelos and an unset anchor.

We were very angry and upset about that rude behavior. In Germany, if you cause
an accident with your car and drive away, the penalty is jail for a couple of years. At
sea, some people seem to think they can do whatever pleases them. Real sailors and
cruisers take it on the chin for their mistakes and the trouble they cause others, and
will at least apologize. Now, Dear Reader, choose for yourself if you are a real sailor
or riffraff.

Shortly after these events, Richard became very short of breath. We thought this
would go away. For a while he felt better, but at 5:00am I called Josef, one of the line
handlers, for help. He immediately responded and called the nurse in the village. I
packed all the necessities for the hospital. “Don’t forget my razor and toothbrush,”
Richard told me. Then I phoned Josef again, to help me transport Richard from the
boat to the jetty. Josef already had organized a car, waiting at the jetty, to drive us
to the hospital in Kingstown.

When I went down into the salon I found Richard pumping the toilet. Our Blake
Victory requires some effort to pump the water in, and then out on another valve. I
ordered Richard to stop that right away. “I've already finished,” he said. He even
closed the three valves. I had him sit on the settee to wait till I got the dinghy down.
It was still dark at 5.30am, but I could see another line handler, Atneal, coming in
his boat to untie the lines of another yacht. Because we didn’t have our outboard on
the dinghy I shouted to Atneal to come straightaway to us and help me get Richard
ashore faster. When I went to Richard in the salon I found him fallen on the floor.
Atneal and I placed Richard back on the settee. I started mouth-to-mouth breathing
and Atneal with CPR.

It was of no use. My beloved husband passed away on the 24th of February, 2012,
at 5:30am of a heart attack. I can’t help but blame the French louts for his death.
The “Danke schon” does not go in return.

The policeman from Spring Village organized all formalities and a funeral home
vehicle to transport Richard to Kingstown. The funeral home organized everything
necessary to ship Richard back to Germany. The people from the village and
Cumberland Bay were outstandingly helpful. They all passed by every day asking if
I needed any help. They brought me roasted breadfruit, bananas appeared on deck,
the French restaurant offered me free WiFi. William, who is selling fruits, came row-
ing along every day to have a chat. He had named Richard “Papi”. One day he rowed
along saying, “No more Papi; I miss my Papi!”

If you ever come to Cumberland Bay you'll find the most wonderful, helpful and
courteous people in the Caribbean. The Lord may bless them all.

I cannot tell you how I felt and still feel when a faithful heart stopped beating. We
were married 25 years, lived and sailed on Angelos for more than 23 years (20 years
together with our son Angelus), 24 hours each day of the year. There was no escape,
no slamming door — we loved, accepted and respected each other. Now it is silent
on Angelos, nobody says my nickname anymore, nobody takes care of me, nobody is
waiting for me to come home when I go shopping or swimming, and nobody enjoys
my cooking any more. I am now on my own.

Will you be ready when fate hits?

Angelika Griiner
S/V Angelos

with Branch offices in .hEVing TJE"-'“';
English Harbour good insurance 3
Jolly Harbour pays' ...seriously!
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THE CRUISING SAILOR'S CHANDLERY SINCE 1990

AMERON ABC 3 TIN FREE SELF POLISHING ANTIFOULING PAINT

CORMER: MIRANDA & GUARAGUAD, PUERTO LA CRUZ, VEMEZUELA
TEL: 58 ([281) 265-3844 - E-MAIL: sanadumanine@hotrmail com

18.25.50N
69.36.67W

* High Quality Sheltered Moorings

* Slips to 120" with depth 10

* 70 Ton Travelift (30' beam)

* ABYC certified machanics

* Shore power 30, 50 and 100 amps
* All slips with fingers

* Showers, Laundry, Restaurant, 24 hr security
* Immigration office in the marina for clearance
* Free WIFI and Free Intemet

 Dinghy Dock

* 12 miles East of Santo Domingo
& 7 miles East of Intemational Airport

Visit: marinazarpar.com
Tel: 809 523 5858

email: info@marinazarpar.com
VHF Channel 5

SSYAINOD NVIEdRIVO  ¢L0C AVIN

6¢ 39Vvd
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ST. THOMAS YACHT SALES

Compass Point Marina, 6300 Est. Frydenhoj, Suite 28,
St. Thomas, U.S.V.l. 00802

Tel: (340) 779-1660
Fax: (340) 779-4803
yachts @islands.vi

MISS Good¥
43’ 1987 Marine Trading
Sundeck, Washer/Dryer
$85,000

Exposure
36’ 1993 Prout Snowgoose
Excellent Condition

Sail
37’ 1977 Tartan, well maintained, stack pack, AP $39,000
38’ 1967 Le Comte, Northeast 38, classic, excellent cond. $78,500
43’ 1976 Gulfstar, Yanmar 75HP,low hrs. AP, $45,000
50’ 1978 Nautor MSailer, refit, excellent cruiser $249,000
Power
26’ 1997 Grady White, cuddy cabin, twin Yamahas $36,000
40’ 2002 Corinthian 400, Twin Yanmars, Express Cruiser $250,000

42’ 1984 Present Sundeck, 135HP Ford Lehmans, needs wk  $39,000
48 2004 Dyna Craft MY, 450 Cats, 3 strms $295,000

Call, fax or visit our website for a complete list of boats for sale
www.stthomasyachts.com

Yacht Brokerage

Visit us at www.caribbean-yachis.com for complete list of boats for sale

AMEL 54 2005 Privilege 465 - 2002
110 HP Volvo New! Genset - Water Maker - Private boat never been chartered
Air Cond - Davits Full options French Flag Genset - Water Maker - Solar Panels
EC Vat Paid 499 000 € Elec winches - Perfect condition
Ready to go - French Flag
EC VAT PAID - 349 000 €

MONOH
Amel 54 2009 Full options ‘Amel1 Year warranty) 619 000 €
Amel Super Maramu 1994 1650 Hrs on 180 000 €
au Oceanis 510 - 1991 Owner versi 139 000 €
Hunter Marine 49 - 2007 Private boat fuII options 196 000 €
Oceanls 473 - 2002 Owner Version 159 000 €
Gib Sea 472 - 199: 4 000
Jeanneau SUN ODYSSEY 45.2 - 2000 56 Hp Yanmar 88 000 €
DUFOUR ATTRACTIVE PRICE 89 000 €
Jeanneau SUN ODYSSEY 35 - 2005  Owner boat 59 000 €
CATAMARANS
Lagoon 500 - 2011 3 Cabins Like New 550 000 €
Lagoon 470 - 2002 3 Cabins New Engines 330 000 €
Dean 441 - 2008 4 cabins 369 000 €
Lagoon 410 S2 - 2006 - 4 Cabins 185000 €
Lavezzi 40 ; 2004 - 4 Cabins 175 000 €

French Caribbean
Saint-Martin . Martinique . Gua
Phone: + 590 590 294 845

www. caribbean-yachts.com

3 THE MULTIHULL COMPANY

THE WORLIYS LEADER IN MULTIHULL SALES AND SERVICE

Lt the workd's Lrpest avemamonal Colsmans n
wiirras brokerage, The Mubshall Cospany, aiis you
il fhe pearchane o ale of a mubthel] asewber: in the
workd

The Muhibull Compasy offers seversl detincn
dhefferences, I ity puaterrmg buyer Bruker progiam 2008 89° Catana 2007 73 Executive
developad by founder Philkp Bermas, himsell s Weeld €4.900.000 $2,000,000
Champion catamarsn racer mnd suhor, o it inSormational -

prin advertisemionis thal reach jest s right beyers and
sellers of cutamanans, 1 its mosthly sewshemers thin
actuslly belp readon umdatiasd the market, e laea
trends m wailing, and ven tack be the rooent contrin o
shout clectric eogines, helm station placeremt
dagprrioands vernn kecls, o, w0 o powerfel online
poeiemoe i sockal madis ke daw and LS. and
Ensopans boal il pardipates

1999 60° Fountaine Pajot
$619,000 $950,000

2007 50° Catana

Vit w ol www, multolicompany com s s why The
Mulnball Company is truly the chotor of sailans srousd the i
werkd. W olfer cven the civeal browser the meam 1o

unederitand the markel wath expert vidom, aftiches and s
catcnve scloction of calarmarses sad rimatan Hided for

2008 50° Lagoon
$749,000 €340,000

2000 47" Catana

ke

SOUNDS OF SILENCE

by Peter Ward

One subject sure to be touched on down at the club or gathered around a potluck
barbecue is the rare solitude offered to cruising people. The Old Salt tucked into
“his” corner of the pub reminisces over starry nights, empty seas and total silence.
Trouble is, the BOF (Boring Old Fart) has not been to sea since 52, and then it was
as ballast weight on a racing yacht in the Bay, whereafter he was sick for a couple
of days. But, we do tend to remember the good bits about sailing, not the myriad
challenges, sheer exhaustion, screaming frustrations, bolshie Customs officers and
weather fit only for Vikings.

To get back to the theme. I mean, silence? The last time I heard silence was in the
middle of the Namib Desert in the last hours before dawn. Or perhaps the
Bulffelsfontein Library on a Sunday morning. How can you hear silence? Easy — if
you can hear the blood pumping through your ears, you are probably in a very quiet
place. Either that, or Beloved has delivered another of those lightning slaps to the
side of your head.

Let's not forget the monotonous,
psychotic slap of the loose halyard

A standard cruising yacht is not silent. Let’s start with the basic element, water. If
it’s not bubbling, chuckling, slapping, churning or trickling, it is roaring, foaming,
crashing and smashing and generally trying to find a way to kill you. Even being
totally becalmed is no recipe for a quiet break. You roll and pitch and the sugar
scoop smacks down with enough force to shake your teeth every 45.5 seconds. Nope.
Water fails the silence test hands down.

Then it's the wind. Anybody who says they have a quiet boat is probably referring
to the old canoe taken out on Midmar Dam at misty dawn on a calm weekend. When
you stop paddling, sure, it can be pretty hushed. Then the dude with the jet-ski starts
his warm-up exercises. No, cruising boats are a source of noise second only to certain
iron foundries shut down in the late 1800s for poor safety practices. The “natural”
noises consist of a medley of sighs, whining and weeping (that’s the skipper looking
at the latest maintenance bill). The wind screams through the rigging, jollies up the
wind generator with a menacing snarl, flaps anything flappable. No, not the sails, I
trim the sails so they don't flap. I do this by leaving them inside the stack pack and/
or neatly furled at all times. Especially when sailing. The wind drives the self-steering
with a “squeegee-squeegee” noise. The wind howls when angry, and like the water, is
always on the lookout for human sacrifice. And let’s not forget the monotonous, psy-
chotic slap of the loose halyard when at anchor. Not yours of course, always the other
guy’s. Most murders on anchorages are firmly rooted in this phenomenon.

The boat itself has a few tricks in the sound department. The hull creaks, groans
and generally complains of a life hard lived or maybe it’s just a warning that the keel
is about to fall off. Stuff packed lovingly at the start of the voyage, wrapped in news-
paper and tucked into bulletproof lockers soon finds a way to escape and begin the
“find me if you can” game. That clonk-clonk has been the death-knell of many a
cruising partnership. Sounds transmitted through the hull often sound like people
talking (about you), or even symphony orchestras. This is a good time to consider
moving back to land. There is more room for the orchestra in the garage than in the
lazarette, which is where you are convinced they now live. As for the people talking
about you, well, they do tend to do that and you just have to get over it.

And those bloody birds? No man, if it’s not the inane hawking and spitting of gulls,
it’s the smelly cormorants grunting as they squeeze a runny poop over your rail, deck
and sail cover. And your head if you are not quick. Cute little martins or wagtails
perch on the rail just above your berth hatch, trilling out a joyful song. At 0430.

Of course there are always the coarser sounds, but we control them to a degree.
Main engine diesel exhausts thump and burble, gensets putter and outboards buzz,
hand-held tools whine and scrape, hammers hammer, stereo sets blast out hits from
the '60s (so, sue me), DVDs are watched and the Autohelm goes “gronk gronk gronk-
kkkkkk” depending on the size of the swell. I once forgot to secure the anchor and
took an hour to discover it happily trashing the bow with resounding “bongs”. In the
middle of the night. Chart plotters beep, AIS’s ping, radar bleeps, Beloved snores
— hell, its quieter down the mall on a Saturday.

Thunder and lightning at sea. Very loud when right overhead, a menacing grumble
on the horizon most of the time.

Grrrrrrrrr! Not a rabid dog, just the bilge pump, faithfully doing its thing. Every 30
seconds. Maybe I should look into that.

Grrrrrrrr! Yap! Rabid dog aboard boat that just dropped anchor so close he may as
well have asked for mooring rights on your foredeck. Prancing naked on deck with a
battery-powered drill with 10mm bit in one hand, and an old aluminium colander on
your head often makes them go away. Actually when I tried it, it drew paying specta-
tors from all over the anchorage. I must have been good!

Aaaoooogah! (repeated several times, can’t remember the codes). That's an FBBB
(fairly bloody big boat) normally around the size of ten soccer fields and as high as
a block of flats, bearing down on you at a range of approximately one hundred
metres at 50 knots, apparently demanding right of way. Obviously never read the
same book I did (Sailing for Dummies). Silly man. He’ll turn awa...

“Grinch...grinch...grinch”. Now there’s a new one. Turns out to be the main prop
shaft turning in neutral while under sail, with what sounds like a dubious bearing.
Maybe I should look into that.

“Hola, Senor. ¢Tienes cigarettes?” S'true. Colombian fishermen on channel 16 offer-
ing trade. Half a kilo best Colombian White for one pack Chesterfield. Hmmm, which
is more habit-forming? Which will get me in more trouble? Let’s think about this one.

“Vrooooooom!” That was easy — US Coastguard long-range aircraft just spotted
our contact with Pablo and buzz us, looking for name and flag, no doubt. We quick-
ly furl the flag and hang the dirty washing over the boat name on the transom. That
ought to fool them.

No, fellow cruiser, life on the ocean wave is far from quiet, but there are
many compensations.

Sorry, what’s that? Can’t hear you.

“Tweeeeeeeeeeeee.” Making tea, dear?
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Public holiday in many places (Labour Day)

Start of Atlantic Cup Rally, Tortola to Virginia.

www.worldcruising.com/atlanticcup

West Indies Regatta, St. Barth’s. See ad on page 41

Start of ARC Europe, Tortola to Portugal. www.worldcruising.com/arceurope

Public holiday in Guyana (Arrival Day)

BVI Dinghy Championships. Royal British Virgin Islands Yacht Club

(RBVIYC), www.royalbviyc.org

Round St. Barth’s Race (windsurfers and beach cats)

Paddle Board Race from Havana to Key West. Hemingway International

Yacht Club (CNIH), yachtclub@cnih.mh.cyt.cu

St. Lucia Jazz Festival. www.stluciajazz.org

Round Booby Island Regatta, Nevis. Nevis Yacht Club, (869) 662-9403

FULL MOON

Public holiday in Nevis (Labour Day)

St. Barth’s Theatre Festival. www.saintbarth-tourismme.com

1-13 Anguilla Sailing Festival. Anguilla Sailing Association,

www.anguillaregafta.com

12- 13 Captain Oliver’'s Regatta, St. Martin. www.coyc-sxm.com

12 - 13  Shore Fishing Tournament, Havana, Cuba. Cuban Sport Fishing Federation

14 - 15 International Workshop: “90 years of Hydrography in Cuba”, Havana.
CNIH, yachtclub@cnih.mh.cyt.cu

16 - 20 Around Guadeloupe Race. www.friskellcup.com

17 - 19 Combat des Coques Regatta, Martinique. Club Nautique du Marin (
CNM), (596) 74 92 48, club-nautique-du-marin@wanadoo.fr,
www.clubnautiquedumarin.com

17 -20 Mount Gay Rum Barbados Regatta. Barbados Yacht Club.
See ad on page 15

17 - 20 Curacao Challenge International Windsurfing. www.curacaochallenge.com

18 Public holiday in Haiti (Flag Day)

18 - 19 Conference: “"The Cuban nautical recreational industry, present
and future developments”, Havana. CNIH, yachtclub@cnih.mh.cyt.cu

19 -20 Lowell Wheatley Anegada Pursuit Race, BVI. RBVIYC, www.royalbviyc.org

19-20 Captain Oliver’s Regatta, St. Martin. www.coyc-sxm.com

21 Public holiday in Cayman Islands (Discovery Day)

21 Reception for the 20th Anniversary of the Hemingway International
Yacht Club of Cuba. CNIH, yachfclub@cnih.mh.cyt.cu

24 - 28 Canouan Regatta, Grenadines. Canouan Sailing Club,
cmclaurean@hotmail.com

25 - 27 Foxy’s Wooden Boat Regatta, Jost van Dyke, BVI.
www.foxysbar.com/woodenRegatta.html

25 - 27 Antigua & Barbuda Fishing Tournament. www.antiguabarbudasportfishing.com

26 Public holiday in Guyana (Independence Day)

26 - 28 Martinique to St. Lucia and Return Race. Club Nautique du Marin (CNM),
www .clubnautiquedumarin.com

26 -28 Green Island Weekend, Anfigua. Anfigua Yacht Club (AYC),

www.anfiguayachtfclub.com
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27 Public holiday in Bonaire (Pentecost)

28 Public holiday in many places (Whit Monday)

28 Petite Martinique Whit Monday Regatta, Grenadines.
www.grenadagrenadines.com

28 Conference: "Climate change and the migration of billfish species”,

Havana, Cuba. CNIH, yachtclub@cnih.mh.cyt.cu
28 - 2 June Emest Hemingway International Billfishing Tournament,
Marina Hemingway, Cuba.
www.hemingwaycuba.com/hemingway-fishing-tournament.html
30 Public holiday in Trinidad & Tobago (Indian Arrival Day),
Anguilla (Anguilla Day) and Haiti (Mothers” Day)

JUNE

3 Public holiday in the Bahamas (Labour Day)

3-9 Carriacou Photo Festival. www.carriacouphotofestival.org

4 FULL MOON

5 World Environment Day

7 Public holiday in many places (Corpus Christi)

9 Public holiday in the BVI and Anguilla (Sovereign’s Birthday)

9-10 Caribbean Laser Championships, St. Maarten. St. Maarten Yacht Club
(SMYC), www.smyc.com

9-10 Kingfish Tournament, Trinidad. http://ttgfa.com/events

9-10 Les Saintes Regatta. www.triskellcup.com

9-17 Jamaica International Jazz Festival, Ocho Rios. www.ochoriosjazz.com

16 - 17 Barbados International J/24 Open Championships. www.sailbarbados.com

16 - 17 St. Lucia Optimist & Laser Championship. St. Lucia Yacht Club (SLYC),
www stluciayachtclub.com

17 Public holiday in some places (Ascension Day)
19 Public holiday in Trinidad & Tobago (Labour Day)
20 Summer Solstice

21 Féte de la Musique, Marin, Martinique.

http://972.agendaculturel fr/festival/fete-de-la-musique-le-marin-2012.html
22 - 24 Scotiabank International Optimist Regatta, St. Thomas, USVI.
St. Thomas Yacht Club (STYC), www.styc.net
22 -24 SSS Offshore Regatta: St. Maarten, Saba, Statia. SMYC, www.smyc.com
23 - 24 Quantum IC-24 International Regatta, BVI. RBVIYC, www.rbviyc.org
23 - 25 Fishermen’s Festival, Charlotfteville, Tobago. tel (868) 660-5521
28 - 30 St. Kitts Music Festival. www.stkittsmusicfestival.net
29 Fisherman’s Birthday. Celebrations in many fishing villages
29 - 10 July Vincy Mas (St. Vincent Carnival). www.carnivalsvg.com

All information was correct to the best of our knowledge
at the time this issue of Compass went to press — but plans change,
so please contact event organizers directly for confirmation.
If you would like a nautical or tourism event listed FREE in our monthly calendar, please send
the name and date(s) of the event and the name
and contact information of the organizing body to
sally@caribbeancompass.com

WEST INDIES
REGATTA

.BARTH, FWI

MAY 4 -7, PORT DE GUSTAVIA, ST. BARTH

MLANDES WITH THRADITIONAL SAILL"

SAIL - MONO AND MULTIHULLS: 43' Brewer Pacific '96 Strong, Seaworthy 59K
57" leanneau'10 New and Fully Found! 687K 43'Shannon Yachts PH'02 Exceptional 319K
57" Abeking & Rasmussen '62 Classic 249K 43'R&C Leopard 43 '08 w/Air. Great Price 299K
54" Hylas DS '00 Luxurious Cruiser 550K 43'Slocum 4383 Bristol, Near Perfect 159K
54"Hylas Std 99 Heavily Equipped 575K 42" Hunter Passage 95 Centerline Queen B9K
54" Ta Chiao CT54 B2 Strong, Seaworthy 249K 42" Beneteau 42 CC'05 Comfor table w/Air] 39K
50° Beneteau Cyclades 50.5°06, Gen & Airl 90K 41" Bavaria '04 Great Sailer, Very Clean 105K
50" leanneau 50 D809 Amazing Price 390K 41'Ben.Oceanis 41101 Classicw/ Gear 99K
49" leanneau 4905 05 Immaculate 209K 41'Bristol 41.1'84 Well Equipped & Ready149K
49" leanneau 49°05 Gen & Air, Great Price?d5K 41" Formosa CT 41°74 Amazing Pricell 45K
49" Hunter 4908 Incredible Value 289K 41'Lagoon 410 52°05/06,(2) Starting @ 265K
48" Mautor Swan '00 Pristine Qualit 465K 40" Pearson 1979 Fast Centerboarder 39K
48' Tayana 48°00 Strong, Comforrat;le 315K 39 Jean, Sun Odyssey 3905 '07 Private 189K
A7 Ben. First 47.7 ' 01 Fast, Hrgh Spec 199K 38'Island Packet 1992 Strong Cruiser  134.9K
4 Wauquiez Centurion 86 Pedigl 99K 38 Freedom 88 Excellent Desian/Value 69.5K
46 Hylas 2001 Quality, Well Equipped 335K 36' Ben, Oceanis 36100 Clean Cruiser  54.9K
48’ Beneteau 461 ‘00 Fast 3 Cabin Model 99K 36'Ben.Oceanis 361 00 Never Chartered 75K
A6 Warwick Cardinal ‘87 Immaculate 200K 35" kland Packet "98 Reputable Cruiser 140K
45' Cape George ‘92 Amazing Quality 349K 34'Pacific Seacraft'01 Beautiful, Safe 149K

45" Jean. Sun Odyssey 45.2 02 Private 225K POWER:
45'Hunter Passage 450, Cruise Ready 149K 82' Custom Steel Motoryacht 05 199K
44' Lagooh 440 '06 4 Cab w/ Gen & Air 400K 48°Sea Ray Sundancer 4808 Immaculate 500K

44" Lagoon 44005 Great Condition 495K 43'Lagoon 4305, Lowest On The Market 290K
44 CSY 1979 Original Caribbean Cruiser 79K f
44 Hunter DS44, New Engine & Genset 165K W W W .bviyachtsales.com

CREW VACANCIES!

email: crew@tradewindscruiseclub.com

TradeWinds Cruise Club operate a fleet of catamarans across
TRADEWINDS six destinations in the Caribbean.

We are the fastest growing charter company,

operating TERM CHARTERS, all inclusive, 7 days.

We are looking for crew, mainly teams in the form of a Captain and a Chef/Hostess.
We prefer couples that are married OR have been living together for at least a year.
The nature of the job is such that the better the understanding and teamwork
between Captain and Chef the more successful your charters will be.
Requirements: Captain with a Skipper’s licence.

Chef/Hostess with a basic understanding of cooking.

Dive master/ instructor for either the Captain and/or Chef is a plus.

We offer full training onsite in the Caribbean.

This is a FUN job with great earning potential. If you are willing to work hard and
have a positive disposition to life this could be your DREAM job.
Anyone with an interest is welcome to apply.

If you would like more information about this job or send your CV to us, please
use this email address:

crew@tradewindscruiseclub.com
or by mail to: Bequia Marina, P.O.Box 194BQ, Port Elizabeth,
Bequia, St Vincent & the Grenadines
Tel. St Vincent +784 457 3407  Tel. St Maarten +599 5510550
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Antigua

www. thelucy.com

oNndeck

Maritime Training

Azores

MID ATLANTIC
YACHT SERVICES

PT-9900-144 HORTA / FAIAL, AZORES
Providing all vital services to
Trans-Atlantic Yachts!

Incl. Chandlery, Charts, Pilots, Rigging
EU-VAT (16%) importation
Duty free fuel (+10.000It)

TEL +351 292 391616 FAX +351 292 391656
mays@mail.telepac.pt
idatlanti | vices.com

WWW.

y

Dominica

Portsmouth an
(Look for.the Bamboo Hut, brlght Ilghls and small

dinghy dock a}theﬁc?orner ;towards Fort Shirley)®
ocal Arts on Dlsplay i

Tel: 767-265-6338 or
_ﬂfl montyworks @hotmail.com
!

Tue-Sun 9am - 2am

_ Grenada _
CARRIACOU REAL ESTATE

Land and houses for sale
For full details see our website:
WWWw.carriacou.net
or contact Carolyn Alexander at
Carriacou Real Estate Ltd

e-mail: islander@spiceislie.com
Tel: (473) 443 8187 Fax: (473) 443 8290

We also handle Villa Rentals &
Property Management on Carriacou

v [HAL

* rare exotic arts + crafts ¢ jewelry
* wooden-ware * hammocks + more unique gifts
for your boat, home + friends
young street  st. george's grenada
just steps from the carenage

tel: (473) 440-2310 fisher@caribsurf.com

irURBULENcE Ltd. @

(47F) 430 4485
rtandiSspionsia com
whate b doncalimited com  BUAILRAANERS

PRDUEN QUALITY
FIVE YEARS /50,000 MILES GUARANTEED

Good for the economy
Made right here in the caribbean

Minimal Co2 Print Ne Intermational Air Freight

TechNick Ltd.

Engineering, fabrication and
- welding. Fabrication and repair of -
: stainless steel and aluminium items. :

Nick Williams, Manager
. Tel: (473) 536-1560/435-7887
. S.ILM.S. Boatyard, True Blue, Grenada -
. technick@spiceisle.com .

Grenada

+ Dy Dk
Dty Lumshs

Speriah
= Delightiul Dinnsr
Amblancs

Open 11.30 - 2.00 for Lunch
6.00 - 9.00 for Dinner
Tuesday to Saturday

Sunday Brunch 11.30 - 14.30

Reservations recommended

Phone (473) 443 6500 or call CH 1

Situated on the South Side

of Tyrrel Bay.
Bar open all Day

Tyrrel Bay, Carriacou

se our ngw}.inghy- Do

BLUE BAY

Restaurant & Bar

(French Creole Caribbean Cuisine)

Porouth, Dominica
Tel. 767-445-1985

NEILPRYDE Sails
Grenada

NJETE

Check out our website or contact us directly
for a competitive quote on rugged and
well-built sails that are well suited to the
harsh environment of the charter trade

and blue water cruising.

Jeff Fisher — Grenada (473) 537-6355
www.neilprydesails.com

' Batik made in Grenada

Inspired by our tropical eco-

system, we create beautiful,

unconventional handpainted

batik arl, clothing, beach wraps,

quilt fabric, jewe! ery and giffs.

_ Sold in our boutique in the

¢ orange house on Young Srreel
's. A unique

pluce for shopping!

We offer refall, wholesale, export
artfabeik: muli:om 4?3 440 0568
www.arffal k?

locebook: An Fabrik Bowqw

. ond Eotik Preduction Grenada

Specializing in flags
since 15 years in the Caribbean.

Any country, any size, customized
wide stock, fast delivery.

+ (596) 596 682 128
www.wind-flag.com

continued on next page ——»



Marin;Martinique
e Bar
'// o Restaurant

.
L Aurar Espurr

T e ® Snack
Opening Hours Happy Hour Every Day
from 7am - 11pM from 6 - 7pMm

S ea SeMces

SHIPCHANDLER

Contact us at
seaservices972@orange.fr
we're glad to help

109 rue Ernest DEPROGE
97200 FORT-DE-FRANCE - MARTINIQUE
On the sea front

Tél +596 596 70 26 69 - Fax +596 596 71 60 53

Composites . Paints & Varnishes . Marine baiteries
Teak . Glue & Caulking . Maintenance products

Martinique +(596) 596 682 128
Guadeloupe +(590) 590 992 769

WHOLESALE & RETAIL

Rigging
Shipchandler
Electricity

Electronic

LE MARIN, MARTINIQUE

www.caraibe-marine.fr contact@caraibe-marine.fr

Tel: +(596) 596 74 80 33  Cell: (596) 696 27 66 05

Caribbean Compass Market Place

Martinigue

Voiles Assislance
Didier and Maria

LE MARIN/MARTINIQUE

Sails & Canvas (repairs & fabrication)
located al Carenanlilles dockyard
Open Monday o Friday 8-12am 2-6pm
Saturday by appointment
fel/fax: (596) 596 74 88 32

e-mail: didier-el-marisa@wanadoo.fr

Marine Electrics
Watermakers

Zac artimer - Le Marin, Martinique FWI

Tel: + (596) 596 650 524 Fax: + (596) 596 650 053
yescaraibes@hotmail.com

St. Lucia

ROGER'S OUTBOARD SERVICE
St. Lucia
OFFERS PROMPT AND EFFICIENT REPAIRS
AND SERVICING OF ALL MAKES
OF OUTBOARD ENGINES.
WE PICK UP AND DELIVER
TO AND FROM RODNEY BAY MARINA.
ALSO AVAILABLE ARE PRE-OWNED
RECONDITIONED OUTBOARD ENGINES.

CALL ROGER AT (758) 284-6050

St. Lucia

TONY’S ENGINEERING
SERVICES, St. Lucia

For reputable and rehable engineering

services on Caterpillar, Cummins,
Detroit, Perki olvo engines.
Decarbonisin: nilding, tuning,

aligning, repairs, recalibrating mjectors
& more.
Call Tony Georges
Channel 16 — “Tornado’
Tel: (758) 715-8719

St. Maarten

SVG

Sail repairs, biminis,
awnings, new sails,
rigging, splicing,
cockpit cushions,
servicing of winches.
Agents for Doyle,
Furlex & Profurl

Call KENNY
Tel: (758) 452-8648
or (758) 584- 0291
rodneybaysails @hotmail.com

R@BNEY
BAﬁg
SAILS

St. Lucia

WALLILABOU
ANCHORAGE

WALLILABOU BAY HOTEL

PORT OF ENTRY
MOORING FACILITIES
WATER, ICE, SHOWERS
\ CARIBEE BATIK - BOUTIQUE \
BAR AND RESTAURANT
TOURS ARRANGED
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
HAPPY HOUR 5-6

P.O. Box 851, St. Vincent & the Grenadines
Tel: (784) 458-7270  Fax: (784) 457-9917
E-mail: wallanch@vincysurf.com

VHF Ch 16 & 68 (range limited by the hills)

EOLDEY TASTE RESTATRANT &

Genuine Iocal and international cuisine
right in the heart of Gros Islet

For reservations & information Tel: (758) 450-9792

8 VELOCITY - LORDAG

=,

Barbecue - Crafts
& Watertaxi
4 Tobago Cays — Mayreau
Union Island ~ Mopion PSV
. ﬁmz 26 16 GAVHF
Welcome 1o La rstun
SiVincent BGeeeadings 73

continued on next page —»
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in Lower Bay, Bequia

* Come and find us amengst the trees! Sl
Candlelight Dinners
Monday to Saturday

PLEASE RESERVE!

Tel: (784) 458-3758

KERRY’S MARINE SERVICES
! BEQUIA
Marine/Land
Mechanical Service
* Diesel / Outboard repair
» Welding / Electrical
* Refrigeration
Moorings available
Tel: (784) 530-8123/570-7612 VHF 68 “KMS”
E-mail: vanessa_kerry_1@hotmail.com

IMPERIAL PHARMACY

Bequia Port Elizabeth opposite Bank of SVG

Feel Better... Live Betterl

+ NEW CONVENIENT LOCATION

* FULL PRESCRIPTION
DRUG SERVICES

+ OVER THE COUNTER
PHARMACEUTICALS

+ MEDICAL ACCESSORIES &
+ COSMETICS - TOILETRIES

Tel: (784)458 3373 or personal: (784) 593 2421
Fax: (784) 458 3025 E-mail: svd161@yahoo.com

PORTHOLE RESTAURANT & BAR
& Shoreline Mini-Market

We serve breakfast,
_ lunch and dinner

VHF CH68
Phone (784) 458-3458
A friendly atmosphere where you can sit and meet people.
Admiralty Bay, Bequia
Noelina & Lennox Taylor welcome you!

frangqbam?\m

equla
HOTEL - RESTAURANT « BAR%
Tel: (784) 458-3255 ’EB el T 58
Fax: (784) 458-3824 .:w-’l*mM
info@frangipanibequia.com
www.frangipanibequia.com
Warm & friendly atmosphere
Spectacular views * Quality accommodation
Fine dining e Excellent selection of wines

Don't miss our /&nmus barbecue and, jump up ,Cﬁurst/ay m'g/l‘[s/

* FILLERS * STAINLESS FASTENERS * ADHESIVES

BEQUIAVENTURE CO.LTD
appointed agents in
St. Vincent & the Grenadines for

®JOTUN

Primer, Epoxy, Top Coat,
Antifouling, Thinners

PORT ELIZABETH, BEQUIA
Tel: 784 458 3319 * Fax: 784 458 3000
Email: bequiaventure @vincysurf.com

* SPRAY PAINTS * ROLLERS * BRUSHES * TOOLS »

* CLEANING SUPPLIES °
* SdINV1O ISOH « STIVN

PIPER MARINE STORE
Bequia - Port Hizabeth
Rigging, Lifelines
Stocked with lots of marine hardware,
filters, nuts & bolts, impellers,

bilge pumps, varnish & much more.

(784) 457 3856 - Cell. (784) 4952272 - VHF 63

r THIS COULD BE 1

YOUR

MARKET PLACE AD

Book it now:
tom @ caribbeancompass.com
I_or contact your local island agent_l

Tortola

ONE STOP SHOP
o FOR ALL YOUR
HANBLERY BOAT’S NEEDS!

“IF WE DO NOT HAVE IT,
WE WILL GET IT”

GOLDEN HIND CHANDLERIES LTD.
WICKHAMS CAY Il - NEXT TO THE MOORINGS

TEL: 1284 494 7749 FAX: 1 284 494 8031
EMAIL: GHC@SURFBVI.COM

L Trinidad

DIESEL TANK &
FUEL CLEANING

TRINIDAD

-

SERVICES Y

= COMPLETE FUEL MANAGEMENT = TANK
CLEANING & GAS FREEING = EQUIPMENT SALES
& LEASING = FUEL, HYDRAULIC & OQIL FILTRATION
= STEAM, WATER & SAND BLASTING

1 (868) 634-3395

= contactiiitankandfvel.com @ wwatankandfeel.com

Trinidad

#125 West Palm Holel Wesbern Main Road
Chaguaramas, Trinidad W.I,
Tal:(BE8) 634-2601 TelFax:(B68) 634-3142
www.mafcom . co. il operalionsf@marcom co it

bR FIBREGLASS REINFORCED PLASTICS

----- Stainless Steel Boal Filtings

-« Epoxy Resins
----- Polyester Resins

SFSL R (il marcoscl Al

L1
EARIBBEAN HARINE

ELECTRICAL LIMITED "Sngnging,

- AC & DC SYSTEMS
Dysign | bstallation | Upgrades

#+— High Output Alternators & Regulators

. Chargers & Inverter Chargers
- Solar & Wind Systems
. Batteries - Deepcycle & Cranking

Poswer Baits, Chagmaramas, Trisidad
s BB B TEEY | ran B1EA3ET | vmen eheciremariscisiLneln

 Propellers! &3

= D Ton Hoest
I » Fuel Dock
/\_ = acht Storage
B PR s = Ak
P B = Stem-to Docking
DWL’I‘ Uats & Dockside Food War
'the Place for Yachts'

= Boalers shop

continued on next page —»
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Trinidad

FAST | EFFICIENT | RELIABLE

L

—% Marine Diesel I-n;g,im-
= Transmissions
& Generators

Ls Parts

TANMAR Or FORD LANCING

SPECIAL RATES
FOR YACHTEES

Single l.]-:l.u1l.1|1n L w—,.ml

Caribbean Compass Market Place

GITTENS ENGINE

THE ELECTROMICS EXPERTS!

ELECTROPICS

:.. . FuRuUNo E==E

SIMRAD g asvervorr SKy'VLle
ACR

and loe many moee ke be memed bare

Venezuela

WEnezuwelmn Maring supply
Venuasel, G,

Marine Distributors
W slanmarsupplyicantv.net
Vemascaific-com net.ve

Aw, Raul Leoni, Playa Concorde, Sede Asovens
Paorlamar - Ista Margaiita
P 58 205 2642837
F 58 295 2647283

Caribbean-wide

SPOTLESS STAINLESS

FOR J-‘J\LE
Us $10k

Falmouth Harbour
Ant before after ;,r \

Available at Caribbean Chandleries or
SPOTLESSSTAINLESS.COM

Writers Wanted

Boaters” Enterprise Limited wants your innowvative
and articulate skill
to be part of our premiere waterfront magazine,

HIGH SPEED FE
" FOR SALE

Send resumes bo: huelementitd @ grmail.com

Fermens inflormation contic:

Bogtery Emtergriss Lid. | 174 Reckdle Rosd
harwval, Trindcdact, et Incdien

1B} 030 OFTE | | (RG] 23 6380 {0
el beterutnlerpriae com

e BoaterEmTRr. O

LOA: 115’
Beam: 31’
Passengers: 218
Speed max: 34kts

Speed cruising: 25kts
Engines: 2 x MWM = 4700HP
Location:

St. Vincent & the Grenadines

L N

For more information contact:
Elvis Gooding Tel: 784-493-7177  jadeninc@vincysurf.com

Fosaiatibe dr
{]T | WWW BMAbanLom
Keep sailing kids
engaged '_|l||_:n|,:|_-::|
interestng units in
Science, Math,
History, and PE

147 pages, 524,95

Irig Mebgunces Gn

wwwlsailkidsed. net

I >

@ REMEMBER

o tell our advertisers you
saw their ad in Compass!

Read in Next
Month’s Compass:

Street’s Hurricane Wisdom
Selected Weather Sources: SSB and WWW
Painting the Boat Ourselves

.. and much more!

We'’re on the Web!
Caribbean Compass

WWW. carlbbeancompass com
B B E AN
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1981 Cape dory 30

1982 CATALINA 32 19.000 US

1997 BENETEAU 36CC 61.000 US
1987 IRWIN 44 MK I 119.500 US

1986 OYSTER 435 135,000 GBP

1978/2000 FORMOSA 56 199.000 US

2009 HUNTER 45D$ 229.000 US

E-mailYachtsales@dsl-yachting.com
Tel (758) 452 8531

TIARA 3700 OPEN, 1996
Very clean, LOADED, refur-
bished vessel, tum key, anxious

90
Doug@EdwardsYachtSales.com

BOATS FOR SALE IN TRINIDAD
Tel (868) 739-6449
www.crackajacksailing.com

GRADY WHITE 306 BIMINI
30.5°, 2000, cenfer console
2x250 Yamahas, 306gls. gas,
48gls water, shwr/head.
Suifable for fish/dive/tour.
Fastload 6 wheel aluminum
trailer included. For more
info.Tel: (784) 493-9720

CLASSIFIEDS

CONTESSA 26 1970, built in
England, 8hp chcho Iy| %
Barbados  Y.C. 00
BryanTel: (246) 241 3035 Emo

woodguy7777@gmail.com

BOWEN 28’/DIVE BOAT 42’
Must Sell, prices reduced
considerably Tel: (784) 582-
8828/457-4477 E-mail
info@fantaseatours.com

80" STEEL TRAWLER 1977
in good condition. CAT3408
Isuzu 56KW generator,18,500
gls. fuel, 2,300 gls water.
Large insulated hold. SVG
Flag. US$150,000 E-mail joy-
lineinc@yahoo.com

G

63FT DYNAMIQUE. An ele-
gant sailing yacht, she com-
bines exceptional cruising
and sailing performance
with stylish, comfortable liv-
ing areas. Built 1985 - refitted
1998 and 2008. US$ 445,000.
Lying Bequia. E-mail:

clairetabor@hotmail.com
Tel: (784) 432-5201/457 3377

GRAND BANKS 46 MOTOR
YACHT, 1993, 3 Cabins/2
Heads, ample flybridge,
Twin 3208 Cats, 2 new
Northern Lights Gensets
(Okw and 16kw), excellent
condition, lying in Curagao.
F.amador1212@gmail.com

42' NEWICK TRIMARAN,

68FT BERTRAM 1979 The Fun
Ticket, very good condition
For details see:

www.thefunticket.com

beam 25'. Beam above
waterline 9, below 3°. 8-10
knts simple sailing, 10-15 knts
regatta speed. Balanced sail
package, auto pilot, sleeps
b+, 1st US129K saiils it awary.

E-mail beachn42@yahoo.com

1972 IRWIN KETCH 37
LOD, center cockpit, davits,
solar, dodger w/ bimini, roll-
er furling main, great live
aboard, situation forces sale

YOUR CLASSIFIED
1S ON-LINE!

sacrifice US$25,000
Tel: (784) 455-4980 E-maiil:
rossdevlin1@hotmail.com

CSY 44 WALK OVER, 5' draft,
standard mast, 1979 locat-
ed in Fajardo, PR. Anfifouled
Nov. 2011, Perkins 4-154, re-

built 1100 hrs, 2004 sails in

great condition. Many
extras, needs instruments.
Solid boat. $68,500
Brokers welcome. E-mail:
robin@maleconhouse.net

Tel: (787) 741-0663

BUHLER 60°' POWER CATAMARAN
1995 . Highly successful char-
ter catamaran based in
Barbados . Had extensive
refit inc. 2 new Cummins 450
engines and new gearboxes
. Excellent boat and busi-
ness_opportunity !Tel: (649)
246-7469  E-mail stephen.
monkman@live.co.uk.

38' 1981 MARINE TRADER
GRP Ford Lehman diesel
and Northern Lights genera-
tor (both under 500 hrs),

Aft cabin w/dbl berth, fore-

peak twin, large galley, 2
heads, dive platform, solar
panels, fantastic live aboard
boat with plenty of space
for a whole fomllyl Lying
Bequia USS$24, E-mail:
tom@smudge. com Tel:
(784) 528-9163 Details and
photos: www.smudge.com/
moarine-rader-hemnione-for-sale

34' IRWIN CITATION 1984
Want fo go cruising now? She
is ready!! Owner fooking for
bigger boat. Yanmar 3GMF.
New sails 2008. mast and rig-
g 2009, bimini and dod jer

. Mack Pack
Electronics E 80 Raymcnne
depth satfelite weather plof
ﬁnder GPS. Icon VHF. Solar

nels 290 watts, wind gener-
oTor AIRX400, 4 group 27 bat-
teries 2012. St Croix dawvits,
refrigerator,  freezer,water
hecfer (orand new) Fuel 32
gal, water 85. Propane 3 bum-
er stove w/ oven. All safety
gear, spare parts. St. Croix.
USSO 000 Mark, Tel: (340)
514-8883

FURUNO RADAR, Like new,
Model 1622, Contfact Rod Tel:
(868) 650-1914 / 221-9439

HYDRAULIC IN MASTFURLING
MAST AND BOOM by Hall
spars for sale. Triple aft raked
spreaders, deck sTepped
OAL: 63ft 7', P: 68 ft, E: 19
6" Price $6000.00 Call FKG
Marine Rigging Tel: (721)
544-4733 E-mail: info@fkg-
marine-rigging.com

Sail boat props 3 blade 13"
o 22" from US200

Winches, Barlow, Barient
from US 250

Westerbeke 12,5KW - needs
repair - best offer

Aries Circumnavigator Wind
Vane best offer Email
Yachtsales@dsh yochhng com
Tel: (758) 452 8531

PROPERTY FOR SALE

CARRIACOU LAND, Lots and
multi-acre tracts.  Great
views overlooking Southern
Grenadines and Tyrrel Bay.
www.caribtrace.com

GRENADA Approx. area
150,000 sqg/ft (3 acres, 1
rood, 19 poles). US$1 per sq/
ft. Located at The Villa in

Soubise, St. Andrews, 1 1/2
miles from Grenvile by rood
and 1/2 mile from Soubise
beach. Eastem section culfi-
vated with various fruit frees;
western section wooded. Teffor
Bedeau Tel: (473) 442-6200

BEQUIA SVG - BUILDING LOT
La Pompe oceanfront prop-
erty with spectacular view
of Petit Nevis, Isle a Quatre
and Mustique. 11,340 sg/ft.
US$125,000. Tel: (613) 931-
1868 E-mail maccomm@
sympatico.ca.

RENTALS

LA POMPE, BEQUIA

Large 2 bedroom house and/
or Tbed studio apartment.
Big verandah and patio,
stunning view, cool breeze.
Internet, cable TV. 2 weeks

minimum, excellent long-term
rates. Tel: (784) 495 1177 email:
louisjan@vincysurf.com

SERVICES

BEQUI - CLIFFS  FINE
WOODWORKING for yacht or
home  www.bequiawoodwork.
com Tel: (784) 431-9500 E-mail
cliffduncan234@gmail.com

CLASSIFIEDS
US 50¢ PER WORD
Include name, address
and numbers in count.

Line drawings/photos accompa-
nying classifieds are US$10.
Pre-paid by the 10th of the month.
E-mail: classifieds
@caribbeancompass.com

WANTED

MARINE TECHNICIAN WANTED
marine engineering co. in
Grenada is seeking skilled
technicians with working
experience in marine diesel
engines, electrical, elec-
tronics, watermakers, wind
generators, AC and refrig-
eration. Ideal for cruiser or
independent tech. Please
email CV to: enzamarine@
spiceisle.com

RESTAURANT/GUEST HOUSE
in Bequia needs a Manager.
Skills in foreign language
and knowledge of cooking
are assets. Send info or que-
ries to: cheripot@hotmail.com

MISC. FOR SALE

SAILS ~ AND  CANVAS
EXCEPTIONALLY SPECIAL
DEALS af http://doylecarib-
bean.com/specials.htm

ADVERTISERS INDEX

ADVERTISER

A Blue Horizon

Aero Tech Lab

Anjo Insurance

Art & Design

Art Fabrik

Austal

B & C Fuel Dock

Barefoot Yacht Charters
Bequia Marina

Bequia Venture

Blanchards Customs Services
Blue Bay Restaurant
Boater's Enterprise
Budget Marine

Business Development Co.
BVI Yacht Sales

Camper & Nicholsons
Caraibe Marine

Caraibe Yachts

Caribbean Marine Electrical
Caribbean Propellers Ltd.
Caribbean Rigging
Clippers Ship

Coral Cove

Curacao Marine

De Big Fish

Diginav

Dockwise Yacht Transport

LOCATION PG# ADVERTISER LOCATION PG# ADVERTISER LOCATION PG# ADVERTISER LOCATION PG#
Dominican Rep 35  Doolittle's Restaurant St. Lucia 34  Mango Bay Martinique MP  Spotless Stainless C/wW MP
C/W 36 Down Island Real Estate Grenada MP  Marc One Marine Trinidad MP  St. Thomas Yacht Sales ~ St. Thomas 40
Antigua 39  Doyle Offshore Sails Tortola 4  MARCOM Trinidad MP  Sunbay Marina Puerto Rico 19
Antigua MP  Doyle's Guides USA 32 Marina Santa Marta Colombia 26 Sunsail Marine Center SVG 17
Grenada MP  Echo Marine - Jotun Special Trinidad 11 Marina Zar-Par Dominican Rep 39  SVG Air SVG 33
Trinidad 9 Edward William Insurance International 36  Mclntyre Bros. Ltd Grenada 37 Tank and Fuel Trinidad MP
Grenada 7  Electropics Trinidad MP  Mid Atlantic Yacht Services Azores MP  Technick Grenada MP
SVG 16  Fernando's Hideaway SVG MP  Monty's Fish Bar & Grill  Dominica MP  Tikal Arts & Crafts Grenada MP
SVG 7  Frangipani Hotel SVG MP  Mount Gay Regatta Barbados 15 Tony's Engineering Services St. Lucia MP
SVG MP  Free Cruising Guides C/W 31 Multihull Company C/W 40  Trade Winds help wanted C/W 41
St. Lucia 37  Gittens Engines Trinidad MP  Neil Pryde Sails Grenada MP  Turbulence Sails Grenada MP/38
Dominica MP  Golden Hind Chandlery  Tortola Mp  Off Shore Risk ManagementTortola 11 Vanishing Sail Film C/W 32
Trinidad MP  Golden Taste St. Lucia MP  On Deck Antigua MP  Velocity Water Services  SVG MP
Sint Maarten 2 Gourmet Foods SVG 34  Ottley Hall Marina SVG 38  Velox Antifouling Curacao 10
Trinidad 6 Grenada Marine Grenada 47  Performance Paints St. Lucia 13  Venezuelan Marine Supply Venezuela MP
Tortola 41 Grenada Marine Vac Grenada 45  Perkins Engines Tortola 9  Voiles Assistance Martinique MP
Grenada 22 Grenada Tourism Grenada 5  Piper Marine SVG MP  Walliabou Anchorage SVG MP
Martinique 21/MP  Grenadines Sails SVG 7  Porthole Restaurant SVG MP  West Indian Regatta C/W 41
Guadeloupe 40  Imperial Pharmacy SVG MP  Power Boats Trinidad MP  West Palm Hotel Trinidad MP
Trinidad MP lolaire Enterprises UK 32/36 Red Frog Marina Panama 29 WIND Martinique MP
Trinidad MP  Island Water World Sint Maarten 48  Renaissance Marina Aruba 30 Xanadu Marine Venezuela 39
C/W 14 Jaden Sun for sale C/wW MP  Rodger's Outboard Service St. Lucia MP  YES Martinique MP
Martinique MP  Johnson Hardware St. Lucia 12 Rodney Bay Sails St. Lucia MP  YSATT Trinidad 6
Trinidad 28  Jones Maritime St. Croix 35 Sea Hawk Paints Cc/w 18

Curacao 10  Kerry Marine Services SVG MP  Sea Services Martinique MP

Grenada MP  Lesson Plans Ahoy! C/wW MP  Simoust Charters St. Maarten mp

Martinique 35 LIAT C/wW 8  Slipway Restaurant Grenada MP MP = Market Place pages 42 to 45
Martinique 20  Lucy Boat C/wW Mp  Spice Island Marine Grenada 27 CW = Caribbean-wide
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Full Service Boatyard - Storage, Refits & Maintenance
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NORTHERN LIGHTS

www.grenadamarine.com . info(@grenadamarine.com
Port Louis Location: 473 444-1667
St. David’s Location; 473 443-1667 . Fax: 473 443-1668




shop

islandwaterworld.com

25%
OFF

EPIFANES TOPSIDE ZeecldZ
PAINTS >y

Monourethane and polyurethane
coatings. Years of testing and
on-vessel experience have proven
these unique finishes to be the most
advanced, high-engineered coatings

10% DISCOUNT ONLINE great N
FREE-FREIGHT DEALS fre|ght |

GREAT GIVEAWAYS! rates

Store prices good while stocks last and for the month of May only.

_WHAT’S NEW? |

NISSAN OUTBOARDS

For fans of simple designs! Nissan
Marine offers two-stroke engines
which still remain one of the best

not only in terms of power-to-weight
ratio, but also excellent reliability. This
proven 2-stroke technology gives
these outboards extremely long life.

for gloss, durability, color retention
and U.V. protection.

Priced from $36.75 for 750ml

WHAT’S ON SALE
INSTORE? gy

RULE 2000 BILGE PUMP OFF

The Rule 2000 “heavy duty” is the
best-selling high capacity submersible
bilge pump in the world. Flow rate is
2000 Gallons per hour — 12 volts. '."jﬂ ﬂﬁ

Priced at $137.50

Priced from $895.00

GARMIN GPS ETREX 10

Easy to use, durable and waterproof,
making it the most dependable GPS
device available. First-ever consumer-
grade receiver that can track both GPS
and the Russian GLONASS satellite
system which will be available in 2012.

Priced at $149.55

SOUTHERN SUPER BRAID

Superior Polyester Yacht Braid with low stretch high performance
Spec-10 core. A perfect rope for a club racer or performance
cruiser who is not keen to buy full on Dyneema yacht braid, but
would like better ropes with little stretch.

4 LY

ALL SPADE ANCHORS {

Spade‘s unique triangular ballast
chamber is designed to land the
anchor at the optimum angle for
solid penetration every time.
Self-launching and -retrieving
and easily dismantled for storage.
Anchors sized for boats from 30Ft
to 60ft.

Priced from $865.00

Priced at $1.40 per ft for 8Smm, $2.00 per ft for 10mm
$3.25 per ft for 12mm

Island
Water World

keeps you sailing! =

St. Maarten, Cole Bay: + 721.544.5310 * Bobby’s Marina: + 721.543.7119
St. Lucia: + 758.452.1222 « Grenada: + 473.435.2150 ¢ Curacao: + 599.9.461.2144

Published by Compass Publishing Limited, St. Vincent & the Grenadines, and printed by Guardian Media Limited, Trinidad & Tobago





