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PURCHASING POWER

Thanks to our Purchasing Team we still have
the highest STOCK LEVEL available,
even during crisis time!
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Info

Selected Caribbean Cruisers’ VHF Nets

Cruising guides, social media, happy-hour chitchat — these can all be good sourc-
es of information for sailors in the Caribbean. But offen one of the best ways to get
up-to-the-minute news on what’s happening in individual anchorages is o fune in to
the daily cruisers’ VHF nets.

Here are some popular ones suggested by cruisers, organized from north to south.
Don’t see your favorite here? Drop a line to sally@caribbeancompass.com.

All times given are local.

e Bahamas, Nassau: 0715 hours, Ch-14

e Dominican Republic, Luperon: 0800 hours every Wednesday, announced on

Ch-68 then switch to Ch-72. On Sundays, 0900 hours, Ch-72

e St. Martin/Maarten: 0730 hours, Ch-10 Monday through Saturday

o Antigua, Jolly Harbour: 0900 hours, on Ch-74 Monday through Saturday

e Antigua, English and Falmouth Harbours: 0900 hours, Ch-06 daily

e Anfigua, Carlisle Bay: 0900 hours, Ch-72

e Dominica, Portsmouth: 0730 hours, Ch-72 daily (followed by another net Ch-72

in Spanish and French)

e Martinique, Le Marin/Ste. Anne: 0830 hours, Ch-08 Monday, Wednesday,

and Friday

e Bequia: 0800 hours, Ch-68 daily

e Carriacou: 0730 hours, Ch-69 Monday, Wednesday and Friday

e Carriacou: German language net daily 0830 hours, Ch-71

e Grenada: 0730 hours, Ch-66 (International duplex mode) Monday

through Saturday

Note: If the 66 repeater is unavailable then listen on the alternate Ch-69 for
this net. Please use your radio’s high 25 watt power setting for this net.

e Trinidad, Chaguaramas: 0800 hours, Ch-68 daily

e VVenezuela, Puerto La Cruz: 0745 hours, Ch-72 as available

e Colombia, Cartagena: 0900 hours, Ch-71

e Panama, Bocas Del Toro Emergency Net: 0745 hours, Ch-68 daily

e Panama, Colon from Shelter Bay: 0730 hours, Ch-77 daily

Thanks to cruisers for this information. As this issue of Compass went to press, it was
correct to the best of our knowledge.

SSCA Trans-Atlantic SSB Cruisers Net

Glenn Tuttle reports: Four US-based FCC Coastal Maritime Stations have resumed
operation of the SSCA Trans-Atlantic Cruisers Net. The net operates in concert with the
long-standing Doo Dah Net, hosted by Dick Giddings, call sign KNC, on SSB frequency
8.152. It will transition to frequency 12.350 after about ten minutes to accommodate
vessels farther at sea or depending on propagation. The net will precede Chris Parker’s
Marine Weather Center weather report at 1800 hours Eastern Time on 12.350.

The net controllers are Chris Parker (coastal license WCY, Lakeland, Florida), Dick
Giddings (coastal license KNC, Dover, North Carolina), Jim West (coastal license
KJM., Ellijay, Georgia) and myself (coastal license KPK, Punta Gorda, Florida).

Although this net is sponsored by the SSCA, all vessels are welcome, and are
encouraged fo help with relays since we cover such a large geographical area.

The purpose of the net is to pass emergency and priority fraffic, as well as fraffic
related to safety and security particularly for vessels making long ocean passages.
This net can assist with radio checks, float plans, tfelephone contact with family and
friends, boat-to-boat relays, access to medical or mechanical professionals, intfernet
searches, or any other assistance that we may be able to provide.

One thing we insist on is having a float plan, which you may find in PDF form at
http://floatplancentral.cgaux.org/download/USCGFloatPlan.pdf. You must also
have an alternate means of communication should the SSB propagation be poor or
you are having radio issues. This float plan will not be disseminated to the US Coast
Guard except in case of emergency. Float plans may be e-mailed to me at
KPK@ssca.org to disseminate them to the other net controllers.

Your alternate means of communication must have the ability to send and receive
e-mail or text messages via a satellite device, such as an Iridium Go, Inmarsat,
Garmin In Reach, or even a SPOT, although the SPOT devices are usually unreliable
in far-reaching areas due to the use of the inferior Globalstar Satellite system.

If you comply with these terms and agree to do your best to check in every day,
we will be glad to accept your float plan. If we do not hear from you for two days in
a row, we will assume you are in trouble and notify your family as well as the appro-
priate search and and rescue authorities.

Contact kpk@ssca.org for more information.

Grenada-Bound? Register Now

If you are on a boat and hoping to go to Grenada, don’t forget to register at
www.grenadalima.com. This is how the Marine and Yachting Association of
Grenada (MAYAG) can anticipate how many boats want to enter the country and
how they can communicate with you. If you aren’t registered, you will not get in
through the negotiations that have been held with government.

NOTE: If you registered prior to May 11th, you'll need to update your records.
Contact grenadalima@gmail.com for details.

Crossing the Atlantic to Europe: Where Can | Stop?

Sue Richards reports: Where can boats stop when crossing the Atlantic these days?
See www.noonsite.com/report/crossing-the-atlantic-to-europe-where-can-i-stop

We are all aware that the situation is changing constantly. The online report and
Noonsite will be updated as and when updates and new information are received
(and please do share anything more you may know). A revised PDF of the list will be
generated periodically and linked to the report. This is so skippers can easily store/
print the list fo help them on their passage.

—Continued on next page

‘% The Renaissance Maring, located in the heart of
Oranjestad is part of the Renaissance Aruba Resort and
Casino and can accommodate more than 50 yachts.

Located at 12° 31' 2.3124" N 70° 2' 16.8" W, Renaissance
Marina is the island's most beautiful marina. It stretches over much
of this picturesque waterfront community combining the largest
entertainment and shopping facility in Aruba with the natural

RENAISSANCE®

MARINA
beauty of the Marina.

The marina supplies fresh running water and
110/220/360V 60Hz electricity, satellite TV with security
guards on duty 24 hours a day.

Contact us by phone at +297 588-0260
or visit our website: www.renaissancemarina.com

Operating Hours: Mon - Sat, from 8am to 6pm




—Continued from previous page The Caribbean Broadcasting Union named Ray into its Hall of Fame in 2017. In 2000

And just because so many sailing and cruising plans are cancelled, it doesn’t and awarded the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire.
mean thinking about sailing and cruising is. Use this time to gain knowledge for
future cruising, whether you're just starting to explore the idea or checking out Sailors Lend Helping Hands
where you want to go once travel restrictions are lifted! Noonsite has an abun- While being stuck in various Caribbean ports during the Covid-19 lockdowns, cruis-

ers and sailing-related organizations throughout the region found ways to help both
one another and local communities. These ranged from Congreso-authorized
GoFundMe accounts to help residents in Guna Yala, Panama, to distributing gro-
cery hampers ashore and afloat in St. Maarten/St. Martin.
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Horta in the Azores is a popular mid-Atlantic stop for yachts.
Find out the latest regulations at noonsite.com
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dance of information to keep you busy for months, whether it’s reports from cruis-
ers, news about what’s going on in the world of cruising, tips and links from our
cruising resources page, or simply country and port information for the next leg of
your voyage.

Visit www.noonsite.com

In St. Maarten, the K1 Britannia Foundatlon s Dzsaster Relief & Crtszs Team assisted

Trinidad Association Advocates for Boaters government efforts by managing the loading, unloading, inventory and packaging of

While Trinidad & Tobago’s borders remain closed as this issue of Compass goes to

press, the Prime Minister has set up a committee to chart a Road to Recovery post relief supplies.

Covid-19, and the Yachting Association of Trinidad & Tobago (YSATT) has submitted One example is the good work going on amid sailors hunkering down in Culebra’s
a proposal to the government of T&T on behalf of boatowners who might wish to Ensenada Honda. Recognizing the financial hardship that the community has gone
spend time or store their boats in Trinidad this summmer. Further discussions through and will continue to be challenged by in the months ahead, a group of sail-
are expected. ors in Dakity have started a non-profit arrangement utilizing Alima.app to ask for and

Visit http://membersonlymaxitaxi.com/corona-virus-information pass along donations to the Culebrense community (see https://alma.app/funds/
for more information. sailors-for-culebra ). According to Walter from S/V Gryphon and Phil from S/V

Parallax: “The cruising community has always been welcomed in Culebra and

Eight Bells made up an important part of their wonderful hospitality economy. A fund will allow

Grenadian yachtsman Raymond “Ray” Smith died on April 3rd at age 89. us to continue to support Culebra in these trying times. The chosen nonprofit,

A long-tfime member of the Grenada Yacht Club, Ray was among the first com- Fundacién De Culebra, has a visible track record and has supported other
munications engineers in the region. During the late 1980s he was the adviser and Culebrense non-profits. We didn’t want to dilute the effort between too many non-
chief negotiator for the Government of Grenada in the initiative to bring together profits. This fund is primarily set up to leverage the impact of the donations from the
the business inferests of the Grenada Telephone Company and Cable & Wireless, cruising community.”
leading to the establishment of the Grenada Telephone Company (Grentel), Kudos to everyone reaching out a helping hand as the Caribbean navigates the
which he served as its first chairman. Grentel was the parent of what has is now Covid-19 Seal!
known as FLOW. See related stories on pages 14 and 15.

7Y THE PERFECT PLACE TO RELAX
Xxol AND GET AWAY FROM THE
YWNIVM HURRICANE ZON E

SantaMarta VISIT MARINA SANTA MARTA

an == IGY destination

HURRICANE
FREE ZGNE

COMPLETE AND FREE SHIPPING /'\'M-Fl
URE FACILITIES ﬂ HOTSPOT:

CONTACT . COORDINATE
operaciones@marinasantamarta.com.co nru’ 34.45"N orth
L)

info@marinasantamartacom.co 74°13°04, 91" West www.marinasantamarta.comco O © O
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fraf (CARGO

For all your

NEW FULL CARGO SERVICE

. m regional all-cargo service with
a dedicated freighter aircraft

* More trade options with increased frequency
 Service to 22 destinations
» State-of-the art online cargo tracking
* Fresh food safely delivered throughout the region

* For more information go to liatcargo.com

Contact LIAT or your local Cargo Agent
for full details

BUSINESS BRIEFS

How to Support Caribbean Businesses

Everyone is looking forward fo getting the wind back in their sails, and businesses in
the Caribbean look forward to being ready for you when the time comes. We can
help each other through the doldrums.

If stores are closed:

e Purchase items online from chandleries for delivery.

e Buy Qift cards or vouchers from your favorite shops and restaurants.

e Make a wish list.

If stores are open:

e Observe business days and hours.

e Practice sanitation and social distancing.

e Don’'t visit stores if you're not feeling well.

Caribbean businesses support the yachting community — please support them.

Budget Marine Island Updates

Thierry Vigneron reports:

e Bonaire is still one of the lucky islands. Our only two Covid-19 cases have long
ago recovered with no further spread. Budget Marine Bonaire has been able to
serve clients confinuously throughout these difficult fimes. We have maintained our
normal hours while practicing safe distancing and extreme cleaning procedures. For
those who prefer to be more cautious, orders can be prepared in advance for a
“no contact” pick up. With most suppliers still operating and the shipping depart-
ment in St. Martin doing a stellar job, we are able to maintain our inventory and
quickly fill special orders.

¢ Trinidad’s “Stay at Home” measure is sfill in effect as this issue of Compass goes
to press. We are awaiting further updates from the government as to a reduction
in restrictions.

e Our St. Maarten store in Cole Bay is open, Monday through Saturday, 8:00am to
5:00pm. Senior citizens, pregnant ladies and persons with children under 10 years will
be served with priority. Please observe social distancing and wash hands before
entering the store.

We can also deliver orders by land and sea to both sides of the island, Monday
through Friday. Free delivery with purchases over US$75.

¢ Antigua’s Budget Marine locations are all open from 8:00amto 4:00pm, Monday to
Friday. On Saturdays, our Jolly Harbour store is open from 8:00amto 4:00pm, our English
Harbour store is open from 8:00am to 2:00pm, and our North Sound store is closed.

e Grenada’s Budget Marine in St. George’s is open Mon - Fri (8:00am to 4:00pm) and
Saturday (9:00am to 2:00rm)

Please check back with us during June as measures might be eased or lifted.

Visit budgetmarine.com and see ad on page 2 for more information on
Budget Marine.

Get Your Engine Serviced Now

The Parts and Power tfeam reports: As you all know, hurricane season is here, offi-
cially commencing on June 1st. However, due to the Covid-19 global pandemic,
we at Parts & Power are aware that hurricane season preparedness might have
slipped to the back of some people’s minds.

Because of the economic effect of Covid-19, we highly recommend you get your
diesel-powered equipment serviced and purchased as soon as possible, since man-
ufacturing shortages are happening worldwide. Now is the time to schedule your
engine for maintenance.

Perkins is the best-supported and best-serviced diesel engine in the Caribbean.
They are reliable and keep functioning, even in the harshest of conditions.

We remain committed to assist as many customers as we can and strive to give
the best prices available. Especially during this difficult fime for everybody, Parts &
Power is here to help.

Visit www.partsandpower.com for more information.

Cartagena Looks Forward to Welcoming You

Although the bay of Cartagena, Colombia, is still closed to new arrivals as this issue
of Compass goes to press, Club de Pesca Marina is now accepting slip rentals
beginning on June 15th.

Visit www.clubdepescamarina.com for more information.

Dream Yacht Charter’'s New USVI Base

Dan Lockyer from Dream Yacht Charter reports: We're pleased to announce the
opening of our new Caribbean base at Compass Point Marina, St. Thomas, US Virgin
Islands, in partnership with Virgin Islands Yacht Charters.

Compass Point Marina is located in Benner Bay, which provides a quiet and calm
overnight for our charter guests. Customers will be able to choose from monohulls
and catamarans for bareboat and skippered yacht charters.

Dream Yacht Charter founder and president Loic Bonnet says, “St. Thomas is an
important base for us in the Caribbean and we welcome the new partnership. The
natural splendor of the USVI is oftfen overlooked, but now guests can experience this
special part of the world, in addition fo the BVI.”

Visit www.dreamyachtcharter.com for more information.

—Continued on next page
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Cruising Guide to the Windward Islands Updated
Lexi Fisher and Chris Doyle are happy to inform readers that they continue to
work on updating the new issue of
the Cruising Guide to the Windward
n Islands and anfticipate that the 2021-
2022 edition will be found on shelves
by the end of the year. They thank
individuals and local communities
for their help and efforts in this
unprecedented time, and their
readers for their continued support
of both the cruising guide and the
local economies.
Visit www.doyleguides.com and see
ad on page 17 for more information.

2021-2022 SAILORS GUIDE

Grenadines Sails

Remains Open

Grenadines Sails in Bequia would like
its customers to know that they are
open and have been open through-
out the Covid-19 pandemic. Hours of
operation are Monday through
Thursday from 8:00am to 5:00pm and
Fridays from 8:00am to 4:00pm.
S Grenadines Sails is located at O'Car

AT Reform, next to Sailor’s Cafe.

See ad in the Market Place section on
pages 36 and 37 for more information.

By Chris Doyle

and Lexi Fisher
20th Edition

Mac’s Pizza in Bequia Reopens
Also in Bequia, Mac’s Pizza and
Kitchen is now open for take-away only, with a limited menu that includes pizza,
wings and burgers. The menu will gradually be adding back additional items.
Although there is no table service, you can enjoy your take-away on the patio if
you like, with safe spaced seating in super-clean surroundings. The bar is open for
patio customers.

See ad in the Market Place section on pages 36 and 37 for more information.

Regional Distilleries Versus Covid-19

The West Indies Rum & Spirits Producers’ Association (WIRSPA) reports: Caribbean
rum producers have modified their production lines to help fight the Covid-19 pan-
demic by producing alcohol and hand sanitizer and donating sanitation products.
Some of the initial actions taken by WIRSPA member-producers include:

e Angostura in Trinidad & Tobago re-directed one of its product lines fowards the
creation of 70,000 bottles of sanitizing liquid, donated to frontline workers, community-
based organizations working with senior citizens” and children’s homes, and prisons.

e Anfigua Distillery in Antigua & Barbuda supplied 4,300 liters of 70-percent alcohol
to produce hand sanitizer and disinfectant and made donations fo emergency and
essential workers in Antigua and Barbuda.

e Casa Brugal in the Dominican Republic provided hospitals and public centers
with 150,000 liters of 70-percent denatured alcohol, donated through the National
Health Service. _

e Demerara Distillers in Guyana donated 12,000 liters
of alcohol-based sanitizing cleaner to senior citizens’
homes, orphanages, night shelters, and prisons. 254
five-gallon bottles were given o the Health Emergency
Operation Centre for distribution to health centers,
public hospitals, post offices, and police stations.

e Grenada Distillers produced 1,200 cases of sanitiz-
ing solution, made available to all supermarkets and
pharmacies, with free distribution to senior citizens’
and children’s homes. Sanitizer was also donated fo

——

the public fransport/bus association, traffic depart- f 0 awmmeee
ment, prison, and other law enforcement entities. il S
¢ J. Wray and Nephew in Jamaica donated 50,000 - HAND “l ,H”"* %)
liters of high-strength alcohol and 20,000 liters of SANITIZE i HAND: ¥
hand sanitizers to the national health service and Weon 2 ‘Wlﬂl, Lyl
provided hand sanitizers to first responders, children’s o /

. - \T“- _P/.'J.‘
homes, and infirmaries. .hL""

« Mount Gay Distilleries in Barbados donated 2,000 Wash up for sundowners!
bottles of hand sanitizer (WHO formula) to health offi- Caribbean distilleries have
cials and 28,000 bottles for community outreach. diversified their alcohol-based

» National Rums of Jamaica ramped up production  efferings to meet the demands
to ensure all excess capacity can be utilized to pro-  of the times.
duce alcohol for denaturing, to supply to local man-
ufacturers and the government for sanitization products. 10,000 liters of 95-percent
denatured alcohol was donated to the National Health Fund.

e Ron Barceld’s first donation of 32,000 liters of 75-percent ethyl alcohol was distrio-
uted to 12 hospitals across the Dominican Republic. 100,000 units of sanitizing hand
gel went to the general population.

e St. Lucia Distillers has produced a 70-percent ABV rubbing alcohol sanitizer.
20,000 bottles were donated to schools, the police and fire departments, and o
homes for the elderly.

e St. Vincent Distillers Ltd. produced Mt. Bentick’s Hand Sanitizer, a disinfectant
solution following the WHO's guidelines. 13 cases were donated to the country’s first
responders, health care workers, police statfion, clinics, and hospitals.

e Suriname Alcoholic Beverages NV made donations of 10,000 hand sanitizers to
the Public Health Agency and other government institutions. Ready-to-use disinfec-
tant alcohol is being sold at cost to local businesses active in the sale and distribu-
tion of hand sanitizers and detergents.

e Travellers Liquors in Belize reconfigured ifs distillery and packaging facility info a
production center to manufacture alcohol-based hand sanitizer following the
WHO'’s formula. 4,800 liters were donated to the public hospital, senior citizens’
homes, and the Customs and Police Departments.

e West Indies Rum Distillery in Barbados donated 55-gallon containers of hand sani-
tizer to the Barbados Government for use at fire stations, Covid-isolation centers,
and the Customs Department. It ramped up production to meet increased demand
from pharmacies, supermarkets, and companies that produce retail products with
surgical alcohol. Alcohol is also exported to neighboring Caribbean countries.

e Westerhall Estate Ltd. in Grenada shiffed from rum to the production of hand
sanitizer. 14,000 bottles were donated to prisons, medical facilities, police stations,
and assisted living homes.

Visit www. wirspa.com for more information.
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SPECIALTY STORAGE
One-piece steel cradles // Tiedown Anchors throughout // Storage areas by boat type

REPAIRS, REFITS & MAINTENANCE
Fiberglass & Exotic composite // AwlGrip-AwlICraft Painting // Electrical & Electronic // HVAC
Mechanical // Rigging & Canvas // Sail Loft // Woodwork & Carpentry
Metalwork & Fabrication // Antifouling Application // Hull Polishing // Brightwork

OTHER AMENITIES
LAURA'S Restaurant // Island Water World Onsite // Diesel Onsite // Free WiFi

SALES & SERVICE AGENTS FOR:
VOLVO — :
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Raymarine MASTERVOLT #ACRISTEC Al

AR REFRGERATION

watk&rea

grenadamarine.com // info@grenadamarine.com
St. David’s Harbour: (473) 443-1667

Port Louis Marina, St. George’s: (473) 444-16674

CRENHDE

SAILMAKING
RIGGING
ELECTRONICS

NAVTELC

B T 2 - = Rigging Solutions
P o Tt > Wl e :
@ HARKEN \anta

New Sails Repairs & Alterations Custom Canvas
Rigging: Spars\ ROD \ Standing and Running rigging
Navtec hydraulic repair station  All seal kits in stock

Electronics\ Raymarine Certified Technician

SPICE ISLAND MARINE — GRENADA MARINE - C.C.B.M
Tel: (473) 439 4495
info@turbulenceltd.com www.turbulenceltd.com f
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Caribbean ECO-News

Are Hurricanes Affecting Caribbean Evolution?
An article by Joshua Sokol in the April 27th edi-
tion of The New York Times reported that a new
study of lizards in Caribbean countries struck by
hurricanes suggests that cataclysmic weather can
reshape entire species.
'

Lizards with larger toe pads seem to be more common
in areas that have been hit by numerous storms.

Sokol reports that two years ago, Colin Donihue, a
biologist, released a study along with a series of vid-
eos. The videos showed Caribbean anole lizards flailing
in the wind from a leaf blower, holding on to a stick for
dear life. No anoles were harmed. But by proving how
a lizard would try to survive hurricane-force winds
with sheer grip strength, those experiments led Dr.
Donihue, now at Washington University in St. Louis,
and a team of other researchers to a profound sugges-
tion: Extreme weather events may bend the evolution-
ary course of hundreds of species.

A paper published in the Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences offers deeper evidence of their
earlier findings. Across Central and South America
and the Caribbean islands, scientists found that liz-
ards with larger toe pads seem to be more common in
areas that have been hit by numerous storms in the
last 70 years. That suggests that severe but fleeting
cataclysms don’t just leave lasting scars on people and
places, they also reshape entire species.

Read the full story at
www.nytimes.com/2020/04/27/
science/ lizards-hurricanes-toes.html
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BRIAN FISHER

Local Knowledge Key in Seabird Conservation

After a year of consultation with local stakeholders,
the non-profit organization Environmental Protection
in the Caribbean (EPIC) has released the “Community-
based Conservation Management Plan for the Seabirds
of the Transboundary Grenadines Archipelago” — a
major milestone for breeding seabirds throughout the
entire Caribbean.

“The Grenadines harbor regionally and globally
significant numbers of nesting seabirds yet face

A Red Footed Booby and chick in the Grenadines.

many threats which must be addressed to stop
declines in their populations,” noted lead author
Juliana Coffey. Seabirds are the only type of animal
to rely on water, land, and sea for survival, meaning
they are impacted by a broad array of human activi-
ties. These impacts are further magnified when they
migrate across different lands and borders with vary-
ing laws and practices.

—Continued on next page
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Given the scope of issues, a management plan was
needed to provide clear direction and path forward to
ensure seabirds remain part of the natural and cul-
tural landscape for generations to come. The EPIC
team met with over 100 stakeholders, including fish-
ers, tourist industry representatives, government and
academia, to ensure that diverse viewpoints were
included when developing action items for the plan.

The document provides comprehensive background
information not previously compiled in one document.
Included are profiles of each seabird species found to
nest in the Grenadines, descriptions of the islands where
they are found, and the legislation relevant to protecting
wildlife and habitats. Nesting islands are home to a vari-
ety of plants and wildlife facing some of the same threats
as seabirds; therefore, the biodiversity of the region is
described as well to illustrate the overall conservation
value of protecting seabirds and their habitat.

The action items are divided into four sections:
Research, Management, Education and Outreach, and
Monitoring and Enforcement. Research is needed to
understand how seabird populations are changing and
which types of habitat they need for nesting and feed-
ing. Priority management actions focus on reducing
imminent threats, such as seabird harvest, invasive
species, disturbance and habitat destruction (e.g.
through fires and development). Education and aware-
ness campaigns and programs regarding seabirds and
their islands habitats are essential to the success of
any conservation work while enforcement of existing
legislation will protect these vulnerable species.

This project received the generous support of the
United States Fish and Wildlife Service and United
States Agency for International Development.

Visit epicislands.org for more information.

Hydrogen-Powered Vessel Reaches Martinique

On April 21st, Energy Observer, the first hydrogen-
powered vessel using renewable energies, docked in
Fort-de-France, Martinique, after her first transat-
lantic passage. The vessel travelled from Saint-Malo,
France, a journey that took just over 30 days.

According to captain Victorien Erussard, “The boat
has just covered over 9,000 kilometres entirely self-
sufficiently, with no possibility of any technical pit-
stops due to the general lockdown. Crossing the
Atlantic with this floating laboratory sends a powerful
message to the decision-makers as it demonstrates the
supreme reliability and resilience of our low-carbon

systems. We can and must switch the energy model.
Massive investment for economic recovery is needed to
enable us to build a whole new world, which no longer
involves fossil fuels.”
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The vessel posted an average speed of over six knots,
despite adverse weather at the start of the course.
With a combination of solar panels, two automatic
propulsion wings, and variable-pitch propellers, the
hydrogen system allowed irregularities in the amount
of sunshine or wind to be compensated for, providing
regular performance whatever the conditions.

Visit www.energy-observer.org for more information.

Marine Microorganisms Used to Detect Covid-19

Microbes discovered at extreme ocean depths are
being used to develop rapid testing to detect the
presence of Covid-19. Deep-sea hydrothermal vents
harbor diverse microbes whose enzymes can be used
in diagnostic tests, such as the ones to detect the
novel coronavirus and other pandemics like AIDS
and SARS.

Microbiologists from the Woods Hole Oceanographic
Institute (WHOI) discovered the microbes off the
Adriatic in 1986. The research, published at the time
in the Journal of Applied & Environmental Microbiology,

continues to be of interest today as the ocean is a valid
ally against the novel coronavirus.

The test being used to diagnose the novel coronavi-
rus and other pandemics was developed with the help

of an enzyme isolated from a microbe found in marine
hydrothermal vents as well as freshwater hot springs.
“We've found marine microorganisms that produce
antimicrobials — basically chemical weapons that help
them fight off other organisms, and molecular mecha-
nisms that help them resist viruses,” says Virginia
Edgcomb, a WHOI microbiologist.

With enzymes recovered from the microbes, it
became possible to make millions of copies of a single
DNA sequence in just a few hours, essentially upgrad-
ing geneticists’ tools from carbon-copy paper to state-
of-the-art Xerox machinery. A technique using these
enzymes, termed DNA polymerases, as well as enzymes
isolated from viruses, now makes it possible to quickly
test for viruses, including coronaviruses like SARS
(avian flu) and Covid-19.

This underscores why humankind should strive,
now more than ever, to protect the ocean, rather than
suffocate it with waste and plastic.

Visit www.whoi.edu/news-insights/content
finding-answers-in-the-ocean for more information.
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Jamie Dobbs, John Foster, Hugh Bailey, Bernie
Evan-Wong. Dougie Myers, Tom Hill, Scott
Ledbeftter, Andrew Burke, Jaime Torres, Carlo
Falcone, Mark Chapman, Tim Kimpton, and Sandy

REGATTA NEWS

Liquid Wins CSA Traveller’s Trophy 2020

The Caribbean Sailing Association
(CSA) has announced that the CSA
Traveller’s Trophy for 2020 has been
won by Pamala Baldwin’s Antigua-
based J/122, Liquid. Although the rac-
ing season was cut short due fo the
worldwide Covid-19 pandemic, Liquid
had already earned a class win in CSA
1 at Grenada Sailing Week, a second
place in CSA 2 in the RORC Caribbean
600, and a second in CSA 3 at the St.
Maarten Heineken Regatta.

To qualify for the frophy, a boat must
participate in minimum three regattas,
of which at least one is in an “away”
island and at least one is a major
event. Boafs accumulate points so
that by season’s end an overall winner
emerges. Final totals are assessed at
Antigua Sailing Week, where the win-
ner is announced and the trophy
awarded at the final awards presen-
tation, if the winner is in Antigua.

As Antigua Race Week didn’t take
place this year, CSA president Alison
Sly-Adams delivered the good news
by phone. Baldwin said, *I'm so happy
to win this for the second year. Skipper
Jules White and |, and the rest of the
crew, came together well at the start
of the season. We were confident
without being complacent and had
high hopes, so we are delighted to
hear that we won. I'm already looking
forward to the 2021 season and see-
ing if we can make it a hat-trick.”

The CSA Traveller’s Trophy has been
awarded for over 20 years to honor
excellence in Caribbean yacht rac-
ing performance as well as effort in
terms of fraveling fo regattas outside
one’s home island.

Pamala Baldwin is among a long list of frophy win-
ners, including many famous Caribbean sailors and
those based in the region for the season, such as
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Mair, creator of the award.

region and to present Caribbean sailing to the world.

The mission of the CSA is to promote sailing within the

The CSA also administers rating rules to provide a sim-

ple and fair handicap system for racing. Additionally,
the CSA serves as a forum for yacht clubs, regattas,
sailing organizations, and sailors fo coordinate interests
and events, exchange ideas and best practices, and

combine voices to achieve broader exposure to the
intfernational community.
Visit www.caribbean-sailing.com for more information.
—Continued on next page
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—Continued from previous page
ON THE HORIZON

First Entry for 2021 Caribbean Multihull Challenge

Steve Burzon reports: On an uncharacteristically quiet
April Saturday in locked-down St. Maarten, Petro
Jonker, chair of the Cariblbean Multihull Challenge
(CMC) steering committee, told me that his friend Rick
Warner plans to sail Arefé from his home port in

The ORMA 60 Areté on a practice run along the shore
of Lake Michigan in 2019.

Detroit, Michigan, fo compete in the third annual
CMC, scheduled on the first weekend of February.
Areté will be the first entry for the 2021 regatta and for
the event’s new Caribbean 60 Mile Mulfihull Sprint.
Areté is an Orma 60 frimaran, designed by Marc
Lombard and built of carbon fiber with a Nomex core

in France in 2002. Rick bought her in 2015 and sailed
her from France to the Great Lakes in the US, where
she set most offshore race records by hours. This sum-
mer, the Areté/The Coral Project tfeam led by Rick
and David Norton will attempt to beat the Chicago to
Mackinac World Sailing Speed Record and promote
The Coral Project.

The Coral Project is sponsoring Areté to bring aware-
ness to actions that are saving coral reefs in the
Caribbean and around the world. With a global
group of partners, it works to support the planting and
growth of resilient coral in the Caribbean and else-
where. Their mission is fo help save coral reefs world-
wide in a "Race Against Time.” With 90 percent of
coral expected to die by 2050, they believe the time
to act is now. Coral is crucial for a healthy ocean and
Rick, David, and their partners are committed to edu-
cating and making a difference for the future. Rick
says, "Not only are we racing against actual time for
the world sailing speed record, we are racing against
time to save the world’s corals.”

Plans to integrate the three-day CMC and its 60 Mile
Sprint with features of The Coral Project will be
announced soon. Anything we can do to support this
project will be good for our oceans, our sailors, and
our event. We can raise funds via the sale of project
merchandise and we can
create world-wide interest
via joint promotions with
competitors and sponsors.
Stay tuned for the details!

Visit https://thecoralproject.
com and www.smyc.com/
caribbean-multihull-chal-
lenge for more information.

YOUTH SAILING NEWS

SMYC Welcomes I

New Youth Instructor S

Dutch sailor Nils Jannichsen 543;7 e
arrived in St. Maarten in ires
February to help with the Sint
Maarten Yacht Club’s youth
sailing program. He says, *| =
learned sailing when | was
seven years old and by the
time | was eight, | was
allowed to cross the Maas

river on my own. The J/24 turned me international, as |
sailed and organized J/24 Worlds and Europeans.
Giving people, especially youth, experience with sail-
ing motivates me.”

Nils continues, "During the New Year’s reception at
my sailing club in the Netherlands, | received a
WhatsApp message asking if | was available for a
Skype job interview and shortly thereafter, we finalized
the contract. Before | knew it, | had sold my beloved
J/24 and got on a plane fowards a new adventure.
Arriving on St. Maarten was incredible. Two hours later,
' was at the Yacht Club enjoying my first drink.

“The following day, | taught my first sailing lessons.
After five days of teaching, we started preparations
for the St. Maarten Heineken Regatta. That fun event
was followed by only one more lesson, before we had
to close due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Currently, we
are creafing and researching online materials for the
yacht club and sailing school. We will continue online
Zoom-meetings with the students to keep the sailing
classes going and the contact warm.”

Nils concludes, "I think, | hope, | will feach a lot of
children that sailing and races are fun things to do. If
you have direct questions, | am available via e-mail at
sailingcoach@smyc.com.”

MEDITERRANEAN » US EAST COAST

Palma de Mallorca -  Ft. Lauderdale Mar 2020
Genoa - Ft. Lauderdale Apr 2020
Genoa - Ft. Lauderdale May 2020
Taranto Ft. Lauderdale Aug 2020

Palma de Mallorca -  Ft. Lauderdale Sep 2020
Genoa - Ft. Lauderdale Sep 2020
Palma de Mallorca -  Ft. Lauderdale Oct 2020
Genoa - Ft. Lauderdale Oct 2020
Palma de Mallorca -  Ft. Lauderdale Nov 2020
Genoa - Ft. Lauderdale Nov 2020

MEDITERRANEAN » CARIBBEAN

Genoa - St. Thomas
Palma de Mallorca -  St. Thomas
Palma de Mallorca - Le Marin
Genoa - LeMarin

US EAST COAST » CARIBBEAN

Ft. Lauderdale - St. Thomas Nov 2020

CARIBBEAN > US EAST COAST

Ft. Lauderdale
Ft. Lauderdale
Ft. Lauderdale
Ft. Lauderdale

St. Thomas
St. Thomas
Le Marin
Le Marin

Mar 2020
May 2020
Nov 2020
Dec 2020

US EAST COAST » MEDITERRANEAN

Ft. Lauderdale Palma de Mallorca
Ft. Lauderdale - Genoa

Ft. Lauderdale - Genoa

Ft. Lauderdale Palma de Mallorca
Ft Lauderdale Taranto Italy

Ft Lauderdale - Genoa

Ft Lauderdale - Genoa

Ft Lauderdale Palma de Mallorca
Ft Lauderdale Palma de Mallorca

CARIBBEAN/US EAST COAST » SOUTH PACIFIC

Le Marin
Ft. Lauderdale

- DPapeete, Brisbane, Auckland Nov 2020
- Dapeete, Brisbane, Auckland Nov 2020
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Y2A BY ELLEN BIRRELL

Trinidad, Part II:
The Dinghy Sailing Scene

Youth2Adult — Y2A — is a series of articles celebrating sailing’s role in youth devel-
opment for Caribbean children.

“Is TTSA still using the MR15s?” I asked. I had written about these boats in the
February 2017 issue of Compass. I was told that TTSA (Trinidad & Tobago Sailing
Association) is now called TTYA (Trinidad & Tobago Yachting Association) and that
in addition to MR15s, old and new class boats are in the fleet.

Kathryn Christopher, featured in last month’s Y2A, elaborates: “Trinidad’s large
Optimist fleet is due to having hosted the Optimist North American Championships.
The government purchased most of the boats shipped in for the event at a steep
discount. Optimists introduce children to sailing and racing. Around 15 young sail-
ors vie for opportunities to compete in world championships and regional events
every year. This year we introduced an Optimist Green Fleet to the Trinidad
National Championships. Only open to first-time competitors, this fleet’s race
course is simple but fun to encourage children to give racing a try. In the future,
we’d love to have young sailors from neighbouring island nations join us for a bit of
fun on the water.”

Despite the name change, TTYA’s commitment to youth sailing development is
evidenced on their ttsailing.org website. Kathryn gives us the big picture of TTYA’s
success in cultivating youth sailors: “In 2016, Team TTO (Trinidad & Tobago) won
the Nation’s Cup at the Caribbean Dinghy Championships (CDC) held in St. Maarten.
This secured 2017 hosting duties for Trinidad, presenting a unique opportunity to
showcase our locally produced MR15s as the designated double-hander boat for the
event. Thus began the difficult work of coordinating usage with owners and refur-
bishing the fleet.

“At our 2017 National Championships, seven MR15 teams vied for the honour of
representing TTO at the CDC we were about to host. Stephen Phillip and Simon
Mungal secured that victory. It was a rekindling of interest in the boats as an option
for team-oriented sailors.”

According to James Arrindell of the TTYA Dinghy Committee, “The MRI15 is the
closest boat in Trinidad & Tobago to the RS Feva used in the 2018 and 2019
Caribbean Dinghy Championships hosted in Antigua. Having no RS Fevas in our
fleet, TTYA offers training for the CDC in MR15s.”

TTYA offers training for
the Caribbean Dinghy
Championships in MR15s.

Annually, the CDC classes include Optimist, Laser, Laser Radial, and a double-
hander class designated by the host country depending on their pre-existing fleet.
For example in 2016, St. Maarten used their RS Ventures, and in 2017 Trinidad
used MR15s.

Kathryn says, “I remember teams flying into the host country one or two days early to
get practice time on any unfamiliar boats, and the excitement gained from diversifying
their skill sets. But the immediate regional success of more champion Trinidadian sail-
ors was not to be. The 2017 hurricane season was quite harsh to our Caribbean neigh-
bours and [funding to get sailors to] the CDC was quickly traded for relief drives.

“Local sailors remain entranced by MR15s but, unfortunately, resources are lim-
ited. Until regional interest warrants local parts production, any replacement of
damaged parts requires custom manufacturing in the UK. MR15s are individually
owned and lent to TTYA; some owners are understandably reticent about loaning
their boats to young sailors. Nonetheless, three boats are consistently made avail-
able to train teams for regional competitions.

Trinidad’s large Optimist fleet is
due to having hosted OptiNAM.
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“Having had the opportunity to sail on the Feva while attending the 2019 World
Sailing Scholarship program, I can advocate for it as an excellent boat to introduce
the asymmetric spinnaker to double-hander teams at the lower high school level. The
Feva’s simple, lightweight design makes it easy for shorter, lighter teens to manage.
It is recommended as the first step toward Olympic double-handed skiff sailing, fol-
lowed soon thereafter by the 29er, 49er FX, and, for the males, the 49er. However,
one of our teams has taken a different approach.

“In pursuing dreams of competing at the 2024 Olympics in the 49er class, Simon
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and Stephen noticed similarities between the MR15 and the 29er. This prompted
them to use the MR15 as a stepping-stone to the 49er FX in lieu of the less acces-
sible 29er. The primary difference between the MR15 and the 29er is the latter’s
extended trapeze platform and self-tacking jib. With two years of 49er FX training
now under their belt, the transition was eased thanks to simultaneous sheeting and
trapezing skills developed aboard the MR15.

The primary difference between
the MR15 and the 29er is the
latter’s extended trapeze plat-
form and self-tacking jib.
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“Trinidadian Olympic sailor Andrew Lewis secured Club 420 (C420) donations from
Sail Maine. Including C420s within Vessigny and Point Fortin sailing schools, our
fleet totals 17. Currently without spinnakers and trapezes, we hope to equip these
soon to ready our sailors for competition at the Orange Bowl International Youth
Regatta in Florida, where they might attain scholarships to North American colleges.
Additionally, C420s provide local Sea Scouts opportunity to compete in Scout regat-
tas abroad,” Kathryn concludes.

From Regional to International Regattas

Racing regionally and internationally carries a heavy price tag. For Andrew Lewis’s
Olympic campaign, a foundation was set up to gather funding. With the ever advanc-
ing pursuit of speed, Olympic classes now include the likes of highly technical,
highly expensive classes such as 29er and 49er FX.

Kathryn adds, “On the international scene, two-time Olympian Andrew Lewis
secured a Bronze medal in Italy’s 2019 Genoa Regatta. Sailing Laser Radial, Kelly-
Ann Arrindell fought valiantly to qualify for this year’s Olympics despite nursing a
number of injuries.”
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Trinidadian Olympic sailor Andrew
. Lewis secured Club 420 donatioi -
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According to Kelly-Ann’s father, James, “Having funded most of my daughter’s
Laser Radial Olympic attempt, I know that to do a 49er campaign would be a huge
sum of money. Unlike the Laser, 49er rental boats are not in the range of the Laser,
and a four-year plan would be over US$1 million. The TTYA focuses on the Laser as
a viable Olympic class boat since it can be raced in regional Olympic qualifiers
(PANAM and CAC games) which assist in attracting corporate and government spon-
sorship funding.”

Kathryn notes, “The Caribbean Dinghy Championships remain a regional focus.
Airfare is an impediment to greater regional racing participation. Schoelcher’s annu-
al Sailing Week each February in Martinique provides high class racing opportuni-
ties at reduced cost.

“Competing at the Caribbean Dinghy Championships remains a regional focus.
However, travel costs often impede the ability of Caribbean island youth to attend
regional sailing regattas. This is a barrier which Schoelcher Sailing Week has suc-
cessfully addressed, and we hope to as well. Last year Kevin Banfield of the Grenada
Sailing Association and I came up with the idea of hosting dinghy regattas and train-
ing camps in conjunction with regularly occurring Caribbean keelboat regattas. For
example, what about a weekend regatta immediately before or after January’s
Grenada Sailing Week? If youth help deliver keelboats to Grenada, travel costs are
reduced and youth learn about keelboat racing. We’d hoped to test this approach at
the ANR Regatta in Tobago but it was cancelled due the Covid-19 pandemic.

“St. Barths had similar plans to host dinghy races alongside the St. Barths Bucket
Regatta but all was cancelled due to the pandemic. Still, it is comforting that others
hold similar ideas,” Kathryn concluded.

St. Thomas Yacht Club, Martinique’s Club Nautique de Schoelcher and others
have included pre-regatta sailing clinics before major youth sailing events, but
Kathryn and Kevin’s idea of a dinghy regatta immediately before or after a big boat
regatta is something new.

Since 2014, Ellen Birrell and Capt. James Hutchins have hosted 68 six-day, teen
High Adventure Scouting USA charters. In summer 2019, with support from the
University of the Virgin Islands, they introduced STEM citizen science turtle counts and
benthic surveys to scouts onboard S/V Boldly Go. As the June issue goes to print, the
USVI governor announced that hotels may re-open. Scouting USA intends to continue
their USVI charters this summer.
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World’s Oldest Solo Ocean
Rower Reaches Antigua

by Jan Hein

When 72-year-old Graham Walters set off from Gran
Canaria on his fifth and final row across the Atlantic,
he had a good idea of what to expect. Previous voy-
ages provided ample experience with adverse weather
and sea conditions. His vessel, George Geary, carried

everything needed to address equipment failure and
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Antigua’s Coast Guard, tethered to George Geary
through the night via VHF, set out at 10:00am to sur-
vey the situation and offer support. Walters had
crossed the longitudinal line of Antigua’s eastern most
point but he was six miles off the southern shore.
Accepting a tow might void the world’s record he was
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Above: A few yards from the finish line.

Below: A peek inside the sea capstule.
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boat breakage. Precise provisioning would last for
months. What he couldn’t prepare for was the world
he would enter, 94 days later, when he made landfall
in Antigua.

Eight miles east of the island on April 28th, Walters
anticipated rowing into English Harbour early the next
day. That night, winds gusting to 20 knots and agi-
tated seas pushed him off course and though he rowed
hard through the night, morning brought the realiza-
tion that he might miss the island entirely.

Complicating the matter were Covid-19 regulations.
Antigua’s borders were closed and any vessel sanc-
tioned entry could do so only in the commercial port of
St. John, followed by a mandatory quarantine of 14
days. Weighty questions swirled: if Walters could fight
his way back to the island, would he have the strength
to carry on to the west side? After 94 days of solitude,
would he have to endure 14 more?

Right: Tossing a line to welcoming hands.

Inset right: That smile of victory.
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hoping to set. Not taking assistance could spell disas-
ter. Antigua was expecting him; other islands, if he
could reach one, were not.

During months at sea, Walters held weekly chats
with his wife, receiving news of a novel virus — its
spread, the lockdowns and devastation. She said he’d
have to wear a mask in Antigua so he’d earlier fash-
ioned one from an old polishing cloth. When the Coast
Guard neared his boat to secure a towline, he glimpsed
the world’s new reality. The Guardsmen and crew were
masked; his was tied at his neck.

At the entrance to the harbor, George Geary was side-
tied to the Coast Guard vessel. Communication with
Immigration officials took place, resulting in a decision
to allow him to enter the country in English Harbour. A
welcoming committee of dinghies motored and rowed
out to lay eyes on the man who had rowed 3,000 miles
alone. Boat horns blasted, met by cheers onshore. Well-

wishers stood atop Fort Berkely, flags waved and cam-
eras were aimed at a hero unlike any other.

Antigua is the finish line of the annual Talker
Whiskey Atlantic Challenge and they know how to
welcome rowers. A masked crowd, standing socially
distant apart, filled Nelson’s Dockyard. Walters’s boat
was released by the Coast Guard; he set his oars in
place and began pulling toward victory. Slowly the
orange boat slid past anchored boats, moored megas
and the fuel dock, each packed with waving support-
ers, cheering their hero home.

As Walters brought George Geary alongside the
stone quay, Antiguans hurried to tie her in place. “You
de mos’ amazin’ mon,” one shouted. “De strongess
mon alive!” Before stepping out, Graham tended to his
vessel, securing lines and gear. The boat was, in some
respects, a best friend, one he had built in his front
garden 22 years before, and she’d carried him across
the ocean one last time.

He unfolded himself and stood for the crowd,
answering salutes with his own. Jokingly he hoisted a
Banks beer. Behind the mask was a broad smile, shin-
ing in his eyes. Military and police officials parted the
crowd, and then helped Walters from the boat. His first
two steps, taken slowly, were steady, but the unforgiv-
ing old stone paving threw him off balance and he
nearly toppled to the ground. Two guards assisted him
to the Officer’'s Quarters where TV cameras and news
reporters anxiously waited to hear the story.

Anne Marie Martin, Commissioner of Antigua &
Barbuda’s National Parks, welcomed him. “By law, I
have to keep social distance but I want to give you a
big hug! Welcome back to Antigua!” She presented a
basket of fruit, masks and hand sanitizer. “We want to
keep you safe here,” she said. “We're told, you're the
safest person on the planet!” For a photo op, they held
a big bottle of hand sanitizer between them, as if it
were a prized trophy.

Walters answered a string of questions about the
voyage: how it felt to have accomplished his goal; what
he thought about this new world. Despite exhaustion,
he was humorous and full of gratitude. “I've been hear-
ing about the world. On the boat, it was the ocean and
me. Now, at the end, now’s the time to come to terms
with the situation,” he said. “I can see, I did this for
everybody in the world.”

As his first meal ashore was placed before him he
asked, “Is it all right if I take the mask off to eat this?”
With a grinning audience, he dug into a hamburger and
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fries but not before garnishing them with ketchup.

Twenty-four hours passed before word came from
the Ocean Rowing Society, the official Guinness World
Records adjudicators for rowing. Walters would receive
the record for the oldest person to row any ocean solo,
as well as the oldest person to row an ocean more than
once. Walters rowed to raise money for Help for
Heroes, a charity begun in 2007 to provide assistance
to British servicemen and women wounded in combat
or injured while on active duty.

George Geary will be donated to Antigua’s museum.
Graham Walters, anxious to rejoin his wife in the UK,
awaits the re-opening of the airport. Meanwhile, he
hopes to use the unexpected island time working on
his next book.



CRUISERS SUPPORT
LOCAL RELIEF
IN GRENADA

The VHF radios of cruisers in Grenada were abuzz in
April with news of a “Virtual Bingo” game. This was
more than a fun way to pass the time under curfew. It
was just one of the fundraising ideas generated to sup-
port Acts of Kindness, a grassroots local project that
provided food and coupons to needy Grenadians dur-
ing restrictions related to control of the coronavirus.

generous contribution of the sailing community and
its affiliates, including Mango Projects Ltd, a marine
surveying business, the Petite Calivigny Yacht Club,
Fast Manicou Delivery Service, the Merry Bakery, On
the Spot Welding and Jenny’s Farmers Market for
their contributions to our efforts. To date, the sailing
community and affiliates have provided over EC$11,000
towards the provision of food hampers.”

Overall, with contributions and support from
Grenadian individuals and organizations, and visiting
cruisers and the local marine business community, by
late April the Acts of Kindness initiative raised over
EC$25,000. Between the start of the project on April
11th and April 26th, 442 families throughout Grenada
benefitted from acts of kindness sown by others.

Right:

Ayanna
Delivering a _food
hamper to a
senior citizen in
Corinth, St. David.

Below:
Supported by
Grenadians and
visitors alilee, the Saks
grassroots project
helped relieve
the burdens of

Among other fundraisers for the project, Virtual Bingo
alone produced over EC$4,000 from just one session.
As cruiser Philip Thomas said, “This was a terrific way
to repay the island nation who have been such kind
and generous hosts.” Many cruisers also gave cash to
a number of volunteer boats in the various bays.

Acts of Kindness was started by Grenadian Ayanna
Williams, who, beginning with just her family and a
single local mini-market, created a plan to solicit dona-
tions and deliver food hampers and EC$50 coupons
redeemable for goods at participating local shops to
needy and out of work households in Grenada while
people were restricted in their movements by govern-
ment legislation to protect the citizens from Covid-19.
It started off as a small idea and within days the project
was warmly embraced by numerous local individuals
and businesses, and then the Grenada sailing commu-
nity heard about it. As Philip says, “No one expected to
be confined to just one island, but it happened and so
cruisers became a part of the wider community too.”

Ayanna reports that, “We received and continue to
receive tremendous support from donors including the
sailing community who were eager to help alleviate the
plight of families facing insufficient food. The cruisers
resolutely demonstrated that the Covid-19 pandemic
required an all hands on deck approach to help fami-
lies navigate these rough economic waters. With lead-
ership from their own members, they mobilized among
themselves. The Acts of Kindness team is grateful for
the continued hard work of the members of the sailing
community for both their financial contributions and
their dedication to raising awareness of the initiative.
Their continued support keeps steering this initiative
forward. The Acts of Kindness team recognizes the

Contact ayanna8477@gmail.com

families in need.
for more information.
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Stainless and aluminum fabrication
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YOUR COMPLETE MARINE CENTRE IN THE HEART OF
SPANISH TOWN, VIRGIN GORDA, BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS

93 slip marina accommodating vessels up to 9' draft and 165’ LOA. Every slip has access to
fresh water, and 30A, 50A, or I00A shore power.

Full-service fuel dock providing diesel, gasoline, ice, fresh water, and lubricants.

Two large boatyards with a hauling capacity of 350 tonnes, 39' beam, and 165' LOA. Also
offered for keel boats is our reliable Hurricane Keel Pit Storage, as well as our brand-new
Hurricane Cradles.

Town Centre, Marine Chandlery, & brand-new Shopping Centre, offering banking, shopping,
dining, and more.

World-class beaches, luxury resorts & villas, and our own international airport make Virgin
Gorda an ideal Caribbean destination. Haul or dock your vessel for storage or maintenance,
and explore the beautiful island of Virgin Gorda.
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jokes — all over the VHF radio.
The CCC Net allowed us to connect and not feel so isolated. But more importantly,
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we pooled our resources and coordinated our shopping lists to get fresh produce,
fish, eggs, and chicken from local farmers, fishermen and merchants. Each boat took
a turn organizing orders for the whole bay with different local vendors. The farmers,

shop owners and fishermen delivered the food to the bay for all the boats to pick up
on the beach. This was a win-win for the local businesses, who were feeling the eco-

. “ .
o nomic burden of the shutdown, and for the boats in need of supplies. These deliver-
ies allowed us to stay safe by avoiding exposure to the coronavirus during a long taxi
; ride to a large grocery stores on the island.

This group of boats was even resourceful enough to figure out a way to dispose of
our garbage, make face masks, and get our propane tanks and diesel and gasoline
jugs filled from local small businesses. We were so lucky to have this community of
boats and local suppliers during this uncertain time — even if we knew them only

Liveaboard cruisers are an adventurous lot, but we never dreamed a pandemic by voice.
would be one of the problems we’d have to plan for on our journey. My husband, our Karen, Steven and Riley Achtemeier sail on S/V Second Chance.
daughter and I are cruising in the Caribbean aboard our Knysna 500SE catamaran.
We were in Carlisle Bay, Antigua, when the Covid-19 shutdowns started. We worried
about how to get home because nearly all the Eastern Caribbean islands had closed
their borders. We were concerned about lack of healthcare facilities, obtaining pro-
visioning and boat supplies, and the hurricane season just a few months away.

And now we were stranded in a foreign country with laws much different than
those in the States. Antigua’s new Covid-19 laws included a 24-hour curfew. The
only exception was from 7:00am to noon, when only two people from a household/
boat could leave their residence to get essential groceries or medical help. There was
no exercising outside, beaches were closed, and wearing a mask outside your resi-
dence was mandatory. These rules were strongly policed: a woman was jailed for not
wearing a mask while driving her car, and people were fined for waiting for the gro-
cery store to open at 6:55am.

In addition, all the rules were constantly changing and there was no one source to
get good information from in our remote bay. Since we were so isolated as boaters,
navigating the lockdown was overwhelming. We cruisers needed to come together to
navigate these uncharted waters.

And so we did come together in our little bay. We found a community to help us
through and find solutions in these challenging times.

Similar to people all over the globe, as the days grew longer in lockdown, we felt
more alone and our food supply dwindled. A week into the lockdown, we decided we
needed more resources and set out to meet our neighbors. There were ten boats from
four different countries (Canada, Britain, South Africa, and Germany) in Carlisle
Bay. So, during the 7:00am-to-noon hours we went around to each boat in our din-
ghy (keeping physical distancing) and gathered everyone’s names and WhatsApp
numbers. We created a WhatsApp group called the Carlisle Bay Corona Cruisers = .
group and started a morning “CCC Net,” where we’d talk over the VHF radio each e e
morning at 9:00aM. I hosted the morning net — starting with a quote of the day, we’d B ) o - :
welcome new boats, give weather updates, make announcements about the govern- Waiting out the curfew in Carlisle Bay on Antigua’s south coast
ment’s Covid-19 rules, shared mechanical and maintenance advice, started activities
and made other announcements. We also mentioned items we had to trade or asked
for things we might need, and it was amazing how such a small fleet had any obscure
supply requested for any project anyone was working on at the moment. We got
engine fuel filters from another boat.

Then each night at 5:30pMm, a boat would host a Trivia Night, or a Music Night or

A NOTE OF GRATITUDE

Good morning CCC,

We have enjoyed our lockdown with you all. I must say this group has been
the best display of international cooperation and we really should be the exam-
ple for our leaders. The fun, the entertainment, the cooperation and working
together, the excitement have been amazing. When I personally think of Covid-
19 I will think of our time here together in Carlisle Bay, if nothing else the
really bad scores in trivia. The conchs blowing at sunset in solidarity with the
first responders on land, and the fact that I wouldn’t recognize any of you with-
out your face mask. But if I heard your voice from a mile away, I would know
who you were.

Thank you all so much for being part of this wild adventure with us. And

by Karen Achtemeier
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The author hosting the CCC Net on VHF
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hopefully we keep this group chat going to keep each other updated through this
wild ride to the end and beyond. So that we may know our neighbors continue
to be safe and sound.

Hopefully one day we will get to actually sit at a table and have a drink with
each of you. Or an anniversary cocktail gathering as a neighborhood.

Thank you again, may your sails be full of wind, your faces full of smiles and
your hearts full of love.
Brent and Louise

Knot Safety
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GRENADIAN
HOSPITALITY

by David Carey

Having spent six weeks with our sailboat
in Grenada’s Spice Island boatyard, last
year our young family got to know the staff
of the Budget Marine chandlery fairly well.
My three noisy, cheeky Australian boys
were hard to miss, especially when they
were knocking glass bottles off shelves as
they ran around the store! Fortunately,
Grenadians love kids, and my rascals’
rambunctious ways did nothing to hinder
our friendship with the ladies behind the
counter. It wasn’t long before we had got-
ten to know everyone in the store, and
found out that some of the staff had young
kids of a similar age to ours. When our
new friends Shelley and Lira asked if our
family would like to join them on a bus
tour of the island for Easter 2019, we
jumped at the chance. They had organized
4 asmall bus with a driver, and we would be

sharing the tour with a dozen local kids.
Piling into one of these minibuses was
nothing new to us; we had realized early on that the public transport system in
Grenada is a fantastic way to see the island, get to know people, and listen to the lat-
est music, which is always pumping through the stereo. This was the same kind of
minibus. As we drove around the island, stopping here and there to pick up kids who

waved goodbye to their moms, I began to wonder... how many bodies can we fit in?

With smiling little faces beaming out the windows, singing along to their favorite
Soca music, which everyone seemed to know the words to except us, we made our
way to the first stop, Annandale Falls.

Grenada is a wonderland of lush tropical greenery, and among the curvy roads,
streams and creeks abound. Due to the heavy rainfall, incredible waterfalls form. As
we walked down the trail to the base of the Annandale waterfall, the cool spray was
a welcome relief from the tropical heat, like a natural air conditioner. As the kids
wandered around the rock pools below, a voice called from high atop the waterfall.
A local man was waving to us, gesturing that he was about to do something I
wouldn’t dream of. With the kids now gathered together and counting him down, he
proceeded to jump from his ledge high above the waterfall into the water below. A
cry of delight rang out as the kids hollered and screamed for their new high-diving
hero. As the man clambered out of the remarkably shallow water, out of nowhere he
produced a pet iguana, which we all marveled at. Something told me he had per-
formed this routine once or twice before, which made for a great show.

Our next stop was the Grand Etang lake, located in St. Andrew’s Parish. A nation-
al park, this would be our lunch stop. Looking out over this untouched green land-
scape with a view of the extinct volcanic crater set right at the center of the island,
it was easy to imagine a dinosaur plodding along the water’s edge, grazing on the
dense green leaves. The lake forms part of a thriving ecosystem rich in plant and
animal life. There is a 1.8-mile walking trail around the lake, for those who like to
get close. This walk takes about an hour and a half. Expect to see birds, fish and if
you are lucky, Mona monkeys, which live high in the treetops. According to the
locals, there is also a mermaid that lives in the crater lake. Every year sacrifices are
offered, which she takes to the bottom.

The summits of Mt. Granby, Morne Fedon, and Mt. Qua Qua are also in the park,
and make great backdrops for photographers. As the adults took in the views, the
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kids were busy chasing lizards, dancing to music and feasting on jerk chicken, a
popular dish on the island.

Our next stop, the River Salée sulfur springs, on the northeastern side of the island
in St. Patrick’s Parish, are well worth a visit. It was soon apparent that this was a
very chilled place to hang out. The natural pools are filled with sulfur mud, which
the manager of the site, Kevin, explained is good for curing many ailments.

As reggae music played from the small bar area, we all stripped down to our bath-
ing suits and tried to decide who would get muddy first. Smearing the strong-
smelling brown mud onto our bodies, we grown-ups must have looked a sight. The
kids were hooting and laughing as they followed suit. It wasn’t long before our army
of revelers was covered head to toe. With our skin feeling positively radiant, we let

Due to Grenada’s heavy rainfall, incredible waterfalls form.

this natural beauty treatment dry and do its thing as we played with the wild tor-
toises that call this place home. The kids were soon swimming in the brown waters
of the mud bath, as our group took over the site. Their laughter rang out through
the green forest, and everyone was thoroughly enjoying themselves. When we felt
our muddied bodies had had enough, the adults pulled fresh water from a natural
well nearby to clean off. Finished with the mud, we splattered ourselves with some
natural cocoa butter and booked in for a deep tissue massage from a local mas-
seuse. (Be sure to bring a bag for your wet swimmers and bring nothing white to the
springs — it will come away brown, as the sulfur mud is after all, sulfur mud!)
Feeling rejuvenated and ready for something sweet, we headed for the Diamond
chocolate factory. Located on the northwest side of the island, this gorgeous build-
ing is famous for its “bean-to-bar” chocolate production. Here you can see how the
cocoa beans are grown, dried, sorted and processed into the delicious Jouvay
Chocolate found all over the island.
—Continued on next page
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—Continued from previous page

The owners of the factory are committed to supporting local farmers, who produce
the world-class cocoa beans, and to conserving the rainforest farms where
Grenadian cacao grows. True to Grenadian style, the factory is set in the lush green
countryside. A guide took us through the workings of the factory, explaining how
the chocolate is made. Tasting the cocoa pods, smelling the drying racks, and seeing
the mixing machines at work had us all salivating; it was time for a pig-out. The
sales area has samples of all the chocolate made on site, from very dark and bitter
to a lighter, sweeter flavor. We all found something just right. They also make an
incredible chocolate milkshake, but beware: dark chocolate has a fair bit of caffeine,
and after us each gobbling up our body weight in chocolate, it became a bit of a wild
free for all!
Coming down from our caffeine high, we clambered back into the bus to make our
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way home. As the sun set on a memorable day, we made our way to each of the chil-
dren’s homes, their families waiting to hear the stories of the day. It was obvious that
Grenada has a strong sense of community, and watching the locals interact always
reminds me of what a safe, happy, kid-friendly island paradise Grenada truly is.
Back at the dinghy dock, we said our goodbyes and thanked our hosts for a won-

derful day. As we made our way to our boat anchored in Prickly Bay, the kids all fell
asleep in the dinghy. I looked at my wife and she looked back. Without a word we
both agreed, days like this are definitely why we love cruising.

As this issue of Compass goes to press, Grenada is gradually relaxing its Covid-19
restrictions. Put island tours on your wish list for future fun!

o
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Above: The kids were soon swimming in the brown waters of the mud bath.
Left: We played with the wild tortoises that call this place home.

Below: This gorgeous building is famous for its ‘bean-to-bar’ chocolate production.
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UPDATES ON DOYLEGUIDES.COM AND @DOYLEGUIDES ON FACEBOOK

DIGITAL AND HARD COPIES
AVAILABLE AT WWW.CRUISINGGUIDES.COM

The best anchorages are only

in Don Street’s Caribbean pilots

Other guides are best for shore-side
information & are provided to the charter
fleets so what harbours & anchorages
they do include are more crowded.
Street’s pilots include: south east & east
coast Grenada, the south & east coast of
Carriacou, & the east coasts of Can-
nouan & Martinique. These are not cov-
ered by other guides but Street considers
them the best in the eastern Caribbean
now Venezuela is no longer safe.

The perfect pilotage companion

for all the other guides n.\“"&;
!.iIJS/_\/Caribbezn: 53
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UK/Europe: www.imray.com
(search: Don Street)

When cruising the Caribbean be sure
to have Street’s guides on board as
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® Inter-island and harbour pilotage

e Tidal information

® All eastern Caribbean anchorages Order online

Street’s pilotage information is time-
less and is your key to a quiet night’s
sleep in unspoilt anchorages!
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A World of Difference

JOIN US IN THE UNSPOILT PARADISE OF GRENADA & THE GRENADINES.

Owned and managed by Camper

. . . Valid 1st June - 30th November 2020
& Nicholson's Marinas, Port Louis

Marina is the newly refurbished Size — Feet DETI WWEEINY Monthly Seasonal
full-service marina destination _ 1 -6 Days 7-29 Days | 30-89 Days | 90+ Days
to visit this season in the southern ' $/Ft/Day $/Ft/Day $/Ft/Day $/Ft/Day
Caribbean for secure yacht and 32 $0.92 $0.83 $0.49 $0.44
superyacht berthing. 40 $1.17 $1.06 $0.58 $0.53
50 $1.28 $1.15 $0.63 $0.58
60 $1.39 $1.25 $0.69 $0.64
65 $1.54 $1.39 $0.77 $0.71
75 $1.59 $1.43 $0.78 $0.72
For all enquiries, please contact 80 $1.74 $1.57 $0.94 $0.89
W Tel:+1(473) 453 7432 100 $1.80 $1.62 $0.96 $0.91

B Email: reservations@cnportlouismarina.com

For yachts above 100 feet LOA and for bookings of longer periods,

B Website: www.cnmarinas.com/plm

please contact us for a personalised quote.
B VHF: Channel 14

TERMS & CONDITIONS

B All rates are quoted in US Dollars and berthing fees are payable on arrival. B The rates are based on a vessel staying and paying for the berth for a consecutive
number of days as indicated. @ Catamarans charged at 1.5* the advertised rates. B A deposit of 10% of the value of the booking (Min US$100) is required to secure
aberth. m Deposits are refundable up to 30 days prior to the booked arrival date.



PRODUCT POSTINGS

It’s haulout time in the Caribbean! Getting ready for your first or 15th haulout, there’s
always something new that you can get to make the job easier, better and more
efficient. Whether you’re just renewing the anti-fouling, doing an entire refit, or simply
adding some upgrades, we hope the products listed here might be of inferest.

There are excellent, well-stocked chandleries in the Caribbean, such as Islkand Water
World (see page 40),and Budget Marine (see page 2). If you don’t find what you're
looking for at your local chandlery. see the websites given for more information.

Premium Self-Polishing Antifouling

Cukote’s high loading of cuprous
oxide makes this formulation a top per-
former, even in the most severe fouling
areas. As an ablative, self-polishing
coating, there is no buildup of bottom
paint over time. Your hull’s underwater
surface will remain smooth and clean.
Cukote can also withstand removal
from water without affecting its anti-
fouling properties. Cukote is the premi-
um self-polishing antfifouling paint that
has established the standard in the
industry. Available in seven popular col-
ors, Cukote can complement any color
scheme on your vessel. Also available
in a Low-VOC formulation.

Visit www.seahawkpaints.com for
more information.

PREMIUM YACH
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Antifouling Coating

Easy to Use Hull Polisher

A great spiff-up project is polishing the
hull. The powerful Dual Action Polisher
Pro from Shurhold is easy to use and
brings new life back to gelcoat that’s
looking old and fired from oxidation, UV rays, salt and dirt.

Using foo robust a tool can cause burns and swirls. The Shurhold Dual Action Polisher
Pro has a large, 21-millimetre random orbital motion at 1,800-4,800 opm. This all but
eliminates the damage other polishers can cause while providing professional results.

The Dual Action Polisher Pro features two different soft-touch ergonomic grips for
all-day comfort. This also allows for adjusting tfo unique angles and working positions.

The tool weighs only 2.7 kilos, so it’s easy to cover long sections without tiring. With
its 900-watt motor, the
Shurhold Dual Action
Polisher Pro does the job
fast. A thumb dial pro-
vides the ability to
adjust the speed while
working and the power
lock enables users to
keep a steady pace
without finger strain.

Many polishers require
time and specialized
tools to change the
pad. Not so with the
Dual Action Polisher Pro.
Its 15.2-centimetre Quick
Change Backing Plate
removes quickly with a
single hex bolt.

A professional-grade
tool, the Shurhold Dual
Action Polisher Pro has EZ Change carbon brush ports and a six-metre power cord
for workspace convenience. It comes with a detailed user guide and canvas stor-
age bag.

Visit www.shurhold.com for more information.

Extend Connectivity 15 Miles From Shore

Cellular connectivity has become so ubiquitous it’s a challenge to go without it.
Glomex’s innovative weBBoat 4G Lite Internet antenna receives 3G/4G cellular and
WiFi signals up to 15 miles away, amplifies them and becomes a safe, personal
hotspot. Up to 24 devices can connect simultaneously for everything from entertain-
ment to navigation.

weBBoat 4G Lite has an integrated SIM card slot to take full advantage of cellular
coverage areas while reducing roaming costs. Inside the compact 140 millimetre
wide by 200 millimetre high radome are three antennas: two for 3G/4G cellular
reception and one for WiFi. The internal router has an Ethernet LAN port for direct
wiring of a networked device.

Using weBBoat 4G Lite couldn’t be easier with the free Android and iOS Glomex
apps. Users set up the device, and monitor and control the SIM card. Additionally,
the apps log performance data and automatically download firmware updates.

Installing weBBoat 4G Lite is plug-and-play. It requires a 10-30V DC power supply.
Mounts are available from Glomex to suit almost any marine application.

Visit www.glomex.it for more information.

Ground Plates Improve Antenna Performance

A ground plate is a necessary bonding interface between onboard electronics,
generators and the water to ensure electrical continuity. It improves the fransmission
and reception performance of the vessel’'s communication devices by reducing
radio-frequency interference. High-quality Sintered Bronze Ground Plates from
Glomex, the leading global manufacturer of commercial and recreational marine
antennas, deliver 15 percent more surface area than the competition — up to 5.75
square metres.

Glomex Sintered Bronze Ground Plates consist of fused microspheres that create a
surface more than ten times its actual size. This not only provides increased strength
but also superior antenna performance.

Available in round or rectangular models, Sintered Bronze Ground Plates have an
exclusive edge shape that resists fouling and limits drag. Bronze hex nuts and bolts
made of the same material as the plates are included, along with plastic spacers.
Glomex offers six sizes, 55-millimetre and 128-millimetre round, and lengths from 155
to 455 millimetres.

On a sailboat, the ideal location is between the keel and rudder. On a powerboat,
Glomex Sintered Bronze Ground Plates should be installed on the aft third of the hull,
close to the centerline. For both vessels, the area should be as flat as possible; any
gap over three milimetres should be avoided. Mounting on the transom isn’t recom-
mended nor is immediately forward of a knotmeter or fransducer due to the slight
turbulence created by the plate. Installing a ground plate is straightforward
two-person DIY job.

Maintaining ground plates is easy. Barnacles and marine life won’t attach them-
selves to the metal, so they only need to be cleaned with bleach and a stiff brush,
and never need to be painted.

Visit www.glomex.it for more information.

Keep Air Dry and Moving

Moisture in the air feeds mold and mildew,
and incites rust to take hold on metal sur-
faces. The results are musty odors and
potentially irreparable damage to equip-
ment and gear. Stor-Dry by Caframo staves
off these issues. Now available in 230V as
well as 120V, it gently warms damp air to
above the dew point and circulates it to
reduce humidity.

Dual-action Stor-Dry uses a low-wattage
heating element and internal fan to both
heat and circulate the air. The warmth
and movement suspend ambient mois-
ture in the air so it can’t condense on sur-
faces and enable mold, mildew and rust
to begin.

Once plugged into an appropriate outlet, a
red LED indicates it's operating. After use,
dust can be vacuumed from the device and
the surface wiped clean with a dry cloth.

Made in Canada and built to last, Stor-Dry
has a brushed aluminum housing. Both the
230V 50Hz and 120V 60Hz models draw 70W
and generate 240 BTU/hr.

Visit https://seekr.caframobrands.com for
more information.

Circuit Tester Verifies Connections

Checking shorepower connections for proper wiring can be fime-consuming, espe-
cially when working in dimly-lit or difficult-to-access locations. An innovative UL- and
Cl-listed Twist-Lock Circuit Tester from Hubbell Marine speeds this process by using
simple LED visual codes to indicate electrical circuit conditions.

The patented, compact
design of the HBLT26CM11
Twist-Lock Circuit Tester
closely resembles a stan-
dard Hubbell Twist-Lock
Plug. Once inserted into a
30A/125V receptacle, ifs
LED back panel immedi-
ately displays whether the
circuit is complete and
properly wired.

A sturdy plastic card pro-
vided with the tester helps
quickly identify seven con-
nection conditions: correct
or reverse polarity; open
hot, ground or neutral;
reversed hot and ground;
and hot on neutral. This
unique NEMA configuration of LED signals makes it easy to quickly diagnose
mis-wiring situations, even when working in dark, difficult-to-reach spaces.

With its durable Insulgrip nylon housing, the HBLT26CM11 Twist-Lock Circuit Tester
provides boat owners, marina operators and electricians with a comfortable and
secure grip. A built-in carabiner-style clip allows easy securing to a work belt.

Visit www.hubbell-marine.com for more information.

International Shore Power for Voyaging Boats

Being properly equipped means being ready to connect to shore power instal-
lations anywhere. Using familiar marine styling in a choice of traditional 316 stain-
less steel or white non-metallic construction, Hubbell offers an array of
CE-certified outlets, connectors and shore power cords for infernational use.
These 16A/20A, 30A/32A and 60A/63A, 220-240V/250V systems feature fully water-
tight seals, nickel-plated rear enclosures and nickel-plated contact blades for
maximum corrosion resistance.

The innovative design of the connector housing allows it to directly engage the
cable to support a secure connection to the pressure-screw terminals. A unique
thermoset interior resists arcing and heat build-up, while 16A and 32A models
include a clear polycarbonate interior for easy visual inspection.

Built to US National Electrical Manufacturer’s Association configurations, infernation-
ally-rated products conform with standard shore power systems used throughout
most of the world. For boaters who plan to include cruising stops in North America,
Hubbell offers internationally-rated pin-and-sleeve devices that match both North
American and international configurations using a two-pole plus earth connection.

Visit www.hubbell-marine.com for more information.

Flush Tie Downs Help Secure Gear

Clean lines enhance any boat’s appeal and prevent stubbed toes, but that
smooth look can make it difficult fo find spofts for securing loose gear. Cast stainless
steel Accon Marine Tie Downs provide ideal anchor points for holding fenders or
equipment in place while blending discreetly info the deck.

Available in large (89 millimetres square by 32 milimetres deep) and small (51 milli-
metres square by 25 millimetres deep) sizes, these streamlined tie downs mount
nearly flush to the deck. They’re ideal for use on areas where gear like scuba tanks,
fishing tackle or fenders must be secured.

To install Accon Marine Tie Downs, users simply drill a 64 millimetres hole for the
large model or a 38 millimetres hole for the small version, then secure it in place
with four screws. An included sealing cup protects against accidental water intru-
sion. In independent testing, the small tie down held up to 1,361 kilos of strain
without failing.

Visit www.acconmarine.com for more information.
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 WEATHER
SOURCES

When was the last time you simply looked at the sky to forecast the next day’s
weather? For that matter, when was the last time you tapped a barometer? Yet
weather prediction occupies a large part of sailors’ attention.

Although it’s been a long time since people tried to predict the weather by seeing
whether or not the groundhog went back in his hole, it has also been a while since
mariners routinely listened to WWV radio for marine storm warnings. The use of
once-popular weatherfax has been replaced by GRIB.

While SSB radio weather forecasts are still indispensable, today, with WiFi so
widely available in the Caribbean, increasing numbers of sailors get their weather
information from on-line sources. Here we present a selection that various Caribbean
cruisers have recommended (tested PC and Andoid tablet compatible).

Is your favorite not here? Let us know at sally@caribbeancompass.com

Long Distance Weather Forecasts Now Made By Machine

OMPLICATED weather forecasting com-~

putations can now be calculated auto-
matically on the marvelously intricate
machine shown at the left, the invention
of Dr. Charles G. Abbot, secretary of the
Smithsonian Institution. With it he ex-
pects to calculate such things as variations
in solar radiation to determine if they
occur in cycles, and thus to lay the foun-
dation for predicting what our weather
will be ten or twenty years ahead. The
new invention is similar to conventional
calculating machines, except that it is de-
signed for a particular use.

SOINVHOIW NHIAOW

An article from Modern Mechanics
magazine, 1932

_'Ihis intricate mathematical cnfculaling machine shown
in photo above was designed for studying facts of solar
radiation which may lead to long distance weather forecasts.

Caribbean National, Regional and Island Weather Websites

* ABCs Weather: www.meteo.cw/rad_loop.php

e Curacao Met Department: www.meteo.cw

e Barbados Weather Satellite:
http://barbadosweather.org/GOES16/Jiren_Satellite_Products.php

e Martinique Weather Radar:
www.meteofrance.gp/previsions-meteo-antilles-guyane /animation/radar/antilles

e Panama Weather (requires Adobe Flash, not Android compatible):
www.hidromet.com.pa/index.php

¢ Trinidad & Tobago Weather Radar: www.metoffice.gov.tt/Radar_Imagery

e US National Weather Service (for USVI and Puerto Rico):
www.srh.noaa.gov/sju

General Weather Websites

* NOAA National Weather Service Caribbean:
www.weather.gov/marine/offnt3cmz

e Mike's Weather Page: www.spaghettimodels.com

e WINDFinder: www.windfinder.com

¢ ON Board ON Line: www.onboardonline /weathertools

* PassageWeather (provides seven-day wind, wave and weather forecasts):
passageweather.com

e Weather Underground: www.wunderground.com/hurricane

General weather discussion on Wunderground:
www.wunderground.com/cat6

e www.windyty.com (wind speed and direction for 14 days

in about three-hour increments)

¢ Ventusky (similar to windyty): www.ventusky.com

Weather Conversions: https://www.weather.org/conversion-chart

Commercial Marine Weather Service Websites

¢ Buoyweather (free two-day forecasts and paid-for custom forecasts):

www.buoyweather.com

e Chris Parker’s Marine Weather Center (listen free on daily SSB nets,
or subscribe for daily e-mails for your area): http://mwxc.com

¢ Atlantic severe storm prediction (paid subscription):
https://stormpulse.com

Hurricane Information Websites

e Caribbean Hurricane Network: www.stormcarib.com

e US National Hurricane Center: www.nhc.noaa.gov

e NHC Marine Weather Discussion:
www.nhc.noaa.gov/text/MIAMIMATS.shtml

* NHC Offshore Reports: www.nhc.noaa.gov/marine/offshores.php

e AccuWeather: http://sirocco.accuweather.com

¢ Atlantic Hurricane Tracking Chart (print out for offline reference):
www.nhc.noaa.gov/pdf/tracking_chart_atlantic.pdf

e NHC Marine Graphicast:
www.nhc.noaa.gov/marine/graphicast.php?basin=at#contentw.nws.noaa

* NOAA Climate Discussion: www.climate.gov/news-features

In addition, surf and swell forecasts (great for those “iffy” anchorages)
are provided at http://magicseaweed.com.

Happy weather windows!
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Weather Reports Summer 2020

utc AST* STATION & REPORT DESCRIPTION FREQ TYPE MODE

0930 0530 NOAA Daily Offshore Forecast™™ A Voice USB

1000 0600 Daily Caribbean Weather 6215 (uncontrolled 1000-1200) USB
1000 0600 Eastern Carib. Weather (Chris) 4045 & 8137 USB (Note 1)
1030 0630  Trinidad Emergency Net 3855 LSB/Ham
1030 0630  Carib. Emergency & Weather Net 3815 LSB/Ham
1030 0630 Bahamas Weather (Chris) 4045 & 8137 USB (Note 1)
1100 0700 Caribbean Net (Mon-Sat) 7250 LSB/Ham
1120 0720 Bahamas Weather (C6AGE C Wardle)7096/3696 LSB/Ham
1130 0730 US East Coast, Atlantic NW of Bermuda (Chris) 8137/12350 USB (Note 1)
1145 0745 Wo’rerwo¥ Cruising Club 7268 LSB/Ham
1200 0800  Coconut Telegraph 4060 USB (except Sunday)
1215 0815  KPK Cruising Safety (sponsor SSCA) 8104 USB (Note 3)
1230 0830  Eastern Carib. Weather (Chris) 8137 & 12350 USB (Note 1)
1230 0830  Cruizheimers Net 8152 (or 8146/8164) USB

1300 0900  Western Carib. Weather (Chris) 8137 & 12350 USB (Note 1)
1330 (0830 local) Panama Connection Net 107 USB

1400 1000 Northwest Caribbean Net 6209 USB

1530 1130 NOAA Offshore Forecast** A Voice USB

2030 1630 Caribbean Cocktail & Weather 7086 LSB/Ham
2100 1700  Doo Dah Net 8152 USB

2110 1710  Transatlantic Cruisers Net (SSCA) 12350 USB (Note 3)
2130 1730 NOAA Offshore Forecast** A Voice USB

2200 1800 Carib. and Atlantic Weather (Chris) 8137 & 12350 Voice USB (Notes 1 & 2)
2230 1830  Carib. Emergency & Weather 3815 Voice LSB/Ham

* Atlantic Standard Time (AST) does not shift to DST in the summer in Caribbean waters.

** NOAA frequencies (in kHz):
NMN, Chesapeake, 4426, 6501, 8764, 13089. NMG, New Orleans, 4316, 8502, 12788

Note 1: Unless severe weather threatens, this net is not conducted on Sundays.
When there are active Tropical systems in the Atlantic, Marine Weather Center (Chris) runs a
net at 2300 UTC/1900 AST on 8137 USB.

Note 2. Please hail Marine Weather Center 15 minutes before the net so that Chris knows where to
aim his anfenna to reach you. This net is geared primarily to offshore Atlantic and Pacific passage-
makers. For schedule updates see www.mwxc.com

Note 3: The Transatlantic Cruisers' Net operates only during yacht migration periods.

TIPS
e During severe tropical storm or hurricane activity, information can be found continuously on the
Hurricane Watch Net on 14325 USB/Ham and 3950 LSB/Ham.

e In case of maritime emergency, any vessel in distress can call the 24/7/365 Maritime Mobile Net on
14300 USB/Ham. KPK listens for emergency calls on his 1215UTC net. Chiris listens for emergency traffic
at the beginning and end of each of his weather netfs. Anyone, licensed or not, may legally operate
on Ham or any other frequencies in the event of life-threatening or DISTRESS situations.

e A more complete schedule of US East Coast cruising nets is available at
www.docksideradio.com/east_coast.htm

WWV has resumed continuous time signal broadcasting on 25 MHz on an experimental basis. The
broadcast consists of the normal WWYV signal heard on all other WWV frequencies, at the same level
of accuracy. As an experimental broadcast, the 25 MHz signal may be interrupted or suspended
without notice. WWV Continuous Time and Frequency Standard Broadcast 2500, 5000, 10000, 15000,
and 20000 (Switch to AM mode)

CRUISERS’ VHF NETS
See a list of selected cruisers' VHF Nets on page 4 of this issue of Compass!

Corrections and comments are welcome. Please send them to sally@caribbeancompass.com
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In last month’s issue of Compass, we
left the author standing in the cabin of
his 41-foot Lord Nelson sailboat,
Afaran. Hurricane Hugo was approach-
ing. He had two storm anchors down
in Coral Harbor, St. John, USVI. Would
it be enough?

As darkness fell, I was standing in the cabin
pondering the worst. Was my boat really ready?
Should I stay aboard or go ashore? Hurricane
Hugo was less than 24 hours away, bearing
down on the islands with 140-knot winds.

“The first lesson, when in trouble,” I said out
loud to myself, “is to seek local knowledge.” 1
needed to talk to someone.

It was 6:00pm; happy hour would be in full
swing ashore at Skinny Leg’s Bar and Grill. I
replaced the electronics, stowed the tools,
grabbed my wallet, jumped into the dinghy and
sped ashore.

I pulled up a stool next to a burly Kiwi, his
wife and teenage daughter. Derek, I knew. He
was the mechanic at Cruz Bay Shipyard. He
knew me and had worked on my boat.

“You all set?” he asked. “I saw you found your-
self a sweet spot.” He and his family lived in
Coral Harbor, on their 50-foot ketch, HOTTYD
(Hold On Tight To Your Dreams). They were = S = =
moored on the other side of the harbor from me. Boats packed cheel by Jowl in Hurricane Hole, St. John, USVI, before the storm.

I knew Derek was an experienced seaman, so I pumped him for advice.
“The winds in this hurricane are supposed to blow over 140 knots,” I said, sipping 140-knot winds for ten to 12 hours, I don’t see how any boat can survive.”
my first Red Stripe. “It can be done,” said Derek, slowly, nursing what must have been his third
“Yup.” A man of few words. Red Stripe.
“It blew 115 during Hurricane Emily two years ago when I was in Bermuda,” I “Are you staying on your boat or going ashore?” I asked. I couldn't imagine he'd
added. “It only lasted an hour, but that was enough for me. If we are going to be in subject his wife and daughter to a storm this strong for so long.

“Stay with your boat,” he said. “Protecting your boat... it’s your responsibility. Just
check the chafe gear every half an hour. It’s the one thing you can do to ensure you
have a boat the next day.”
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“How can you see anything with the wind blowing a hundred miles an hour?” I
asked. This was the one thing I remembered from Hurricane Emily in Bermuda. I
had been blinded by the wind-driven spray and rain. “Try sticking your head out the

- - car window in a rainstorm driving along at 80,” I'd tell friends when I recounted my
Hurricane Hugo approaching the Lesser Antilles, September 1989. Bermuda story. “Tell me if you can see anything.”

—Continued on next page
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“Use a mask and snorkel,” replied Derek. “Crawl forward every half an hour,
inspect and adjust the chafe gear. Most of the damage done to boats at anchor or on
a mooring during a storm comes from mooring lines that chafe through. How much
scope you have down?” Derek asked.

“Two hundred feet on each anchor. The 60-pound CQR on chain. My storm anchor,
a 90-pound Fisherman, on two five-eighth-inch nylon rodes.”

“That should do it. I'll be up all night. Same as you, I imagine.”

I ordered Derek another Red Stripe, and all four of us tucked into a dinner of conch
fritters and fries at the bar.

Back on board that night I made the commitment to remain on the boat. Under an
almost full moon, I removed the outboard engine and secured it in the cockpit,
hauled the dinghy on deck with the main halyard, deflated it and packed it in its bag,
securing it to the life raft just ahead of the mast. Then I went to bed. It was 11:00pm.
The night was full of dreams — huge waves, pounding surf — the feeling of being
underwater, rolled around in the surf, left me dazed in the morning. Or might it have
been the beers from the night before?

Sunday, September 17th, 1989

The day was still and hot. There was nothing more I could think of that needed
doing. I sat on the foredeck on the rolled-up dinghy and read The Cardinal in the
Kremlin by Tom Clancy. Boats continued to arrive all morning. Some attempted to
anchor in front of me. I sent them away. In the afternoon,
high thin clouds began to cover the eastern sky. It was kinda
hard to contemplate what was about to happen in a few
hours, but the VHF and the land-based AM radio stations
were full of it.

Hugo had slammed Guadeloupe that morning, at 1:00aM.
Winds to 140 miles per hour, 20-foot waves and a two- to
three-foot surge. A dozen people killed. The anticipated path
of Hugo would bring it directly over the Virgin Islands from
Sunday evening into Monday morning.

“The hurricane is expected to pass between St. Croix and
the BVI as a Category 4 hurricane,” reported the mechanical
voice on WX VHF. “Winds in excess of 140 knots out to 100
miles on the northeast quadrant.” This meant boats anchored
in Cruz Bay would be on the “dangerous side” as the storm
approached. The winds would be rotating counterclockwise
around the eye; the storm’s forward movement (eight to 12
knots) would be added to its 140-knot winds, increasing the
true wind to 150 knots.

As the day went on reports came in that Hugo had slowed
down, traveling at six to eight knots. This would lessen the
winds a bit, but extend the time we would be in them. Tough
trade-off.

Boats were now anchored all around me in Coral Bay — big
boats, little boats. One 90-footer from Hamilton, Bermuda,
dropped a single anchor, and left their sails on and their
dinghy tied off astern. Others dropped only one anchor,
packed up and went ashore. Maybe they knew something I
didn’t. If I had my dinghy in the water, I'd have gone over to
chat with Derek.

By 6:00rMm, as dusk arrived, so did the tendrils of wind, the
outriders of the hurricane. At first I thought the roaring

sound overhead was low-flying military jets on recon. Then I saw what made the

screaming noise: shafts of wind, tunnels really, no wider than a street, swept down
from the sky, hit the water at the far edge of the moored fleet, and shot across the
harbor, tearing up the water, kicking up spray, knocking boats flat, roaring up the
hillside, stripping leaves from the trees, leaving brown wakes in their paths of
snapped trees and torn-up brush. This went on as darkness fell. I sat on the life raft
forward and watched.

Then, the rain began, not all at once, but in fits and starts, along with the wind
that came and went. I went below and stuffed a can of Dinty Moore into my stomach,
put on my foul weather jacket, pulled the hood over my head, and strapped a dive
mask over the hood to keep it in place. I was not about to leave my bald head unpro-
tected. I would be spending the entire night on the foredeck, crammed in between
the windlass and the bulwarks, out of the wind.

By 10:00pMm we were in it. The winds were east, so the harbor was in the lee of the
hills, but the wind reached us. As night wore on the winds crept around to south-
east, then south, as the eye of Hugo moved slowly to the west-northwest.

Gusts came and went, blowing well over 100 knots.

As I learned later, the eye passed directly over St. Croix, 30 miles south of Coral
Bay. For much of the night, the wind was out of the southeast and south, hovering
between 80 and 120 knots, blowing directly into the harbor. As the wind came south,
five- to ten-foot swells swept into the harbor. Afaran rose to meet the swells, only to

plunge down into the troughs. I was worried we might hit the bottom as some of the
swells must have been ten to 15 feet in depth, but the surge had increased the depth.
We bottomed out only twice, with a thud.

I heeded Derek’s advice and throughout the night remained on the foredeck. I lay
there in the dark, the wind shrieking in my boat’s rigging. I noticed it went up an octave
as the wind increased, then back down. The air was full of rain and spray blown off
the tops of breaking waves. A gust of wind hit the boat, she reared back like a horse,
stretching out the nylon lines. With my flashlight, I watched one of the two rodes on
the Yachtsman stretch out, then the second line take up the load as it stretched. The
snubbing line on the anchor chain stretched out, then the chain became taut as the
boat was pushed back. All it would take was one weak link to break, a shackle to part,
an anchor to break free from the sand and it would be all over.

When a gust retreated, I watched in amazement as Afaran was snapped forward. The
tension on the nylon lines relaxed, the boat returned to its original location, the anchor
lines hanging vertically off the bow. The stretch of the nylon rodes acted like a rubber
band. How much of this could my ground tackle take before something burst?

Every so often the night was ablaze with light. On HOTTYD, Derek had fired up his
big searchlight and he swept the harbor to see what was happening. I raised my face
over the gunnel and followed the light. With each sweep fewer and fewer yachts
remained at anchor, more and more of them were piled up on the beach.

All night Derek and I kept vigil, and a good thing. The rodes and snubber line that
ran over the bronze rollers on Afaran’s bowsprit had been working and a nut at one

Afaran my Lord Nelson 41 cutter at anchor in more tranqull times. Durmg ten years
of ownership, I rode out three hurricanes aboard this boat, then lost her in Hurricane
Marilyn in 1995.

end of the roller shaft had fallen off. Every 15 minutes, I'd crawl forward, hang out
over the bowsprit and bang the shaft back into place with a hammer. If I'd not been
there, the shaft would have worked its way out, the rollers would have jammed, and
the lines would have chafed through.

Every hour or so I crawled on all fours back to the cockpit to check the wind speed
and barometer. Steady at 100 knots. As I tapped the barometer glass, the needle
would jump down — the hurricane was still advancing on us.

Around 2:00 in the morning as I was standing at the galley drinking a glass of
water, a blinding flash of light and a simultaneous loud CRASH startled me. The
transformer on the pole by the beach had blown? No, lightning had struck my mast-
head, blowing out the VHF antenna and the wind-speed indicator, now locked at 90
knots. But I didn’t discover that until the next morning.

Back on deck, it was 4:00am and things were at their worst. Derek’s spotlight
revealed that most of the boats that had been anchored in the harbor were missing.
The 90-foot Bermuda yacht was ashore, having taken two others with it. I tucked my
head back down as the wind shrieked overhead, tearing at my foul weather jacket.

—Continued on next page
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The noise was deafening, like standing
on a NYC subway platform as the express
comes through.

My mind was flitting between “what else
I can do?” and memories of warm nights
in the south of France with a lovely dark-
haired French lady seated across from
me. “Why the hell am I here?” I asked
myself. Haven’t you found out yet?

I was halfway between awake and
asleep, at the time of night when the
dreams flood. To keep awake, I tried to
calculate the forces that were attacking
my boat. When I was in engineering
school I knew formulas to calculate drag
and wind pressure. I'd need paper and
pencil to figure that out now. I sent my
mind down the anchor chain to inspect
the links and shackle, then down the rode
to the Fisherman. “Looks good,” I report-
ed back. I'm hallucinating.

All lines lead back to the samson post aft
of the windlass. I use a figure 8 purchase
on the post so I can release and haul in or
let out lines as needed. There is no tension
on the windlass cleat. Two rodes to the
Fisherman storm anchor go over the port
roller, the chain and two snubbing lines
over the starboard roller. A third safety line
goes to a 45-pound Danforth off to port.

I asked myself, “Are you scared?” No. Worried, yes, but since we’d come this far, I
knew the storm will not kill me. It might damage my boat, but I would survive.

It was about then that the hurricane and I came to terms. I could be with the
experience, not frozen in panic by it. It was like skiing slightly out of control down a
double black diamond trail: “The thrill is just this side of disaster.”

Then I noticed it was getting lighter. Was the end in sight?

We’ll find out the the next issue.

LYMAN'S LESSONS LEARNED

Six years after Hurricane Hugo, Hurricane Luis came through the Caribbean, in
1995 as a Category 1. I flew down to the islands beforehand and moved my boat from
Great Cruz Bay to Mahoe Bay and anchored as I had done before. We came through
with no damage. People tell me I was foolish to remain onboard, and today I might
agree with them.

A week after putting Afaran back on her mooring in Great Cruz, Hurricane Marilyn
came through as a Category 4. I'd elected to remain home in Maine for that one:
Marilyn was forecast to be less threatening than Luis.

It was worse. Afaran and a dozen other boats in Great Cruz were all total losses.
Nothing of my boat larger than a refrigerator door was found. Had I gone down, and
had I remained aboard on my mooring in Great Cruz, I too would have been a total
loss. But I would not have remained in Great Cruz, surrounded by two dozen other
boats on uninspected moorings. I'd have gone around to Mahoe Bay.

I wrote an article on Hurricane Survival for Caribbean Compass in 2013 (see page 27
at www.caribbeancompass.com/online/junel3compass_online.pdf). Don Street provid-
ed some sage advice, with valuable links, in last month’s Compass. I can add very little,
except perhaps a few observations. If you are reading the Compass, you are most likely
already savvy. But here are ten things I've learned about surviving Hurricane Season.

1) It’s good to get out of town. I like to sail north to Maine. It only takes two
weeks. Maine’s cold water saps the energy from storms; hurricanes are downgraded
to a Tropical Storm or a Northeaster by the time they skirt the coast. Most of the
harbors face south (thanks to the Ice Age), protected in the lee of cliffs and peninsu-
las. It's also a nice place to spend the summer.

2) If my boat had to remain in the hurricane zone — from the Leeward Islands
to the US East Coast — I'd make summer my annual haul out.

3) Otherwise in the Caribbean, I'd head to Grenada or Trinidad. Chris Parker also
mentioned South America and Panama in his article last month. Like Don Street, I
don’t think there are any available “hurricane holes” in the Leeward or Windward
Islands — not anymore. Even Hurricane Hole on St. John has been placed off limits
by the US Park Department — they own the mangroves.

4) Found a place to anchor? Every yacht should have sufficient and proper ground

tackle onboard. We can argue about which anchor is best, but technique is more
important than the design. I prefer a heavy Yachtsman or Fisherman for my storm
anchor. Have lengths of chain, twisted nylon rode (my preference), chafe gear, shackles,
thimbles, and seizing wire. I'd buoy my anchors to see where they are. Dive on each to
ensure it’s dug in and the bottom is clear of things that might harm the rode.

5) A word about nylon. Keep your storm rodes below, out of the sun, until needed.
UV damages nylon. Use the best line you can afford, as it will have more internal
lubricant to lessen friction while stretching.

6) A word about nylon chafe. There are two kinds: external, resulting from a line
rubbing on a chock as it stretches, and internal, where the line fibers rub against
each other. Chafe gear protects the line from rubbing on something, so we often use
tubing or re-enforced hose.
Trouble is, these prevent rain
from cooling the internal
fibers of the nylon. Instead,
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use leather, fabric, even an
old T-shirt. During repeated
stretching the internal line
fibers rub against each other
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causing friction which heats - CREEK [+
up the fibers — they melt and
the line parts. The lines need :
to be under water or open to
rain to remain cool.

7) Nylon chafe solutions:
Use chain or wire running
from the deck cleats through
the chocks and over the side,
where these can be shackled
to the anchor lines. No need
now for chafe gear, as the
nylon lines are open to rain
and repeated dunkings.

8) Have a plan. Write up a
plan, on paper, about every-
thing you plan to do months
before a storm arrives. File a
copy with your insurance
agent. Keep a copy onboard,
and follow it. Don’t expect the
insurance company to send

you a plan; they want you to a— ":;
do it. It’s better to think about 501' ]
a plan long before it’s needed. PNEEAMNNAHILL

Things to include: Strip the ;

sails, awnings and dodger, Wz RE B \
and clear the decks. Tape the ?9! i

hatches so wind-driven rain St 1

can't get in. Replace the run- ‘5{::3 i

ning rigging with messengers. T

9) Be aware. Keep your eye - OA Route
on NOAA and your ear to WX, \ = -
from June through October. Afaran was secured in Coral Harbor,

Load a storm alert app to St. John, USVI.
your phone.

10) Remain on board? BoatUS, the maritime insurance people, encourages own-
ers to draw up a storm plan, carry it out, and then go ashore and let the insurance
company deal with the results.

Would I remain aboard knowing what I've experienced? Depends on the storm, the
anchorage, the boat, and the insurance policy. In Maine, I might remain aboard, the
dinghy tied astern, ready to deploy. If another boat came adrift I'd be able to render
assistance (I have).

I wrote to Derek, the mechanic on HOTTYD, and included a version of this story.
He wrote back saying that he now hauls out each summer. Hurricane Marilyn, he
told me, was much worse than Luis, even Hugo.

With the severity of the hurricanes in these warmer times, if I were anywhere other
than Maine, I'd do my best to secure my boat and I would go ashore.

Suggested Reading

A great read is the 1936 novel by Nordhoff and Hall, the same writing team that
wrote the Bounty Trilogy. Their book The Hurricane is about a South Pacific island
and its people who experience a typhoon (hurricane).

The novel was turned into a 1937 Hollywood movie starring Dorothy Lamour, Jon
Hail and Mary Astor. It’s available on Amazon and it’s worth watching. The storm
effects, with no CGI, are realistic.
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See why the Caribbean
is worth defending.

Join The Nature Conservancy and help us Defend Paradise.

The Nature Conservancy works throughout the region to protect seas, coastlines, and coral

reefs on which we all depend. We need your help to protect our waters and our way of life.

To find out how you can make a lasting impact on conservation in the Caribbean and to
join our campaign to Defend Paradise, visit nature.org/defendparadise.
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BOOK REVIEW BY JOHN EVERTON

A Forty-Year Affair

For the Love of Sauntress - a Forty-Year Affair, by Martin O'Scannall. ©2014,
Lodestar Books, paperback, ASIN BO14LM9CCE

The other day a boat sailed into Tyrell Bay, Carriacou, that attracted a lot of atten-
tion: a beautiful 28-foot gaff cutter with a yardarm on the mainmast. Her name is
Sauntress and she was launched in 1913 in Wales, UK.

She is arguably the best preserved boat of her vintage in existence. Today, all her
pitch pine planking is original and the owner for the past 40-odd years, Martin
O’Scannall, has replaced only six frames. She is copper-riveted with a lead keel.

For the Love of

SAUNTRESS

— A Forty-Year Affair

Martin O’Scannall

Martin removed a perfectly good Japanese diesel from the boat several years ago,
feeling that having an engine would interfere with the pleasure, challenge and sea-
manship of the highest level that a pure sailing vessel requires. An engine would also
increase expenses, add another aspect of maintenance, take up space and impede
the sailing qualities of such a small vessel.

I have already enjoyed a few yarns over a few drams with the man, who is a pure
sailor for the love of it. He is truly living the dream to the ultimate. Of course, the
first question I asked him was if his boat was for sale, but I knew the answer already.
Except for failing health why would anyone sell the perfect boat after 40 years of
sailing her and making her more perfect?

Martin reminds me a bit of a leprechaun. He has a trusty mate from the Galician
coast of Spain, Luis, who has been with him for 15 years and does beautiful and
intricate wood carvings. Together they remind me of a sailing version of the Lone
Ranger and Tonto or Don Quixote and Sancho Panza. If you might expect a man of
his accomplishments to be arrogant you would be dead wrong. He’s one of the friend-
liest, most respectful and humble people I have ever met and knows that the people
he meets along the way are the most important equation in his life as a sailor.

Martin has written two books — For the Love of Sauntress - a Forty-Year Affair, and
A Conversation with the Past - Sailing with the Admiral — both published by Lodestar
Books, with photographs by Oscar Companioni. Martin writes in the preface of For
the Love of Sauntress: “I worked, as we must all work, but that never counted much
in the scheme of things. I took, as all sensible folk take, early retirement to devote
every spare moment to that most important of things, messing about in boats.”

The first book, For the Love of Sauntress (2014) is more down to earth than his
second offering, A Conversation with the Past (2019), which I found more fanciful
with a lyrical bent. One chapter in the first book illustrates pleasures available only
to those who sail without engines. Being becalmed for an extended period of time is
the best experience to teach the virtue of patience, and then the feeling of the first puff
of wind after that calm when sails start to fill and soon the boat is heeling well, sailing
full and bye. Some-one motoring impatiently through the same calm would still have
the engine running long after those first puffs came, and would probably continue to
run until the operator was sure the wind was there to stay.

Sauntress was built as a yacht, designed by Wright and built by Harris in Cardiff,
Wales, in 1913. Martin’s cruising grounds include the southwest coast of Ireland;
the south and east coasts of England; Scotland, Shetland, Norway and Brittany; the
Galician coast of Spain, the Mediterranean, the Cabo Verdes, Tobago and Carriacou.
Martin affectionately mentions several crew — Caroline, Judy, Chris, Crispin,
Georgie, Tojo and Luis, all good crew and all compatible with Martin. Sauntress’s
cruising adventures with Martin include a 12-year haulout during which Martin
accomplished much fine work, including building a new interior, cabin trunk, cock-
pit and deck.

In the book, Martin quotes several favourite authors, who are also some of my
favourites, including Claude Worth, Erskine Childers, Joseph Conrad, all the British
Admiralty Pilots, Patrick O’'Brien and RD Graham.

During the Covid-19 pandemic lockdown in Tyrell Bay Sauntress is anchored
behind my Second Star and I can admire her while enjoying my morning coffee from
the cockpit. She looks so sweet; the one feature which stands out is the yardarm,
nicely squared.

If you, like me, prefer your cold weather sailing to be of the armchair variety,
you can order Martin’s books through Amazon.com or lodestarbooks.com

Dick Wynne of Lodestar Books writes: “We have heard from our author Martin
O’Scannall that he and a friend crossed the Atlantic in the lovely Sauntress intending
to take part in the Antigua Classics. Sadly that event is now off, and boat, Martin and
crew are holed up / locked down at the island of Carriacou. Admittedly there are
worse places, but we have no idea right now when Sauntress, and they, will be back
home in Spain. We wish them peace and safety where they are, and fair winds when
the time comes to return home.”

DIAMOND
ROCK
AWAKENING

Temporary waterfalls plunge the face of granite outcrops,
Splitting descent in the wake of thunderclaps bending open doors of torrents
from celestial chambers

Rainbows sparkle in their purple spectrum
Light bundles unravel through near-heaven and the prism of hearts

and also

Gulls skim, white tops froth, split, spin and swim
Misted streams sprinkle the island’s face —
A crystal chloride embrace

And Diamond Rock in its volcanic incarnation
Myriad vibrations, blue whales breaking the cobalt calm in unison
In places off the Pacific — Baja California, Bering Straits, Peninsula Kamchatka

A sudden eruption

Displacement of an enormity unknown

Dawn of a sea mountain when it thunders and waterfalls roar
in resounding perpendicularity

Before the lava gels,
The hissing sheds, the cetaceans resound;

The ears of the universe readjust in and around and above the ground
of Diamond Rock.

— J. Izzaak
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“I always love surprise Birthday parties.”



OUR ISLAND BIRDS BY BELA BROWN

This crow-like beauty is affectionately known on the
island of Bequia as “"Bequia-sweet.” According to an
1880 account in the book Camps in the Caribbees: The
Adventures of a Naturalist in the Lesser Antilles, by
Frederick Ober, the name can be traced back to Carib
captivity on the island of Baliceaux, in the Grenadines,
where 5,000 Black Caribs were imprisoned by the
British army in 1795, following the defeat of the Carib
rebellion on St. Vincent, led by chief Joseph Chatoyer
(Satuye). Baliceaux was dry and hot, with no trees to
build homes or canoes, or to provide shade. The
imprisoned Caribs longed for their island-home of St.
Vincent, standing tall in the misty distance, or for
sweet-looking Bequia so much closer and inviting just
a few miles away, yet impossible to reach — a paradise
with gentle green hills, shady trees and cool breezes.
And so the Caribs wept, as all about them the black-
birds sang “Bequia-sweet-sweet-Bequia-sweet.”

These Bequia-sweets of Baliceaux are members of
the species Quiscalus lugubris, better known by their
English common name, Carib Grackles. The word
grackle derives from the Latin
graculus, meaning “Jackdaw,” a
feisty European blackbird of the
crow family. But Carib Grackles
are not at all related to crows; they
are members of the Icteridae fam-
ily, a broad group of New World
songbirds that includes New World
blackbirds, New World orioles,
bobolinks and cowbirds.

There are eight subspecies of
Carib Grackle separated in two
groups — one with light-brown
females and the other with dark-
brown females - distributed
throughout northern South
America, Trinidad and Tobago, the
ABC islands and the Lesser
Antilles. The bird is sometimes
called the Lesser Antillean Grackle,
but is more popularly known in
the Lesser Antilles as “blackbird”
or merle in French, owing to the
male’s iridescent black-violet
plumage, washed with a hint of
green-copper on the wings.

Carib Grackles spend a great
deal of their time bellowing out
their loud song, including harsh
squeaks, rattles, rhythmic chcks
and clear whistles. Although
their song does not vary within
islands, it does between islands.
Their song is more trilled and
complex in Trinidad and Tobago,
while simpler in the Lesser
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Antilles. Interestingly, the levels of song variations
are tied to the females’ coloration: islands whose
subspecies have light-coloured females present
higher song variation compared to those that have
darker females.

It is also interesting that Carib Grackles are com-
monly found in some islands, but almost absent
from others. For example, they are found from
Trinidad and Tobago all the way up the island chain
to Bequia, but difficult to find on St. Vincent, only
ten miles to the north of Bequia. They are also very
localized in Dominica and Montserrat. The reason
why is still a mystery.

Carib Grackles are lowland birds that can be found
in open pastures, scrub land, plantations and beach-
es. They are very common in urban settings, particu-
larly around car parks, city parks and gardens. They

i)

The Carib Grackle:

Bequia-
Sweet-Sweet!

Above: The males sport iridescent blaclk-violet plumage,

washed with a hint of green-copper on the wings.

Left: This female was spotted collecting nest material on
the beach at Salt Whistle Bay, Mayreau.

are able to live in very close proximity to humans. I
have observed them in the Tobago Cays swooping over
to anchored boats and perching above the cockpits
while begging for scraps. In Salt Whistle Bay, Mayreau,
the males serenade the tourists from dawn till dusk,
while females gather material for the nests that sway
on the windswept coconut palms.

They are omnivorous, opportunistic and extremely
resourceful birds, foraging in social groups of up to a
dozen individuals that non-aggressively compete for
food such as insects, spiders, Anolis lizards, frogs,
eggs, small chicks, small fish, fruits and seeds. They
are bold - taking handouts from people, patrolling
restaurants for table scraps, rummaging through the
waste bins for leftovers, seeking dead insects on the
windscreen of a car, or even foraging at night in park-
ing lots under artificial light. They are usually the
first, or one of the first, avian species to find a new
food source.

They engage in a feeding behavior called food-dunk-
ing, whereby they carry their food to the nearest water
source and drop it in the water, sometimes several
times, before eating it. Unfortunately, this behaviour,
whose purpose is to moisten the food and aid diges-
tion, attracts other grackles all bent on stealing the
morsel while it floats so temptingly. Some birds have
found a way to prevent the theft, simply by holding the
food in their beaks while dunking it. Others will not
dunk their food in the presence of other grackles.

Carib Grackles are known to use complex beak
movements when handling or extracting food. They are
great social learners, picking up new foraging tech-
niques by simply observing other birds, particularly
species that they associate with, such as Shiny
Cowbirds, Ground Doves and Zenaida Doves. One

study has found that juvenile Carib Grackles will read-
ily imitate the feeding behaviour of Zenaida Doves.
They are brainy birds — according to a study pub-
lished in 2016, in the open-access journal PLOS
ONE, by Jean-Nicolas Audet and colleagues from
McGill University, Canada, the Carib Grackle passed
the string-pulling test, albeit in quite small num-
bers. String-pulling is considered one of the most
complex cognition tasks for animals, because there
is no immediate reward for each action taken;
instead the subject must pull the string several
times and hold the slack between pulls, until it
reaches the reward (food). Corvids, parrots, kanga-
roos, dogs, rats, lemurs and gorillas all have passed
this test, but as you can imagine this is especially
hard for birds, because they have no hands.
Nevertheless, two out of 38 Carib Grackles clutched
the string with their bills and held the slack with a
foot, while the beak went back for another pull.
Although the number may seem low, the study says
that two individuals completing the test is quite sig-

nificant, as it demonstrates that the species has the
capacity to solve the problem.

Carib Grackles breed throughout the year as long as
conditions are favorable. They are social breeders that
nest in trees, in colonies of a few to dozens of birds per
tree. Pairs are either monogamous, or polygynous —
the latter is where a male will mate with more than one
female, while the female mates with only one male. The
males initiate the breeding season by raising their long
tails, ruffling feathers and vibrating their extended
wings while singing. Yellow-eyed couples cement their
bond flying and singing together. Thereafter, paired
males spend most of their time guarding their mates,
following them everywhere to ensure that they do not
copulate with other males. The females build their
nests alone and lay two to four eggs, which they incu-
bate for 12 days and raise alone. The males abandon
their mates during the incubation period, although a
small percentage of males remain to help raise the
chicks and help with nest repairs.

The hatchlings, who are born with eyes closed and
pink skin shaded by sparse brownish down, fledge
fairly young, at approximately two weeks of age, but
enjoy a long post-fledgling parental care period. The
adults build strong bonds with their brown-eyed fledg-
lings and are known to become aggressive towards
passersby that get too close to their chicks. Sometimes
the entire colony bands together and swoops down
with beaks and talons ready to strike at anything per-
ceived as a threat, including dogs, cats and humans.
They will attack repeatedly, each successive swoop
getting closer to the head, until eventually the intruder
walks away. When nesting in private gardens, these
Grackles have been known to literally prevent the
owners from using their gardens, forcing them to run
back into their houses. Any attempt to remove the nest
is met with more violence.

So be careful as you step ashore; the Carib Grackle
is never far away. Listen to its song trilling across the
water; watch as it struts, black and bold, head held
high, or as it darts between the palm trees like a fleet-
ing shadow on molten wings, filling the air with its
jubilant call — “Bequia-sweet-sweet!”



THE CARIBBEAN SKY: FREE SHOW NIGHTLY!

The Sky from
Mid-June
to Mid-July

by Jim Ulik

Is a pandemic the preferred method of reducing pollution? Of course not. But it
didn’t take long for the lockdowns designed to control Covid-19 to clear the air of
many of the pollutants released by power plants, industry, vehicles and air travel
The European Space agency (ESA), South Korea and NASA have S
satellites that continually monitor worldwide air quality issues that §
negatively affect human health. The satellite data has recorded a
significant reduction in pollutants coinciding with lockdown mea-
sures imposed by governments across the world.

This reduction in pollution, however temporary, has cleared the
skies for stargazers, astronomers and those who enjoy the sight of a
distant landscape without the haze from pollution. More stars can be
seen in dark sky locations. Maybe a star or two can even be seen in
urban environments.

Asteroid Day (June 30th) was established to inform the public
about asteroid risks. In addition, the organizers want to “inspire
people and young minds to look up into the sky and to be excited
about our Solar System.” The improved atmospheric clarity during
this period will aid astronomers in the discovery of asteroids that
may threaten Earth. A perturbation from another asteroid or the
gravitational pull from another celestial object may send an asteroid
towards Earth.

Tuesday, June 16th

The June Lyrids meteor shower takes place within the boundaries
of the constellation of Lyra. Look for Vega, the bright star in the
northeast sky. The shooting stars will radiate out from an area near
Vega at 33 km/s (approximately 74,000 mph). This shower is active
June 11th through 21st, reaching its peak tonight.

Friday, June 19th

Over the last few days Venus has transitioned into a morning
apparition. This morning, low in the eastern sky, there is a close
approach between the fine crescent Moon and Venus in the constel-
lation Taurus. Above this celestial pairing is the Seven Sisters or
Pleiades. The bright star above the eastern horizon is Aldebaran.

Other planets up this morning are Mars, Saturn and Jupiter. Mars
is all alone high overhead. Saturn and Jupiter are together in the
western sky.

Saturday, June 20th

Call it the summer solstice or June solstice, today is the first day
of astronomical summer in the Northern Hemisphere. The position of
Earth in its orbit combined with its tilt places the Sun in its north-
ernmost point in the sky. The Sun is now over 23.5 degrees north

NASA/JPL-CALTECH/UC

latitude or the Tropic of Cancer for a few days before it starts its procession south.

If you see a shooting star tonight it could be from the Ophiuchids. This meteor
shower will peak tonight with a number of meteors radiating out the eastern sky.
This shower is active May 19th through July 2nd.

Sunday, June 21st

Be aware that some posts on the internet regarding today’s solar eclipse may neglect
to mention that the eclipse is not visible in the Caribbean. It will only be visible in
south/east Europe, Asia, north Australia, Africa, the Pacific and Indian Oceans.

What you will be able to see in the night sky are faint objects such as galaxies and
star clusters, because it is the New Moon. Be aware that the dark sky will offer bet-
ter viewing for the five active meteor showers.

Saturday, June 27th

The June Booétid meteor shower will be active from June 22nd through July 2nd.
As this is a variable shower it has been known to produce a peak rate of 100 meteors
per hour. On the other hand it may only produce a few. The shooting stars will fire
out of the northern sky from an area near the Boottes constellation.

Other meteors arcing across the night sky could be from the June Scutids. Peaking
tonight, this shower emanating out of the constellation Scutum, the shield, runs
from June 2nd through July 29th. The Moon may prevent spotting a few meteors
until it sets around midnight. The Moon reaches first quarter on June 29th.

—Continued on next page
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Tuesday, June 30th

Asteroid Day is a global awareness campaign during which people
from around the world come together to learn about asteroids, the
impact hazard they may pose, and what can be done to protect our
planet, families, communities, and future generations from future
asteroid impacts. Asteroid Day was co-founded in 2014 by Dr. Brian
May, astrophysicist and lead guitarist of the rock band Queen,
together with Danica Remy, President of B612 Foundation; Rusty Venus
Schweickart, Apollo 9 astronaut; and filmmaker Grig Richters. Live S
and online events are held each year on the anniversary of the larg- Aldebaran
est impact in recent history, the 1908 Tunguska event in Siberia.

Saturday and Sunday, July 4th and 5th

A penumbral lunar eclipse begins on July 4th around 2300 hours.
It will end around 0200 hours on July 5th. A penumbral lunar eclipse
occurs when the Moon passes through the Earth’s partial shadow, or
penumbra. During this type of eclipse the Moon will darken slightly
but not completely. The eclipse will be visible throughout most of
North America, South America, the eastern Pacific Ocean, the west-
ern Atlantic Ocean, and extreme western Africa.

At the more reasonable 2000 hours a celestial trio will appear
over the eastern horizon. This is a close approach between Jupiter,
Saturn and the Moon.

Tuesday, July 7th

The winter constellation Orion departed the night sky at the end
of May. This morning it begins to make its reappearance in the east
for a few minutes prior to sunrise. Currently Venus appears close
to Aldebaran. Over the next few days Venus will gradually move in
closer to Orion. Even though Venus is only illuminated 23 percent
it is at its greatest level of brightness in the morning sky.

Saturday, July 11th

The Moon makes a close approach to Mars just before they rise
above the eastern horizon. Throughout the night into twilight they ) o ) )
gradually move away from each other. Both will be visible to the  Below: A chain of 16 SpaceX Starlink internet satellites taken from the ISS. Small specks of light here,
naked eye or through a pair of binoculars. but multiply this by 2,625 for the future launch total of 42,000 satellites.

In the morning twilight Venus rises near Aldebaran. Performing a
flyby of Venus is the Parker Solar Probe. This is the third of seven
flybys that slow the spacecraft down to more precisely set its trajec-
tory toward the Sun.

Tuesday, July 14th

The gas giant Jupiter will be at its closest approach to Earth and
its face will be fully illuminated by the Sun. It will be brighter than
any other time of the year and will be visible all night long. This is
the best time to view and photograph Jupiter and its moons. A
medium-sized telescope should be able to show you some of the
details in Jupiter’s cloud bands. A good pair of binoculars should
allow you to see Jupiter’s four largest moons, appearing as bright
dots on either side of the planet.

In the News

In addition to atmospheric and light pollution, the light reflected
off the large volume of SpaceX’s Starlink satellites has concerned
stargazers and astronomers. There will be 42,000 satellites launched
by SpaceX to deliver high speed broadband internet to locations
where access has been unreliable. Currently 362 satellites have
been put into orbit. With that in mind, consider that there are only
172 stars in the whole sky that exceed the expected brightness of
the Starlink satellites. All satellites beginning this June have been
redesigned with Sun-blocking visors and new software that will alter
the satellites’ orientation to reduce reflected sunlight.

7 Sisters

Above: Conjunction between Venus and Aldebaran on July 11th. Orion is now viewable in the predawn sky.

*All times are given as Atlantic Standard Time (AST) unless oth-
erwise noted. The times are based on a viewing position in
Grenada and may vary by only a few minutes in different
Caribbean locations.

Jim Ulik sails aboard S/V Merengue.
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St. Vincent & the Grenadines, P.O.Box 383 www. centenarioconSUIting' com
Tel: (784) 457 1881 . Fax: (784) 456 2654 = -
Email: info@gonsalvesliquors.com Best recommended agent in Panama by cruisers!
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THOSE SPLENDID SPONGES

Part 2: Tube, Barrel and Encrusting Sponges

by Darelle Shnyman

This month we continue our foray
into the world of sponges, starting
with the tube sponges, of which you
will recognize the yellow tube sponge
(Aplysina fistularis) immediately. They
are prolific on the shallow reefs all
over the Caribbean and their bright
yellow tubes have greatly contributed
to the beauty of one of my favorite
snorkeling spots in the FEastern
Caribbean, Devil's Table at Bequia.

Tube Sponges

Their common name is an accurate
description of the species. A single
sponge is actually made up of several
tubes connected at the base. These
hollow tubes provide a refuge for a
variety of sea creatures, so look for
crabs, shrimps or small reef fish like
gobies nestled inside.

Yellow tube sponges are fibrous in
nature, lacking the unpalatable spic-
ule structure typical of most sponges.
As a result, they do fall prey to some
species of reef fish, but their main
predator is the hawksbill turtle.
Luckily sponges have incredible regen-
eration capabilities and even a small
piece broken off by a predator can
reattach itself to the substrate and
grow into a clone of the adult. Not only
can they regrow, but yellow tube
sponges have the amazing ability to
rearrange their cells to create an
upright tube in situations where the
tube was knocked over. Many sponge
species form symbiotic relationships
with algae; yellow tube sponges in
contrast produce chemicals to deter
the settlement of creatures such as
algae and barnacles on their tubes.

In the past these sponges were har-
vested for use as bath sponges; luck-
ily our use of synthetic sponges has eliminated
the market for their collection. Our historical
use of sea sponges dates back to antiquity,
when the ancient Greeks and Romans utilized
the humble sea sponge for bathing and clean- Right: The giant barrel sponge
ing. Roman soldiers even used sponges to cush- is an important member of the
ion their armour. The ancient Greeks, especial- reef community. Its size allows
ly, placed great value on sponges, and sponge it to filter large amounts of
diving became an important industry during water daily.
ancient times. The history of the sponge diving iaht: Bri
industry on 'the sma}ll Greek'island of Kalymr}os Eggﬁ;;sngg&fbrﬁzttg et;llzul));gﬁ_e
makes for interesting readlqg. Spqnge diving ty of snorkeling spots in the
was even an Olympic event in ancient Greece Eqstern Caribbean.
and their best athletes used sponges to apply
olive oil and perfumes on their bodies before competing.

The branching tube sponge (Aiolochroia crassa) is another commonly found
tube sponge. This can be the poster child for how variable a single sponge species
can be in terms of color and growth form. I have encountered this species in the
most beautiful hues of pink, green, purple and blue. These colorful sponges gen-
erally grow in dense clusters and have short, thick-walled tubes with a granu-
lated appearance on the outside.

Barrel Sponges

When it comes to coloration, barrel sponges, in contrast to their colorful kin,
seem to have been cruelly left out. They exist in various shades of brown, with
some species having a touch of yellow to brighten them up. They do, however,
include the largest sponge you will encounter on the reef, the giant barrel sponge (Xestospongia muta). These
sponges are often referred to as “the redwoods of the reef” due to their great size and longevity. These massive
red to brown sponges can reach sizes of at least six feet (1.8 metres) across and some are estimated to be 2,000
years old.

The giant barrel sponge is an important member of the reef community. Its size allows it to filter large amounts of
water daily, thereby contributing greatly to the clarity of the water and the cycling of nutrients within the reef eco-
system. These rugged-looking sponges are feasted upon by parrotfishes, and many sea creatures call them home.

These impressive sponges are more fragile than they look, and decades of growth can be undone in a matter of
seconds by a dragging fishing line or a dropping anchor. The rim is where most of the new growth takes place
and harm can be done by over-enthusiastic divers and snorkelers kicking it or bumping into it unintentionally.

Other prominent barrel sponges you are likely to encounter is the brown bowl sponge (Cribrochalina vasculum)
and the netted barrel sponge (Verongula gigantea).

Encrusting Sponges

Encrusting sponges include some of the most colorful sponge species you are likely to see in your underwater
explorations. They occur in a variety of sizes and growth forms and can be found on virtually every rocky surface
of the reef, where many grow in a carpetlike layer.

Unlike their free-standing cousins they make complicated webs to filter nutrients out of the water. This web-like
growth form is clearly visible in the orange lumpy encrusting sponge (Scopalina ruetzleri), a soft and delicate
sponge easily recognizable by its color and spiky texture.

The red boring sponge (Cliona delitrix) is a more aggressive species and bores into large stony corals by secret-
ing minute amounts of acid, excavating deeper into the coral body as it grows. On the outside it is visible as a
red to orange crust with a distinct wart-like appearance and large excurrent openings that bear paler edges.

It kills the part of the coral close to its growing edge and on the inside of the coral it creates a maze of holes
filled with spongy material that eventually kills the coral head.
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Above: While snorkeling, you
are likely to encounter the
brown bowl sponge.

—Continued on next page



—Continued from previous page

Not all encrusting sponges are
carpetlike in appearance, as the
name of the lumpy overgrowing
sponge (Desmapsamma anchorata)
indicates. This small sponge uses
other organisms and structures as
a support and tends to overgrow
them. I encountered many of these
pinkish-colored sponges in Belize,
where they were prolific on the
skeletons of gorgonians.

Another interesting encrusting
sponge I recently found in Belize is
the beautiful orange icing sponge
(Mycale laevis). It apparently is one
of the ten most common sponge spe-
cies in the Caribbean, which does
not say much for my observation
abilities as I only recently noticed it.
In contrast to its common name, it
can be yellow in color and its large
white or transparent excurrent open-
ing is one of its most distinctive fea-
tures. It tends to grow among the
branches and undersides of plate
coral where it obtains protection
from fishes whose diet shows a pref-
erence for sponges.

The sponge species mentioned in
this article and the article in last
month’s issue only represent a frac-
tion of the sponge species out there.
I do hope that the articles gave you
a better appreciation for these fairly
simple but amazing creatures.
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The orange icing sponge’s large white or transparent excurrent opening is a distinctive feature.
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Cliona delitrix bores into large stony corals by secreting minute amounts of acid. The branching tube sponge can be the poster child for how variable a single
sponge species can be in terms of color and growth form.



Stock Up

on the widest selection and the
best prices in Grenada at our two
conveniently located supermarkets.
Whether it's canned goods, dairy
products, meat, fresh vegetables

or fruits, toiletries, household goods,

or a fine selection of liquor and wine,

The Food Fair has it all and a lot more.

Hubbard’s

JONAS BROWNE & HUBBARD (G’da.) Ltd.

Food
Fair

The Carenage:
Monday - Thursday
8 am to 5:30 pm
Friday until 8:45 pm
Saturday until

1:00 pm

Tel: (473) 440-2588
Grand Anse:
Monday - Thursday
9 am to 5:30 pm
Friday & Saturday
until 7:00 pm

Tel: (473) 444-4573

HEY, READERS!

If you’d like to receive notification by e-mail
when each month’s new Compass is available
free online, just drop a note to
sally@caribbeancompass.com and we’ll put you
on the list — it’s as easy as that!
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Read in

Next Month’s
Compass:

Readers’ Picks for Agents of Change
on the Caribbean Sailing Scene

When Venezuela was the Summer Place

Silver Jubilee Galley-Friendly Recipes

...and much, much more!
Don’t Miss It!

THE CARIBBEAN'S ANSWER TO BILL BRYSON
Dear Compass,

Caribbean Compass’s April issue features two par-
ticularly wonderful articles. Chris Doyle brings us up
to speed on Cumberland Bay with an aerial photo of
the bay and St. Vincent’s dramatic mountains
engulfing it. The magic of St. Vincent and its people
are close to my heart. Thanks, Chris, for another
wonderful article!

John Everton’s article on Carriacou’s Shakespeare
Mas accurately expresses a part of the Grenadines we
treasure. I'm glad to see so many of John’s articles
appear in Compass these days!

Thanks also for resurrecting a 1998 article by Jim
“Hutch” Hutchinson. The Caribbean’s answer to Bill
Bryson writes on one of his onshore forays: “I'm
thinking such things on my way to my hangout, a
quiet place between the fancy places, this side of
other good choices.”

Download the April issue at
www.caribbeancompass.com/
online/april20compass_online.pdf and check it out!
Ellen Birrell
S/V Boldly Go

THANKS FROM CUBA FOR COLLABORATION
Dear Compass,

I am pleased to greet you on behalf of the Hemingway
International Yacht Club of Cuba and on my own, as
well as to express my sincere wishes that all the staff
of the Caribbean Compass is in excellent health.

Browsing the April issue of Caribbean Compass, 1
found the article “Navigating the Covid Sea” [see page
10 at www.caribbeancompass.com/online/april20com-
pass_online.pdf], which I read carefully. This piece will
be very useful for the publication of a new bulletin
prepared by our yacht club, since the bulletin is aimed
at raising the nautical awareness of Cuban managers
and officials in the maritime and port sectors. With
this new bulletin, I want to report how the Covid-19
pandemic has affected recreational boating in the
Caribbean and what future projections might be. In
this regard, I thank you for all the collaboration you
can give me to make this upcoming issue of our news-
letter more useful.

On the other hand, I would be grateful if you could
inform all Caribbean Compass readers that Cuban
ports and marinas are closed to recreational naviga-
tion until further notice.

I take this opportunity to reiterate my most affection-
ate greetings and to express to you that I am very
honored by the friendly relationships that unite us
with the staff of Caribbean Compass.

Best regards,
Commodore José Miguel Diaz Escrich
Hemingway International Yacht Club of Cuba

A TYRELL BAY THANK YOU
Dear Compass,

Here in Tyrell Bay, Carriacou, during the lockdown,
cruisers (or used-to-be cruisers) are very fortunate to
have Diane and her partner Richard from Lumba Dive
as our helpers ashore. They have given us a great deal
of support in the form of information on the Cruisers’
Net and arranging with the pertinent authorities to
meet our dinghies at the dock. There, they took our
bags, shopping lists, and dollars to do all our shopping
in an efficient and punctual manner, with the help of
other volunteers. This included going to Hillsborough
to pick up necessary medications at the pharmacy.
Our bags were returned with goods and change at a
designated hour. Their service operated for several
weeks, before the curfew was relaxed to allow three
designated shopping days a week, on which cruisers
can stretch their legs and do their own shopping.

Diane and Richard were wonderful. I have no idea
how we, as cruisers, would have managed without
them being the liaison between us, them, the Carriacou
Chief of Police, and whomever else was involved. After

weeks of helping the cruisers during these challeng-
ing times, I'm sure they are looking forward to resum-
ing their dive business and recouping some income.
And they will be able to dive themselves for the first
time in months, Diane after having undergone two
knee operations.

So, any cruisers who would like diving lessons or
who are interested in diving, please go see this highly
experienced and highly regarded couple.

Thank you to Diane and Richard, and to David from
S/V Jon for suggesting we write this letter.

John and Roni Everton
S/V Second Star

MY NOMINATION FOR ‘AGENTS OF CHANGE’
Hi Compass,

I enjoyed reading the May edition of Compass
(www.caribbeancompass.com/online/april20com-
pass_online.pdf) even more than usual, since we're
back taking shelter at our (until very recently frozen)
lake in central Ontario, Canada. I'm not sure whether
reading the issue diminished or escalated my “boat-
sickness” for the Caribbean, but it was a nice way to
connect with the cruising scene that we're missing so
much. Plus, it was packed with useful information for
so many of our friends who are currently stuck in
various islands. I'm sure it wasn’t easy putting this
edition together, with all the pandemic restrictions,
so congrats on a job very well done!

I noted the brief in which you are looking for nomi-
nations for the 25 top “Agents of Change” in the
Caribbean cruising scene. We have had many interac-
tions with players in the yachting industry that have
positively impacted our cruising experiences over the
years, but we feel that the individual who has done
the most for us personally, for cruisers as a group,
and for the yachting industry in general is Jesse
James in Trinidad.

He provided insights and advice into the Trini cul-
ture with his “Taste of Trini” tour and through organiz-
ing and facilitating our participation in the 2019 car-
nival (as documented in the article you published last
fall). When a security incident occurred in Trinidad &
Tobago waters last spring, he was the catalyst putting
together the convoy process with links to the Coast
Guard to enhance safety and security for boaters sail-
ing between Grenada and Trinidad. I worked with him
on “Convoy 2,” which turned out to be a very fun — as
well as safe — passage.

I'm also aware of his efforts to find ways of enabling
yachties to shelter in Trinidad for hurricane season
this year and supporting the yacht service industry
while not increasing the coronavirus risk for the citi-
zens. He is tireless in his support to the cruising com-
munity; generous with his time, skills, and knowledge
and always a pleasure to deal with. For these reasons,
I believe he deserves to be recognized near the top of
your “Agents of Change” list.

Wishing everyone the best during these difficult
times. Stay safe!

Tayce Wakefield
M/V Mercator

Dear Readers,

Don’t forget to send your picks for the Caribbean’s
Top 25 Agents of Change — past and present — to
sally@caribbeancompass.com.
cc

WHAT HAPPENED TO SCHOONER LA GOLETA?
Dear Compass,

My name is Finn Birch and I am a boat builder from
England. Last year, I spent four months in the Pacific
Northwest alongside Leo Goolden, to work on the res-
toration project of the famous 1927 Fastnet winner,
Tally Ho.

After returning to England, I bought myself a boat
and got a job in the yard. It turned out that my new
boss has sailed on the only other yacht to cross the
finish line of the Fastnet race that year, losing to Tally
Ho. This sailboat was La Goleta. None of the old crew
sailing her in the Sixties and Seventies has seen or
heard of her in over a decade and they are desperate
to get answers on her whereabouts.

I am also a YouTuber. My latest upload (https://
youtu.be/ntiiulTACtY) tells the story of La Goleta and
asks anyone with information to pass it on.

There was talk of her heading for South America in
the late Eighties, but ending up on the rocks in the
Caribbean somewhere.

If any Compass readers have knowledge about the
location or fate of this beautiful historic vessel, please
get in touch.

Finn Birch
birchforestry@gmail.com

Editor’s note: According to wwuw.yachttallyho.com,
15 boats started the 1927 Fastnet on August 13th. La
Goleta, a sister-ship to the famous Malabar VIII, was
a 56-foot schooner of 30 tons designed by the
American John Alden, built in England only just in
time for the start of the race, and with Alfred F. Loomis
(the author of several books on sailing) of New York
aboard as navigator.

—Continued on next page



LOOK OUT FOR...

by Lynn Kaalk

—Continued from previous page ...Readers’ Forum

A low pressure system overtook the fleet and by
Tuesday the 16th of August only La Goleta, Tally Ho (a
30-ton Albert Strange cutter) and Nicanor (a 36-ton Alden
schooner) were left at sea. After putting in to Falmouth for
respite, where three of her local crew jumped ship,
Nicanor carried on short handed into the Irish Sea only to
be forced to retire with a broken gaff boom, leaving Tally
Ho and La Goleta to fight it out. La Goleta crossed the fin-
ish line first, but Tally Ho “saved her time” by four hours
to be declared winner.

As Finn writes, Tally Ho is currently being restored. But
where is La Goleta?

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Dear Compass Readers,

We want to hear from YOU! What do you want to say?

Be sure to include your name, and you boat name or
shoreside address.

We do not publish individual consumer complaints.

We do not publish anonymous letters, but your name
may be withheld from print if you wish.

Letters may be edited for length, clarity and fair play.
Send your letters to sally@caribbeancompass.com

As you travel through the Caribbean, every month there’s
something special to look out for.

This. This is one of the best kept secrets in the Caribbean
and the tropics. This little-known but delectable member of the
passionfruit family is simply exquisite. From the outstanding
beauty of the flower to the incomparable taste of the fruit, it is
arguably unequalled in the fruit world.

So, what is it about this little gem that has this not-so-hum-
ble writer waxing poetic about it? Why the need for the superla-
tives, and a thesaurus? Because passiflora laurifolia is just so
blasted good.

Like any other member of the passionfruit family, water
lemon grows on a vine and prefers shade and moist but well-
draining soil. It responds well to being cultivated, but it seems
to be found more frequently in the wild, tucked off to the side
of a trail somewhere, often close to a river. If you're familiar
with Water Lemon Cay in the USVI, now you know where it got
the name. Hashers in Grenada will occasionally come across
water lemons, and just about anyone will chance a “down
down” to pick some. Fortunately, they seem to be making a bit
of a commercial comeback, and can be found for sale in some
of the markets from Guadeloupe on south.

The flower has minor differences from the passionfruit flower
in that the stamens that ring the flower are less floppy and
don’t have as much of a lacy look; they are a little more stiff
and give a more brush-like appearance. They are more likely to
be more colourful, too.

The fruit is a lot smaller than the passionfruit, and more
oblong. The orange skin is more supple, and feels more like a
suede, rather than the firm, shiny exterior of its cousin. It is
easy to bite the end off and suck the contents out. The inside
has the same pulpy seed-filled consistency, but the taste is far
sweeter, with only a hint of tanginess. It makes for a lovely
treat on its own, but can also make an excellent juice, and has
been used in a sorbet (Basse Terre, Guadeloupe was where I
found it). However one would choose to use passionfruit,
pomme de liane can be used as well.

While known as water lemon in Grenada, pomme de liane is
the more common name from St. Lucia up to Guadeloupe. You
can try yellow grenadilla or Jamaican honeysuckle in other
locales. Don’t be surprised if the person you are talking to isn’t
familiar with it, as I have met born-and-raised Grenadians, St.
Lucians and others who have never experienced this delectable
fruit. Those who do know it, know it well. This is definitely one
to look out for.




Crossing the channels between Caribbean islands with a favorable tide will
make your passage faster and more comfortable. The table below, courtesy Don
Street, author of Street’s Guides and compiler of Imray-Iolaire charts, which
shows the time of the meridian passage (or zenith) of the moon for this AND next
month, will help you calculate the tides.

Water, Don explains, generally tries to run toward the moon. The tide starts
running to the east soon after moonrise, continues to run east until about an
hour after the moon reaches its zenith (see TIME below) and then runs westward.
From just after the moon’s setting to just after its nadir, the tide runs eastward;
and from just after its nadir to soon after its rising, the tide runs westward; i.e.
the tide floods from west to east. Times given are local.

Note: the maximum tide is 3 or 4 days after the new and full moons.

For more information, see “Tides and Currents” on the back of all Imray Iolaire
charts. Fair tides!

June 21 1310 11 0456
DATE TIME 22 1406 12 0510
1 2031 23 1502 13 0611
2 2123 24 1555 14 0652
3 2313 25 1647 15 0735
4 0000 FULL MOON 26 1738 16 0821
5 0011 27 1827 17 0910
6 0110 28 1917 18 1003
7 0209 29 2008 19 1059
8 0305 30 2102 20 1136
9 0357 21 1253
10 0445 July 22 1349
11 0531 1 2102 23 1443
12 0613 2 2158 24 1534
13 0654 3 2256 25 1627
14 0735 4 2354 26 1715
15 0815 5 0000 FULL MOON 27 1805
16 0858 6 0051 28 1857
17 0942 7 0146 29 1951
18 1030 8 0236 30 2047
19 1120 9 0324 31 2144
20 1214 10 0408

Now available as an eBo
Cruising Life: The Best Stories from Caribbean Compass
is a collection of 49 outstanding stories selected from more than
200 issues of Caribbean Compass.
Ann Vanderhoof, author of An Embarrassment of Mangoes and
he Spice Necklace, says, “Given a new life beyond the magazine, #&
the pieces in this collection resonate and sparkle ;
in a very different way, offering new pleasures.

Beyond its entertainment — the first piece had me hooked —
the collection is sure to spark ideas in both
cruising sailors and armchair dreamers.”
US$8.95

Read a preview and order Cruising Life now
at www.amazon.com!

BACK TO THE CAVE

by Jim Hutchinson

When I tout the virtues of my modest sailing yacht, minimal to some, primitive to
others, people have replied, “You're talking ‘back to the cave’.” “Yes!” I reply. “I rec-
ommend it!” I jokingly refer to the cabin of my little yacht (below [*downstairs”], the
V-berth and saloon) as “the cave.” The well-shaded cockpit on the threshold of my
cave is the “living room,” up in the breeze where I can see and hear what is going on
around me.

On Friday, March 20th, the country I'm in closed its borders against the Virus and
put all yachts in quarantine. On Wednesday the 25th a “limited state of emergency”
was declared: stay at home except for necessary shopping and medical, an hour and
a half outdoors allowed for exercise, no congregating, nighttime curfew. Many
ignored it, so on Monday the 30th the country was locked down — 24-hour curfew,
stay at home, no visiting beaches or going for walks, no visiting neighbors, police
enforcement. On Monday the 6th of April the lockdown was extended two weeks until
April 20th. Thirty-one days total for those of us aboard yachts. Don’t tell anyone that
“quarantine” originally meant 40 days.

So, here I sit on the threshold of my cave, in her shaded cockpit with a view of the
bay. It is a good thing that I like being aboard, at home. And I like my own company.
Even so, when I am told that I MUST stay aboard, my seven-point-five metre yacht
(five and a half metres in terms of living space) suddenly feels a little bit smaller.

The Yachting Advisory of the 20th dictated that “...all crew and passengers aboard
pleasure craft and liveaboards will not be allowed to disembark on the shores...”
That included yachts that were here long before the Virus, mine for one. The Advisory
left room for some interpretation. Were we allowed free movement on the water? And
for how long were we in quarantine? Two weeks is the standard quarantine for the
Virus. Phone numbers were given for shops allowed to deliver to dinghies at the
dock, for those needing provisions.

I had provisioned for 30 days:
food, water, medications, stove fuel,

money, incidentals, vices and devices...’

We had the luxury of two months of advance warning. The Virus was sweeping the
world and would soon belong to us all. So I had provisioned for 30 days: food, water,
medications, stove fuel, money, incidentals, vices and devices (extra phone credit
and two WiFi passwords). After a wipeout hurricane strike one might need to be self-
sufficient for a couple of weeks or a month. During a worldwide plague 30 days might
not be nearly enough.

I have everything aboard that I need, which is almost everything I could want. And
I might be in the safest place that I can be on the planet — which, by the way, is how
I felt about being here before the Virus. And the bay is more peaceful and quiet than
I have ever known it. No back-and-forth powerboats roaring by and slamming me
with wake, no stinking two-stroke engine exhaust. Plenty of elbow room between
yachts. No loud honking traffic or big speakers ashore. I am locked down in relative
luxury. In a way this is the best cruising I've had in years.

Not everybody has it so good. Perhaps only few people have it so good. For some of
humanity lockdown is desperate misery. And some who do have it good might not
see it that way. A popular cruising mantra dating to before my time says, “It's all
about people!” I take that as a general truth for sapiens, both ashore and afloat.
What of yachties whose normal routine is shopping, gathering with others in bars,
restaurants and aboard each other’s yachts, and noodling and Mexican train domi-
noes? All of that is now forbidden. Forbidden to me as well. The variable is what
effect it has on your sanity. There is restlessness in the anchorage for sure and some
of the yachts are using their own interpretations of what “lockdown” means. Some
regard sailing around in their dinghies as okay, some think visiting neighbors is
alright — sometimes standing off while talking, sometimes going aboard for hours.
Several times I've seen three or more dinghies hanging behind a yacht. I'm using a
strict interpretation: I'm staying aboard — which is what the word quarantine
means. “Lockdown” is a stay-at-home order that those ashore, our hosts, are told
they must obey.

So, here I sit aboard my little boat as the country does what it can to keep the
Virus out.

The first problem for one who is locked down is to have (or obtain) what is needed
to get by. The next problem, as I see it, is staying on good terms with whomever you
are locked down with — in my case, just myself. The remaining problem is what to
do with your time. Again, I am among the fortunate. I do my own boatwork and have
tools and materials aboard. And a yacht, as you might already know, always has
work to be done. But I also have the luxury to put all of that aside because I have
DVDs, CDs, an e-reader, my writing and just hanging out, which I'm good at. And
when the WiFi isn’t clogged up (wee hours) I can get online. And FM radio gives me
the news. Furthermore I am enjoying the curse of being elderly, which makes me
more likely to be killed by the Virus. But dotage also helps pass the time. Body
maintenance takes more time than it used to. And I sleep more. Hurray for the
“Golden Years”! ... if any of you youngsters want to trade, let me know.

“Snug as a bug in a rug” is how Mom used to put it. 'm in my cave on my 25th
day of quarantine-cum-lockdown with at least six days to go. They are cautiously

relaxing the restrictions. I will miss the peace and quiet.



PLEASE NOTE: All information was correct to the best of our knowledge
at the time this issue of Compass went to press — but events are being
postponed or canceled to reduce the risk of exposure to coronavirus,

SO please contact event organizers directly for confirmation.

JUNE

1 Public holiday in some places (Whit Monday)

5 World Environment Day

5 FULL MOON

11 Holiday in some places (Corpus Christi)

13 Public holiday in BVI and Anguilla (Queen’s Birthday)

19 Public holiday in Trinidad & Tobago (Labour Day)

21 Summer Solstice

21 Fete de la Musique, all French West Indies

29 Fisherman’s Birthday; local boat racing in many communities

JULY

1 Public holiday in BVI (Territory Day), and in Suriname (Emancipation Day)

1-7 Fiesta del Fuego, Santiago de Cuba

2 Public holiday in Curacao (Flag Day), and in Cayman Islands
(Constitution Day)

3-4 St. John Festival, St. John, USVI. www.stjohnfestival.org

4 Public holiday in and Puerto Rico and USVI (Independence Day)

4-5 Firecracker Regatta, Tortola, BVI. West End Yacht Club

5 FULL MOON

11 Gustavia Fete, St. Barth

14 Public holiday in French islands (Bastille Day)

16 - 1 Aug Tobago Heritage Festival, http://tobagoheritagefestival.com

24 Public holiday in Venezuela (Simdn Bolivar’s Birthday)

25 Public holiday in Puerto Rico (Constitution of Puerto Rico Day)

25 -27 Public holiday in Cuba (National Revolutionary Festival)

All information was correct to the best of our knowledge
at the time this issue of Compass went to press
— but plans change,
so please contact event organizers directly for confirmation.
No doubt some listed events will be held “virtually” this year!
If you would like a nautical or tourism event
listed FREE in our monthly calendar,
please send the name and date(s) of the event
and the name and contact information
of the organizing body to
sally@caribbeancompass.com
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PICK UP!

Ahoy, Compass Readers! When in St. Vincent & the Grenadines, pick up your
free monthly copy of the Caribbean Compass at any of these locations (advertis-
ers in this issue appear in bold):

ST. VINCENT
Barefoot Yacht Charters
Blue Lagoon Marina
Gonsalves Liquors

UNION ISLAND
Anchorage Yacht Club
Bougainvilla
Captain Gourmet
Clifton Beach Hotel
Grenadines Dive
L’Atelier Turquoise Gallery
Union Island Tourism Office
Unitech

MUSTIQUE
Basil’'s Bar Mustique

BEQUIA
Bequia Tourism Assn.
Bequia Venture Co. Ltd
Customs & Immigration/Post Office
Dockside Marine
Frangipani Hotel
Grenadines Sails
Lulley’s Tackle
Mac'’s Pizzeria
Piper Marine

COMPASS CARTOONS
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Capyright 2020

“You’re right. 1 can’t ever get my mind off sailing.”




Caribbean Compass Market Place

Azores

MID ATLANTIC
YACHT SERVICES

PT-9900-144 HORTA / FAIAL, AZORES
Providing all vital services to
Trans-Atlantic Yachts!

Incl. Chandlery, Charts, Pilots, Rigging
EU-VAT (18%) importation
Duty free fuel (+10.000It)

TEL +351 292 391616  FAX +351 292 391656
mays@mail.telepac.pt
www.midatlanticyachtservices.com

Grenada

GUARDIANAGE &
4 YACHT MANAGEMENT
GRENADA

C&N Port Louis Marina & Le Phare Bleu Marina
+473.415.2138 +473.443.3603
info@islandreamsgrenada.com

www.islandreamsgrenada.com
Island Dreams

Grenada

iTURBULENCE Ltd.

(473) 439 4495

info@turbulenceltd.com
www.turbulenceltd.com

PROVEN QUALITY
FIVE YEARS /50,000 MILES GUARANTEED

Good for the economy
Made right here in the Caribbean

ah

DOYLE

SAILMAKERS

Minimal Co2 Print No International Air Freight

NEILPRYDE Sails
Grenada

NEIL PRYDE

Check out our website or contact us directly
for a competitive quote on rugged and
well-built sails that are well suited to the
harsh environment of the charter trade

and blue water cruising.

Jeff Fisher — Grenada (473) 407 6355

www.neilprydesails.com

seldom seen = =
ady boutique "%
A RT backstage ART &
gallery
FA B locally made
wearable art
R I K handpainted
batik
workshop

shop on famous Youngstreet
www . artfabrikgrenada.com 473 440 0568

|
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YACHT MANAGEMENT

Horizon Yachts Grenada

Complete Professional Yacht Sales
and Maintenance Services

Brokerage * Guardianage * Project Management

Horiznn)—‘

Offices in Port Louis Marina & Clarkes Court Boat Yard

Tel: (+1 473) 415 0431 or 439 1002
Email: gary@horizongrenada.com
www.horizonyachtsgrenada.com

Engineering * Mechanical ® Electrical &
Electronics * Shipwright Services  Stainless Steel
Plumbing *

* Hydraulics ® Fine Carpentry

Refrigeration * Watermakers ® Gel Coat Repairs

* Antifouling * Sails ® Rigging * Covers ®

and more

'Saint Kitts & Nevis

BUDGET MARINE ST.KITTS

IS OPEN FOR BUSINESS!

(€]
Royal St Kitts
Golf/Course

2 Matriott Royd!
Beach Resort
Budget Marine LI
g

(=]

MaPau St Kitts Casino

& Entertain nment Centre SUNCREST

Galypso Bay Resort e

BUDGET ‘Monday-Friday: 9:00 AM-5:00 PM
MARINE Saturday: 8:30 AM-12:30 PM

H Call: 1.869.466.0026 & 1.869.763.8933
\= The Caribbean's
u Leading Chandlery

SVG

WE OFFER

» Grocery Shopping / Personal pick-up
(with delivery to your dock)

* Argyle International Airport direct shuttle
(starting from EC$30)

* Bill payments

LAC Services App (Google App Store)
Tel: (784) 527-3082, (784) 492-9983
E-mail: lacservices@lacsvg.com

SVG

UNION ISLAND

r St. Vincent
@l & the Grenadines
E
? Phone:
3 (784) 495 8695
4 lilihappykite
cull ovisioning va @gmail.com
-+~ elive ]
our specialify 4 VHF Ch 16

PIZZA & KITCH'EN I

_
)
) ﬁewt bayg%ntt.degk - @@ S
wihfalmenus -+ USIAZER
~ pizza, grilled fish, salad [}f\‘\_ AT ﬂHEM

‘cocktails & tropical drin
~wine, espresso, tapas ‘&dgsse_. 'S

* Free wifi & charging L
* Music &Sundow’Spem als...
Open Mon thru Sat 3-9pm for take- -away

=
= and picnic-style dining on our patio
' Call for Info: (784) 458-3474 or VHF 68

PON'T BUY THEM, CATCH THEM!

5 We offer the best in fishing and diving supplies in the Caribbean!
&5 Lewellyn Place And new location
Building Port Elizabeth, in St. Lucia
Mc Coy Street, Bequia, Opposite In the Fisheries, Soc.
Kingstown, vegetable market Co-operative Bldg
St.Vincent (784) 458 3420 Sans Souci, Castries,
(784) 485 6255 (758) 452 6949 |
lulley @vincysurf.com 453 2809

PIPER MARINE STORE
Bequia - Port Eiizabeth
Lifeline and rig swage
Racor filters
Rule & Jabsco pumps & parts
West epoxy
Marine paints, varnish, and much more!

(784) 457 5856 - Cell: (784) 4952272 - VHF 68

Formal Marine Litter System
Mayreau .Tobago Cays Marine Park. Union Island
Mon - Fri from 9:00 am - 3:00pm

The Southern Grenadines Water Taxi Association
through grant from the Global Environment Facility-
Small Grants Program has put in place a formal
marine garbage collection and disposal system in the
marine park to protect the marine environment from
the amount of garbage entering the sea.
Use the sytem and be a part of promoting a clean & healthy environment for alll
On Coll - 5323822 for mare info: https://www.facebook com,/sqwta

continued on next page ——»



aribbean

SVG

[GRENADINESISAIISIENCANVAS
SIBEQUIANS

DINGHY CHAPS IN A DAY
Located northern side of Admiralty Bay

Tel (784) 457-3507 / 457-3527 (evenings)
e-mail: gsails @vincysurf.com VHF Ch16/68

r

Venezuela

venezuelan Marine suppl.:d

vemasea, C.A.

Marine Distributors
Venezuelanmarsupply@cantv.net

Ve t.ve

Av. Raul Leoni, Playa Concorde, Sede Asovene
Porlamar - Isla Margarita
P 58 295 2642837
F 58 295 2647293

Compass Market Place

" Caribbean-wide

FEEL THE FREEDOM

With Independent Self Steering AND an Emergency Rudder

| e Your best crew member -
" doesn't t, sleep, or talk back!
{ ‘ " b;Completelyindependent—
- no lines into the cockpit!

* No problem to install off centre -
~ with davits, arch, dropdown!

Cscape to Chaguaramas
The NHurricane NHaven & Repalr Centre of the Caribbean

Come visit us ar the YSATT Office It would be nice ro meer you.
Cruiser’s Informarion Centre - Complete with maps, brochures, guides & much more.
YSATT Membership listing available for contracror referrals,
Long and short rerm mooring rentals. Welcome packs for all new visiting cruisers,
Irinidad offers cruisers a unique experience like no other Caribbean Island.
Irinidad. .. far from the ordinary.

Shipwright Building, Crewsinn Hotel & Yachting Centre,
P.O. Box 2852, TT Post, Chaguaramas, Trinidad W.|
Tel: (868) 634-4938 \ Fax: (BBB) 634-2160

E-mail: info@ysatt.org, admin@yssti.org | Website: www.ysatt.org

THE ELECTRONICS EXPERTS!

ELECTROPICS

AUTHORISED DEALER & SERVICE CENTER FOR

)
vicrro:lug:ergy FURUN® m

SIMRAD _MASTERVQLT Skymate
ACR

and too many more to be named here

Peake Yacht Services Compound, Chaguaramas.

868.634.2232 info@electropics.com

* 60 Ton Hoist
* Fuel Dock
» Yacht Storage

* Apartments

e Stern-to Dockin
Power Boats ® Dockside Food I?!Iart

n = ) - 2 n
the Place for Yachts" | o . shap

Power Boats Mutual Facilities Ltd. | Tel 868.634.4303 | Fax 868.634.4327
PO Box 3163, Carenage, Trinidad, WI | Email ppbmfl@powerboats.co.it

r .|

Caribbean-wide
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K e e

Protect & Grow Your Wealth In Gold
www.thismightbeofinterest.com/twenty
www.karatcrypto.com/fasttrack01
1-868-790-6788
fastrackgam@gmail.com

Laura Lindstrom Croop
Legacy Underwriters

laura@Jegacyunderwriters.com

ph 904.705.4485 |

Carriacou Gallery Café
situated in Tyrrel Bay for sale.

Well-established and steady business
started 6 years ago.
Please contact gallerycafecarriacou@gmail.com
to receive a dossier with all relevant information.

CARRIACOU REAL ESTATE

Land and houses for sale
For full details see our website:
www.carriacou.net
Contact: islander@spiceisle.com Tel: (473) 443 8187

[ ]

THIS COULD BE

YOUR

MARKET PLACE AD

l_tom@caribbeancompass.com_l

\j
VIE JINE

A\ MARINE SUPPLIES LTD.

----- Stainless Steel Boat Fittings
----- Epoxy Resins
---- Polyester Resins
Ist Ave South, Mariners Haven, Chaguaramas, Trinidad & \|‘

| TR | il marconeltd@tsttnet.ut

plgge G rab el FIBREGLASS REINFORCED PLASTICS

Need
Crew?

Want to
Crew?

# 1 Crew network since 1993

Long passages? The crew
volunteers for free.
Island hopping? Crew may
share expenses.
Email us at
offshorepassage@sprintmail.com

Complete Information at
www.SailOPO.com/Caribbean
Offshore Passage Opportunities

R I B B E AN
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We'’re on the Web!
Caribbean Compass

WWW.
caribbeancompass.
com

FREE On-line

| B B E AN




SARAH STEENLAND

BOATS FOR SALE

FUTak|  oter Tk [F1an i)

CUSTOM BUILDS To your
needs, Myers 49 special, LOA
49', beam 14/, draft 3', 1000
gallons each fuel/water
capacity. Propulsion, single 6
cylinders diesel engine Tel:
(868) 684-7720, marconeltd@
hotmail.com,  www.
marconemarinesupplies.com

46" GRAND BANKS 1993 M/V
3 cabins/2 heads, 4 a/c’s,
ample flybridge. Twin 3208
catfs (3,600 hrs), 2 northern
lights gensets: 9kw (900 hrs)
& T6KW (1,600 hrs), very
good condition. Lying
Panama. E-mail: F.amador@
cnilafam.com

CLASSIFIEDS

PROPERTY FOR SALE

BEQUIA - ISLAND PACE REAL
ESTATE 43,560 sg/ft + acre
lots, Ocean Ridge estates,
North Bequia. US$100,000 &
up, US$2.50/ sqg/ft & up.
Tel: (784) 493-4711 E-mail:

emmett@islandpace.com

BEQUIA- BELMONT Beautiful,
al-inclusive apartment ot
Three Trees. Long term EC
$1500/ mith. Call/ WhatsApp

David (246) 243-6862.

BEQUIA- BELMONT 4 cpart-
ments income property plus
Owner's residence (or 5th
apartment). seashellsog@
hotmail.com. Details at
www.seashellsbequia.com

@ REMEMBER

to tell our advertisers you
saw their ad in Compass!

MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

TAYLOR MARINE FORKLIFT
Used, capacity 20,000 lbs.
Positive lift: 30", negative lift:
10" Tel: (868) 634-4346 E-mail:
pbmfl@powerboats.co.tt

R I B BEAN

C#MPASS

DON‘T
LEAVE PORT
WITHOUT IT

We’re on the Web!
Caribbean Compass

www.caribbeancompass.com

R 1 B B E AN

C22MPASS

Compass On-Line ¢ Advertisers’ Directory ¢ Check It Out... Tell Your Friends!

CLASSIFIEDS

US 50¢ PER WORD

Include name, address and numbers in count.
Line drawings/photos accompanying classifieds are US$10.

Pre-paid by the 10th of the month

e-mail: shellese@caribbeancompass.com

DO YOu THINK SHE'LL
BE OK FOR THE WET
SEASON?

SIXMONTHS I.A'I'El?...|

- .
‘ ‘ )
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ADVERTISERS INDEX

ADVERTISER

Bocas Yacht Club & Marina
Budget Marine

Budget Marine St. Kitts
Camper & Nicholsons
Captain Gourmet
Caribbean Marine Surveyors
Carriacou Marine
Centenario & Co

Clarkes Court

Cruising Life

Curacao Marine

Douglas Yacht Services
Down Island Real Estate

Doyle Offshore Sails

LOCATION PG# ADVERTISER LOCATION PG#
Panama 28  Doyle's Guides USA 17
St. Maarten 2 DYT Yacht Transport C/w 11
St. Kitts MP  Echo Marine Trinidad 20
Grenada 18  Electropics Trinidad MP
SVG MP  Food Fair Grenada 32
Grenada 21 Gallery Café Grenada MP
Grenada 23  Gonsalves Liquors SVG 29
Panama 29  Grenada Marine Grenada 7
Grenada 39  Grenadines Sails SVG MP
SVG 34 Horizon Yacht Charters Grenada MP
Curacao 14 Hydrovane International Marine C/W MP
Martinique 16 lolaire Enterprises UK 17
Grenada MP  Island Dreams Grenada MP
Barbados 24 Island Water World Sint Maarten 40

Off Shore Risk Management

ADVERTISER LOCATION
Karatbar International C/W
LAC Services SVG
Legacy Underwriters C/w
LIAT C/wW
Lulley's Tackle SVG
Mac's Pizzeria SVG
Marc One Marine Trinidad
Marina Santa Marta Colombia
Mclntyre Bros Grenada
Mid Atlantic Yacht Services Azores
Ministry of Trade & Industry ~ Trinidad
Neil Pryde Sails Grenada
Northern Lights Generators ~ Tortola

Tortola

PG# ADVERTISER LOCATION PG#

MP  Offshore Passage Opportunities C/W MP

MP  Pirate Lights Security System  C/W 21

MP  Power Boats Trinidad 9/ MP
6  Renaissance Marina Aruba 4

MP  The Nature Conservancy C/wW 25

MP  Tobago Cays SVG MP

MP  Turbulence Sails Grenada 7/ MP
5  Venezuelan Marine Supply Venezuela MP

21 Virgin Gorda Yacht Harbour  Virgin Gorda 14

MP  YSATT Trinidad MP
8

MP

10 MP = Market Place pages 36 - 37

20 C/W = Caribbean-wide




Full Service
BOATYARD

pL Y.

Max lifting beam 37ft.
Draft 13ft.
“THE HULK” Boat Lift

ON SITE SUB CONTRACTORS
LUXURY APARTMENTS ON SITE
24 HOUR SECURITY | FREE DIVERS

PURBULERCE (73

CRENADA

{1\
A\ —— 4
A\/4
CLARKES COURT

BOATYARD & MARINA
GRENADA W.I.

% West Marine

SSYANOD NV3IdaRIvVO  0¢0¢ INNr

6¢ 3OVd



WHAT’S ON

SALE

IN STORE?

Pettit Protect

Y Protect Epoxy Primer
3 “’z':.?‘?:g‘”:"ga Save time and money with this high build
; epoxy primer; higher solids equals fewer
coats needed!
Priced at $1 23 .87
WHAT’S _ o
Hose Coil ® Ceged @

Compact and convenient wash
down parts and systems.

Priced from $1 2.38

NEW?

Dometic Goolfreeze
CFX3 55

The new Dometic CFX3-55 seems to have
it all: sleek design, Bluetooth/Wifi
connectivity, latest compressor technology
thus very energy efficient, USB charging
port and even Ice-making capabllity!

Priced at $1 609,50

Spinlock 2 Clip & 1 Link
Elasticated Performance
Safety Line

Safety and comfort go hand in hand with this new performance safety
Line from Spinlock; up to 50% lighter and more compact than conventional
safety lines, overload indicator and World Sailing/0SR compliant.

Priced at $1 31 ,85

Priced from

$22.80

keeps you sailing! =

pactin, Warina ROVale + 590 590 5, 5

Eam Miles for discount!
Get your FREE Advantage Card now
= Valld In all Island Water World

st David’s Harbour + 473 443 1028
stores!

, 47343 2150

st “aaﬂﬂh

ot while stocks last and for the month of June onjy,
prices 9

com ® Store

Published by Compass Publishing Limited, Anguilla, British West Indies, and printed by Guardian Media Limited, Trinidad & Tobago



