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INNOVATIONS
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;'. "{ NAV LIGHT LED (34)

PRICE:
US$ 1475.00

i . Two part epoxy coat
Aqua Signal's Series 34 LED

Winch, Size: 40 Two-Speed
Self-Tailing Radial Aluminium.

Winches haven’t seen changes
like these in more than 20
years!

Combining advanced
technology and materials with
the creative minds of Harken
Italy engineers, Harken’s Radial
winch line is revolutionary and
breaks through to the next level
in winch design.

TORTOLA
ST. THOMAS_ NAWNY CAY ST, MAARTEN/
- - ST. MARTIN

ST. CROIX “ANTIGUA

ARUBA
"> . BONAIRE

CURELD TRINIDAD

GRENADA
.

.

navigation lights can be used
on any vessel up to 164 feet.

Their modern design and
patented prism technology
provide the highest quality LED
illumination in the industry.
Improved safety with brighter
illumination compared to
incandescent lights.

« Patented lens and high
brightness single LED per
source

* Shock-proof, non-filament
LED has a 50,000 hour
service life

* Operates on 12V or 24V

DC Monitor DCSM 8 Input
with Shunt & Cable

Monitors:

» Charge/discharge amps for
two banks

« Capacity remaining in A/h
and %

« Battery condition
* Tank fluid level

« Circuit status

-
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specifically designed to
reduce water absorption of
fiberglass hulls.

Like shingles on a roof the
unique Micro-Plate formula
significantly reduces water
migration through the gelcoat.

InterProtect 2000/2001 is self
priming on new fiberglass and
permits the application of a
complete protection and
antifouling system in 2-3 days.
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CARIBBEAN CHANDLERIES

BUDGET MARINE

Caribbean Duty Free List Prices. Check your local store for final pricing.
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The Caribbean’s Leading Chandlery

www.budgetmarine.com
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cover to cover.

Compass covers the Caribbean! From Cuba to Trinidad, from

Panama to Barbuda, we’ve got the news and views that sailors

can use. We're the Caribbean’s monthly look at sea and shore.
Compass is the only sailing publication | regularly read

— Andy Morrell, Organizer
Highland Spring HIHO

Happy New Year to All from the Compass Crew!

Click Google Map link below to find the Caribbean Compass near you'
http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?t=h&hl=en&ie=UTF8&msa=0&msid=112776612439699037380.000470658db37 1bf3282d&11=14.54105 -65.830078&spn=10.196461,14 0625&z=6&source=embed
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Info

Antigua Duty Free for Yachts in Transit
At a meeting held on December 2nd among the Antigua & Barbuda Marine
Association (ABMA), the Ministry of Finance and the Comptroller of Customs, it was
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agreed that all goods and services for yachts genuinely in transit through Antigua &
Barbuda will be free of all faxes and duties. These goods and services include fuel
and provisioning fo be used by charter guests.

Support containers are considered a temporary import and will be free of all duties
and taxes subject to the contents being re-exported and any spares consumed
being used in the maintenance of the yacht. In instances where major items cannot
be accounted for, the applicable duties and taxes will become payable. Once
imported, crews will have free access to the containers.

Temporary import of goods in support of events will be discretionary and generally
free of all duties and taxes, however, 14 days notice is required of any goods to be
temporarily imported for these purposes. Event organizers such as those from the
Antigua Charter Yacht Meeting, the Anfigua Superyacht Cup, the RORC Caribbean
600 race, the Antigua Classic Regatta and Anfigua Sailing Week should take special
note. In the event of a disagreement, a licison group comprising members of the
ABMA, the Ministry of Finance and Customs will consult in order to reach a resolution.

For more information visit www.abma.ag.

Single-Handed Sailor Missing

Uwe Koellner, 40, sailing the 27-foot steel
cutter Esmerelda Il reportedly left Trinidad
bound for St. Lucia in mid-October, prior
to the passage of Hurricane Tomas, and
has not been heard from since.

Esmerelda Ilis painted green, and has
hard chines and a long bowsprit. Uwe is
about 40 years of age but appears
younger. He is a German national and
the boat flies the German flag.

Anyone with information is asked fo con-
tact Claus Peter Oldag at (868) 760-7280
or auction@rave-tt.net.

Teen Solo Sailor Arrives in St. Maarten

Fifteen-year-old Laura Dekker arrived in
St. Maarten on December 19th affer sail-
ing across the Aflantic Ocean alone on
her 38-foot Jeanneau Gin Fizz ketch,
Guppy. Dekker was born on a boat in
New Zealand while her parents were
cruising, and spent the first four years of
her life at sea. The Dufch girl fook 17 days
to sail the 2,200 nautical miles from the
Cape Verde Islands to Simpson Bay.

Almost exactly a year before, Dekker had run away from the Netherlands to St.
Maarten to try to buy a boat there, after authorities in the Netherlands refused to
allow her to embark on an attempt to sail around the world alone. She was found
and brought back to the Netherlands. Eventually, the Dutch courts decided to let
her attempt the feat.

Michael Perham of the UK sailed solo across the Atlantic at the age of 14 in 2007,
with his father shadowing him in another boat. Perham went on to complete a solo
circumnavigation af the age of 17.

In St. Maarten, Dekker was welcomed by a helicopter, speedboats and a small crowd.
—Continued on next page
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Barbados British Virgin Islands Antigua & Barbuda Colombia Curacao Dominica
i Star Marine Rosales Marina Kapiteinsweg #4 Dominica Marine Center

Doyle Sailmakers Doyle Sailmakers Jolly Harbour Cartegena Netherland Antilles ~ Roseau
6 Crossroads Road Reef Marina Puerto Rico St. Croix, USVI Grenada

. Atlantic Sails and Canvas  Wilsons’ Cruzan Canvas  Turbulence Ltd.
St. Philip Tortola Fajardo Christiansted Spice Island Boat Works
Tel: (246) 423 4600 Tel: (284) 494 2569 st. Lucia St. Vincent Trinidad & Tobago

i ) The Sail Loft, St. Lucia Barefoot Yacht Charters Soca Sails, Ltd.

andy@doylecaribbean.com bob@doylecaribbean.com Rodney Bay Blue Lagoon Chaguaramas



—Continued from previous page
After tying Guppy to a mooring, "... | immediately went ashore and joined a Christmas
party, the same party | was in last year on the same date. This was really weird, espe-

Find Laura in the white circle!!

cially because | recognized everything and | met the same people | knew from last
year.” She has told the press that she intends to fransit the Panama Canal this spring to
continue her circumnavigation.

For more information visit www.lauradekker.nl/English/Home.html.

Canadian Cruiser Killed in Honduras

Canadian cruiser Milan Egrmajer, 55, was shot and
kiled aboard his Ericson 35, Adena, in the
Diamanté Lagoon, Honduras on December 2nd
when he reportedly confronted four men who had
approached the boat with the intention of robbing
him and his 24-year-old daughter, Myda.

A family member says that Egrmajer usually spent
the hurricane seasons in Rio Dulce, Guatemala,
and spent the rest of his fime sailing around the
area. According to a cousin, on November 26th,
Egrmajer, an electrical engineer with a naval back-
ground, departed from Guatemala with his daugh-
ter bound for the island of Utila. En route, they
sought shelter from bad weather in the lagoon,
which is at 15°62'0N, 87°37'60W near the mouth of

T
m
=
3
I
s}
3
s}
s}
>
2
@
Q
e}
H

the Rio Tinto. Myda managed to escape the assailants unharmed, and was taken
by an Australian yacht fo Belize.

Cruisers’ Site-ings

e Frank Virginfino has announced the release of the FREE CRUISING GUIDE FOR THE
CAYMAN ISLANDS. The comprehensive guide covers Grand Cayman, Cayman Brac
and Little Cayman. It can be found at the home of Free Cruising Guides:
www.freecruisingguide.com.

o Jerry Blakeslee has recently updated the CRUISER’S GUIDE TO FRENCH CAY
HARBOUR, Roatan. You can find the latest edition af
http://fantasyislandmarinaroatan.blogspot.com. Suggestions, additions
and corrections are welcome!

o CHATTY PARROT is the new, free way for cruising yachtsmen and other fravellers
to find out if friends are nearby, and to share useful fips about places they have visit-
ed. Chatty Parrot lets members see, on a map, where their friends are, and sends
alerts if any friends are nearby. It also functions as an on-line, constantly updated
pilot or guidebook, by letting members leave information, warnings and advice on
the map for their friends fo use. Chatty Parrot hosts members’ blogs, with a map of
their voyage, and lefs them send messages to each other. Chatty Parrot recognizes
many people’s desire fo protect their personal details, making all privacy options
easy to find and change, and giving new members, by default, the most private
setftings. Check it out at www.chaityparrot.net.

o THE ROYAL NAVAL TOT CLUB OF ANTIGUA & BARBUDA now has its own website:
www.royal-naval-tot-club.com.

Now Available: 7th Edition of Ti’'Ponton Guide to Martinique

The seventh edition of Ti’Ponton: The Sailor’s Guide to
Martinique is now available.

Ti’Ponton is bilingual, French and English, and offers the
most extensive directory for sailors” needs in Madinina, The
Isle of Flowers. It includes names, addresses and telephone
numbers of more than 600 nautical services, suppliers, provi-
sioning companies, doctors, local restaurants, sightseeing
spots and much more. Ti'Ponton also provides tidal informa-
tion for major coastal cities in Martinique.

Ti" Ponton is a free publication and can be picked up all
around the island all year round.

For the latest marine news visit www.tiponton.com.

Ti'Ponton

User Groups to Discuss Grenadines Marine Resources

What will the marine and coastal areas of the Grenadines look like in 50 years? A
workshop to be held this month will set the stage for developing a multi-use marine
use planning process for the Grenadines.

Funded by grants from the US National Ocean and Afmospheric Administration and
Global Environmental Facility Small Grant Project, The Sustainable Grenadines Inc.
(SusGren) will bring together marine resource users, government officials, NGOs and
CBOs, and other stakeholders to work with various interests including tourism, fishers,
the yachting community and business fo develop a framework for the management
of the coastal and marine resources that are so important fo life in the Grenadines.

—Continued on next page
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—Continued from previous page
“SusGren is excited to complement its ongoing efforts in the Grenadines and to be
assisting the countries of Grenada and St. Vincent & the Grenadines to develop a
natfional marine zoning design that can provide for and balance all marine uses.
The project goal is to develop a design that can balance both traditional and
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future uses such as transportation, fishing, tourism, recreation, industry and renew-
able energy, while ensuring the protection and restoration of fish stocks, coral reefs,
beaches, and other valuable natural resources,” explained Martin Barriteau, the
Director of SusGren.

On January 27th and 28th in Hillsborough, Carriacou, SusGren will be hosting a kick-
off workshop for the project. The goal of this workshop is to begin the discussions
between user groups to create a regionally appropriate framework for protection
and sustainable development and management of the Grenadines’ marine
resources. In order fo incorporate the values of marine resource users (fishers, dive
shop operators, day tour operators, water taxi operators, the yachting community,
ferries, etcetera) in the development of the marine mulfi-use zoning plan for the
Grenadines, three series of meetings will be held on each inhabited Grenadine
island throughout the life of the project. The project duration is from November 2010
to April 2012.

The project, which covers the entire Grenadine Bank and spans the nations of
Grenada and St. Vincent & the Grenadines, supports the goals of both countries’
National Biodiversity Strategic Action Plan and will enable each country to meet its
obligations as a signatory to the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States” St.
Georges’ Declaratfion and the UN Convention on Biological Diversity. Ultimately, this
project will provide a comprehensive vision for the management of the Grenadines’
waters to ensure that future generations can continue fo reap the economic, social,
environmental and spiritual benefits from the marine environment.

The project will build on pre-existing initiatives in Grenada and St. Vincent & the
Grenadines by the Sustainable Grenadines Project, the University of the West Indies’
Marine Resource and Space-use Information System Project, The Nature
Conservancy and the Protected Area Systems Plans developed by both countries.
Documentation of policy and legislative gaps and drafting policies for mulfi-use zon-
ing collaboration for the Grenadines and designing an awareness campaign o sup-
port multi-use zone planning will be conducted as part of the project.

On the day before the Mulfi-use Marine Zoning workshop, January 26th, at the
same location, SusGren will be holding another workshop under a different project
entitled: Strengthening Reef Management in the Grenada Bank. This workshop will
introduce the need for effective networking and collaboration among managers
from the three participating marine protected areas: the Tobago Cays Marine Park,
the Sandy Island/Oyster Bed MPA in Carriacou, and the Molinere/Beausejour MPA in
Grenada. Current management practices, regulations, and policies o facilitate co-
management of protected areas and the marine environment in the Grenadines
will be reviewed. Funding for this project is being provided by the US National Fish
and Wildlife Foundation.

For more information contact Martin Barriteau at susgrenpm@vincysurf.com or
Molly Brewis at molly.brewis@gmail.com, or phone SusGren at (784) 485-8779.

Come to Bequia’s Sunshine School Auction!

The Bequia Sunshine School is a non-profit organization for children with special
needs. The annual Sailors” & Landlubbers’ Auction has become a significant source
of income for the school — and a huge source of fun for all who attend. The 2011
auction will be held at the Gingerbread Restaurant on the waterfront in Belmont,
Bequia on Sunday, February 13th. Viewing starts at 11:30am and the auction at
1:00pm sharp. Donated food and drink will be on sale, with all proceeds going direct-
ly fo the school.

Lend your support by donating items for the auction such as boat gear, art and
handicrafts, unwanted gifts, household goods, jewelry and other new or gently used
items (donations can be dropped off at the school during regular school hours, or at
Wallace & Co. Chandlery and Fishing Supplies next to the Porthole Restaurant in
Port Elizabeth), or by affending the auction itself and bidding for that rare gem that
you just can’t resist!

For more information visit www.bequiasunshineschool.org.

Help the Carriacou Children’s Education Fund!

Help the Carriacou Children’s Education Fund go over EC$150,000 in 12 years of
providing school uniforms, supplies, free lunches, and scholarships to TA Marryshow
Community College. Leave unneeded boat gear, household goods, clean used
clothing for children and adults, school supplies and cash with the staff at the
Carriacou Yacht Club. Major fundraising activities run from July 27th through 29th,
directly preceding Carriacou Regatta Festival. And, don’t forget there is free wireless
in Tyrrel Bay — just make a donation to CCEF.

For more information contact ccefinfo@gmail.com.

Welcome Aboard!

In this issue of Caribbean Compass we welcome aboard new advertisers Drop
Anchor of Dominica, on page 42; and Lesson Plans Ahoy in the Market Place
section, pages 50 through 53. Good to have you with us!
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SELECTED CARIBBEAN SHORTWAVE
WEATHER REPORTS

UTC AST STATION & REPORT DESCRIPTION FREQ TYPE MODE

0600 0200 NMG Broadcast B Wefax* USB

0930 0530 Offshore Forecast A Voice USB

1030 0630 Carib. Emergency & Weather Net 3815 Voice LSB/ham
1100 0700 Caribbean Weather (Chris) 8137 Voice USB (Note 1)
1100 0700 Caribbean Maritime Mobile Net 7250 Voice LSB/ham (Note 2)
1100 0700 Bahamas Weather Net 4003 Voice SB

1110 0710 Puerto Rico/VI Weather Net 3930 Voice LSB/ham
1120 0720 C6AGG Carolyn Wardle Weather Net 3696 Voice LSB/ham
1200 0800 NMG Broadcast B Wefax* USB

1200 0800 Coconut Telegrallj)h 4060 Voice USB

1230 0830 Caribbean Weather (Chris) 8104 Voice USB (Note 1)
1300 0900 Caribbean Sea (WLO) C Voice USB

1330 0930 Caribbean Weather (Chris) 12350 Voice USB (Note 1)
1530 1130 Offshore Forecast A Voice USB

1800 1400 Caribbean Sea (WLO) C Voice USB

1800 1400 NMG Broadcast B Wefax* USB

2000 1600 Southbound II (Herb) 12359 Voice USB

2030 1630 Carib. Cocktail & Weather Net 7086 Voice LSB/ham
2130 1730 Offshore Forecast A Voice USB

2235 1835 Caribbean Emergency & Weather Net 3815 Voice LSB/ham
0000 2000 Caribbean Sea O C Voice USB

0000 2000 NMG Broadcast B Wefax* USB

0330 2330 Offshore Forecast A Voice USB

* Since November 3, 2008 several radiofax charts produced by the National Hurricane Center which are broadcast from New
Orleans are based on information from different model run times. A 36-hour wind/wave chart has been added to the New
Orleans broadcast. For full details visit www.nhc.noaa.gov/radiofax_transmission_changes.shtml

Frequencies (in kHz):
A) NMN, Chesapeake, 4426, 6501, 8764, 13089, 17314.
Caribbean Sea approximately 25 minutes later
NMG, New Orleans, 4316, 8502,12788.
Caribbean Sea approximately 25 minutes later
B) 4316, 8502, 12788, 17144.5
C) 4369, 8788, 13110, 17362, 22804.
Gulf of Mexico, Southwest North Atlantic, then Caribbean Sea

Note 1: Unless severe weather threatens, this net is not conducted on Sundays. When there are
active Tropical systems in the Atlantic, Caribbean Weather (Chris) runs a Net at 2300
UTC / 1900 AST, on 8137, Voice, USB. For complete schedule and changes visit
www.caribwx.com/ssb.html

Note 2: George comes on approximately 0710 with a weather synopsis, then moves to 7086 and
at 0730 gives the complete Caribbean forecast including rebroadcasting WEFX.

¢ WWV has World Marine Storm Warnings (Voice) at 8 minutes after each hour,
and Solar Flux information at 18 minutes after each hour on 2500, 5000,
10000, 15000, and 20000 AM.
¢ During hurricane activity, information can be found continuously on the
urricane Watch Net on 14325 USB/ham.
¢ Anyone, licensed or not, may legally operate on HAM frequencies in the event
of a life-threatening emergency.
¢ For cruiser info, check out the Coconut Telegraph at 1200 UTC [0800 AST) at 4060 USB. Also
of interest, with weather, security and genral info segments, are the Panama Connection Net at
1330 UTC on 8107 and the Northwest Caribbean Net at 1400 UTC on 6209.

SELECTED CRUISERS’ VHF NETS

St. Martin/Maarten 0730 VHF 14 Monday-Saturday
English Harbour 0900 VHF 68/06 Daily

Rodney Bay 0830 VHF 68 Monday-Saturday
Grenada 0730 VHF 68 Monday-Saturday
Chaguaramas 0800 VHF 68 Monday-Sunda
Porlamar 0800 VHF 72 Monday-Saturday
Puerto La Cruz 0745 VHF 72 as available

Thanks to numerous cruisers for this information, which was correct to the best of our
knowledge as this issue of Compass went to press. Radio heads: Interested in becoming a
fact-checker of this schedule for future issues? Contact sally@caribbeancompass.com.

General Net
Procedures

Nets are run by the Net Controller (NC). He or
she will usually begin with a preamble, identify-
ing himself, stating the objectives of the net, per-
haps giving some emergency information or infor-
mation of general interest (such as a weather
forecast), and ending with a call for traffic. This is
your signal to call in with your boat name or ham
call sign. The NC will recognize you and perhaps
several others, forming a call list. He will then call
you in one at a time, giving each an opportunity
to speak with him one-on-one — which everyone
else will hear, of course.

You can ask to call another station for a brief
conversation on the net frequency. If you wish to
speak to that station at length, you should ask to
take that station to another frequency (referred to
as a “QSY").

When you are finished with your contact with
the NC, you sign off with your boat name and
your status (“standing by” or “shutting down”).
The NC will then recognize the next boat, and so
on. If you need to re-enter the net you can call
“re-entry” anytime the NC is calling for new traf-
fic. This should be used judiciously.

If you have information that someone is request-
ing, you may insert the word “info” at an appro-
priate break in the conversation. If the NC does
not have the information he will usually ask if
anyone does have it, and that is your entry. If you
hear a station that you wish to speak to, insert
the word “contact” and the NC will call you in at
the first logical break.

Insertion of the word “break” infers a higher
degree of urgency, which the NC will try to recog-
nize. The use of the double break (“break, break”)
implies an emergency situation, which requires
immediate attention. All of these “insertions” tend
to disturb the natural flow of the net and should
be used with care.

The NC will usually close the net officially at
some specified time or after there are no more
responses to calls for traffic.

@ REMEMBER
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Free Courtesy Bikes at Island Water World, St. Maarten
Sean Kennelly reports: Are you a cruiser with a
road transportation problem wi

St. Maarten? Want to do a little sightseeing? Need
to do a little shopping at the local stores and tired
of walking?

No problem: we have a whole batch of bicycles at
Island Water World available for your use. Just ask af
reception or at the cashier and we will do our best to
help you.

We do ask for a US$50 deposit, which is of course
fully refundable if you return most of the bike!

For more information about Iskand Water World see
ad on page 56.

Grenada Has New Director of Tourism

The Chairman of the Board of Directors of the
Grenada Board of Tourism, Richard Strachan,
announced on November 23rd, 2010 that Simon Stiell
has been appointed to serve as Director of Tourism.
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Left to right: Nilkcoyan Roberts, Head of Product
Development and Customer Services; Margaret Epps,
Head of Marketing: Theresa La Touche, Head of
Administrative Services; Richard Strachan, Chairman
of the Board of Directors; Simon Stiell, Director

of Tourism

He brings fo the Grenada Board of Tourismm more than
two decades of accomplishments in sales, marketing
and enterprise management, garered during his ten-

ure at a number of infernational blue chip companies.
In addition, Mr. Stiell has also served as both a mem-
ber and Chairman of the Board of Directors of the
Grenada Board of Tourism. Mr. Stiell is managing
director of a property development and real estate
company in Grenada and holds an MBA from the
London Business Centre (University of Westminster).

Dockwise Delivers Four Shiploads of Yachts
to Martinique

Nadine Massaly reports: As always at this time of
year, sailors are ready for the Caribbean sailing sea-
son. An ever-growing number of yacht owners chose
to have their boat fransported by Dockwise Yacht
Transport, the company that fransfers boats from the
Mediterranean Sea to the Caribbean. After 2009, a
year of moderate business activity, in 2010 Martinique,
for the first time, welcomed no fewer than four ships
within a 45-day period. Yacht Express, the first one of
those, arrived in Marin on November 18th, 2010, with
17 yachts on board.

The Super Servant 3 (853) and Super Servant 4 (S54),
two sister ships, raced across the Aflantic causing a
“fraffic jam” in Marin Bay when they arrived fogether.
Immediately after it had unloaded, the S53 set to
leave in the afternoon of November 28th to make
room for the S$4. The harbor pilot had to jump from
one ship to the other in that afternoon! The bay and
entry channel in Marin are indeed too small to
accommodate two such ships at the same time. The
SS$4'had to circle around for 24 hours awaiting the
S$83’s departure. There again, about 20 yachts and
smaller boats were unloaded info the Caribbean Sea.
The docks of Marin Marina suddenly looked totally dif-
ferent with those wonderful yachts waiting in line.

Dockwise Yacht Transport, Douglas Yacht Services,
the Tourism Office and the Port Authority welcomed
the crewmembers with a party filled with music, danc-
ing and local rum punch, to everyone’s enjoyment.

As of this writing, M/V Explorer, the last ship expect-
ed in Marin atf the end of 2010, was scheduled to
arrive between Christmas and New Year’s Day, also
fully loaded.

The first return frip to the Mediterranean should start
on March 9th, 2011.

DYT’s unique float-on, float-off method makes it pos-
sible for yachts to board the semi-submersible yacht
carrier under their own power, which makes opera-
tions safer and quicker.

For information about schedules, destinations and
prices, contact Nadine, area representative in Marin:
tel (696 596) 74 15 07, cell (696 696) 22 88 13, Nadine@
dockwise-yt.com.

For more information on Dockwise Yacht Transport
see ad on page 19.

Budget Marine to Sponsor Spice Island
Billfish Tournament

Gary Clifford reports: The most popular and produc-
tive fishing fournament in the Southern Caribbean just
moved up another notch with the induction of a pres-
tigious title sponsor: Budget Marine, the leading chan-
dlery in the Caribbean.

With a three-year contract signed, the event will
now be known as the “Budget Marine Spice Island
Billfish Tournament”, starting with the 42nd tournament
scheduled to run from January 23rd through 27th.
Budget Marine have stated their desire fo help the
Spice Island Billfish Tournament become a fruly world
class event. Strategies to achieve this will coommence
with the marketing of the event through their outlets
Caribbean wide. Tournament chairman, Richard
Mclintyre, commented that this is the first time since
the event’s inception in 1964 that it has had a fitle
sponsor and he considers this a big step forward in the
development of the event.

Mr. Mclintyre expressed his gratitude to all the spon-
sors including Carib Beer, Grenada Board of Tourism
and Camper & Nicholsons Port Louis Marina, without
whom the event could not continue. He also thanked
the Grenada Yacht Club, long-tfime home of the tour-
nament, for the continued use of their facilities and
AllyDay Creative Projects, the event’s marketing rep-
resentative since 2009.

SIBT remains a qualifying fournament in the IGFA
Offshore championship. It is also the first event in the
Southern Caribbean Billfish Circuit.

Generally acknowledged as the premier billfish tour-
nament in the Southern Caribbean, SIBT attracted a
record 51 boats in 2010 carrying 244 anglers who
released 68 billfish. The anglers came from Antigua,
Barbados, Grenada, Ireland, Martinique, St. Lucia,
Trinidad & Tobago and the United Kingdom. With
Budget Marine’s help it is anticipated that even more
boats will be attending in 2011. Anglers from the UK,
Ireland, Barbados and Trinidad & Tobago have
already registered online for this year’s SIBT at www.
sibtgrenada.com. Registration day is January 23rd at
the Grenada Yacht Club.

For more information on the tournament call Kira
Francis on (473) 435-3842 or 533-8454.

For more information on Budget Marine see ad on
page 2.

Coming: Dominica’s First Full-Service Boatyard

The Dominica Marine Cenfter is in the final stages of
setting up Dominica’s first full-service boatyard. The
yard will accommodate all vessels that could fit on a
trailer, outboard or inboard, plus small keeled yachts.
There will be a sales showroom for Mercury Marine,
Northemn Lights gensets, and Yanmar; a workroom with
modern equipment; covered and un-covered boat
storage; manual boat lifts and engine lifts; gel-coat
and fiberglass repairs; carpentry: cleaning and
pressure-washing facilities on site. The yard will also
showcase Boston Whaler boat sales and rentals, and
trailer sales and rentals. There will also be facilities for
the easy installation of outboards as large as the
Verado 350 SCi.

Dominica has been waiting patiently for a Marine
Center where everything could be done in one loca-
tion. This first-of-its-kind facility on the island will be
located near Dominica Marine Center’s main store in
Roseau. A larger facility, offering similar services and
equipped with 50- to 70-ton travellifts capable of han-
dling large vessels, is planned in the near future at a
location in Portsmouth.

For more information on Dominica Marine Services
see ad on page 21.

—Continued on next page
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A&C Yacht Brokers say ‘Mercil”

Many of you Compass readers visit the French ver-
sion of our website, www.bateaux-antilles.fr, and we
thank you. Click on the “English” buttfon and navigat-
ing the site gets even easier! Your opinions, comments
and questions are contributions that allow us to con-
tinuously develop and shape our website to better
meet your needs.

Are you selling your boat? We are at your disposal
to arrange its sale and post it on our various websites.
Do not hesitate fo contact us by phone or via the
contfact form of our site!

For more information see ad in the Market Place
section, pages 50 through 53.

Now Available: Doyle’s Latest Edition

of Windies Guide
It's big, it's glossy, it's jam-packed with information
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and it’s still only US$29.95! Chris Doyle’s 2011-2012
Sailors Guide to the Windward Islands is now avail-
able. This 15th edition of the indispensable guide to
navigation, Customs and Immigration regulations,
marinas and services, diving and snorkeling, shoreside
activities and more covers the very special area from
Martinique to Grenada. Cruisers and professional crew
alike will appreciate not only the informative text, but
also the crisp sketch charts, evocative photos and —
yes — the advertisements for everything from boat-
yards o bistros.

For more information see ad on page 32.

Island Water World Sponsors Training Boat

With the support of Barrington Harris, Oral Blagrove
and Ricky Jamal from Aquamania, the Dufour 26 Little
Poe was recently refurbished at the Island Water
World boatyard in St. Maarten.

Little Poe is joining the St. Maarten Sailing School’s
growing fleet. Apart from teaching prospective sailors

how fo sail and sailors how to improve their skills, she
will be made freely available to the SBO Foundation
Maritime Assistants program in St. Maarten. The SBO
aims to prepare disadvantaged young adults for
entry-level employment within the marine industry on
the island.

s i —

Island Water World staff, SBO students, sailing teach-
ers, captains, plus members of the SBO, the marine
industry and the press, gathered at the launch

Island Water World sponsored the haul-out, storage,
and materials needed for the refit to underline their
commitment to youth fraining and community support.

SBO students, sailing teachers, captains, members of
the SBO, the marine industry and the press, as well as
Island Water World staff, gathered to watch the
launch and christening of the vessel.

Garth Steyn, owner of the St. Maarten Sailing School,
expressed his gratitude to the former owner of the ves-
sel, Alfred, who donated the boat; Rien Kortenkie,
educator and founder of SBO, for his efficient net-
working; and Aguamania, Pelican Marina Residences
and Island Water World for their sponsorship support.

For more information on Island Water World see ad
on page 56.

Heineken Rededicated to St. Maarten Regatta

After more than 25 years of commitment fo the
event, Heineken has signed another three-year con-
tract to fully support the St. Maarten Heineken
Regatta. This regatta, which has become a staple of
many sailors’ regatta schedules, has developed a
long-lasting and very rewarding partnership with the
infernational beer brand Heineken.

Regatta Director Heather Tackling noted, “The com-
mitment that International Liquors & Tobacco (ILTT)
and Heineken have made to the event over the years
is something we admire and are proud of. The Sinf
Maarten Yacht Club is pleased to be sponsored once
again by this premium brand. We pride ourselves on
the quality of our event as our sponsor prides them-
selves on the quality of their product and tfogether we
aim fo bring fo the public one of the best events in
the sailing Caribbean.”

John Leone, Commercial Manager of ILTT remarked,
“Heineken, our ILTT team, and myself, are very proud
of the event we have built with the St. Maarten Yacht
Club over the years. It is truly a unique and
unmatched mix of music, sailing, fun and competition.
The St. Maarten Heineken Regatta is a magnificently
orchestrated sailing regatta that adds a dynamic
party component which makes this event enjoyable
to both visitors and our local population. Our goal is to
get better and better every single year, and it is this
drive that fuels the necessary hard work and long
hours. We invite everyone to come and enjoy the
music, racing and ice-cold Heineken with us on St.
Maarten for the 31st edition!”

The first week in March will see yachting being the
focus in this Dutch/French Caribbean island, where

the residents pride themselves on being able to outdo
all other competitive sailing parties.

New Director at Store Bay Marine, Tobago

Store Bay Marine Services in Tobago has a new
Marketing Director, Katy Young. Katy tells us, *l grew
up in Cornwall, England, where | learnt to sail and
scuba dive. Diving and sailing has led to an interest in
the marine environment and conservation, and has
taken me to the Caribbean, the South Pacific and
Egypt. Professionally | trained as a journalist, first work-
ing in newspapers before moving to radio. I've
worked for the BBC for the past ten years and helped
market new start-up businesses in Comwall. My role at
Store Bay Marine Services will be marketing director
and expansion co-coordinator. The company is look-
ing fo open premises in Charlotteville, offering the
same services that are on offer in Store Bay. Over the
coming months | will be organizing the opening of
these new premises. | will also be responsible for co-

writing a new cruising guide for Tobago, as well as
keeping the sailing community informed about all the
issues facing Tobago. | will also be keeping the Store
Bay Marine Services’ website (www.sbms.co.tt) up to
date, and the SBMS Facebook page (the link is avail-
able on our home page), which has regular weather
postings and information.

“This is a really exciting opportunity fo become
involved in developing a first class cruising environ-
ment for Tobago. This island has so much to offer —
beautiful, safe, quiet anchorages, friendly locals and

stunning scenery,” says Katy.
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Turtle Catch Prompts Formation
of Trini Eco Warriors

In early October 2010, Kyle de Lima, a Trinidadian
commercial diver, was on his way back to shore from
a dive site when the owner of the chartered fishing
pirogue made a detour to haul in a previously set net.
Kyle thought nothing strange of this — until the
moment he saw the net being hauled onto the boat,

with five endangered Green turtles, helplessly flapping
their fins, entangled in the net.

On his way home Kyle called Marc de Verteuil, a
friend and avid outdoorsman, and told him the story.
Both men were convinced that a crime had taken place,
and were particularly outraged at the blatant manner
in which the fishermen had displayed their catch. They
agreed that “something should be done to stop this”
and that it was time to start an organization to protect
not only the turtles that pass through Trinidad &
Tobago’s waters, but also the environment.

The organization Trini Eco Warriors was formed on
Facebook by Kyle, who invited Marc and Stephen
Broadbridge, a nature photographer, to become mem-
bers. Trini Eco Warriors is now registered as a not-for-
profit company, focusing not just on turtles but on the
environment as a whole, with a stated mission to “use
engaging video, photography, investigative reporting
and educational programs to bring environmental
awareness to the public”.

Like most Trinidadians, Kyle thought that turtles
were a protected species. After all, Trinidad is home to
the world’s second-largest nesting population of the
magnificent Leatherback turtle. The Leatherback’s
evolutionary roots go back more than 110 million
years, but today some scientists fear they may become
extinct in as little as 20 years. Trinidad has the world’s
second-largest nesting ground, with thousands of
turtles (fewer than 30,000 are thought to exist in the
entire Atlantic) laying their eggs on the island’s beach-
es. Along Trinidad’s northeast and eastern coast there
are several community-based groups in villages such
as Grand Riviere and Matura which, mainly through
organized beach patrols, have managed to drastically
reduce the poaching of the turtles and their eggs. To
facilitate this, the government has declared the Matura
and Grand Riviere beaches “protected” during the

nesting season. To the casual observer it may seem as
if sea turtles (listed as endangered or critically endan-
gered by ICUN, the world’s oldest, largest environmen-
tal network) are well protected in T&T, but nothing
could be further from the truth.

The Fisheries Act of 1916 legalizes the turtle harvest dur-
ing the hunting season, which takes place between October
1st and February 28th each year. A later amendment to
this Act, in 1975, gives the turtles limited protection, but
owing to loopholes in the law it is practically unenforceable,
making the turtle hunt a virtual free-for-all.

Luckily the Leatherbacks’ natural migratory pattern,
which goes right around the Atlantic, leads them in to
T&T's territorial waters and beaches outside of the
hunting season. One danger for the Leatherback tur-
tles is entanglement in nets. Per annum about 1,000
are estimated to drown due to entanglement in T&T's
waters. Turtle Exclusion Devices could be used to pre-
vent this, but the traditional use of artisan nets makes
this impossible, meaning that local fishermen will have

to be taught new fishing techniques, and the authori-
ties will have to enforce their use, if the Leatherbacks
are to survive. It is also very doubtful that the foreign
trawlers in T&T’s waters comply with this rule.

Although all species of sea turtles are listed as
endangered, there are legal hunting seasons in many
Caribbean countries including Trinidad & Tobago.

A new group has been formed in Trinidad to address
this and other concerns

The other species, i.e. the Green, Hawksbill,
Loggerhead, and Olive Ridley turtles, are less migra-
tory and spend more of their lifecycle in one spot,
exposing them to the local turtle hunt.

Unfortunately the legal slaughter of turtles is not
restricted to Trinidad & Tobago. They can be legally
caught during hunting season in Anguilla (at present
there is a moratorium in effect), Antigua & Barbuda,
the Bahamas, the BVI, Cayman Islands, Dominica,
Grenada, Haiti, Montserrat, St. Kitts & Nevis, St. Lucia
(moratorium declared, which has lapsed without legis-
lative change), St. Vincent & the Grenadines, and the
Turks & Caicos Islands.

Because turtles migrate between nesting and feeding
grounds throughout the Wider Caribbean, the conser-
vation efforts of islands like Jamaica and Barbados are
rendered meaningless when the turtles move on to
other islands where it is legal to hunt.

Kyle and Marc decided to document the turtle hunt
in Trinidad, which led to “The Legal Slaughter of
Endangered Sea Turtles in Trinidad” — a 15-minute
film recorded on a hand-held digital camera.

—Continued on next page
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The film opens with a scene of sea turtles lying on
their backs in the sun (kept alive this way for days or
weeks so the meat will be fresh for sale) followed by
gruesome footage of a slaughter, in which a turtle is
cut away from its shell and chopped repeatedly with a
dull cutlass. The rest of the film shows Marc and Kyle
investigating the turtle trade at fishing depots and
markets throughout Trinidad. The video has a huge
shock value. It has been aired on local television and
is posted on YouTube (www.youtube.com/
watch?v=mIWdryEyMtg) and the Trini Eco Warriors
Facebook page (www.facebook.com/pages/Trini-Eco-
Warriors/162715583747492), where it has already
been viewed by thousands.

The Trini Eco Warriors crew wants to document and
film the turtle hunt “up the islands”, and are looking
for a sympathetic yachtsman who will sail them as far
north as St. Vincent or St. Lucia, stopping off at vari-
ous islands along the way for filming. Marc says, it will
be an Eco adventure for a good cause!

For more information contact the Trini Eco Warriors at
triniecowarriors@gmail.com or call Marc de Verteuil at
(868) 310-9099.

Compass Writer Wins Caribbean Young Scientist
2010 Award

At the 17th Biennial Conference of the Caribbean
Academy of Sciences (CAS), held in Antigua in
November 2010, Jo-Anne Nina Sewlal, a PhD student
in arachnology at the University of the West Indies and
a frequent contributor to Caribbean Compass, was
announced the winner of the CAS-TWAS (The Academy
of Sciences for the Developing World) Young Scientist
Award for 2010. She was presented the award by the
Honourable Mr. Baldwin Spencer, Prime Minister of
Antigua & Barbuda. Sewlal is the first female recipient
of the award in the history of the Academy.

The CAS was inaugurated in Trinidad in 1988, and
is organized under five divisions covering the natural,
agricultural, medical, engineering and social sciences.
The current membership stands at more than 200
members, and includes scientists from the English-
speaking Caribbean, Guadeloupe, Cuba, Guyana and
Suriname. It has chapters in Trinidad & Tobago,
Barbados, Jamaica, Grenada and Antigua.

Jo-Anne Nina Sewlal holds B.Sc. and M.Phil degrees
from the University of the West Indies, St. Augustine,
Trinidad, and is currently pursuing her PhD. Most of
her research focuses on the spider fauna of the
Eastern Caribbean and South American regions. In
addition to Trinidad and Tobago, she has conducted
research on the islands of St. Kitts, Nevis, Anguilla,
Antigua, Grenada, Montserrat and St. Lucia.

She is a Fellow of the Linnaean Society of London
and a member of the Society of Biology, Royal
Entomological Society and American Arachnological
Society, from which she received a record three con-
secutive Vincent Roth Awards — a first in the Society’s
history. Sewlal is also one of the first recipients of the
Darwin Scholarship Programme, which was awarded
to 35 persons worldwide.

Sewlal is also the author of 23 scientific publications
and more than 235 general publications in the areas
of biodiversity, ecology and the environment. She is

the author of the book entitled Ecological Studies of
Web-Building Spiders: Studies of Four Tropical Species,
based on her Master’s research.

In addition to being an author, Sewlal has acted as
a reviewer for the Caribbean Journal of Science and is
a language reviewer for the journal Zootaxa, both
international peer-reviewed journals. She is on inter-
national and local committees dealing with education
and website development.

Sewlal was a visiting researcher at the Smithsonian
Institution at Washington DC where she identified
their collection of spiders from Tobago. She has also
developed a website on her research which includes a
photo gallery of the spider species found in Trinidad &
Tobago and the Eastern Caribbean to facilitate their
identification in the region.

In addition to her research on spiders, Sewlal has
also written papers on two ant species found in
Trinidad and was the second-prize winner of the Royal
Entomological Society’s Student Award 2007 for her
essay on ants, the only winner from the Caribbean
that year.

Antigua & Barbuda’s Prime Minister Baldwin Spencer
congratulates the Caribbean Young Scientist of 2010,
Jo-Anne Sewlal

She is a member of various committees including the
educational committee for the American Arachnological
Society (AAS) and the local NGO, Environment TOBAGO,
where she edits their quarterly newsletter and writes a
weekly environmental column on their behalf which is
published in Tobago News. She is also on the website
committees for AAS and for the InterAmerican Network
of Academies of Sciences (IANAS).

Carriacou MPA Representative Attends Regional
Gathering of Marine Scientists

Davon Baker of Carriacou’s Sandy Island/Oyster Bed
Marine Protected Area participated in the 63rd annual
meeting of the Gulf and Caribbean Fisheries Institute
(GCFI) held in San Juan, Puerto Rico in November.
This is the largest gathering of scientists, researchers,
fishers and natural resource managers in the Caribbean
region, with some 300 participants from 36 countries.

Mr. Baker explains, “This regional meeting is a great
opportunity for park managers, scientists and fishers to
come together to share experience and knowledge on the
current situation of marine and coastal resources. It is
a place for all parties to share their experience and have
a voice along with experts from around the region.”

The week included an extensive program of presen-
tations, meetings and training workshops, plus the
announcement of the Gladding Memorial Award win-
ner. This award recognizes fishers who demonstrate
an ongoing and long-term commitment to the sustain-
able use and conservation of marine resources in the
Wider Caribbean region. For the first time ever, the
award this year was won by a female fisher, Angélica
Méndez from Guatemala.

Executive Director of GCFI Dr. Bob Glazer remarked,
“The award recipients represent true fisher visionaries

b L r)
Davon Balcer (back row, fourth from left) of Carriacou
with other regional marine park managers, scientists
and fishers at the 63rd annual meeting of the Gulf
and Caribbean Fisheries Institute

and serve as excellent ambassadors for fisheries con-
servation in the Wider Caribbean. We believe that fish-
ers must be engaged and empowered to be part of the
process of managing our shared marine resources in a
sustainable manner.”

Mr. Baker commented, “We depend upon our natu-
ral resources for our livelihoods and we need to pro-
mote sustainable practices so that our children and
their children can continue to fish and so that we can
all benefit from a healthy environment in the future.”

He described the outcomes of the meeting: “Our
most important action now is to scale up currently
successful local practices to the national and even the
regional level. We want to apply what we've learned
here from science to secure our livelihoods and con-
tribute to sustainable fisheries and well-managed
marine protected areas.”

Mr. Baker also took part in an international training
workshop offered at the meeting by the World Wildlife
Fund and the Wider Caribbean Sea Turtle Conservation
Network to help local conservationists come to grips
with the potential impacts of climate change.

The gathering of managers, fishers and scientists
was made possible with funding from the Embassy of
Finland to CARICOM as part of their commitment to
encourage environmental conservation in the Wider
Caribbean.

For more information see wwuw.gcfi.org or contact Davon
Baler on tel (473) 443-6026 or siobmpa@gmail.com.
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25TH ANNUAL ATLANTIC RALLY FOR CRUISERS

year as the sailing sea- Islands to the Caribbean. As a result of the suc-
EVERY son in Europe ends, cess of the first ARC he founded the World
hundreds of yachts Cruising Club (WCC), which specializes in inter-
voyage to the Caribbean to cruise for the winter or lon- national sailing events including the ARC,
ger. What does it take to sail a yacht across the Atlantic? which has run every year since. In 1999 Cornell
Basically, a seaworthy boat, some sailing skills, about sold his interest in the WCC, which is now a
two to three weeks, and the will to succeed. What does team headed up by UK-based Managing Director
Andrew Bishop.

it take to organize more than 200 yachts — a veritable
village of some 1,300 people — to sail across the Atlantic
en masse? It takes... well, a village.

In 1986 Romanian-born Jimmy Cornell organized by Sally Erdle
the first Atlantic Rally for Cruisers (ARC), a fleet of
yachts of various nationalities sailing from the Canary

Belgian-Canadian Marc Verstraeete van de

Weyer on the French-built Prometa catamaran

Bobobo says, “This is my third ARC, and the

start of a world sail with no coming back. We

appreciate the ARC atmosphere; especially at the

start of a circumnavigation or a long voyage, not to be totally

on your own is a good way to begin, to test the boat and

release from society step by step. It builds confidence; you can

mess up and know you have backup. And there is lots of

exchange of information and experience with other people —
you have 230 other boats you can just go to and talk.”

And just as the yachts in the ARC don’t go it alone, neither
does the WCC. ARC 2010 major sponsors included the
Tourist Board of Gran Canaria, the Port Authority of Las
Palmas, the Saint Lucia Tourist Board, IGY Marinas and
Rolnautic chandlers, and was run in association with
Yachting World magazine. And at the St. Lucia finish line,
the Saint Lucia Tourist Board, IGY’s Rodney Bay Marina,
and the St. Lucia Yacht Club, plus a host of local busi-
nesses, joined forces with WCC to make the Silver Jubilee
ARC extra-special.

One of the special aspects of the 25th annual ARC was
unexpected: Hurricane Tomas hit the southern part of St.
Lucia on October 30th. Would the island be ready to wel-
come the worlds’ largest yacht rally? ARC headman Andrew
says, “The authorities in St. Lucia assured us that everything
in the north part of the island was fine, and the High
Commissioner reinforced the message that the best thing we
could do for St. Lucia was to come ahead. So we sent an
e-mail to every past ARC participant on our database with
details on how they could contribute to the hurricane relief,
and got a good response. The ARC boats also brought food
and other supplies.”

H31S04 X3V
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The ‘ARC Village’ at Rodney Bay Marina was a _focal point by
day and by night for the more than a thousand sailors
arriving in St. Lucia during the Silver Jubilee event
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—
S|l i part of the Renaissance Anda Besset and Caning and can
accommodate mane than 50 yackts,
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MARINA ewver maach of this pictureigue waterfront community combining the Lirgest

Tek: (s297) 588-0260 - Fax: (+207) 588-0261 | waww.renalssancemarinacom | Channel 16 | Renaksance Marketplace, Oranjestad Aruba

enfertanment and shopping facility in Aruba with the matural beauty of the
Marina, Renaiancos Mariea can sccommodate yachts up Lo 200"

The marina supplies freih running water and 1107230,/ 360 60 electricity,
salelite TV with security guasds on duty 24 hours a day.
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On November 21st 2010, 233 yachts from 26 nations sailed across the start line
at Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, bound for Rodney Bay, 2,700 nautical miles away.

i cm—

The World Cruising Club team, with Managing Director Andrew Bishop front and
center — ‘a good organization!” says the crew of yacht H20, and marina manager
Adam Foster says that when things got busy on the docks, ‘they jumped right in’

The voyage usually takes between 18 and 24 days. The ARC course record, set in
20086, is 11 days, 5 hours, 32 minutes and 30 seconds. It was not broken this year
as the weather continued to be “special”. The first sailboat to finish, the Swan 80
Berenice, took just over 14 days; the largest group of arrivals in a single day (41)
finished on December 14th after a 23-day trip — with 71 more boats following
behind. Some 50 boats made pit stops in the Cape Verde islands.

Marc on Bonobo says, “Ever since we heard about Hurricane Tomas, we thought there
was something strange with the weather. The tradewinds never materialized, and we had
headwinds from the south and the west that aren’t supposed to exist. We had to stop in
the Cape Verdes for 24 hours because of the strong headwinds. At one point, the Azores
High was south of the Cape Verdes. We coped by zigzagging, trying to find places that
didn’'t have headwinds, and using the engines when we had to.” (To see wind direction
charts for the ARC 2010 period, visit http://magicseaweed.com/msw-surf-charts2.php,
and select the desired date.)

Cathy, who crewed on Graham Searle’s Bowman 42, Indra, agreed: “The trip was
long, and it was difficult to find good wind. We diverted to the Cape Verdes to refuel
and wait for good wind. It was also more squally than anticipated, but stunningly
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beautiful at the same time. I liked the camaraderie and the sense you're not alone,
and I loved the SSB radio nets.”

The communal nature of the ARC was exemplified by a number of instances of
help within the fleet, such as boats supplying one another at sea with a spare fuel
filter, a replacement alternator, dive tanks to clear a fouled propeller, or simply
some good advice.

A popular innovation that enhanced the community feeling of ARC 2010 was
increased use of the internet. ARC 2010 supporters got together on Facebook, and
lots of crews kept busy blogging and sending photos to the ARC website where daily
yacht position reports and individual route maps were displayed for each yacht.
Each yacht was fitted with a Yellowbrick iridium tracker, with positions updated
automatically every six hours. There was an ARC Fanzone on the website as well,
and a leaderboard where you could see each boat’s estimated arrival date.

Working together to say ‘Welcome!” — St. Lucia Yacht Club’s Danielle de Roucl, the
Saint Lucia Tourist Board’s John Emmanuel, WCC’s Nick Martin and (inset) Rodney
Bay Marina’s Adam Foster

“This is the 21st time the ARC has finished in St. Lucia,” Andrew Bishop notes. “At
the time we moved from Barbados, there was really no place else in the southeastern
Caribbean that could have accommodated a fleet of this size. But St. Lucia embraced
the ARC and have been staunch supporters ever since. The St. Lucia Tourist Board is
very supportive, especially organizing activities for participants to make the most of
their visit. Arch Marez (former owner of Rodney Bay Marina) doubled the dockage, and
IGY made further improvements — good for the ARC and for the marina as well.”

—Continued on next page
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Adam Foster, Australian-born General Manager of IGY Rodney Bay Marina, says,
“Thanks to the unseasonal weather patterns, at the marina there was a completely
different operational situation than last year — the yachts were coming in waves. But
the dock and office staff handled it really well, and the World Cruising guys were
really like an addition to the marina staff — they jumped right in.”

Senator the Honourable Allen Chastanet, St. Lucia’s Minister of Tourism says,
“The ARC is a huge stepping-stone for St. Lucia’s yacht tourism, being their first port
of call. We measure how long they stay and how often they return. With the added
investment by IGY at Rodney Bay Marina and new and improved services, the length
of stay is longer. We try to understand that the income in yachting is not in duties,
it’s in activities.”

(2) 31au3 Amvs

The Dutch crew on the 46-foot Flying Swan — the 217th boat to finish —
had a joyous arrival in St. Lucia

He adds, “St. Lucia has the combination of yachting facilities, airlift and incentives
for yachts, plus we encourage village tourism with small waterfront restaurants,
dinghy docks and Creole-themed arts and entertainment, so we offer an authentic
Caribbean destination backed up by modern infrastructure.”

For ARC 2010, Adam elected to move the ARC Village — temporary stalls offering
local products, crafts and services, and also an entertainment venue — from the
marina’s back-lot car park to a prominent location on the walkway between the busy
restaurants and docks. Marina tenants hosted nightly entertainment showcasing
local culture and minimizing late-night noise (“Much appreciated by the arrivals,”
says Adam). Also new, the Boardwalk Bar on the walkway has become a hub for the

marina’s six diverse bar/restaurants. Thanks to these and other innovations, Adam : B
says, “The arrivals are wowed, and stick around.” Happy to help: Karlheinz Armbruster and Walter Seildhauer of the German Sunbeam
—Continued on page 26 42C H20, with hurricane relief supplies they brought
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REGATTA NEWS

Grenada National Sailing Academy Celebrates Results

In November 2010, students of the Grenada National Sailing Academy celebrated
the last day of their eight-week course with a fun sail around Grand Anse and a tro-
phy celebration. The 12 sailors attended the Academy’s Optimist dinghy sailing
course for three months and raced every week for two months.

Founder and instructor Nick Walters is proud of the group’s progress: “My aim has
always been to provide great teaching and for the kids to enjoy themselves in the
process. There is no reason why children with ambition cannot get through to
Olympic level. The yachting community has proved supportive of what we are
doing. and with continued support, Grenada can show the rest of the world that
there is much talent here. Budget Marine and the Grenada Sailing Association have
continued to be great supporters of youth sailing in Grenada.”

Sailing is open to all children in Grenada aged eight and up, with scholarships
available for those unable to pay fuition fees but keen to succeed.

For more information call Nick on (473) 420-9411.

St. Barth’s One-Design Cata Cup Grows
Stéphane Legendre reports: F18 beach cats had some serious fun racing at St.
Barth’s from November 19th through 21st.

The event, which attracted 14 teams in 2008 and 35 in 2009, saw 45 teams coming
this year from Belgium, Finland, France, Holland, Sweden, Switzerland, and the USA,
and also from Caribbean islands such as Puerto Rico, Guadeloupe, Martinique and
of course St. Barth’s. F18 world champions Olivier Backés (2010), Mischa Heemskerk
(2007) and Emmanuel Boulogne (2003) were present.

Initially ideal conditions of 15-knot winds and sunshine turned info gusty conditions
of more than 25 knots gusting fo 30, which led the organizers fo cancel the race to
Pinel Island off St. Martin on the last day of the competition.

The US teams were remarkable in all conditions; their race tactics and maneuver-
ing were just perfect and impressed all the specialists on board the press boats.
John Casey (an Extreme 40 specialist) and Dalton Tebo finished first, and Robbie
Daniel and Gary Chu came second. The French team of Christopher Jonsson and
Jean Christophe Mourniac took third place, very surprised to finish so well in their first
participation at this high-level competition.

Apart from what was happening on the water, the conviviality and parties in the
evenings were what all competitors and friends enjoyed most. Things were well
organized at Saint Jean’s Nikki Beach restaurant.

The organizers hope to see more competitors from the Caribbean islands for the
fourth edition of this wonderful competition later this year.

For more information visit www.stbarthcatacup.com.

Smidge Takes Top Honors in Caribbean 1500 Rally

Waiting for late season Hurricane Tomas and a succession of lows to pass before
leaving, the 21st Anniversary Caribbean 1500 fleet of 75 boats experienced strong
northwest winds and northerly swells in its annual trek from the US East Coast to the
Caribbean. Smidge, a Hallberg Rassey 43 owned by the Benbow family from
Pennsylvania, took Overall Handicap Honors.

The Caribbean 1500 Rally, managed by the Cruising Rally Association, left
Hampton, Virginia for Tortola on November 8th, 2010 affer a week of preparatory
briefings, safety inspections and social events. This year, the participants had a
choice of destinations: Marsh Harbor in the Abacos, or Torfola in the British Virgin
Islands. The Bahamas Class, made up of 11 boats, left a week earlier. The fleet sailed
in two divisions, Cruising Class or Rally Class. The latter was divided info six handicap
classes, five in the Torfola-bound fleet and one for the Bahamas-bound group.

Smidge skipper Maury Benbow said, “This was the first extended ocean passage
for Smidge and we were extremely pleased with her performance. Crossing the Gulf
Stream in a 25- to 30-knot north wind was never threatening. Our crew gelled info a
tfremendous feam. When conditions were at their toughest, they cracked jokes and
hot meals appeared from the galley. They pushed the boat speed day and night.”
He adds, “Our thoughts are with friends and family of Laura Zekoll, who did not sur-
vive the capsize of a liferaft following her vessel’s grounding while attempting to
enter a cut in the Bahamas.” The owners of the Jeanneau 46DS on which Laura was
sailing had made a decision to leave the fleet and divert to the Bahamas. Steve
Black, Founder of the Rally added, *Maury’s comment about Laura echoes the feel-
ings of the entire fleet and staff of the Caribbean 1500."

All BVI-bound ralliers received cold champagne and a warm welcome at Nanny
Cay Resort and Marina in Tortola, where the BVI Tourist Board and the Roadtown
Wholesale hosted nightly parties for the sailors.

A return rally, the Atlantic Cup., is planned fo start on May 1st, leaving from Nanny
Cay Resort & Marina and finishing in Bermuda.

For more information visit www.carib 1500.com.

5th ARC Flotilla Gains Full Support of St. Lucia Community

Christy Recaii reports: Excitement was in the air in St. Lucia on November 21st, 2010
— time for the 5th Annual ARC Flofilla, a celebration of the official start of the 25th
edition of the Atlantic Rally for Cruisers. As yachts left Las Palmas de Gran Canaria
bound for St. Lucia, the local Lucian vessels sailed from Castries Harbour bound for
the IGY Rodney Bay Marina, symbolizing the actual Las Palmas start.

As customary, the cannons were fired from day-sail cat Mango Tango at 1000
hours sharp.

—Continued on next page
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It seemed as if every seaworthy local craft was there: sailing yachts, dinghies and
even a barge, fotaled 50 participating vessels.

“It is a huge turnout foday which the island’s boatfing community, and the local
community in particular, have really supported. The island is behind the ARC and rec-
ognizes its value,” Adam Foster, General Manager of IGY Rodney Bay Marina said.

Mother yacht Reel Extreme, veteran sailor Bernard Johnson'’s Viking 65, led the
way, hosting special guests including St. Lucia’s Minister of Tourism, Honorable Allen
Chastanet; Director of Tourism, Lewis Louis; IGY Rodney Bay Marina’s General
Manager, Adam Foster; and Bob Hathaway representing the Marine Industries
E Association of St. Lucia.

Back on land, participants enjoyed a barbecue, more drinks and live steel pan
music by Digicel Pan Time af the marina’s Boardwalk Bar, and participants were
presented with certificates.

Increased participation in the ARC Flotilla shows that the St. Lucian community
recognizes the value of the event to the island in both the short and long term. The
5th ARC Flotilla’s supporters included platinum sponsor, Digicel; gold, Heineken; and
silver, Chairman’s Reserve Rum. The Flofilla is organized by IGY Rodney Bay Marina,
St. Lucia Yacht Club and Marine Industries Association of St. Lucia in collaboration
with the Saint Lucia Tourist Board.

For more information visit http.//stluciayachtclub.com.
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USA’s Tulloch & Portugal’s Marinho Win Carlos Aguilar Match Race

Carol Bareuther reports: The ability to recover and learn from mistakes made early
in the regatta paid off in the Women’s Division win for the USA’s Genny Tulloch,
while it was a crack crew that could read the tricky wind shifts that led Portugal’s
Alvaro Marinho/Seth Sailing Team to champion the Open Division at the 3rd Annual
Carlos Aguilar Match Race (CAMR), presented by Ulysse Nardin/Trident Jewels &

April 14th_ 19th
2011
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e L RO gy Martin, v Bhotofantasyantigua.com - “It was good for us to take our losses early, figure out what we did wrong, do it

better and clear our heads,” says Tulloch. "I think that mental regrouping was a big
reason for our success.” Championing this Infernational Sailing Federation (ISAF)
Grade Two event also means a nofch up in the ranking for Tulloch, currently ranked
12th in the ISAF women’s match race standings. MacGregor is ranked second.

In the Open Division, semi-final action saw the USVI's Peter Holmberg beat the
USA’s Dave Perry (3-1), and Portugal’s Alvaro Marinho/Seth Sailing Team triumph over
the USVI's Taylor Canfield (3-1), launching Holmberg and Marinho into the finals.

For more information visit www.carlosmatchrace.com.
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CARIBEE BATIK - BOUTIQUE Award Winning Cinematographer to Film Round Barbados Race

The 75th anniversary Mount Gay Rum Round Barbados Race, to be held on
January 21st, will be the first sporting event in Barbados to be covered by award-
winning cinematographer Rick Deppe. Brifish-born Deppe is an experienced docu-
mentarian. Director of Photography on Disney’s *“Morning Light” full-length feature
and the “"Deadliest Catch” series for the Discovery Channel, he had previously won
multiple awards for his onboard coverage of the Volvo Ocean Race.

Deppe’s fiming of Barbados” unique sailing event, although focused upon Elena,
the magnificent 55-metre A Class racing schooner competing in the 2011 Mount
Gay Rum Round Barbados Race as part of her centennial tour, will also seek to high-
light the natural beauty, heritage and landscapes of Barbados. The short films will be
used by race organizers and the Barbados Tourism Authority to position Barbados as
a major yachting destination throughout the world.

The Mount Gay Rum Round Barbados Race is organized by the Barbados Cruising
Club, in association with Mount Gay Rum and The Barbados Tourism Authority.

For more information visit www.mountgayrumroundbarbadosrace.com.

VHF Ch 16 & 68

(range limited by the hills) BAR AND RESTAURANT

pY:

P.O. Box 851, St. Vincent & the Grenadines,
West Indies.
Tel: (784) 458-7270 Fax: (784) 457-9917
E-mail: wallanch@vincysurf.com

TOURS ARRANGED
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
HAPPY HOUR 5-6

Action Ahoy for Grenada Sailing Festival 2011!
The 2011 Grenada Sailing Festival offers two weekends of exciting action. Run in
association with the Grenada Board of Tourism, racing will start on January 28th with
four days of infernational yacht racing. The traditional local workboats will head for

Grand Anse Beach the following weekend, February 5th and 6th, when the
Grenada Sailing Festival Digicel Work Boat Regatta becomes a central part of the
island’s National Independence Celebrations. These high-quality events, each with
its own unique Grenadian character, are two reasons to visit Grenada, sail, and
enjoy the culture and warm hospitality.

The Festival, now in its 18th year, is home-ported for the third year at Camper &
Nicholsons Port Louis Marina, a base with excellent facilities for participating racers,
including the newly completed Victory Bar & Restaurant.

THE OLDEST CONTINUOUSLY USED
RATING RULE IN THE SAILING WORLD
COINCIDENCE? NO WAY!

VM H30 NVA 3NNO

THE STAGE

Turquoise blue waters, warm consistent trade winds and scenic islands...
the Caribbean Sailing Association Rating Rule has been in continuous use in
the Caribbean for almost 50 years. It is used in 16 territories by over 35
international regattas, from relaxed local events to hard-core round the buoys
racing! The Rule is tailored to the conditions and the racing fleets.

THE PERFORMERS

Expert, friendly and helpful third party measurers, fluent in many languages,
are conveniently on hand at all CSA regattas for pre-regatta measurement,
rating advice, class allocation and to assist owners with optimization for
specific events and conditions. This hands-on approach and active network
of measurers allow the Rule to respond to measurement issues rapidly and
effectively.

THE AUDIENCE

The Caribbean has long been the preferred destination for racing sailors. The
conditions, the variety and the multitude of cultures and events offer you, the
sailors, the best possible experience. The CSA Rating Rule is proud to have
done its part for almost 50 years.

CSA -

right rule, right place!
Visit www. caribbean-sailing.com for details of the CSA Rating Rule and
more information on the Caribbean Sailing Association.

Racing starts and finishes off Port Louis, with a new mix of courses providing more
challenging racing to attract competitive crews based in the region, and to provide
an early sailing-season ‘tune-up’ for yachts visiting the Caribbean. These include
separate Racing Series and different courses for the J/24s off Grand Anse Beach —
a great sight for spectators.

Action continues when the crowd-pulling Grenada Sailing Festival Digicel Work Boat
Regatta comes to Grand Anse Beach, with competition among the sailing communi-
ties of Carriacou, Gouyave, Grand Mal, Petite Martinique, Sauteurs and Woburn.

—Continued on next page
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New for 2011, there will be a Junior Dinghy Racing Championship on January 5th.
The Grenada Sailing Festival thanks ifs sponsors and supporters including the
Grenada Board of Tourism; Camper & Nicholsons Marinas; Digicel; United Insurance;
FLOW; ScotiaBank; Mount Gay Rum & Heineken with their agent Bryden & Minors;
Budget Marine; True Blue Bay Resort; The Moorings; North South Wines; The Victory
Bar & Restaurant; Coca Cola; SOL EC Ltd.; American Airlines; British Airways; Island
Dreams Yacht Services; Horizon Yacht Charters; Turbulence Grenada; Court’s;
Deyna’s Tasty Foods; Grenada Electrical Confractors; Southern Electrical; Steele’s
Auto Supplies; Grenlec and Glenelg Spring Water.

For more information see ad on page 15.

Club Ndutico de San Juan to Host its 10th International Regatta

Club Néutico de San Juan, a premier marina within the safe harbour of San Juan,
Puerto Rico, will host its International Regatta 2011 from February 4th through 6th,
with 80 to 100 participants in the Optimist, Sunfish, Laser, Snipe and 2.4 Meter levels,
says Commodore Ralph “Agie” Vicente.

Celebrating its 10th anniversary, the regatta will serve as training grounds for sailors
to compete in the Sunfish, Laser and Snipe classes in the 2011 Panamerican Games,
at Guadalajara, Mexico.

Club Néutico de San Juan offers a comfortable area within a big plot of land on
the San Antonio Channel, and plenty of support for competitors to feel “at home.”

Registration includes meals, goody bag, and T-Shirt. If you don’t have a boat, the
Regatta Organizing Committee can arrange for a boat to charter. The skippers’
meeting is on the Friday at 11:00am and Awards Ceremony on the Sunday at 2:30pm,
with a social gathering on the Saturday evening.

José Gilberto “Yoyo” Berrios, International Regatta Technical Director, said representa-
fives from various countries are expected to participate, such as the USA, USVI, BVI,
Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, Guatemala and Ecuador. English is the official language.

For more information visit www.nauticodesanjuan.com.

Big Boats to Race in Trinidad at February’s Carnival Regatta

A major change will happen this year: the “big boat” portion of the annual
Tobago Carnival Regatta will be moved fo Trinidad. Tobago will confinue to host the
kiteboarding and bumboat events. The big boats’ regatta vilage will be at the
Trinidad & Tobago Sailing Association (TTSA) at Hart’s Cut, Chaguaramas. Racing will
be in the Gulf of Paria, February 10th through 13th.

TTSA President Jay Alvi says, “After so many years in Tobago, it was a difficult deci-
sion moving the big boats fo Trinidad. The lack of facilities (e.g. jetty, water, fuel)
was an issue when it came to attracting big boats to Tobago. Moving the regatta to
TTSA provides for all these facilities. Of course February is Carnival season in Trinidad,
so the onshore aprés-sailing festivities are unique.

“The Trinidad Carnival Regatta will commence on February 10th with a skippers’
briefing and welcome lime. We are anficipating several racing classes, a racer cruis-
er division, Champagne class (cruisers and bareboats) and one-design classes for
J/24s and Melges 24s.”

For more information visit www.ttsailing.org.

Jolly Harbour Yacht Club Valentines Regatta, Antigua

The 18th Annual Jolly Harbour Yacht Club Valentines Regatta will take place on
February 12th and 13th. The skippers’ briefing will be held on the 11th at 1600 hours
and registration starfs at 1900, all at the Foredeck Bar in Jolly Harbour, Anfigua. It is a
weekend full of great sailing and celebrations with music, food and fun!

Online registration is available at www jhycantigua.com. JHYC has some new
things up its sleeve for 2011: visit its Facebook page for details.

Big Time: RORC Caribbean 600 Race 2011

The RORC Caribbean 600, starting in Antigua on February 21st, is set o provide
one of the biggest offshore showdowns for years as Mike Slade’s Farr 100, ICAP
Leopard, takes on George David’s Juan-K designed Rambler 100 (formerly
Speedboaf). This approximately 600-mile offshore event will be the first time these
two will race each other. “*Competition will be fierce,” predicted Slade.

Slade contfinues: | have to take my hat off to the four clubs that have made this
series happen: The New York Yacht Club, The Royal Yacht Squadron, Royal Ocean
Racing Club and the Storm Trysail Yacht Club. Also, George David, who has been a
real driving force and should be applauded for his efforts.”

The RORC Caribbean 600 and the Pineapple Cup (Miami to Montego Bay) are
the first events in the 2011 Atlantic Ocean Racing Series (AORS). This series is in its
inaugural year and includes seven of the world’s great bluewater races. After these
two races in the Caribbean, the series moves up the US East Coast to the Annapolis-
to-Newport Race. Right affer comes the Transaflantic Race 2011 from Newport,
Rhode Island fo The Lizard, England. The European races then kick in with the Rolex
Fastnet Race, a new Biscay Race, and the Rolex Middle Sea Race in Malta.
Participation in three races, one of which must be the Transatlantic Race, are
required to qualify for the AORS and IRC rating will be used throughout.

The RORC Caribbean 600 course record for monohulls is 44 hours, 5 minutes and
14 seconds, set by ICAP Leopard in 2009.

For more information visit http://caribbeané00.rorc.org.

2011 South Grenada Sailing Regatta Launched

The South Grenada Regatta 2011 was officially launched recently at Le Phare Bleu Marina
& Boutique Hotel, by The Hon. Minister of Tourism & Civil Aviation Peter David, who was
warmly welcomed by the 80 invited guests, sponsors, yacht owners and volunteers.

Minister David congratulated the SGR committee for their confinued success and
commitment. Caniga said, “We are very happy to have such dedicated sponsors
who are aware of what it takes fo organize such an event on a regular basis. They
appreciate our step-by-step developing strategy.”

The SGR Committee, James Benoit, Jo-Ann Hypolite, Lucy Murchie, Damon Du Bois,
Lynn Fletcher, Daniela Fréehlich, Dieter Burkhalter and Jana Caniga, were thanked for
their hard work. Jana says, "It is a year-long commitment fo be on the committee and |
can tell you this committee is very prudent and a very reasonable one, standing with all
16 feet firmly on the ground, always developing on our last regatfta and slowly growing.
During the challenging economic climate the budget stayed the same and all sponsors
came on board again.” Two sponsors even upgraded their financial committment: North
South Wines are now Gold Sponsors and Turbulence Rigging are now Silver Sponsors.

The SGR Committee would like to thank all their sponsors and supporters, especially
Westerhall Estate Limited, Netherlands Insurance, Real Value IGA Supermarket, North
South Wines and Le Phare Bleu Marina & Boutique Hotel as Gold Sponsors and Art Act &
Design, Budget Marine, The Wireman'’s House ACDC, Island Water World and Carib as
Silver Sponsors. Also thanked for their unwavering support were the small businesses that
are part of Le Phare Bleu Village: Palm Tree Marine, The Canvas Shop, C&J Autos Rentals,
Grenada Chiropractic Clinic, Iskand Dreams Yacht Services and Underwater Solutions.

The 2011 South Grenada Regatta will be held from Febrary 25th through 27th.

For more information see ad on page 15.
— Continued on page 26
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When you are ready to go up the river you'll follow its twists and turns through
awesome fjord-like limestone cliffs towering above, festooned with jungle vegetation,
and pass Mayan Indians in their dugout canoes. It is possible to anchor here, but
there is up to one knot of current and it would be wise to check first with locals to
see if it's safe.

—Continued on next page

Rio Dulce is an incredible place: it covers great cruising ground,
is a hurricane hole, is relatively cheap and gives you the oppor-
tunity to explore a beautiful country.

When arriving in Livingston at the beginning of the Rio to clear in, you need accu-
rate timing to get across the sandbank, known as “The Bar”, at the entrance. Simeon
and I had no problem on Alianna, our Corbin 39, with a six-foot draft at high water
springs, and friends with a seven-foot draft also made it. But we wouldn’t have made
it without spring tides, so careful planning is needed. Check out www.mayaparadise.
com for tidal ranges.

Anchor south of the Texaco garage, flying your Q flag, and wait for the authorities
to come to your boat. They are very friendly and will check your papers, but you will
also need to go ashore and take your papers to Customs, Immigration and the Port

Top left: Motoring up the Rio Dulce

Captain. Once the formalities are taken care of it's worth having a look around the Left: Flower sellers on the steps of the old cathedral at Chichicastenango
little town, home to the only Garifuna* settlement in Guatemala. Or take a launch 5 . . P .
to Los Siete Altares — The Seven Altars — fresh waterfalls and pools. Above: Don’t miss a colorful visit to the largest indigenous market in Guatemala
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= & Perkins Sabre M225Ti

N www.partsandpower.com POWERING A BETTER FUTURE




—Continued from previous page

A good safe place to stop is at Texan Bay, where a new marina has been opened
by some good old Texan folk. They have a bar and a restaurant ashore with a very
laid-back atmosphere. You can take a slip at the marina or anchor out. Either way,
it's a beautiful place, being in the peace and quiet, watching the sun set on the float-
ing lily pads.

Once you have navigated your way through El Golfete and come out on the other
side, you will notice more marinas and finally the large steel bridge that sits behind
the town of Fronteras. The marinas are all reasonably priced, even the most expen-
sive; most have pools and bars. Check out www.mayaparadise.com again for a list of
marinas and their contact details.

Once settled into your chosen marina it’s time to explore your surroundings. We
tied up at Tijax, an eco-jungle lodge with a small marina attached. Included in the
monthly price are water and electricity, toilets and shower facilities, and use of the
bar, restaurant and freshwater pool. It is unlike any marina I have been to before,
with the jungle right on its doorstep. Tijax grounds include hiking trails that wind
through the rainforest, across swinging bridges and to a small waterfall. Farther up
is a rubber tree plantation that spans as far as the eye can see in neat orderly lines
with cups attached to the tree trunks to catch the sap seeping from the scored bark.
Farther up still is a lookout tower with panoramic views of the area.

It is possible to anchor in Lago Izabal (the “lake”: a wide part of the river), espe-
cially outside Bruno’s Marina, but with launches whizzing past it can get bouncy;
anchor lights are very important at night. A VHF net is held every morning at 7:30
on channel 69 and a boat swap is held every Saturday at Mario’s Marina.

A two-minute dinghy journey across the lake to the north side of the bridge is the
town of Fronteras. This one-street town is an attack on your senses with the bright
colors of the traditional clothes of the Mayan women, the colorful fruit and vegetable
stalls covered by big sheets of shiny blue plastic, the noise of the traffic going by with
large cattle trucks packed with doe-eyed cows awaiting their fate, and the sweet
smells of the nut man selling bags of delicious cashews or caramelized peanuts.

For supplies, there are many local tiendas (stores) selling everything from food to
household items. Plus there is the bigger La Dispensa belonging to the large US com-
pany Wal-Mart. Fuel is available from Puma, Esso and Shell. There are two haulout
facilities and various engine repair places, metal fabricators and welders. Although it
is possible to get various hardware and boat parts here, unless you don’t mind travel-
ing farther afield for specialty items or paying higher prices in the local chandlery, it's
best to come well equipped. There are many small bars and local restaurants; a favor-
ite of ours is the Sundog Café, which also bakes the most fabulous bread.

But the best reason by far for being in Guatemala is the diverse beauty of the
country and its people. From stunning emerald green countryside to looming volca-
noes and crater lakes, from the majestic pyramids of the Mayan temples piercing
through the jungle tops at Tikal to the welcoming nature of the country’s indigenous
people, Guatemala has much to offer.

A mile or so dinghy ride west of the bridge will take you to El Castillo de San Felipe,
a fortress and castle built to keep pirates from looting the villages of Izabal. On a
breathless day its image is mirrored perfectly on the lake below.

A hairy chicken-bus ride from town will bring you to Finca Paraiso and Agua
Caliente, where you can swim under warm water as it falls down a rock face into cool
pools below.

Above: Antigua, founded in 1543, was the seat of the Spanish colonial government
in Central America. Repeated earthquakes caused the remouval of the capital in 1776
to present-day Guatemala City

Left: Today, the beautiful setting of Antigua is a popular place to learn Spanish

Farther afield, why not try your hand at learning Spanish in the colonial town of
Antigua, a World Heritage site? Nestled between three volcanoes, this beautiful setting
is filled with language students hanging out in the trendy bars and cafés. Many beau-
tifully restored old churches, monasteries and other buildings line the streets. Volcan
de Fuego (“Volcano of Fire”) looms in the distance, smoking and smoldering away.

To get away from the heat, head to the highlands to Lake Atitlan, a collapsed vol-
canic cone filled with water, surrounded by three volcanoes. As the sun sets on
another day, the water shimmers as it reflects the haze of the hills behind. Stay in
Panajachel, a small one-street hippy town that now caters to tourists; it has fantas-
tic views of the lake.

For a real brush with the locals, head to Chichicastenango on a Thursday or
Sunday — market days. It is the largest indigenous market in Guatemala, where
stalls selling carved wooden masks, jade and silver jewelry, and lengths of embroi-
dered cloth line the cobbled streets. Or take in the Santo Tomas Church, where
Mayan rituals have immersed themselves into the Catholic faith.

But to me, most spectacular of all are the ancient ruins of the Mayan temples
impressively restored at Tikal. Leaving your hotel at dawn, a lovely cool time of day
to start, ensures that you get to see the sun rise over the jungle canopy, the temples
rising through the tree tops paying homage to another day of their 2,000-year exis-
tence. It truly is a breathtaking sight.

Having cruised the Caribbean for the last six years, Guatemala is one of the high-
lights that we did not expect. Despite the country’s political unrest and some iso-
lated incidents, using our own common sense we never felt unsafe. The people of
Guatemala go to extremes to make sure that boaters feel safe and return each year
to help support the economy. We look forward to returning to Guatemala and all that
the charming country has to offer.

For more information visit www.mayaparadise.com and http:/ /riodulcechisme.com.

* The Garifuna are descendants of indigenous Amerindians who were exiled to
Central America from the island of St. Vincent in the Eastern Caribbean after the
“Carib Wars” in 1797.
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up to Chateaubelair, St. Vincent. My family (husband, Kirk, 11-year-old

twins Claire and Wesley, and Portuguese Water Dog, Skipper) sailed
from Toronto July 1st, 2009. As a cruising family we employ a good measure of com-
mon sense and caution in our planning and choice of anchorages and have enjoyed
a high level of personal safety throughout our travels.

Like many other cruisers, we purposely bypassed the island of St. Vincent because
of concerns over reported crime and aggression aimed at yachties. We landed in Port
Elizabeth, Bequia and fell in love with the island and the people. From the Bequia
Easter Regatta, our visit to the whaling station, participation in Cheryl Johnson’s
Reading Club, making new friends and meeting up with some old ones, we managed
to while away the better part of two months in Bequia. Occasionally the topic of sailing
to St. Vincent came up among fellow cruisers and I summarily dismissed the possibil-
ity. It was a risk I preferred not to take, especially with two children on board.

My mind was changed largely due to the influence of our new friends, Ellen and
Jim aboard Boldly Go (see “Re-Think Leeward St. Vincent” by Ellen Birrell in the
November 2010 issue of Compass) and our relationship with Cheryl Johnson at the
Bequia Book Store. “Miss Cheryl”, a former resident of St. Vincent, encouraged us
not to miss out on St. Vincent and the experience of Dark View Falls. Ellen and Jim
had recently spent time in St. Vincent and, not ones to shy away from an adventure,
suggested we go together to anchor in Chateaubelair Bay. Cheryl gave a heads-up to
her friend Gail, who runs the Beach Front Restaurant and Bar at Chateaubelair Bay,

was with some trepidation on May 15th, 2010 we sailed Discovery V,
our 57-foot Bowman cutter-rigged ketch, from Port Elizabeth, Bequia

Main photo:

Kirk, Claire, Ellen,
Elizabeth and Jim
under the arch at
Fitz-Hughes at the
beginning of

our hike to

Darle View Falls
Inset: Discovery V
at anchor in
Chateaubelair Bay

to expect us. Knowing we had a friendly face with a local presence gave me a greater
comfort level and we set a date to go.

We had a beautiful sail up to Chateaubelair, made even better by the fact that our
children had jumped ship to sail there on Boldly Go. It was the first time since leav-
ing home, almost 11 months prior, that Kirk and I were alone on our own boat!

We anchored quite near the cliff at the north end of the bay in about 30 feet of
water, as the swells seemed a bit smaller in this location. We were later advised by
those on shore that it was preferable, for security reasons, to anchor in the middle
of the bay closer to the town dock. As it was, by this point we were more concerned
about the roll than security and decided to stay put.

The island itself reminded our family of Portsmouth, Dominica in its lush rainfor-
ests, dramatic mountains and cliffs, and every colour of green imaginable. Discovery
V and Boldly Go were the only two boats in the bay. We were setting anchor as three
boat boys made their approach on makeshift surfboards, some paddling with their
hands. The boat boys turned out more curious than aggressive. After greetings, con-
versation and negotiations for some limes (John delivered a fresh-picked shirtful for
EC$5) they let go of the side of our boat and backed off a few feet to where two of
them loitered on their surfboards for hours until just after dark.

One of the boat boys told us he was 15 years old. I was surprised to learn his age,
as he was slim and small (Wesley at 11 was about the same height and probably
close to twice his weight). He lived in a house on the beach, not attending school as
he lacked the requisite uniform and had no means of buying one.

—Continued on next page
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He had a list of items he said were being sent by others he had met and was
excited about getting to go to school. He had definite plans for education and career
and volunteered that he did not do drugs. We gave him one of our backpacks to
contribute to the back-to-school efforts and Kirk and Jim were happy to provide the
necessary materials and labour to patch up his inflatable kayak (he had paddled out
to our boat on three wooden planks tied together with vines).

ST _"F -?s. i K o e

With plans made to visit Dark View Falls the next morning, we slept with our lad-
der up, gates closed, the dinghy and our dog, Skipper, on deck. The next day we
locked the boat up tight, left Skipper on deck and a boat boy, George, in charge of
our dinghy, which we pulled up on the beach beside his home. George agreed to keep
an eye on the boats and said if anyone approached the boats he would get the police
and then tell Miss Gail. Feeling like things were as well looked after as possible, we
began the hike up to Dark View Falls.

The relatively easy walk, mostly on roads, would take about 30 minutes for normal
folk but we took twice that time as we had lots to look at and much fruit to eat along
the way. How wonderful to come across a huge wax apple tree laden down with the
ripe fruit. We also sampled some oranges and avocado from trees by the road.
Paralleling our trail was a pipe that runs water down from the falls to the hydroelec-
tric power generating plant near the town of Fitz-Hughes. The pipe was quite full and
had several small leaks in it where the kids enjoyed drinking the water as if from a
water fountain. As we got closer to the falls the bamboo stands were like none we
had seen before. Closer to the falls they became forests that towered over us and the
trail. The bamboo suspension bridge spanning the river was a highlight as the kids
raced on, jumping to make it sway back and forth — oh, my nerves!

Dark View Falls is actually two falls (a third and highest one is inaccessible), the
higher one feeding the lower one. Swimming in the cool freshwater pool of the lower
falls and dunking our heads under the waterfall was a nice change from warm salt

water. Climbing the trail to the upper falls, we hung out, playing a game of Scrabble
and enjoying our picnic on a big flat rock. The place was all ours for an hour or more
and we passed only a few other visitors as we descended.

On our return walk back to the boat many local people exchanged greetings with
us and a few walked with us for a while to have longer conversations. As in Dominica,
some people we passed walked with their machetes in hand to cut fruit or clear a
path. There were offers of fruit but almost always something asked for in return. Did
we have an electric drill we could lend? Could we spare any fiberglass or plastic paint
to repair aging dinghies?

Groups of uniformed school children walked home and as we passed, the younger
ones would stop and stare, some with mouths hanging open. When we spoke to them
we would get huge smiles and laughter. The teenagers were quite bold and a few
asked if they could swim out to our boats once they got home from school and
changed out of their uniforms. Three did swim out and were invited on board Boldly
Go for a game of Scrabble.

Left: Kirk crossing the bamboo bridge at the approach to Dark View Falls

Below: Along the way we passed an abandoned house of the typical style of past
generations of Vincentians
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We stopped for a cup of tea at the Beach Front Restaurant and Bar and to chat
with Gail after our hike. The chalkboard menu announced the usual fish and chick-
en fare and we spied the cooks eating big plates of wonderful-smelling delights. The
restaurant is the only one on this beach and has a large seating area set up on a
raised patio looking over the beach.

We walked through the towns of Fitz-Hughes and Chateaubelair and the locals
were friendly and cordial. This is definitely not an area that sees many tourists and
there was not much going on by way of shopping and provisioning,.

On the third day we sailed Discovery V back to Bequia feeling good about our
adventure to Chateaubelair. Some of the crime issues we heard about are related to
the marijuana-growing season (in between seasons money gets tight) and the traf-
ficking and use of cocaine. This may be true, but like so many of our experiences on
other islands we found if you treat people well they will, more often than not, show
you the same courtesy in return.
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69.36.67W
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RIDING OUT
HURRICANE TOMAS

by Bernard Logan

The majority of insured yachts are not allowed to be within the Caribbean during
the hurricane season. I took out insurance for our new Manta 42 in 2008 through
Pantaenius UK, as the yacht is UK registered. Reading the small print, it became
clear, to my surprise and delight, that we could remain within the Caribbean for the
entire year! However, there were conditions:

e If the yacht was damaged or lost during a named Tropical Storm or Hurricane,
and the yacht was at anchor, we would receive zero compensation.

o If the yacht was damaged or lost during a named Tropical Storm or Hurricane,
and the yacht was in a marina or a mangrove swamp AND was securely (my italics)
attached to shore and seabed, we would receive 70 percent compensation.

e If the yacht was damaged or lost during a named Tropical Storm or Hurricane,
and the yacht was under way at sea, we would get 100 percent compensation.

Last year, remaining in the Caribbean was an absolute breeze; there was, as you
will remember, little in the way of weather trouble within the southeastern
Caribbean. During the 2009 hurricane season, we based ourselves somewhere
between St. Lucia and Grenada. The only disadvantage was the quantity of restau-
rants that were closed. Areas such as Tobago Cays we had essentially to ourselves.

2010 was likely to be different. We based ourselves in the ABCs until the middle
of October, when I elected to transfer to Grenada. Shortly after our arrival, interest
was being taken in Invest 91, a tropical disturbance that was developing in the
Eastern Atlantic. I watched its progress with interest and growing concern. Almost
all the computer models were predicting the track to pass between Grenada and
Trinidad; it was big. One or two predictions included a swing to the northwest; but,
in general, the feeling was it would continue westwards and only develop into a
Tropical Low or worse when Invest 91 had entered the Caribbean. I decided to move
north to Bequia, in order to avoid the worst of Invest 91.

We dropped anchor in Admiralty Bay at 1735 hours on October 28th. On the
morning of Friday, October 29th, I learned that Invest 91 had changed course and
was heading west-northwest to northwest, winds were increasing and there were
indications of vorticity. Later that evening, Invest 91 was approaching Barbados and
had been named Tropical Storm Tomas. There were quite a few yachts at anchor
within Admiralty Bay and I became aware that, if I were to remain covered by insur-
ance, we would have to put to sea.

Hurricane Tomas on October 30th

Tomas was predicted to move between St. Vincent and St. Lucia; the sensible option
was to sail south, but I wasn't happy about the numerous islands, rocks and reefs to
our immediate south and east. St. Vincent had not received a direct hit from a hurri-
cane since 1897, so I elected to place the yacht just off the west coast of St Vincent.

Everything movable was removed from the deck. There wasn't time to remove the
sails so they were bound with dock lines. The dinghy was lifted into the davits and
secured to the transoms of both hulls and the plug was removed. We have a sec-
tioned-off PVC screen that covers half the cockpit; the central section was opened to
reduce wind resistance. (Again, there wasn't time to remove the entire screen.)
Fenders were placed in the forward lockers, as were any remaining dock lines. The
ventilation flap to the generator in the portside forward locker was closed. The for-
ward lockers were secured and locked. All hatches and portholes were shut tight.
Our all-weather wind-scoops were removed and stowed.

At 0500 on Saturday, October 30th, the weather report stated that Tomas was
close to being a hurricane and was heading toward the channel between St. Vincent
and St. Lucia.

We weighed anchor at 0615 and headed for the west coast of St Vincent under
engine power and stormsail, our main and self-tacking jib having been secured.
Winds in the passage were 16 to 18 knots from the northeast with seas running at
six or more feet. We arrived off Layou Bay at 0900 and “sat” about half a mile off-
shore. There was a slight swell and winds were six knots from the northeast. It was
very hot. I elected to turn on the air-conditioning and, for that purpose, opened the
forward hatch, in order to open the air intake access to the generator; the hatch was
secured but not locked.

Maggie, my wife, stayed in the saloon, in the cool. I sat on the helm chair, waiting.
The sea had become very calm.

Suddenly, without any warning ripple on the calm water surface, a sledgehammer
of wind struck from the north. I just had enough time to switch off the generator.
Both engines were fired up and left to run at Slow Forward. We were heading west,
on starboard tack, at a knot and a half under storm jib and both engines on slow.
The waves built up with amazing speed — within seconds, they were way above our
gantry. How are you supposed to gauge the actual height of seas from inside your
cockpit? They seemed to be halfway up the mast, but they couldn’t have been more
than 20 feet. Things had happened so fast that I dared not leave the cockpit to shut
off the air intake to the generator. I dreaded to think how my generator would survive
the influx of seawater.

It became quickly apparent that the most comfortable yacht motion occurred when
the bows were at 40 to 45 degrees to the wind and seas, and on a starboard tack.

—Continued on next page
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Interestingly, with the centre screen up, I remained very dry; however, moving the
bows to 50 degrees to the wind resulted in my getting deluged by seas through the
open screen!

About half an hour into the storm, a wren appeared and landed on the halyards
running between the cockpit and mast. It clung on for dear life; the winds were at
55 knots.

We were moving away from St. Vincent, albeit at a knot and a half, with sea condi-
tions deteriorating rapidly. I elected to turn and seek cover in one of the island’s
bays. I warned Maggie and tacked at an appropriate moment. The wren disappeared.
Of more significance was the fact that, despite being at 45 degrees to the wind, our
speed had increased to 3.9 knots and the waves were broadside. It was incredibly
uncomfortable so I tacked again. It was so helpful to have both engines fired up and
ready to engage at a moment’s notice. In the event, this was a lucky decision, as,
when the winds backed to west, we would have been extremely vulnerable in any
west-facing bay.

The yacht’s motion became quite violent during the tack and a coconut shell that
had been suspended from the front of the gantry came crashing down: a tiny egg fell
out and cracked. It must have belonged to the wren; neither of us had been aware
that the shell had become a nest.

Once we were back on our starboard tack the motion quieted down. I became
aware that the helm was not too hard to handle and I tried the autohelm; it did not
seem to struggle in the slightest. I set the autohelm to 45 degrees to the wind but,
periodically, it would overshoot and I got soaked to the skin. The windvane mode was
adjusted to 40 degrees and I had a peaceful time in the chair. But, being soaking
wet and in a substantial draught, I began to get extremely cold. Maggie came out to
the helm to keep watch while I had a hot shower; I then donned a wetsuit, which
proved to be ideal.

Maggie tried to produce drinks but the kettle was a no-go. Even pouring water into
a glass was an issue. It was just safer to sit down.

‘What surprised me was that, despite these huge winds, so many seabirds were still
flying, but they were flying east-to-west or south. We also passed numerous seabirds
on the water’s surface.

I suppose the most disconcerting waves, approaching us, were the ones that began
to break as they hit the yacht. The force was sufficient to break the weld on the
forward starboard porthole. Fortunately, only a fine spray of seawater entered the
cabin: the bunk remained bone dry but the carpet was damp and there were water
droplets on the ceiling and walls.

At around 1300, the clouds north of us became very bright, a circular brightness,
moving slowly west. I imagined this might be the eye of Tomas. Gradually the wind
and waves began to clock round towards the west. Surprisingly, there were no con-
fused waves; as the wind turned, the waves turned in unison. We found ourselves
sailing south at speeds that varied from 1.9 to 3.1 knots. The autohelm behaved
beautifully, keeping us at 35 to 45 degrees to the wind and waves.

At 1700 hrs, I tried to get us behind St. Vincent by motorsailing around the south-
ern tip of the island; I hoped to “hide” off the east coast. But we were travelling at
5.7 knots in monstrous seas; neither of us felt happy with the motion. I turned to
the southwest and locked the autohelm on 40 degrees to the wind, starboard tack.
That improved the motion dramatically.

Later, as the wind backed to southwest, we found ourselves just southwest
of Bequia.

I was able to steer the yacht, still under storm jib and both engines on slow, back
into Admiralty Bay in winds not exceeding 35 knots. At the entrance to the bay,
three ferries had found it necessary to anchor away from the west-facing ferry wharf.
We anchored in 35-knot winds at the western end of Admiralty Bay at midnight on
Saturday, October 30th. One hundred and fifty feet of chain connected to a 45-pound
Bruce anchor was deployed in 20 feet of water. I didn’t consider it necessary to per-
form my usual 1500 r.p.m. in reverse manoeuvre to set the anchor; the wind was
strong enough to do the honours.

We both hit the sack with winds still howling above through the rigging; I was
content that there were no yachts in our vicinity and there were no buildings. I felt
secure. I took my GPS to bed with me and took frequent readings to ensure we were
not dragging. At 0700, the GPS showed a sudden change and I went on deck:; we
were broadside on to the wind and heading for one of the anchored ferries! I re-
anchored and, this time, did the reverse engine check. A welcome cup of tea awaited
my return to the saloon!

Damage within Admiralty Bay was minimal; although the waves had entered the
west-facing bay, only one yacht had been driven ashore. There was a lot of debris on
the streets and walkways but remarkably little else.

Our yacht sustained little, if any, damage. There was fresh water floating on the
floor in an aft cabin. The fresh water tank was okay and all pipe-work intact. There
had been a vast amount of rainfall (St. Lucia quoted one inch per hour); it is possible
one of the cockpit drains was leaking. This is yet to be checked. We have no further
incidence of water in that cabin. In addition, some hard object, perhaps a coconut,
had hit the starboard bow and taken off a chunk of gelcoat. We were lucky with the
porthole; it remained secure, despite losing one of two hinges.

When I opened up the port forward locker to check the generator, I expected a
flooded compartment and a submerged generator. All the air pipes, those leading to
and from the generator, had dropped to the floor, presumably due to the sheer
weight of water within them. The drains had coped admirably; the floor was rela-
tively dry.

Lessons learned:

e Ideally, one should go south, away from the eye of the hurricane — perhaps fly
a triple-reefed main and a storm jib and go like hell. At some point, that battering
ram of wind would help us along. If we went too fast, I have a series drogue [a Dilley’s
Rat’s Tail, as it used to be called] that would slow us down to a knot and a half.

¢ A few water bottles (plastic water bottles with screw tops would be the safest)
within easy reach of the helm would save the wife from unnecessary injury in the
heavy seas. We didn’t really feel hungry in those sea conditions; bananas and
chocolate bars would be best, and close to hand.

¢ Helm should wear a wetsuit; far more sensible than swimming trunks!

e All air pipes to and from the generator should be disconnected; the entry flap
should remain closed. This is not an occasion for the luxury of air conditioning!

* Next time (), the large icebox, which sits in the cockpit, will have a non-slip
placed under it; it charged across the cockpit like a bull in a china shop.

In our catamaran, motion was best with the bows at 40 to 45 degrees to the wind and
seas; and on a starboard tack. Any other direction proved extremely uncomfortable.

A storm jib with no main proved ideal to maintain a slow forward motion, aided
by both engines in Slow Forward. The benefit of a smidgeon of forward sail as being
of benefit, rather than lying-a-hull or hove-to, was one conclusion drawn by the
enquiry into the Fastnet debacle; having experienced it, I think it is a good way to
go. The ability to maintain slow forward motion was comfortable and re-assuring.
If I cannot sail south from an approaching hurricane to the east of us, I will adopt
storm sail and both engines at Slow Forward on a starboard tack.
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DECK VIEW FROM TI KANOT BY CHRIS DOYLE

A Container Port
in Carriacou?

The Grenada Government is considering a plan that,
if it comes to fruition, will change the landscape and
culture of the island of Carriacou altogether, and will
affect all of the Grenadines.

Carriacou, along with Petite Martinique, is part of
the nation of Grenada, and the Grenada government is
negotiating with Urbaniza, a company owned by a
group of Brazilian businessmen that wants to lease
about 221 acres (an area about twice the size of the
nearby island of Petit St. Vincent) on the southeast
coast of Carriacou. There they propose to put in a
giant facility that will include a duty-free container
port, a cruise ship port, a duty-free shopping center,
warehouses for storing Brazilian goods, factories for
assembling various products, hotels, tourist facilities,

fenced-off compound. This will forever change the cul-
ture and society of Carriacou.

The Carriacou free-port plan is on the Grenada
Government website: www.gov.gd/egov/docs/other/
carriacou_{ree_port-ecoplan_report.pdf. All my suspi-
cions were confirmed when I looked at the Urbaniza’s
misnamed “ECOPLAN”. They must think Caribbean
people are stupid if they think they can fool them by
naming a plan of such monumental environmental
destruction an “ecoplan.”

They plan to use about 221 acres of (government)
land in the area called Dumfries. They plan to tear
down the lovely cliffs at Sabazan (a place where much
pre-Colombian pottery has been found), level off the
sloping hills, and tear down the adjoining Rock Hill
and use it to build a giant breakwater. They will then
do a huge amount of dredging to make a 35-foot-deep
harbor to accommodate container ships and cruise
ships. This dredging would destroy the reefs that are
currently in the way. Even with the best intentions,
such an operation will result in a huge amount of run-
off, which is likely to get taken by the
currents up and down the coast and

and even a school for the children of people employed
in the complex. (You can read the Memorandum of
Understanding at http://grenadabroadcast.net/past-
shows/Carriacou--Memorandum%200f%20
Understanding.) According to the proposal, the area
will be fenced off and guarded, and Urbaniza will have
control of this part of Carriacou for 60 years.

I am not much of a businessman and it takes me a
while to get a grasp on such matters, so I e-mailed the
link to a good friend who has been involved in building
ports all over the world. He understands port building
and contracts. He also understands the environmental
impacts of such activities. I was surprised by the force-
fulness of his opinion:

“The program is a giveaway by the government to
private interests with no guaranteed return except for a
few municipal facilities, which may well be third rate
and inconsequential. It appears that the Brazilians will
have complete autonomy to do what they want, and will
accrue all of the economic benefits... environmental
damage (both underwater and on land) appears to be
large and there is no evidence of any real study of how
extensive damage will be or any effort at mitigation.”

The only possible benefit to the people in Carriacou
would be the chance of employment. But in a project
that envisages regular visits by 500-foot container
ships bringing in 375 thousand tons of cargo a year,
and creation of 5,000 jobs in five years, you can see it
is not the people of Carriacou (population 6,000, about
half of them children) who are going to be doing this
work. No, the majority of the workers would come from
elsewhere. A few Grenadians may benefit from jobs,
but I imagine most of the workers would probably
come from Brazil. If the project is a success, these
people will be here to stay — the population of
Carriacou would nearly double, with half of them in a

i e

destroy all Carriacou’s south coast reefs,
including those around Saline Island and
White Island, and quite likely the barrier

Left: The area marked in red includes the cliffs
of Sabazan and Roclk Hill. According to the
‘ecoplan’, this whole area is to be bulldozed
I Slat to create the material for a 3/4-mile breal-
water, and the reef that can be seen breaking
| Just to the right will be dredged
Right: Artist’s impression of what the area
might look likee if such a port were built

reef all along the east coast up to Windward. And this
quote: “Dredge material oftentimes is merely pumped
to open sea depending on permit availability” (page 18)
leads me to doubt that best practices would be
observed here.

When all is done, the whole southeast coast in the
area of Dumlfries could end up being a fenced-off, flat-
tened, giant industrial nightmare — or dream, depend-
ing on how much you like industrialization. Because it
contains anti-competition clauses, it means no other
smaller scale, locally run duty-free port could come into
existence down the line. This section of the economy will
have been given away to an overseas private company.

I also see risks here to the reputation of Grenada
itself. What exactly are these guys up to? Why such a
huge volume of cargo passing through little Carriacou;
why not ship it from Brazil directly to its ultimate des-
tination? This is not spelt out clearly, but the only
thing I can imagine is that maybe by bringing Brazilian
goods into Carriacou they may somehow become
“Caribbean” and thus can be exported under different
tariffs. If this is the case, I am not sure Grenada is
going to become very popular with the rest of CARICOM
and its other trading partners.

And since the containers would be coming from
South America, just who is going to make sure that
drugs don't get sewn into the furniture fabric? Once
things get re-shipped out of Carriacou, they are com-
ing from Carriacou. If there is a giant drug bust, who
is going to get blamed? Yes, Grenada! And how are we
going to stop that? I don’t think Grenada has even one
drug-sniffing dog, let alone a team or equipment that
could carefully examine 375 thousand tons of cargo. If
things go bad, Grenada could ruin whatever relations
it has with its trading partners. Maybe it will become
even harder than it is now to get a visa to the US. To

me this plan raises more red flags than you are likely
to see in Moscow on May Day.

It is unfortunate that due diligence has been lacking
in some other fairly disastrous Caribbean projects.
Among these I include the bankrupt Ashton Marina
project on Union Island, which left St. Vincent & the
Grenadines a huge debt, a damaged lagoon where there
was formerly a living bay, and tons of rusting iron
between Ashton Harbour and the sea; and an east
coast St. Lucia development where the developers came
in with bulldozers, trashed a whole hillside and then
gave up, leaving a giant scar on the land. Neither of
these were on as large a scale as this proposed plan.

People in Carriacou might want to talk to those who
live in Canouan. In 1999 the island was divided in two
and the government gave a 99-year lease on the larger
part to a Swiss-Italian-owned resort business. I am
told that those born on and who live on Canouan can-
not even walk around the larger part of their own
island without first getting permission. It seems the
government has given the owners of the high-end
resort virtually carte blanche to do what they want,
although a court order recently stopped them from
dredging that could have damaged a barrier reef that
protects the island.

The size of the proposed Carriacou project is so large
that it is doubtful the Grenada authorities would be
able to police and control either its building or its
operation. Grenada would in effect give away a big
chunk of Carriacou, allow it to become a suburb of
Brazil in the hands of a private company with few local
controls, and risk destroying much of Carriacou’s
natural environment and existing culture.

Not many people seem to know about this proposal,
despite its presence on the Government website. It is a
plan of such enormous consequence that it would be
terrible if it becomes a done deal without a full and active
debate and discussion with the people of Carriacou.

The good part is that, at this stage, it is just a plan
— it is an offer that has been made to the Government
of Grenada, which the Government has posted for
review. Although the Government has signed a
Memorandum of Understanding, this is by no means a
“done deal” and it can still come up with an alternative
plan that is more favorable to Carriacou.

I hope that the Government of Grenada, after further
examining this proposal and discussing it with the
people of Carriacou, will realize it would be a disaster
and ditch it quickly.
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“ it's not broken, don't fix it” is not necessarily the best axiom for
boaters. Without maintenance, we put our safety at risk. Beyond
safety are matters of comfort and convenience. Life is better with-
out having the mainsail blown out or the head clogged up, or a

major problem with our motor or electrical system.

The maintenance of a boat is never simple, especially when complicated by budget
and compounded by sun, wind, salt, occasional groundings, and other factors that
cause wear on the boat and its equipment.

The good news is that the Caribbean is simply loaded with both talent and facili-
ties. While parts may cost about the same, the cost of labor and the cost of rent for
a contractor is much less than in the USA,
Canada or Europe. This is something we can
use to our advantage.

Talent varies widely, however, as does
price. And all the islands are not the same as
to what they have to offer.

For basic work, such as sanding and paint-
ing, we should head for an island that has a
good pool of labor at an opportunistic price.
There are sailors who have spent time at Ile
a Vache, Haiti and had basic work done at
very attractive prices and were very happy
with the outcome. The same is true for Cuba
and the Dominican Republic. These
islands, and Venezuela, have the
best day rates in the Caribbean.
Knowing how to speak a little
Spanish is a big help and being able
to oversee the work as it is being
done is absolutely necessary. You
can contract workers who would be
happy to get work for US$100 to
$150 per week.

Compare that to Antigua and St.
Maarten where such work can easily
be billed for US$150 per day, and
the savings add up quickly. Keep in
mind the quality of the work may not
be as good in every instance; how-
ever unless you are having varnish
work done on a gold-plater, it may
not make that much of a difference.

At the other end of the spectrum is
highly specialized work. Of course
prices will be higher than for basic
sanding or bottom painting. Work on
electronics, autopilots, hydraulics
and work such as fibreglass
de-blistering is best left to special-
ists: Antigua, St. Maarten, Grenada
and Trinidad come to mind. St.
Maarten has a large concentration of
high-end yachts with professional
crews and captains. St. Maarten
might have high prices but if your
repair is complicated, the highest bill-
ing rate may get you the best result in the shortest time. The contractors there also
have a great deal of experience with steering issues and communication systems.

In Grenada and Trinidad, most of the boats in the marinas and boatyards are
cruising boats, not mega-yachts. Thus the contractors are attuned to working on
mid-size boats and their equipment in that size range.

There are major sail lofts throughout the Caribbean. Doyle has manufacturing
facilities in Barbados and the price for a new suit of sails from Doyle and other sail-
makers is significantly less locally than the cost would be back home (wherever home
is). And I have always found the quality of the sails to meet my needs.

How to Get the Work Done on Your Boat

After 35 years of running and owning marinas, I've learned a few things:

¢ Keep a maintenance log and an ongoing “to do” list. If your budget is adequate,
do not delay getting the work done. Delay is never worth it.

¢ Plan all of your work in advance.

* Be realistic about what needs to be done.

¢ Become familiar with the job(s).

* Research where in the Caribbean would be the best place to get the work done.

* Decide if you will you stay with the boat or leave.

All these factors will affect the cost and outcome of the work.

The most direct way to do boat work is to do it yourself. There are owners who can
fix everything, all the time; there’s not a system they don’t know. They understand
the job at hand and have the time and ability to do the work as well as source all
necessary parts and tools.

Other owners either cannot do the work or just are not interested. These owners
must contract their work to boatyards and marine contractors. To get work done
properly at a market-reasonable price, they must understand how to be the agent for
the boat.

Many owners simply look for the cheapest price and then hope for the best. When
the job does not turn out right, they blame everyone else and avoid taking responsi-
bility for the outcome.

Keep this in mind: if you give out a job, no matter where the boat is, and then
leave, the chances are that the work will not be done properly or not be done on time,
or both. If you are going to contract out work to various contractors, ideally you
should stay with the boat to watch the way the work is being done and to monitor
that everyone shows up on a continuous basis. The point is that if your interests are
at risk, there is no substitute for your physical presence.

Let’s assume that you plan to stay with the boat while the work is undertaken. You
must first locate the tradesmen who can do the work. This is not as easy as it may
appear. Ask other yachtsmen if they’ve had similar work done, and by whom. Ask
the marina for recommendations.

Interview the tradesmen and get detailed estimates. The estimates must be detailed
otherwise you will not be able to compare. You must also ask what the time frame
for the job will be. Another very important question to ask is if the contractor has
insurance. What if you retain someone and they lose a limb or worse while working
on your boat? The consequences could be quite complicated.

Once you have all the estimates in hand, and not before, call the contractor that
you favor and have a meeting. At this meeting you have an opportunity to negotiate
the price as well as the time frame and materials used. When you negotiate, keep in
mind that everyone must come out a winner or in the end everyone will be a loser.

done in

Having Boat Work
e Caribbean:

A PRIMER

by Frank Virgintino

You might meet with several contractors before you select one.

Many boat owners put much too much emphasis solely on the price. They do not
give enough thought to the materials that will be used or the quality of the trades-
man doing the job. In my 35 years in the marina business, I've seen that people often
ask just two things: the price and when the work will be done. Rarely do they ask
the details of how the job will be done, or for a specific list of materials needed to do
the job.

Will the fasteners be stainless steel? Will the cleat that is being installed have a
backing plate? Will the battery connections be changed when the new batteries
are installed? What kind of final sanding will be done prior to painting? What kind
of teak is being used? The list goes on and
on, but without it you are “buying a pig in
a poke” and may get the job done only to
find out down the line that it needs to be
done over.

Remember, when you employ a tradesman,
the lowest price is not always the best deal.
The contractor must want the job and must
feel he is being paid properly to do it. When
you over-negotiate the job and refuse to pay
what is fair, you may feel you won, but in the
end you will lose, as the tradesman will find
shortcuts to match the price. Pretty much
you get what you pay for. However, that

being said you may sometimes pay

| well and not get a good job. You
must have all the details clearly list-
ed, types of materials and methods
of installation stated, and a time
frame understood — and you should
be there to watch the job.

If you simply cannot stay with the
boat while the work is being done,
you MUST have a third party over-
see the job. It is no fun calling a
contractor long distance, over and
over again, and having him avoid
the phone call, especially after you
- gave him a deposit to get started.
/ Seek the help of the marina, a proj-

ect manager, or a surveyor — some-
one you are paying who under-
stands that their job is to protect
your interests. You must interview
your agent as you would a trades-
man, and they must have experi-
ence and credentials.

Even with the help of a third party,
remember that you still must research
all details of the job, and understand

; them, in order to get what you are

. i = paying for. Everything must be in

=~ f"—'—n_f'”'_ ) writing, in detail, and both the con-

I L Ot (RO, Ph fac% s [teegabe  tractor as well as the person who will

oversee the job must agree that they

understand and sign off. The more

effort you put into the job before it starts, the better the job will go and the better the
outcome will be.

It may cost you on average ten to 15 percent more, but if you picked a profes-
sional to represent you, the work will be done on time and properly.

Remember, too, that any shortcut you take, either in labor quality or materials, will
almost always result in the job turning out poorly. Also remember that you cannot
rush a job. Working on a boat is complicated and many times the weather does not
cooperate. Rain, wind, extremely high temperatures: all affect the job. In the planning
stage, allow sufficient time by scheduling the work long before you need it done, so
that there is no rush. This will almost always result in a better job at a better price.

Owning a boat requires managing it as an asset in order to enjoy it fully. Work on
the boat should be exciting as well. After all, you are making something better,
whether by repairing or improving — why not look at it that way? If you try to get
the job done cheaply and do not invest sufficient time to expedite the job appropri-
ately, you will become frustrated and the boat will lose its appeal.

Again, the key is to understand the work and to research every facet of it. The
proposed work must be understood by all parties. What the scope of the work is,
what parts and materials will be used, what type of labor will do the job, and even
where you do the job, will determine the outcome.

Franik Virgintino is the author of Free Cruising Guides (www.freecruisingguide.com).
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—Continued from page 14 ...ARC 2010

Another magnet that keeps ARC sailors in St. Lucia is the hospitality offered by the
St. Lucia Yacht Club. SLYC invites ARC participants to fun events at the club, plus
it organizes the Christmas Carols Afloat boat parade and, new this year, Optimist
and J/24 demonstration races just off the marina. SLYC’s Social Secretary, Belgian-
born Danielle de Rouck, says, “It’s fun getting together and getting more visitors to
the club!”

SLYC member
4 Duncan Gray manned
! the ARC finish line.
Having arrived with
ARC 2009, he received
a request for volun-
teers from among past
ARC participants who
are still in  the
Caribbean. Another
past ARC skipper,
Marjan on Spalax,
plus a cruising couple,
Cindy and Lee on
Tranquility, helped out
aboard Duncan’s
35-foot ketch, Sephina,
which was anchored
at one end of the line

Above: Still fun after 25 years. Norwegians Stale and Annelise Larson aboard
the Sweden 40 Viking Crusader. They sailed in the first, tenth and 25th ARCs
Below: St. Lucian skipper Nico Philip, left, and the British crew of

the Oyster 70 Apollonia

) 12nil Hinoa

during much of the month of December. The boat was festooned with flags and
showed a big orange flashing light “like a lighthouse” at night. (Duncan adds that
it would be extremely helpful if other yachts anchored in the bay used anchor
lights!) He says, “We had WiFi and received a schedule of daily arrivals, with
updates about every six hours. We get a call from the boats when they're five miles
out, acknowledge the call, and when theyre two miles out we inform the finish-line
photographer, Tim Wright. There’s a GPS position given for both ends of the line,
and we saved a couple of boats from missing the line. We record the finish times
and relay them to the ARC office by VHF.

“Sleep can be a bit of a challenge,” Duncan admits, “but it’s exciting. We had

three boats finish with 18 seconds, two within six seconds and two crossed the
line within five seconds: that's about a boat length. It's great to see all the
happy, relieved faces — and you can tell when the Italian and Spanish boats are
approaching the line because the party’s already started!”

Of course, everyone who crosses the finish line wins the trophy of fulfilling a dream,
but the ARC is famous for giving abundant awards in numerous divisions and class-
es, and fun prizes as well.

Nico Philip, the only St. Lucian skipper in ARC 2010, sailed the Oyster 70
Apollonia, which won the prize for the most fish caught: 30. Not surprising, as grow-
ing up in Soufriere, Nico’s father was a fisherman “and I was swimming like a fish
at four years.”

Best Family Performance on corrected time, third place on handicap in Class H,
and a prize for Best Pictures at Sea went to the Witso-Bjollmer family from Norway
— Thomas, Hege, and five-year-old son Storm, aboard the 32-foot Honningpupp II,
this year’s smallest yacht. It was their first ARC, and Hege says, “We'll definitely do
it again!”

Their countrymen Stale and Annelise Larson of the Sweden 40 Viking Crusader
have done it again — and again. The Larsons sailed in the first, tenth and 25th
ARCs. Why three ARCs? Annelise says, “It's fun. In the very first one we felt secure,
and enjoyed the social life and the contact with the other boats. We had such a good
experience that we went again in the tenth, and thought it would be fun to go again
in the 25th.” The practice paid off: Stale and Annelise won Best Double-Handed
Performance in 2010.

The ARC Silver Jubilee Prize Giving on December 18th was a gala event — although
several boats arrived too late for their crews to attend it. So a unique “Later Arrivals
Party” was thrown and they were welcomed by Andrew Bishop of World Cruising
Club, John Emmanuel of the Saint Lucia Tourist Board, Adam Foster of IGY Rodney
Bay Marina and Danielle de Rourke of the St. Lucia Yacht Club — where else but at
the Boardwalk Bar in the heart of the ARC 2010 Village.

For complete results, visit www.worldcruising.com. Entries for ARC 2011 are
now open.

ARC Europe starts from Tortola, BVI, on May 5th, crossing to the first rally destina-
tion port, St. George’s in Bermuda. An alternative start in Hampton, Virginia on May
6th for North American-based yachts also crosses to Bermuda. From Bermuda the
combined fleet crosses the Atlantic to the Azores. The final leg departs _from Sao Miguel
to Portugal, with support provided for yachts heading to northern Europe.

Thanlcs to the Saint Lucia Tourist Board and the Palm Haven Hotel for malking
Compass’s research trip to St. Lucia so enjoyable. And special thanks to all the inter-
viewed ARC crews.

With one voice: At the 15th ARC’s gala prize giving, Radio Net Group B sings their
own nautical version of ‘The 12 Days of Christmas’

—continued from page 17 ...Regatta News

Triple Jack Wins Round Tortola Again

Contending with 20- to 25-knot gusting winds on the north side of Tortola, Triple Jack,
a 32-year-old Kelsall one-off skippered by George Lane, won the Peg Legs Round
Tortola Race on November 20th, 2010 for the second year in a row, beating second-
placer igoodia by one minute on elapsed time. Jack Dusty lll, a Pearson 40 skip-
pered by 84-year-old Bill Hirst, won Cruising Class.

The 45-foot Triple Jack circumnavigated Tortola in three hours, 53 minutes and 27
seconds, missing her personal best set last year by exactly 20 minutes; breaking a
daggerboard cost some of the precious minutes needed to beat last year’s time, as
did the outhaul giving way near Scrub Island.

The fleet, which showed increased numbers this year, started in the Sir Francis Drake
Channel off Nanny Cay, then headed anti-clockwise around Tortola. After the beat,
the fleet turned the corner at Great Camanoe and headed on a downwind run to
West End where, after a quick wiggle through Soper’s Hole, it was a beat back to
the finish off Nanny Cay.

“Get onto port, get out info the Channel and get out info the true breeze,” was the
winning plan according to George.

For more information visit www.royalbviyc.org.

19 for Course de L'Alliance 2010

The 7th edition of the Course de L’Alliance, run November 26th through 29th, 2010,
had three classes — Mulfihull, Racing and Racer-Cruiser — taking the 19-boat fleet
through swells and rough seas from Simpson Bay, St. Maarten to neighboring island
St. Barth’s on the Friday.

The Saturday saw a bit less wind and lighter seas, allowing for a great sail to Sandy
Ground, Anguilla. On the final day, the fleet sailed back to St. Martin. La Course de
I’Alliance is an initiative of Marina Fort Louis and Yacht Club Fort Louis to cement the
alliance between St. Martin, St. Maarten, St. Barth’s and Anguilla.

First place prize in Racing Class went fo the Melges 24 Team Budget Marine/Gill,
skippered by Chris Marshall; Jamie Dobbs’ J/122, Lost Horizon of Antigua, took first in

Racer-Cruiser; while Will Secher’s cat, Altair, placed first and received the Jean
Allaire trophy for the Mulithull Class.
For more information visit www.coursedelalliance.com.

Pacific Puddie Jump Party in Panama

Heading west? The Balboa Yacht Club will be hosting the 2nd Annual Pacific Puddle
Jump Party in Panama City on the Pacific side of Panama on February 12th. This
free event for cruisers heading to the Pacific is co-sponsored by Latitude 38 maga-
zine and Tahiti Tourism. There will be seminars, slide shows, video presentations, raffle
prizes, and many free giveaways.

For more information contact nittefrank@hotmail.com.

April's Antigua Classic Yacht Regatta

The Antigua Classic Yacht Regatta 2011 is scheduled to begin on April 14th. This is a
venerable event for very special boats: all sailing yachts should have a full keel, be
of heavy to moderate displacement, built of wood or steel and be of traditional rig
and appearance. Old craft using modern materials such as epoxy or glass sheath-
ing, or new craft built along the lines of an old design, are acceptable. Vessels built
of ferro-cement may be accepted if they have a gaff or traditional schooner rig.
Fiberglass yachts must have a full, long keel with a keel-hung rudder and be a
descendant of a wooden boat design.

The day before the official start of the Yacht Regatta is the Boat International
Concours d’Elegance, an opportunity for owners and crew to show off the care
and attention they give to their yacht, with prizes for both privately and professional-
ly maintained yachts. The beauty of more than 50 classic yachts docked at the
Antigua Yacht Club Marina is magnificent.

There follows three days of racing out of Falmouth Harbour, easily viewed from
many points along the coastline.

The regatta has the feel of a bygone era, with the inclusion of The English Harbour
Sail Past, where you can catch sailors bedecked in period costume after the last
day of racing. The Antigua Classic Yacht Regatta is a spectacle not to be missed.
For more information see ad on page 16.
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best-in-class

ANTIGUA

Paradise Boal Sales
51. Johns
+260-562-T125

BAHAMAS

Lightbowme Maring
Hassau

+242-393-5285

National Marine Limited
Marsh Harbour
+242-167-2126
COut-Board Services Limeted
Freaport

+242-352-9246

Spanish Wells Marting

& Hardware Co. Ltd
Spanizh Wells
«242-333-4139
BARBADOS

BC Hightide Watersporis Lid
Porters

+246-432-08931

BELIZE

Belize Diesel & Equipmant Co,
Belize City

+501-223-5668

W

liam Quan & Co.
Belize City
+301-2-27-2264

BERMUDA SAD

Pearman Watlington & Co Ltd Guadeloupe
Hamiltan +500-590-269- 707
+441-295-3232 GRENADA

BRITIGH VIRGIN ISLANDS Anro Agencies Lid.
Maring Power Service Lid 51 George's

Torinla +AT3-444-2220
+264-494-2738 GUYANA

CAYMAN ISLANDS W & H Rambaran Maring
Scolt's Industries Lid Georgetown

Grand Cayman +592-226-4523
+345-040-4186 HAITI

DOMINICA La Filieree Congeles 5.A.
Dominica Maring Cenber Inc Port-au-Prince
Raseau +501-2-222-6161
ST 4R

TET-448-2705% JAMAICA
DOMINICAN REFUBLIC Jamaica Marine Woeld Limited
Aurto Marina 5.4 Kingston 11
Santo Domingo +876-757-8456

EER-ER

e re NETHERLANDS ANTILLES
FRENCH GUIANA Baoal and Fshing Paradse
Sovale sa.5 Aruba
Cayenne Cedex +207-5
+504-594-359-777
FREMCH WEST INDIES
MADCO
51, Martin
+590-590-510-540
Puces Nautigues
Martingque
+596-596-637-549

88-1316

Carbbean Nautical

Sales and Sarvice Distributors
Curagao & Bonaire
+559-9-563-T478

51, Maarien
+500-544-5310

Island Watenworld Ofishone Inc

Wehsters Maring Service Canter

Curagan
+509-9-560-6148
PANAMA

Chikos inbemacional
+507-2-25-6331
FUEATO RICO

Marina Costa Azul
Lajas

+TH7-899-1179
Marine World Distributors Inc
San Juan
+TB7-267-0888
Puerin Rico Nautic inc
San Juan
+TB7-282-6565
SAINT LUCIA

Al Island Maring Supplies Inc.

Castries
+758-452-0404

SAINT WIHCENT AND THE GRERADINES

5t Vincent Yacht Club
+TB4-520-8422
SURINAME

CHM Suriname NV
Paramanbo
+507-471-166
Hawand Marimne NV
Paramaribo
+507-474-897

- www.mercurymarinelac.com

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
Corsa Marine

San Femando
+B68-657-4723

TURKS AMD CAICOS ISLANDS
Sherock Walkin & Sons
Providenciales
+649-9-46-4411

VEREIUELA

AZF Marina Center
Maracaibo
+261-752-9511
Coaporacion Alba
Valencia
+241-842-1644
Enging Sarvice Matine
Caracas
+212-267-93548
Proenda CA
Barcalona
+281-286-5843

U5, VIRGIN ISLAMDS
East End Maring (Budget)
Christiansted
+340-513-8239
Ruans Marine Service
5t.Thomas
+340-TT5-6595
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Basil’s Bar
Mustique

Visitors to Mustique are invited to:

BASILS BAR AND RESTAURANT: Basil's Bar in Mustique was named one of the World's Ten
Best Bars in 1987 by Newsweek and today lives up to that tradition. Recently renovated, the new face
of Basil's Bar in Mustique is all that and more: offering fresh seafood, lobster in season, steaks an

the best beefburger in the Caribbean. Now equipped with WIFI, you can enjoy sunset cocktails and
catch up on the web. Breakfast service begins at 8:00am. Lunch 11:00am - 6pm, and Dinner 7:30
until late. Come to Basil’s for cocktails anytime and plan to attend the We(]nesiay Night Jump Up
and BBQ. Basil’s Bar is home of the only Blues Festival in the Caribbean. The Mustique Blues
Festival takes place from January 26 - February 9, 2011. Call (784) 488-8350 or VHF 68.

BASII'S BOUTIQUE: Fabrics as bright as the sea and as light as air... perfect for island joy.
Elegant island evening and playful day wear. For women, men and children, plus lots of T-shirts to
take home. Basil's Boutique al<o offers silver and gemstone jewelry:

BASILS GREAT GENERAL STORE: There is nothing general about Basil's Great General
Store. Bountifully stocked with fine French wines, cheese from Europe, gourmet jams and sauces.
Imﬁux’ced cigars and an unusual collection of books not to be missed. Fine foods in Paradise.

Call (784) 488-8407.

ACROSS FOREVER: Imagine decorating flour home with antiques from Bali and India.

Across Forever has a magnificent collection of furniture from Asia and l)eyon({, contemporary
picces, home furnishings, fabulous lighting accessories and more. Shipping is easily and

efficiently arranged. Call (784) 488-8407.

Visitors to St Vincent are invited to:
BASILS BAR: Located in Kingstown in an 18th century building named Cobblestone. Air

conditioned, you wi cnjo\]/ cocktails most delightful, the staff most welcoming and the meals are

some of the best on the island. Now offering full catering services. Call (784) 457-2713.
AT BASILS: Newly opened full service SPA located in Villa across from Young Island. Also At

Basil's is a collection of beautiful bamboo furniture, contemporary picces from Asia and beyond,
and more. Opening of a new coffee shop by the sea.

Call (784) 456-2602
Visit Basil’s in Mustique or St. Vincent
l)asi/s@vincysurf:com

WE SHIP AROUND THE WORLD!

wiww.basilshar.com

We are on-line:

www.caribbeancompass.com

CAPTURED BY
CARNIVAL CULTURE

by J. Wynner
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George and Ruth
Parsons with
Harvard Harps
arranger D. Redon

Meet George and Ruth Parsons who hail from the USA. Ruth, Research Professor,
Institute for Conflict Resolution, University of Denver, and George, a pharmacist by
profession, are now both retired. Although born in land-locked Colorado, this adven-
turous couple always had a great love for the water. When they were young they
owned a ski boat and were both lifeguards. So they were absolutely delighted by an
invitation to go sailing with friends who rented and skippered a boat themselves.
From then on their romance with the water surged.

Since 1998 they have been sailing their boat, S/V Malaru, in the Caribbean for
several months a year. Because they have become so immersed in Trinidad's
Carnival culture, they fly down in January and usually live on board Makaru, based
at Power Boats in Chaguaramas, until after Carnival. “This has been Makaru’s home
base for twelve years. After Carnival we go up island sailing, coming back to Trinidad,
from where we return home. We keep the boat here for the summer during the hur-
ricane season. We are really only on the boat four or five months out of the year,”
explains Ruth.

George, who had visited Trinidad in 1989 on a sailing trip, liked the place so much
that it was only natural that when they were looking for somewhere to keep Malkaru,
Trinidad was the preferred choice, especially since it was below the hurricane belt.

“It was nice to find Trinidad. It's a special place, we kind of got stuck here,”
says George.

They did a lot of chartering themselves for about two weeks at a time before they
bought their own vessel. Two years they chartered in the Bahamas and two years in
Puerto Rican waters. They have also ventured to Belize and Honduras several times,
and the Parsons have visited the BVI, too.

When George and Ruth first arrived in Trinidad in 1998, they had no idea that they
would keep coming back to the island. But they caught the Carnival fever. In fact,
their initial Carnival excursion was one of mixed feelings, as George relates: “When
we came, we ran into quite a character called Cosmos, who is deceased now. He used
to haul the yachties around. So for our first Carnival experience we were taken to a
fete at Queen’s Hall but did not understand what all the excitement was about.
Cosmos had us there at one o'clock. The Prime Minister was there, also Wendy
FitzWilliam who was then Miss Universe. We sat around feeling rather bored.
However, later on the popular calypsonian David Rudder showed up...” at which point
Ruth chimes in, “And we have been here ever since!” After a hearty chuckle George
resumes, “Cosmos usually took the yachties home at seven. But the party had only
just begun. So we stayed on. We loved David Rudder but we did not know a thing
about Carnival. We could not sort out what on earth was going on,” adds Ruth.

From that first Carnival outing, their love affair with Carnival flourished. Like their
fellow cruisers Krister and Anna Malm on S/V Kaiso (see the July 2010 issue of
Compass), Ruth and George became fascinated with the steel pan. They attended a
workshop and learned about the history of the pan and how to play it. That first year
they bought a steel pan to take home with them and continued practicing. But the
steel pan venture did not end there.

On their return the following year they played with several steelbands. Believe me,
the Parsons have seen the inside of more pan yards than many a Trini-born like
myself. They even played one year in the preliminaries of the Panorama steel pan
competition until that band was eliminated, before settling with Harvard Harps
where they played pan in the J'ouvert Bomb competition for four years from 2007 to
2010. This proved to be very rewarding — Harvard Harps placed first in the Bomb
competition in 2008, and tied for second place in 2009.

And, of course, it’s impossible to be so immersed in the Carnival culture and not
get all decked out in fancy dress and parade on the streets come Carnival Monday
and Tuesday! Performing in the “theatre of the street” represented another Carnival
highlight for the Parsons: “playing mas” one year, fully costumed in Peter Minshall's
2000 presentation and, another year, with prominent band leader/designer and
2010 winner of Band of the Year, Brian MacFarlane.

But in 2011 Ruth and George will be moving on. “It’s time we shove loose and do
something else. We have grandchildren, they are growing older and they want to
experience sand and sea, and the boat and sailing,” says Ruth. “We want to start a
new chapter with our boat. The Trinidad chapter in some ways has been life-altering
for us because we have immersed ourselves in another culture and when you do
that you learn so much about yourself and it gives you a different perspective about
the world. It has been a great experience, something you do that you just would
not trade.”

However, Ruth and George will not be forgetting about the steel pan anytime soon.
As Ruth puts it, “As a result of us learning to play pan and, by a bunch of happen-
stances, a very fine internationally known pan arranger has moved to Colorado. He
has a pan ensemble at the University of Colorado, from where I retired, and we are
now playing at the University in the summers.”

So from this year they will be based in Grenada, and, as they reminded, “We would
not be giving up Trinidad completely. Since we have many friends here we will fly in
and out from the Isle of Spice.”

I hope that when their grandchildren hear the pan, Ruth and George will quickly
bring them back to revisit The Land of the Hummingbird, and birthplace of the
limbo, calypso, and the steelband.



Partiei
Trinidad

George and Ruth Parsons of Colorado, USA have been sailing the Caribbean waters
for the last 12 years on their yacht Makaru, and have participated in various aspects
of Trinidad Carnival, thoroughly enjoying the experience.

They offer this advice: “We tell yachties to get out and get to know this culture. It
is so rich. Don't just watch on, participate!” Trinidad Carnival 2011 climaxes on
Carnival Monday and Tuesday, March 7th and 8th.

Carnival, the artistic and festive expression of the people of Trinidad & Tobago,
represents many things to many people. It is a celebration. It is bacchanal. It is an
industry. Carnival takes pride of place in the psyche of the people. It is T&T’s nation-
al festival that displays their culture to the world.

The national celebration showcases the country’s musicians, makers of the steel-
pan (originally made from discarded oil drums), steelpan tuners and arrangers,
calypsonians, soca and chutney singers, steelband and brass band players — much
to the enjoyment of their loyal followers. For these artists, as well as those employed
in costume production for “mas™ or masquerade, the season is also a paramount
source of extra income. To bandleaders, Carnival is big, big business.

The creative blends which comprise the gala experience, the music, song and
dance, costume design with its multiple facets of sewing, shoe making, wire bending,
beading, and braiding, culminate in what Peter Minshall, mas’ man extraordinaire,
calls “Theatre of the Streets” — the grand parade of bands by masqueraders on the
Monday and Tuesday prior to Ash Wednesday.

Starting before dawn on Carnival Monday and lasting until mid-day, J'ouvert is the
time of “ol’ mas™ when masqueraders parade on the streets in rags and old clothing
and, in more recent times, splashed down from head to toe in mud. Many cruisers enjoy
participating in this “mud mas™, which signals the official start of the two days of street
revelry. J'ouvert is seen by some as a spiritual journey acted out every year with the
gathering of the various tribes at their favourite meeting place to make their annual
pilgrimage along the nation’s streets, “chipping” and swaying to the sound of iron and
steel drums. Popular calypsonian David Rudder, a former calypso monarch, likens the
ritual to High Mass. Others say it is a freeing up — time to get rid of all the anxieties
and stresses of the previous year. Playing mas’ sure beats a psychiatrist’'s couch.

For Ruth and George, who have both played pan with Harvard Harps for the
J'ouvert steelpan competition, this is their favourite Carnival time — “If you do noth-
ing else, the one experience should be J’ouvert”. “I think J'ouvert is the true spirit of
Carnival”, says Ruth. “It should not be missed. It is our favourite part. Everybody
participates. I love J'ouvert with the guys in the women’s dresses and the ol’ mas’,
unlike the Carnival Monday and Tuesday mas’, for which you have to buy the cos-
tume and be here and be there, and dress up and look pretty.” George expands:
“There is something special about coming down Western Main Road in St. James at
daybreak, then on to Ariapita Avenue in Woodbrook, with the sun coming up.
Sometimes there is a light drizzle, and the older people are out on their decks waving
and jamming to the music. It feels so exhilarating”.

Another long-standing carnival couple, yachties Anna and Krister Malm from
Sweden, who have been sailing in the Caribbean for more than 40 years, share the
Parsons’ love for J'ouvert — the Carnival happening that they insist should not be
missed. “For me J'ouvert is special, very special,” says Anna who has also played pan
for J'ouvert, with bands such as Birdsong, Merry Makers, Harvard Harps, as well as
their own Swedish band, Hot Pans, which the Malms brought to Trinidad for
Carnival in 2009.

So sailors take note! If you are musically inclined, the steelband doors are open
wide to everyone. You too can participate in playing pan. If not, you can always have
a good jump-up on the streets either by joining a fancy costume band or a J'ouvert
ol’ mas’ band.

But long before J'ouvert, pre-Carnival events, starting right after Christmas,
launch the season. Yes, Carnival is a season, too — a season of shows, competitions,
making the rounds at the various pan yards, visiting the mas’ camps, féting, party-
ing. There is a maxi-taxi and tour service based at Irena Trans-Continental Travel
Ltd., Tropical Marine, Chaguaramas that offers transport and help to yachties in
planning Carnival schedules for the shows and calypso competitions. Operator Jesse
James of Members’ Only taxi service says that a very popular request from yachties
is transport to see the Carnival Tuesday Parade of Bands.

Other outings include taking in the King and Queen of the Bands costume compe-
tition. This starts with a preliminary group of about 30 to 40 King and Queen contes-
tants crossing the stage, with half their number being selected to go into the semi-
finals. From there the final ten move on to the big show on Dimanche Gras night
when the King and Queen of Carnival, as well as the Calypso Monarch, are crowned.
Dimanche Gras takes place on the Carnival Sunday night preceding J’ouvert.

Making the rounds of the various pan yards — a yard is normally a large open-air
location where the steelbands hold their rehearsals — is a must if you are to truly
soak in the Carnival vibes. There you will hear pan players hell bent on rehearsing
their piece for the big Panorama Carnival steelpan competition on Carnival Saturday
night. The excitement is intensified on judging night when the adjudicators move
from one pan yard to another, judging the bands, with the pan fans following in their
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wake. Fortunately, most of the pan yards located in and around Port of Spain (POS)
are within easy reach of Chaguaramas. There are the long established bands, such
as Starlift on Mucurapo Road, Invaders and Silver Stars (the current steel band
champions for two consecutive years), both on Tragarete Road; and recent past
Panorama champs, Phase II, another popular band with a large following on
Hamilton Street, off Damien Street just behind One Woodbrook Place. On the periph-
ery, in POS east, are Renegades on Charlotte Street, and All Stars at the eastern end
of Duke Street. Up the hill, in Laventille, is the pride and joy of the people on the hill,
Desperados steelband. All these bands have been previous Panorama champions.
A visit to a pan manufacturer to see how the modern pans are crafted should be
of great interest, too. The present-day manufacturing process that makes use of
large imported sheets of steel represents a far cry from the methods implemented in

Left: At carnivals throughout the Caribbean you can join a costume band and be
part of the street parade action

Below: On de road, J’ouvert morning. A surprising number of musical cruisers have
Joined steel pan bands

the days of old when pans were shaped into musical instruments from old oil drums
and other discarded metal containers.

Visiting the mas’ camps and viewing the various costume designs for the fancy
dress masquerade bands is another event high on the Carnival “to do” list. Many of
the popular POS mas’ camps are also within easy reach of Chaguaramas and are all
close to each other.

High on the agenda also, is the féte phase, which brings out the party animals in
their multitudes at all-inclusive fétes — where entrance fee, food and drink are paid
in advance — taking place throughout the land, in which the crazed crowd seems to
catch the spirit.

Despite all the positive vibrations, however, there are the puritans who perceive the
national festival in a negative light — as complete bacchanal and a “bloody nuisance”
with debauchery as its main element. In its large, noisy, big-party, and bickering
sense, Carnival embraces the sum total of the national experience including the
various calypso, masquerade and steelband contests, attendant with their usual
rivalry and grumblings at the final results — all an integral part of the public’s
Carnival awareness. But on whatever side of the spiritual divide these passions fall,
Carnival does have a religious connotation, if for no other reason than it heralds the
advent of the Lenten season for Christians.

Carnival is an annual encounter that is deeply embedded in the national con-
sciousness of T&T, and participation in it is the social and cultural highlight of many
yachties’ adventures in Trinidad.

For more information on attending or participating in Trinidad Carnival, listen to the
Chaguaramas, Trinidad Cruisers’ Net on VHF 68 at 0800 hours local time.

ANJO INSURANCES

Peace of Mind

Relax get
With Comprehensive Coverage for your

Property, Vehicle, Boat or Business.
Hurricane cover available all year.

WOODS CENTRE (268) 480 3050, JOLLY HARBOUR (268) 480 3098
And now at ENGLISH HARBOUR (268) 480 3093
E: anjo_insi@candw.ag W: www.anjoinsure.com

Agents for: UNITED INSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED
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Y ARIES (21 Mar - 20 Apr)

The communications glitches you'll suffer in the begin-
ning of the month will clear up after the 13th. Your love
life, however, will gybe unexpectedly to take up the slack.
Tack to get b: on course and reset your sails, and all
will be smooth sailing.

Y TAURUS (21 Apr - 21 May)
Concentrate on your cruising creativity and on complet-
ing boat projects before the 20th while communications
are in positive aspect and you will make good headway.

Il GEMINI (22 May - 21 Jun)
Love will prove fickle this month, but your sense of humor
will sail in to rescue you from any rough emotional seas.

CANCER 69 (22 Jun - 23 Jul)

Mid-month will see some choppy seas in your ingenuity,
with communication breakdowns and a lack of enthusi-
asm affecting your imaginative vision. These adverse
aspects will clear on the 20th with only a little static left
to annoy you for a few days.

$2 LEO (24 Jul - 23 Aug)
The sweet-hulled ship of romance will anchor off your
stern on the 8th, so get your act together and clear the
decks to free up time to dedicate to this pleasant aspect.

TP VIRGO (24 Aug - 23 Sep)

Be as creative as you can before the 20th. Explore the
positive aspects of new ideas and don’t let a lapse of
breeze in your sense-of-humor sails bring you down in the
last week.

- LIBRA (24 Sep - 23 Oct)

Saturn, the planet of business, is still in your sign so
hold on to your positive attitude and dedicate your ener-
gies to getting as much work as possible completed before
the 26th when this aspect wanes.

M, SCORPIO (24 Oct - 22 Nov)
If your love life sails off into the sunset, placate your
bruised heart by hoisting your sense of humor and spend-
ing time with good, supportive boat buddies.

7 SAGITTARIUS (23 Nov - 21 Dec)

Love, once again, is on your horizon on the 8th and will
improve your attitude and sense of self-esteem. Enjoy it
while it lasts, which should be until the 2nd of March. If
you chart the right course this could develop into a truly
meaningful time. Concentrate on keeping your arrows in
their quiver and don’t shoot at everything that sails past.

/& CAPRICORN (22 Dec - 20 Jan)
There’s still a nice breeze filling your sails of inspiration
and your communications skills are running well, so make
the most of it while the winds are in your favor.

»v AQUARIUS (21 Jan - 19 Feb)
There will be a warm gust of wind in your business deal-
ings around the 16th. Make the most of it before the 26th.

= PISCES (20 Feb - 20 Mar)
There will be a patch of rough seas in your love life this
month that will abate in early February. Hold your course
and let your sense of humor take the helm.

DON'T
LEAVE PORT
WITHOUT IT

B B E AN

Compass Cruising Crossword

‘THE 12 DAYS
OF CHRISTMAS’

ACROSS

1) One more than 8 Across
2) Win silver for this place

5) 2 Across day of the workweek (abbrev.)

8) This number!

10) Plump brown game bird

11) Number of 27 Down hens

13) “Four 30 Across”

14) Win bronze for this place

16) Number of toes humans have

17) “... my 44 Across 19 Across to me”

19) Delivered unto
20) “Five 39 Across "

24) Players of certain wind instruments

26) ___, myself and I

28) “ 24 Across piping”

29) A white fruit from which a liquor
is made

30) Avians

31) What couples do at midnight on 36

Across Year's Eve

36) Happy ___ Year!

38) “Nine dancing”

39) Yellow precious metal

41) Direction in which to sally
42) “6 Down a-swimming”
43) The number after ninth

44) Not false

DOWN

1) Alcoholic egg drink
3) ‘The 12 Days of
4) Canines
5) “Two doves”
6) Good luck number
7) “Six 33 Down a- "
9) A dozen
12) Rigid tubing
15) “9 Down
16) Song
17) “16 Across lords a- "
18) “...and a 10 Across in
a 29 Across .
21) Number of gold rings
22) “Eight maids a- 7

drumming”

)
)
)
) Nationality of Parisians
) Female servants
33) Famously silly birds
) Date before Three Kings Day
) January is the month
) 30 Across have this for an arm
) Tenor and bass are ___ voices

Solution on page 53



SERVINCER

For over 25 years, Spice Island Marine Services has been known for reliable

customer service. The most secure, insurance approved storage in the Southern
Caribbean ensures peace of mind with optional steel cradles, yacht tie-downs
throughout, and welded stands. This full service boatyard can accommodate
yachts up to 70 tons, 85 feet long, and 25 feet wide for your hauling, storage, and
repair needs. Centrally located in Prickly Bay, Grenada, near amenities and with its
on-site Budget Marine chandlery, Spice Island Marine Services will exceed

your expectations.

simsco@spiceisle.com « www.spiceislandmarine.com s 473.444 4342
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The City

by Jennifer Gay

Everyone has heard about mermaids but have you ever seen one?
There has been one reported sighting in Carriacou and now Alice
was about to make that two. Alice is a young girl who lives on a boat
in Tyrrel Bay. Today was her birthday so she decided to go to Anse
la Roche for the day all by herself.

When she got there the beach was deserted. She walked along
looking for shells and then suddenly she heard a faraway wailing
and screaming. Alice looked around and saw a head bobbing around
in the water. Alice quickly jumped into the water to go and help
whoever it was. When she got there she saw it was a mermaid with
long flowing golden blond hair with a tiara on her head.

“What is your name?” the mermaid asked.

“I'm Alice, who...” she didn't finish her sentence because she was
dragged under by the mermaid. Once underwater Alice found that
she could breathe. She turned around and found the mermaid star-
ing at her. “Who are you?” Alice asked.

“My name is Anastasia,” the mermaid replied, “I am the Princess of
the lost city, but one day three years ago when I had gone out of the
city exploring, I came back and the city had disappeared. The only
things left were a tablet of paper, a pencil, and a note that said ‘Alice
will draw the lost city and it will appear’, So when you said your
name was Alice I had to see if it was really you. Here is everything
you need to draw, so will you try?”

“Of course I will!” exclaimed Alice grabbing the pad of paper and
the pencil. “Now tell me exactly what it looked like and I will draw
what you say, but don’t look at it until I'm done.”

“Okay, here is everything I remember...” Anastasia poured out her
memories and Alice drew everything like she heard it.

“I'm almost done,” said Alice, “but first draw the symbols around
the gate for me right here.”

“That’s easy,” said Anastasia as she wrote them down, “I remember
them so well. I spent a lot of time trying to figure it out. I never could
find out the meaning, but maybe you can.” Anastasia wrote out a
series of strange markings. Some were made of straight lines and
others curved.

Alice looked at it and
exclaimed, “I know that code! It
says ‘If the princess leaves the
lost city alone it will disappear.’
That's why it disappeared! You
left alone to explore, so the
city disappeared.”

“I've left alone before though,” said Anastasia sounding confused.
She thought some more and then realized, “Oh, now I remember that
was the first time I was allowed out alone.”

“Well I guess you can't go out alone again,” said Alice laughing.
“That sure was a once in a lifetime pleasure. Now look at this picture
and you might find the lost city.”

“You're right; that was a once in a lifetime pleasure,” Anastasia
laughed. Then after she looked at the picture and looked back up
she squealed with delight. The lost city was back and her parents,
the King and Queen, were swimming out to find her. Anastasia swam
into their arms and promised never to leave the city alone again. She
told them how Alice brought back the city so they swam over to
thank her.

“Thank you so much Alice,” the King and Queen said. “You are
welcome any time. Just come when the beach is deserted or swim
down and tell any mermaid you see ‘Alice is here to see Princess
Anastasia’ and they will take you to her immediately.”

“Well thanks for inviting me back. It was fun meeting Anastasia
and I will certainly come to visit sometimes. I have to go now before
my parents think I'm lost but I will be back soon. Bye, everyone!”
With that Alice left but she would be back soon to visit Anastasia.

Next time you go to Carriacou go to Anse la Roche and see if you
can find Anastasia. You never know, Alice might be there too.

Jennifer Gay is 13 years old and has been living on S/V Opus in the
Caribbean for two years.
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DOLLY'S
DEEP SECRETS

by Elaine Ollivierre
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Before we look at how mangroves reproduce, let’s look at plant reproduction in

I general. Some plants (like the papaya tree) have separate male trees and female

trees but most flowering plants have both male and female reproductive organs.

The male parts are the stamens and the female parts are the stigma, style and

ovary (see diagram). Pollen is produced in the stamens and is carried either by

wind, water, insect or some other means to the stigma, usually of another flower.

I The pollen grain grows down the style to the ovary where it fuses with an ovule
and forms a seed. The ovary forms a fruit around the seed.

I So far, this is a general description of how ALL plants produce seeds. What hap-

pens to the seeds afterwards depends on the type of plant. Seed dispersal is car-

) I ried out in several different ways. Some seeds simply drop off the parent plant and

grow where they land. Some are blown away by wind or float away in water. Some

fruits are eaten by birds or animals and the seeds will pass through the creature
I and be deposited far away. Some seeds have prickles which stick to an animal’s

fur (or a human'’s clothing!) and are carried away. Some fruits explode and shoot
I their seeds out. What do mangroves do?

Mangroves are viviparous. This means that the seeds do not drop off the plant.
Instead, they stay on the plant while they grow into seedlings.

Baby mangrove plants look like seedpods. They are called propagules and differ
in shape according to the type of mangrove. Red mangrove propagules are cigar-
shaped. They grow on the tree for up to a year then they drop off into the water
below. Some touch bottom and anchor themselves in the mud. Others float hori-
zontally at first, but the root ends keep growing and getting heavier so that, even-
tually, the heavy end sinks and the propagules float vertically. When they float
into a place where the water is shallow enough for the roots to touch bottom, they
plant themselves and
grow. In rough water, the
waves can wash the
propagules away so they
are most often found
where the water is calm.

Black mangrove
propagules are shaped
like reddish lima beans.
White mangrove
propagules look like flat-
tened green peas. Both
types are too small to
anchor themselves any-
where but in very shal-
low water so they grow
closer to land than
red mangroves.

Mangroves are an
important part of the
shoreline environment.
They are often cut down for tourism development but this is a dangerous prac-
tice as it will leave the shoreline less protected against storms, tsunamis and
other natural disasters.




Home Schooling Aboard:

PROS AND CONS
FROM A PRO

by Jill Brayshaw

Extended periods at sea with school age children are
sometimes viewed with trepidation on the part of the
future education department, read: parents. We home-
schooled our son, Henry, now aged 15, for five aca-
demic years and emerged from the experience
unscathed but with a much better understanding of
both our son and the educational process, with sev-
eral undeniable benefits thrown in.

Embarking on a suitable school programme for your
children has been made much easier in some respects
as there is a lot of information available on the inter-
net; some programmes are free, some are fee-paying.
The first step, however, should be to approach the
education service in your hometown to find out if any
of the education programmes could be accessed, either
on-line or by mail. Try not to have everything only
accessible on-line — there will be times when you are
on a passage or the WiFi is scratchy in the marina or
on anchor.

The next decision is how to structure the school day.
This depends largely on your understanding of your
children’s attention span (and yours too!). We found
Henry’s attention was probably best in the morning, as
early as possible — it is usually cooler then anyway, and
for concentrated work, no more than four hours a day.

Your location — on passage, on anchor or in a
marina — alters the way work can be done. Dashing
between the islands in the swell does not make for a
suitable school day, so schedule the algebra test on a
day you are in a calm location.

Think carefully about your new role. You have been
your children’s parents and thus will be now seen in a
different light. This is more crucial in the early ages —
we began when Henry was nine, so he had already
experienced school routine and teachers. By age 12 he
was able to work on his own more effectively. There is
no easy way around this except to say that I think par-
ent-educators are probably more strict than the strict-
est teacher you have in your memory, so don't forget,
praise is always well received by your little pupils!

Without doubt, one of the marvelous advantages of
home schooling on a boat in the Caribbean is the diver-
sity of languages spoken in the island chain. There are
so many opportunities for your children to practise
what they have learnt in their programme or even begin
a new language. Even young children can ask for “deux
baguettes” in the boulangerie and their efforts will melt
the heart of even the surliest baker! French nationality
home schoolers can take advantage of the many
English-speaking islands to practise their English.

Don't forget the Spanish-speaking islands such as
Cuba and Margarita, where a little gringo speaking
some of the native language is so irresistible.

Where else can you easily conduct a marine biology
lesson if not from your boat? Conveniently, one of
Henry's biology lessons began, “Go down to the fish-
monger and purchase a fish in order to dissect the
head to inspect the gills.” In one of those bizarre coin-
cidences (certainly for us, as we are not lucky sea-
harvesters) we had just caught a 15-pound kingfish,
so not only did the fish feed us well, the head was duly

dissected and said gills inspected and drawn. A simple
shell collection can provide much information about
the mollusc species, and that’s in addition to fish and

sea-creature identification while snorkeling or diving.
Children love doing simple science experiments
aboard, such as growing mustard and cress or sprout-
ing seeds. Even boring old mathematics can be made
more bearable with course calculations, provisioning
bills, even working out the volume of a space and how
many packets or boxes will fit in there. Hang on a min-
ute; that sounds very useful! In fact, there is a real
possibility that your kid’s education will benefit every-
one. This is what education specialists all over the
world are trying to promote, in that education should
be a means to provide your child with a greater under-
standing of the world at large and you are fitting this in
with passage making, boat maintenance, energy pro-

duction — oh yes, and a little bit of sailing thrown in!
—Continued on next page

Above: Henry still lives aboard, but now attends
Beacon High School in Grenada

Below: Reading is a good learning activity underway
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—Continued from previous page

A nice way to encourage English skills is to have your children keep a log. I am of
the old school promoting hand-written logs, as you will be able to assess your child’s
grasp of spelling and grammar without them resorting to the spell-check guru on
your lap-top. I would, however, encourage any medium for creative writing, whether
it be blog, Facebook, or just plain e-mails to their friends, as any handling of written
language is an asset in their programme.

If your children have been to a land school, a good way to promote communication
skills in English is to try and set up links between their class or the whole school so
that the pupils can contact your children to follow their progress — geography teach-
ers love this especially, it really pinpoints where each individual island is in the
Caribbean.

Pique your child’s interest in history and politics by introducing them to Caribbean
history. There are plenty of forts with cannons to visit. Get them to consider what it
must have been like in the days of slavery. (Warning, though, don’t go too far down
this road as they may start asking questions like, “so people were taken from their
native lands, put on a ship, sailed to the Caribbean, made to work, then set free”
— hmmm, this may sound too familiar to children fed up in a hot salon being asked
to work complicated maths problems!)

The reality of living and schooling on the boat is that you will need a bit of space
both for your kids to actually read comfortably and write stuff down. We thought the
nav station would be adequate, but on our 40-foot Endeavour it was a bit uncomfort-
able for a small body so the table in the salon was put to use. What we seriously
underestimated was the amount of space needed for storage of school materials.
Even if a lot of your programme is on-line you still need some space just to store the
paper stuff. For example, if your children make notes on a trip ashore there will be
an amount of drawings and hard copy to store.

Unless you are on a catamaran, schoolwork on a passage is difficult — even keep-
ing the books or computer in one place is hard. So be flexible about the programme
or lesson plan: get them to read, or if you are home schooling young children ask
them to draw animals, birds, etcetera, and talk about the different species, explain-
ing different terms — hoof, fin and wing, for example.

One of the obvious downsides to home schooling is the lack of other children for
your children to interact with. It was considered one of the reasons why home
schooling was talked down and discouraged in the past. Thankfully this is now
unfashionable and the merits of home schooling outweigh the disadvantages.
Finding other children on boats in the Caribbean is pretty easy: there are lots of
cruiser nets, dinghy docks and activities where you can meet up with other families
with children.

Don’t think your children will get on with all other children just because they are

all in the same boat, so to speak. Kids are just like us, and relationship dynamics
being what they are there will be times when children just don’t get on with another
set of boat kids.

It is sometimes difficult to assess how well your children are getting on, as at times
there are no other kids around. It is a very good idea to involve other cruisers in this
and find out if there are any skills that could be useful in your home schooling. You will
be surprised how diverse our cruiser knowledge is, and this can be put to good use in
helping children with individual subjects or even formalising extra tuition. For instance,
I am a trained linguist and help out with modern languages where necessary.

Above: Blogs, Facebook or e-mails can improve handling of written language

Left: Students will need a bit of space to do their schoolworlk

After five years of home schooling we have now put Henry into Beacon High School,
in St. George’s, Grenada, and although we were naturally apprehensive about how
he would get on, our fears were unfounded. The other children are very interested in
our boat and life on the ocean in general and we found that the teachers appreciate
the fact that a child who is used to working on his own has a much longer attention
span than a normal 15-year-old. Henry has been able to fully integrate with his age
group and loves hanging out with his friends at school, proof being that he preferred
to have his photo taken in his Beacon uniform for his passport renewal rather than
jeans and T-shirt, in order to have a memory of his school days in Grenada.

Don’t underestimate your own input; you, as parents, are crucial. You are the ones
to set the routine, oversee the duration and content of lessons, and correct the work
done. It is not necessary to be a teacher or have been involved in any educational
field beforehand. The way certain subjects, maths being one, for example, are taught
nowadays is different from when we were at school, so be ready to read one chapter
ahead of where your children are so you can be prepared!

Think of your home schooling as benefit to the whole family. Indeed, you will revise
stuff you once knew and learn new things as well. We would have welcomed, but never
did find, the physics lesson that covered how to fix our ageing Perkins 4-108 engine!

Jill, Andrew and Henry Brayshaw are currently berthed in Port Louis Marina,
St. George’s, Grenada after a five-year circumnavigation in their Endeavour 40, S/V
Escapado. Jill can be contacted for help with French, German and Spanish tuition on
(473) 419-0702 or jill. brayshaw@ymail.com.
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by Flora van Heteren

It all started with the avocado seeds. One season I grew about ten small avocado trees
on board Heros, our 34-foot wooden sloop, and had to find good garden homes for them
before we sailed out of Bequia to go south to Trinidad for our yearly haul-out. That was
not hard — a friendly old lady in Hamilton village was happy to take them all!

My longing for a lush garden increased as the cruising years went by, to have
greens around me instead of blues in various shades and tones. Instead of seagulls
and their shrieking call, I craved the song of the blackbird, or the sounds of the tree
frogs and the crickets. One of the latter was brought aboard in the dinghy one time,
and its music sent me to sleep many evenings, till it discontinued the same sudden
way as it had begun.

After occasionally satisfying my need for a shore life by housesitting, the moving of
belongings on and off the boat became a heavy ordeal. I had duties on board as well, so
I decided it was time to look into other ways to fulfill my yearning. Why not bring some
plants over from the shore, especially while sailing was not a frequent occupation?

After that decision was made, an aloe vera plant, found uprooted and dried up by
the side of the road in Union Island, was carried back to the boat and put in some
dirt in a plastic container. Our boat was small, and we had not much water, so water
from doing the dishes was what it grew upon. This same plant has been re-potted
since then several times and has grown so huge that it is now decorated every
Christmas, and serves as our Irie Christmas tree. It has bloomed several times, and
while in the boatyard in St. Martin, a bananaquit came flying in and out many times
to inspect the flowers.

My husband came back from the shore one day in Bequia, carrying a cutting with
a very beautiful pink flower to add to the collection. It grows in a pot, hanging outside
where it makes us happy with its daily flowers.

From Day One on boats it has been my concern to collect rainwater and store it,
so that we never need to buy water. On our big boat now, we have two awnings with
two spouts each, of which two go directly into our tanks. The rest goes into two big
buckets on deck, for showers and laundry. Here in St. Maarten we haven’t bought
water for five years, and the quality of the rainwater is better then the brackish water
that less fortunate people have to buy from the local gas station.

While “on the hard” for 20 months during a major refit I started a compost heap in
a huge plant pot on the ground. We put it on deck when we re-launched. In it I

Pepper pot. A hot-pepper plant that crossed the Atlantic and added spice
to many meals

planted the green pepper bush and the spinach vine that had been growing
spontaneously in the sand next to the boat. Later I separated them and put the
pepper in another pot. After we ate the three small peppers it made, the plant
died, and also the spinach gave up after it produced many seeds in the dry
season. I supposed it was time for a rest, and as soon as the rainy season
started they would grow again. I took all the old dried-up leftovers out of the pot
and loosened up the dirt, ready for the new crop to be planted, but to my sur-
prise two papaya trees started to grow in it! I did remember the summer before
to have eaten an extremely delicious papaya, the seeds and skin of which I
threw in the compost pot, et voila, there it was — a new generation! To my great
regret I had to plant those trees ashore when they were almost two feet tall.

Just when I had put the papayas in front of the Thai Restaurant, I met the
delivery skipper of a Beneteau who had just accomplished the Atlantic crossing
from France, together with three crewmembers, all young and new to sailing big
distances. He had bought a hot pepper plant in the market in the Canary Islands
to keep the crew busy with compassion and care for something alive during dif-
ficult times and rough weather. It was the crew’s duty to deliver the plant alive
to St. Maarten, the end of their sea voyage, and indeed they did very well. It grew
four small red-hot peppers, although when it came into my care, it had only
three, as they had put the other one in their last evening meal together.

It found a place on deck, re-potted, and after I took away its fruits and pruned
some of the branches, it started to grow with new vigour and made flowers every
day. Soon I found out that it was necessary to pollinate them myself, as no bees
or other insects that are busy with that job were coming over to our anchorage
in the middle of Simpson Bay Lagoon. A small soft paintbrush, as for water-
colours, was selected, and every day, early in the morning, I brushed gently in
the middle of each flower in turn, making sure not to forget to go back to the

Left: Papyrus is decorative and the ship’s cats like to snack on it
Below: Disco relaxing in her pot of common grass

first one to deposit some pollen on that flower as well. After a week I saw the

result of my doings and found great joy in watching the growing of the peppers.
Seven it gave this time. It was re-potted again, and after more pruning the whole
process was repeated. It was just marvelous to witness this all. Four times it gave us
a bunch of peppers, this plant that crossed the Atlantic to grow on our boat, after
which it finally died in a spell of bad weather with a lot of wind.

Then there was more spinach, and a spontaneous tomato plant that gave one small
tomato just before it was uprooted by the new kitten that we adopted, Disco. She made
sure that the agricultural i —~- - ]
project would fail from then L
on. Everything was uprooted
because she had a problem
getting used to the litter box.
The only plant she left alone
was the aloe vera.

On one of my shopping
trips, I saw papyrus growing
in a smelly roadside gutter.
I remembered that cats like
to eat this plant, and took a
little of it to put in one of the
vacant pots on board. It was
received with great enthusi-
asm by Disco and her new
friend Cleo, another one of
the feline sort. They ate so much of it that I started a second one, so we have two
papyri now. As the cats need other sorts of grass, I bring them back samples of different
varieties that are welcomed with more or less gusto. One of the favorite ones I stuck in
a pot, and so we have some common grass growing now. No, it hasn't been uprooted
— Disco loves to lie in it. (Could this be couch grass?)

So this is my plant story. I hope to inspire some of you, especially the ones that spend
more time at anchor then sailing. If it makes you happy to grow something, do it now!
If it is impossible to keep your plants when it is time to weigh the anchor, just look for
a friendly person on land. There is always room for another plant in a garden.
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BOOK REVIEW BY BOB BERLINGHOF

Voyage to Redemption

Every Boat Turns South, by J.P. White, The Permanent Press, ©2009, hardback,
240 pages. ISBN-13: 978-1-57962-188-9. US$28.

This novel, the author’s first, has a rollicking fantastic plot intertwined with a
rather lengthy meditation on dying. The narrator, a 30-year-old yacht delivery skip-
per, is at his ailing father’s bedside after a three-year absence, and the story unfolds
as the hero, Matt Younger, confesses where he’s been and why he’s done a stint in
prison in the Dominican Republic.

Younger's father, Skip, a former sea gypsy, is the most interesting character in the
novel, and Matt is compelled to witness Skip’s passage into the next world while
seeking absolution. Matt’s guilt and his horrible relationship with his mother are
complicated by family history: his older brother, Hale, a straight-A student with
Olympic swimming potential, was killed in a drug-related accident at sea, and Matt
feels guilt over not trying to persuade him out of it as well as over surviving the
ordeal. As a result, Matt dropped out of high school and took to the sea with a phony
skipper’s license, but he never told his parents what really happened that fateful
night. He feels unjustly branded as the “bad brother” who led his lily-white perfect
sibling to death, and his relationship with his mother never recovered.

EVERY BORT
TURNS SOUTH

J.P.WHITE

As for the plot itself, there are more holes in it than Swiss cheese. Matt meets a
she-devil named Jesse, an evil cokehead psycho with a cobra tattoo who happens to
be blonde and gorgeous, and with a gay Frenchman, Philip, as crew, the three take
off on a delivery of an ocean-going catamaran from Florida to St. Thomas. The entire
plot hinges around the fact that halfway there, Matt is afraid to beat to windward
against the Trades and is convinced that the weather won't change for six more
months. He waits for three weeks in the Turks & Caicos until the boat’s owner fires
him. Then he steals 45 kilos of coke and... are you still with me? It just gets more
and more unlikely.

Matt winds up in the Dominican Republic where he meets Rosario, a local hooker,
and falls in love. Meanwhile the drug lord has tracked down his missing coke, but
he doesn’t have Matt killed — he ends up offering him another job. Improbability is
piled onto improbability and then a splash of coincidence is added.

The weakest character in the book is the balding drug lord, Jimmy Q. who looks
like an “unemployed plumber”. I found it impossible to believe that this gringo
could control the drug trade in the DR to the extent that he did. Jesse keeps turn-
ing up like a bad penny and inserting herself in the plot. I didn’t buy any of it, but
I still had to admire the author’s lyrical turn of phrase and perceptive insights
regarding family:

The death of a_favorite son can twist a rope around a family’s heart so tight it can’t
be cut, dissolved, or undone. We each keep a whetstone ready to sharpen a knife. We
each slice down on the hard wet strands of rope, but no matter how hot the blade’s
edge, it can’t bite through the line and no one can break free.

When you ask me, Skip, if I know anything of Hale's disappearance, I say hell no.
You punish me with silence. I punish you with lies.

The author’s veracity may be challenged when it comes to sailing, as when he says
Matt tested the injectors before sailing as if he were checking the dipstick, or when
Matt replies, “Is that a tough job?” after Philip says the engine mounts need re-
drilling. But when it comes to matters of family guilt, he’s right on the money. There
are some beautiful descriptions of the Dominican Republic’s street life, and Every
Boat Turns South is well written despite its flaws, with “south” being a metaphor for
decline and death as well as a place holding the promise of a new life.

This book is available at bookstores or from wwuw.thepermanentpress.com.
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THE SKY IN JANUARY

by Scott Welty

The Planets in January

MERCURY - At nearly maximum elongation. Rising about 0500 hours just off the
tip of Scorpio.

VENUS - Rises at around 0300 to 0400 hours all month. Pretty morning star!

EARTH - Sets at around noon all month... if youre ON MARS!

MARS - No Mars for you this month! Up in the daytime all month.

JUPITER - Setting between 2200 and 2300 hours all month.

SATURN - Rising around midnight all month.

Sky Events This Month

1st - Pretty crescent moon rising with Mercury and Venus (see Figure 1).
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3rd - Earth at perihelion (see below).
4th - New Moon
9th - Moon and Jupiter set together (see Figure 2).
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19th - Full Moon

24th - Saturn and the Moon rise together in the east at about midnight.

Perihelion

Happy New Year and, as happens every year (well, so far), the Earth makes its
closest approach to the sun on January 3rd. Not much to notice as the Earth’s orbit
is only slightly elliptical. Of course that’s no reason to NOT have a party!

The Gemini Twins

This is a pretty easy constellation to find (see Figure 3). Castor is the one on the
left and Pollux the one on the right — although being twins I often get them con-
fused. Pollux is of particular interest as it is one of many stars we now know to

have planets like our very own sun has. The discovery of extra-solar planets is
fairly new and the methods being used to detect them are quite extraordinary and
rapidly evolving.
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First of all, don’t bother getting out your Steiners. No planets have been imaged
directly. That is, there are no telescope pictures of these planets like we have of our
own solar system. Even the closest ones are on the order of 20 to 30 light years away.
A light year is how far light travels in a year. Compare that to our own solar system,
where it takes light at most several hours to get to a planet from our sun (four hours
to Neptune!). Like all planets, these extra-solar ones do not emit light of their own
but only the feeble reflected light from their star. Also, to try to image them from
Earth you have the problem of the star washing out any light that might be coming
from the planet.

So, how do we know they are there?

At first we were able to detect a slight ‘wiggle’ in the star itself. This can only be
explained by a planet circling the star. True orbital motion involves a star and a
planet jointly orbiting a balance point between them. Because a star is many orders
of magnitude heavier than a planet, that puts this balance point very near (and prob-
ably inside) the star so the wiggle is slight. This method, then, tended to only detect
freakish systems with Jupiter-size planets orbiting in Mercury-size orbits! Certainly
none of these are on the list for possible life forms.

A more recent method involves putting a telescope on a satellite and having it stare
at the same place in the sky for a long time. This is the ongoing Kepler mission.
Computers monitor the brightness of each star in the field and look for periodic dim-
ming of that star. This can indicate that a planet has passed in front of the star,
robbing us of some of the light. This method can reveal a wealth of information
including the mass and size of the planet. From the light that passes around the
edge of the planet we can also determine if there is an atmosphere and what its
components are. Think about THAT! We're probing the makeup of a planet that we
can't see that is maybe 30 light years away... that’s about 200 trillion miles!

Here’s some stats on this planet named HD 62509 b (why do we let astronomers
be in charge of the naming?). Mass is about 2.3 Jupiters. Distance to Pollux = 1.64
x Earth - sun distance. Orbital period is 589.6 days (wow... precise!). Pollux itself has
a mass of about 1.7 times that of our sun and is 34 light years away. Notice this
planet, although huge, has orbital characteristics not so different from Earth.
(Information is from a very nice website: http://planetquest.jpl.nasa.gov. Go there
and you can ‘explore’ these newfound worlds for yourself.)

And we're just getting started. We've been looking through telescopes in one way or
another for over 400 years since the time of Galileo. Now we are ‘seeing’ farther than
ever and using brand-new techniques. What will all this reveal in another 400 years?

To Contemplate While Having a Glass of Wine on Deck

Planning a trip to Pollux to visit HD 62509 b? Call ahead for reservations... of
course it will take 34 years for your call to get there and another 34 years to hear
the reply: “ ...press 1 for Klingon, press 2 for Romulan...”

Happy New Year, everybody!

Scott Welty is the author of The Why Book of Sailing, Burford Books, ©2007

Got a question for “Captain Science”? E-mail Scott at weltysail@gmail.com.
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Ever give a thought to the chocolate you're
enjoying while cruising the Caribbean? Well, the
farther south you sail in the archipelago the bet-
ter your chances for learning more about the
genesis of that chocolate bar, drink, cake, des-
sert, or whichever way you favour the flavour.

Trinidad is one place to go for that chocolate
connection. If you like the great outdoors, a visit
to a cocoa estate will delight you. It is a nature
outing with a difference — interesting, informa-
tive and pleasurable.

According to arecent report in the local Newsday
newspaper, there is a “Trinidad & Tobago cocoa
will be king again” thrust on to help restore the
domestic cocoa industry to its former glory — and
glory T&T cocoa did have, once upon a time. In
1921 the country harvested 30,000 tonnes of one
of the finest grades of cocoa in the world, com-
pared to 600 tonnes at present. Currently, talks
are being held with an international chocolatier
who is prepared to purchase all the cocoa from
small farmers and to work with them to help
bring their products up to international stan-
dards for export.

Trinidad cocoa farmers usually sell their cocoa
to a local exporter who in turn ships it abroad
where it undergoes more drying and grading
before it is pulverized into chocolate powder. The
large international chocolate producers buy T&T’s
cocoa, which is used chiefly for flavoring and
blending with the imported Ivory Coast cocoa
utilized as mass or bulk.

So if you're looking for something unique to do
while docked in Chaguaramas, you can be part of
the first wave to witness Trinidad's cocoa renais-
sance. Make a day of it and enjoy a historical and
cultural outing that focuses on a cocoa plantation
where you come face to face with cocoa trees and
learn first-hand all about the growing, pruning and maintenance procedures.

There are one or two professional companies that organize these tours. One of these
is Caribbean Discovery Tours (www.caribbeandiscoverytours.com). On request they
will provide excursions to Brasso Seco or one of the other cocoa estates along the
northern range where a sumptuous Creole lunch is served in a grand old estate
house. However, reservations are preferred long in advance — the longer the better.

But a three- or four-day advance reservation should do at the working Carmel
Valley cocoa estate located a little north of the St. Andrews golf course at Moka in
Maraval, where the proprietor himself or his family members provide conducted
tours of their cocoa fields. (Wayne Johnson, cuspec@hotmail.com, tel [868] 629-
3840, cell [868] 290-3911.) On arrival, guests are greeted with a drink made from

A cocoa pod on the tree at the
estate in Moka

The Chocolate Connection

by J. Wynner

freshly squeezed fruit in season grown
on the estate, before trekking through
the fields. During the trek you will see
a cocoa house with its sliding roof
which, when pulled back, exposes the
cocoa beans to the sun to dry. Visitors
are also introduced to the different
processing stages, including “danc-
ing”, “sweating”, and grading the
beans. If the tour is conducted on a
day when these activities are not tak-
ing place, guests can witness them at
the end of the tour via a short video
clip about cocoa production shown on
the veranda.

While going through the fields, you
can taste the cocoa bean directly from the pod, and also learn all you ever wanted to
know about cocoa and more — the best soil conditions for growing cocoa, different
types of cocoa, harvesting, extracting beans from the pod, etcetera.

The estate in Moka rears rabbits too, and included as part of the tour is a visit to
the rabbit hutches where the entire rearing process is explained. And that’s not all.
The excursion also takes in a trip to the beehives that are located on the estate’s
steeper terrain. The hike ends in the honey room, where guests are taken through

Above: Ever
wonder where
that delicious
Slavor comes
Jrom? The
Caribbean pro-
duces exception-
ally tasty cocoa

Right: A pod
split open to
show the pulp-
covered beans

the various stages of production from extracting the honey from the frames to the
bottling of ‘nature’s syrup’.

Back at the estate house, a delicious home-cooked three-course lunch of local
produce, with a choice of rabbit, chicken or fish as the main course, is presented on
an elegantly set table on the veranda. Wine is provided throughout the meal. After
dessert and coffee served at the table, guests mingle around the large television in
the sitting area of the veranda where they are offered a hot drink of estate-grown
cocoa, flavoured with cinnamon and bay leaf. Enjoy!
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A Refreshing Dip — But
Not in the Sea

I'm not sure when ‘dips’ first surfaced, but they are still popular at both casual
functions and those more highbrow, and are a natural for yachtie potlucks and
cockpit sundowners.

Many of my youth-
ful excursions into
different food types
took place with my
parents while at the

Pacific National
Exhibition in
Vancouver, British

Columbia. The show
is the west coast
Canadian counter-
part to many exhibi-
tions taking place in
large cities and small
communities world-
wide. My father loved
the Food Building,
where free samples
of all kinds were
always available.

Line-ups are also
part of most exhibi-
tion  experiences,
especially to the
Food Building where
some different, tasty
free food samples
were in abundance.
Dips, except of the
watery kind in the
ocean or pool, were
new to many of us
then. Small dry piec-
es of bread were
offered with the
encouragement to
‘dip’ them into vari-
ous containers of
sour cream and
herbs. Although double dipping wasn't allowed, my mum thought the whole process
to be somewhat revolting, unsanitary and unsophisticated at the very least. Mum
participated only with reluctance. My father on the other hand not only considered
the food a bonus but also looked on the food queues as a chance to talk to people.

Dad seemed to know almost everyone in the whole world, I thought. In fact, it was
simply that he spoke with virtually everyone he came in contact with. You never
wanted to send my dad into a general store in the middle of nowhere to ask for direc-
tions to anywhere. After 30 or 40 minutes, he would return to the car and regale us
with how he had met a friend of a friend whose cousin he had worked with while
stringing telephone wire across... etcetera, etcetera. On one trip to visit our cousins
in Seattle, Washington, my dad stopped to get directions. Half an hour later he
returned to the car with a story about the person he had met and (holding up two
small tins) how this person had encouraged him to try a newfangled Spanish dip.

“It's made of beans,” Dad said. My dad would try anything made from beans. He
sometimes would brag that in more than 30 years of eating bag lunches, his favorite
sandwich was cold pork and beans on buttered bread. It really is quite amazing if
you stop and consider how bean dishes of all kinds have nourished families of all
sizes over the years throughout the world. My family tried bean dip for the first time
those many years ago and pronounced it a great casual food.

Now decades later, my wife, Willa, and I often look for the very same dip when we
are in the USA. One such trip yielded two jars of a spicy black bean dip that we found
even more delicious than the regular bean variety. It was double the price of the
regular dip but the taste was excellent. Imagine our disappointment when the last
morsel was swabbed from the bottom of the jar.

I noticed that all the ingredients listed on the jar’s label were readily available and
decided to try making my own bean dip. Personalized hot sauces and other condi-
ments, made by experimenting with the contents found listed on the label of a com-
mercial product, have become a part of my culinary repertoire. I'm sure I could have
been a mad scientist or even possibly a uni-bomber had I fallen in with the wrong
people when growing up.

Here then is my personal take on black bean dip. Various kinds can be easily made
either from a tin of kidney beans, black beans or refried beans. The choice is up to
you. This dip, plus a large bag of fresh tortilla chips and a supply of cold beer goes
a long way to making your next casual deck party a success. jOlé!

Black Bean Dip

1 tin black beans, drained

1 Tablespoon (15 ml) onion, finely minced

2 cloves garlic, chopped

1/4 Cup (50 ml) canola or olive oil

2 teaspoons (10 ml) apple cider vinegar

1 jalapeno pepper, seeded and diced

1 teaspoon (5 ml) salt

1/2 teaspoon (2 ml) chili pepper flakes

1 teaspoon (5 ml) sugar

Place all ingredients into a food processor and process until a smooth puree is obtained.
Spoon the dip into a decorative glass dish and serve with tortilla chips. This won’t keep
long in the refrigerator but don’t worry, there seldom is any left to refrigerate.

Ross Mavis is a food and travel writer living in Canada. He can be contacted at
Ross@innonthecove.com.
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The insurance business has changed.
No longer can brokers talk of low rates.
Rather, the honest broker can only say,

“I'll do my best to minimize your increase!”
There is good insurance, there is cheap
insurance, but there is no good cheap
insurance. You never know how good
our insurance is until you have a claim

My claims settlement record
cannot be matched.

I have been connected with the marine insurance
business for 47 years. I have developed a rapport
with brokers and underwriters at Lloyds and am
able to introduce boat owners to specialist brokers
in the Lloyds market.

e-mail: streetiolaire@hotmail.com
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Dear Compass Readers,

Caribbean Compass is a printed and on-line publica-
tion created on the island of Bequia, part of St. Vincent
& the Grenadines. It is a periodical much appreciated
by the thousands of cruisers who travel through the
islands of the Caribbean, especially sailors who come
from all over the globe. Mentioned in a poem entitled
‘Pirates of the Southern Caribbean’ by the skipper of
S/Y Rocco Relic, published in the July 2010 issue, is a
subject that I have heard talked about on various
occasions and that the national press in Venezuela
has mentioned on several occasions, without any
noticeable effort by the local authorities to resolve
these issues.

I am referring to the acts of piracy and robbery on
the high seas of sailing vessels that approach our
shores, especially from the Eastern Caribbean. The
poet refers to the hardship of the sea itself, compound-
ed by the tragedy of being boarded at gunpoint and the
traps that the Venezuelan pirates lay in their paths:
“...and the Venezuelan pirates some traps for us have
laid”. The author refers to having to sail at night with-
out running lights in order to avoid being detected and
pursued. Many are boarded or confronted and he also
writes that many are left in peace only when “the
yachtmen’s guns are seen”. Recently, a Venezuelan
diplomat was telling me about sailing from Puerto La
Cruz to Trinidad with a friend and being chased for
several hours by these delinquents of the sea.

The central question is: what is the coastguard doing
to help these tourists who today represent a nautical
industry that is beneficial to many Caribbean coun-
tries including Venezuela, which not long ago was
considered a country with a major capacity for the
development of the yachting industry in the region?

It would seem that there are no clear policies in place
to address and avoid the terrible image of my country
shared by the many internationally flagged vessels
that ply the waters of Venezuela. Many sailors have
excluded Venezuela as a destination on account of this
insecurity. Some negative press in international publi-
cations and specialized magazines has made sad men-
tion of this subject. Reports of unanswered emergency
calls made to the coastguard are among the often-
mentioned frustrations. Without a doubt, this is one of
the issues that need to be addressed not only by the
nautical authorities but also by the ministry respon-
sible for tourism. It is not enough that we have mar-
vels of nature if those who want to enjoy them cannot
count on the proper support and security. This is a
theme that needs to be evaluated as part of our tour-
ism policies.

The poet ends by saying how pretty and calm the
coastguard boats appear tied to the dock, but are not
seen at sea: “They should patrol these waters and get
us safely through. This will be good for training and
use their boats so new”.

Oscar Hernandez Bernalette
Venezuela

Dear Compass,

I would like to congratulate Jerry Stewart of Tyrrel
Bay Yacht Haulout facility on his brilliant letter in the
October issue of Compass concerning the Sandy
Island/Oyster Bed Marine Park. As one of the most
knowledgeable persons involved with maritime condi-
tions around Carriacou, his suggestions and proposals
should be seriously considered.

Mike Hatch
Las Tortugas
L’Esterre, Carriacou

Dear Compass,

While there are many issues I could respond to
from the November issue’'s cover story, “Time to
Re-Think Leeward St. Vincent”, one issue in particu-
lar needs to be addressed. This is concerning swim-
ming at Trinity Falls.

The unfortunate deaths of the three Czech citizens at
Trinity Falls this past summer were not due to wet
unstable ground, but rather (as is well known locally)
that these unfortunate people were advised that it was
safe to swim in the whirlpool at the bottom of the falls.
The Czech woman went in to swim in the whirlpool,
got into difficulties, her husband and his friend went
to her aid, and all three were drowned.

The swirling vortex of water in the whirlpool is
extremely dangerous and has claimed at least six
lives in the past ten years. Anyone advising visitors
that it is “safe” to swim in the whirlpool does not
know, understand or care about the extreme forces
of water at work at the bottom of the Trinity Falls.
While the river and falls do flood during the rainy
season, which cause additional difficulties, at no
time of year should the whirlpool be considered safe
to swim in, and it is grossly irresponsible for anyone
to advise others to swim in the whirlpool. [Editor’s
note: The article mentioned did not recommend swim-
ming in the whirlpool.]

I have been taking visitors to Trinity Falls for more
than 20 years and always advise people never to get
out of their depth or out of reach of the shore when
cooling off in the waters at the base of the falls. Those
who have failed to heed my advice have invariably
found themselves being carried uncontrollably around
the whirlpool, where even the strongest swimmers
have difficulties in these swirling churning waters. On
more than one occasion only that I had a rescue rope
ready to throw to the person in difficulties, the death
toll at Trinity Falls could well be higher.

Trinity Falls are truly amazing, but extreme care is
required by everybody visiting who wishes to cool off in
the whirlpool at the bottom of the falls, no matter what
time of year you choose to visit.

Yours,
Donnaka O’Fionnalaigh
www.hiking-bequia.com

Dear Compass Readers,

The section entitled A Fresh Look at Security Facts
in the November article “Time to Re-Think Leeward St.
Vincent” draws some unwarranted conclusions from
the reports listed on www.safetyandsecuritynet.com.
These conclusions are not unusual but it is appropri-
ate to clear the air on what that data tells us.

First of all, the data should be viewed as an indicator
or barometer of what is happening. The website does
not list reports for all incidents which occur through-
out the island chain; Trinidad, as demonstrated by the
recent letters in the Compass, is a case in point, where
there have been anywhere from one to 17 incidents,
depending on which source you use. The Caribbean
Safety and Security Net receives very few reports from
Trinidad, with only four in the time period January
through October of this year. Any assumption that the
data is complete is in error.

Furthermore, all reports are classed into one of five
groups, based on a suggestion several years ago, to
delineate the more serious crimes. Nine outboard
thefts in Tyrrel Bay, Carriacou, for instance, is cer-
tainly not as serious as nine robberies in Chateaubelair,
St. Vincent.

Lastly, any attempt to perform a statistical analysis
of any kind on this data is futile, as there is no means
of normalizing the data. For instance, a government
will publish statistics about crime and it can do that
because it knows how many reports have been made
and the number of citizens. Without a yacht popula-
tion figure against which to balance the reports of
crimes against yachts, the number of reports is raw
data only. Lacking that piece of information one can-
not say that a particular anchorage is as safe as or less
safe than any other anchorage.

We can, however, form some opinions, and that is
the purpose of the data provided on the website.
With a population in Tyrrel Bay, for instance, of
between 30 and 80 yachts throughout the year, the
nine reports mentioned above are considerably less
serious than the nine robberies in Chateaubelair,
where the yacht population is possibly ONLY two
boats per day during high season. In fact, I suspect
the reason we have not had any reports from
Chateaubelair in the past year is that very few yachts
visit that anchorage!

The whole point of the listings of reports is so that
cruisers can make informed decisions about where to
visit and how to behave while there. Those decisions
should be based on valid information, though, rather
than on manipulation of the data to make a point.
Melodye Pompa
S/Y Second Millennium
for the Caribbean Safety and Security Net
SSB 8104.0 at 1215 UTC
www.safetyandsecuritynet.com

Editor’s note: We passed Melodye’s letter on the to the
author of “Time to Re-Think Leeward St. Vincent”,
Ellen Birrell, for response, which follows.

Dear Compass,
Melodye’s points are well taken. I appreciate her

desire to clarify.
—Continued on next page



—Continued from previous page

I made some of those distinctions and used Chris
Doyle’s quote regarding “anchorage populations” to
help readers consider that Leeward St. Vincent doesn’t
get many yachts these days.

I stand by my encouragement of cruisers to visit St.
Vincent.
Ellen Birrell
Yacht Boldly Go

Dear Compass,

I was interested to see that in the December issue’s
Caribbean Eco-News you commented constructively
on the Costa Rica “world shame” e-mail and want to
share the detailed information below which WIDECAST
has used on other occasions in response to this
e-mail:

I don’t know how mass circulation of these photos
got “started”, but the originator would have been wise
to have done his/her homework first. The photos
depict a formal co-management model between the
University of Costa Rica, a community organization
called ADIO, and the Ministry of Natural Resources
(MINAET) in Costa Rica. It's a legal harvest of surplus
eggs from the Olive Ridley arribada colony at Playa
Ostional on the Pacific coast — an arribada is a mass
nesting of sea turtles, characteristic of Kemp’s and
Olive Ridley turtles (Lepidochelys Iempii and
Lepidochelys olivaceaq).

In such a nesting strategy, the turtles will nest
simultaneously with the result that natural preda-
tors may be “overwhelmed” and sufficient numbers
of eggs/hatchlings are produced to maintain the spe-
cies. Arribadas can involve many thousands of tur-
tles nesting day and night for several days. The
downside is that the turtles regularly dig up each
other’s eggs, causing destruction not only to those
eggs, but, due to bacterial decomposition of the bro-
ken eggs, gross contamination of the surrounding
sand. As a result, arribada beaches often realize a
very small (1-2%) hatch success. The scenario may
seem maladapted, but in reality the Olive Ridley is
the most numerous sea turtle species in the world,
so the strategy clearly reflects a successful evolu-
tionary strategy.

The egg harvest at Ostional is a strongly regulated and
legal, emphasizing a sustainable harvest of eggs that are
doomed to be destroyed by subsequent arribadas.

The program is regulated under a co-management
model between University of Costa Rica, a community
organization called ADIO, and the Costa Rica Ministry
of Natural Resources. Every five years the program is
reviewed and the egg harvest management plan is
reviewed and updated as needed, then submitted to
the Government for approval.

The current plan notes that the current density of
nests is 11 nests per square metre (Olive Ridleys can
only sustain about two nests per square metre without
impacting hatchling emergence success).

During the arribadas (which happen more or less
monthly), the females dig up the nests of previous
nesting events. Due to the high level of egg breakage,
putrefaction rates are very high and the resulting high
levels of fungus and bacteria contaminate 100 percent
of nests, reducing emergence success to near zero.
Removal of surplus eggs has actually helped the popu-
lation because it increases the hatch success rate by
five percent.

Eggs can only be harvested during the first 36 hours
of an arribada. To be declared an “arribada”, more than
80 adult females must be nesting simultaneously.

The egg harvest program employs 300 local people
and the gross income from the program is about
US$150,000. About 15 percent of the eggs are har-
vested. While there are constant concerns about the
balance between maintaining the community’s desire
and tradition to harvest and consume (or sell) the eggs
and the need to protect this precious resource, on bal-
ance the program is widely viewed as a progressive
example of pragmatic conservation.

Bottom line: The program is legal, it is well regulat-
ed, and the turtle population is rising. Please take the
time to learn more about it. For example, see www.
ecocostas.org/index.php/component/content/
article/45-socios/189-cinco-casos-de-manejo-de-
recursos-naturales-en-costa-rica.

Emma Doyle
WIDECAST

Dear Compass Readers,

The reaction by participants of volunteer security
patrols in Chaguaramas, Trinidad in December’s
Reader’s Forum to my prior reference to “vigilante cow-
boys” was as predictable as the collapse of these same
patrols. Just as predictable was the tone of the
respondents who chose to attack my character and
veracity rather than the matters I have been bringing
to public attention.

Whether the patrols were “vigilante”, “volunteer” or
“neighborhood watch” is academic, as they now go
down in history as another ineffective attempt to stem
the crime rate in the anchorage. During the just over
three months that these on-again, off-again, patrols
were operating there were at least ten motors and four
dinghies stolen from both Chaguaramas and TTSA. I

leave it to your interpretation of how effective these
patrols were. (I have confirmed and recorded these
figures with the ‘Trinidad Cruising Sailors’ database.)
The end result of these patrols was simply to frustrate
the campaign to have a permanent, professional
patrol installed.

I do not doubt that those who volunteered their
services did so with all good intentions but in discus-
sion with one cruiser who volunteered his service he
advised that for his patrol he was alone in the patrol
boat and had no radio, cell phone or even a torch.
The Coast Guard, being aware of the danger these
people were placing themselves in, thought these
patrols ill conceived. Perhaps my military and secu-
rity industry background also allowed me to see
aspects of these patrols that the untrained were
oblivious to.

The anchorage in Chaguaramas is, in my opinion, no
different from a car park at a large shopping mall. We
have a right to expect that our car/boat will be secure
while we are spending our money in that shopping
mall. How many of you would volunteer to patrol
‘Walmart's car park?

True, I did offer my services, professionally, and why
shouldn’t I?

As I have been portrayed as such a negative influ-
ence on the “yacht industry” here in Trinidad it came
as some surprise when the Chaguaramas Business
Community asked me to give an interview with a
national newspaper. When I queried this request they
said that my letters were getting attention from the
authorities.

There is and has been, I suspect for a long time, a
culture of downplay and cover-up of incidents in
Trinidad aimed at protecting its image. This is not
restricted to commercial interests but also involves an
element of the yachting community. Just ask the
Caribbean Safety and Security Net how much informa-
tion they receive from Trinidad.

I stand by every statement, claim, observation and
statistic that I have presented over the course of this
lengthy exchange of views. When taken to task I have
met face to face with those who have questioned my
content and verified all of it. I have throughout met
regularly with members of the CBC and YSATT to
ensure that what I report is factual.

My loudest detractors and deriders have been from
within the yachting community. Mr. Perrin and Mrs.
Dunlop have been the loudest of them, so no surprise
at their December letters (although Alan Dunlop’s
name appears).

It has now been announced that as from November
26th, there is a professional security patrol in the
Chaguaramas anchorage funded by local businesses.
Unfortunately even this presence has not received the
blessing of the CG.

With the responsibility for the security of the anchor-
age finally accepted by the yacht industry, it is hoped
that the problems that have plagued last year’s crop of
cruisers are now in the past, and those of you thinking
of visiting or returning to Trinidad this year should
now have a safer place.

I wish a successful and prosperous year for the
businesses of Chaguaramas, in particular Jesse
James, Carlos Fensom and Niels Lund, who are work-
ing hard to improve the experience for the yacht com-
munity in Trinidad.

I would like to thank the Compass for recognizing
that Trinidad stood, in the long term, to benefit from
the, at times, negative publicity that was necessary to
get things moving in the right direction, and facilitat-
ing the medium for the required dialogue.

Happy New Year!
Ron Llewellyn
S/V Sula

Dear Compass Readers,

This is to those of you who have complained that the
Sailors’ Horoscopes are sometimes “too negative”.

Throughout millennia astrologers — like weather
forecasters — have been trusted to warn people about
potentially problematic conditions and thus help you
prepare to deal with them. Our job is not to gloss over
negative influences, but to make you aware of them.
Remember that these are just influences — what
occurs in the end is entirely up to how you, Dear
Reader, deal with them.

Thanks for your input and know that I care about
you all and therefore do not want to lie to you or mis-
represent what'’s in store!

Have a Happy New Year,
Madame Claire Voyage

Dear Compass Readers,

As the new season is upon us I felt it was time to
update the readers of Compass of the latest news from
Tobago. There has been much comment in Compass
and other publications of late about the problems fac-
ing cruisers in Trinidad. I would like to take this
opportunity to point out to readers that while “no man
is an island entire of itself’, Tobago is. Part of the
Republic of Trinidad & Tobago, we are separated from
our sister island by far more than the 23 miles of
Galleons Passage.

—Continued on next page

Private crewed yachts
wanted for charters

Grenada-Grenadines, St. Lucia, Guadeloupe
Yacht must be in good conditions with at least
one cabin and separate washroom for guests.

Two persons crew required. Year round income.
Call Daniela in Grenada (473) 443 3424
or email dg@caribservice.com

CARIBBFANZ&SUN

www.caribbean-sun.com www.karibikreisen.com
Private Jachten mit Crew
fur Charter gesucht

Grenada-Grenadinen, St. Lucia, Guadeloupe
Jacht muss in gutem Zustand sein mit mindestens
1 Kabine und eigener Nasszelle fir Gaste.

2 Personen Crew. Ganzjahriges Einkommen.
Daniela in Grenada anrufen (473) 443 3424
oder Email dg@caribservice.com

KAR IBIIGSREISEN,

www.caribbean-sun.com www.karibikreisen.com
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Located at
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Yacht Brokerage

Viall s Bl WL Aor complets B ol boats o saks
For a fast sale to European buyers,
list your boat with us in USS

Us and European Markets
SAINT-MARTIN
Marina Marigot Port du Marin

+ 590 580 294 845 + 596 596 741 670

infof@caribbean-yachts.com
www.caribbean-yachts.com

MARTINIQUE

GOOD GUIDES ARE TIMELESS

Rocks don’t move — or if they do they are shown
up-to-date Imray charts. Regarding marine
infrastructure, virtually every island puts out a free
marine trade guide every year, which is much more
up-to-date than any guide; similarly, the tourist
departments put out a free annual guide for bars,
restaurants and hotels.

With all these updates readily available,
Street’s guides are timeless.

Real sailors use Street’s Guides for inter-island and harbor
piloting directions, plus interesting anecdotes of people,
places and history. Street’s Guides are the only ones that
describe ALL the anchorages in the Eastern Caribbean.

NEW! Street's videos, first made in 1985,
are now back as DVDs.

« “Transatlantic with Street” documents a sailing passage
from Ireland to Antigua via the Cape Verdes. 2 hours
 “Antigua Week '85” is the story of the engineless yawl lolaire
racing round the buoys to celebrate her 80th birthday. 1 hour
* “Street on Knots” demonstrates the essential knots and
line-handling skills every sailor should know. 1 hour
* “Streetwise 1 and 2" give tips that appeared in the popular video
Sailing Quarterly, plus cruises in the Grenadines, Venezuela and
southwest coast of Ireland
DVDs available at Imray, Kelvin Hughes, Armchair Sailor/
Bluewater Books, and www.street-iolaire.com.
Full information on DVDs at www.street-iolaire.com
HURRICANE TIPS! Visit www.street-iolaire.com for a wealth of
information on tracking and securing for a storm.

Street’s Guides and DVDs are available

—Continued from previous page

In Tobago we lock our dinghies out of habit, not out
of necessity, the island is welcoming to visiting yachts
and islanders seek to enhance visitors’ experiences.

While Tobago is a cruiser’s paradise, we have not
had a problem-free summer; I wanted to take this
opportunity to let readers know what Store Bay Marine
Services (SBMS) and other interested members of the
community are doing to address them.

With regard to the noise pollution in Store Bay, I am
happy to report that the situation has improved vastly.
Bago’s Beach Bar has now had a change of manage-
ment. With this change, we have seen a dramatic
decibel drop and the bar is a friendly and welcoming
drinking hole where yachties can enjoy a quiet beer
and food while overlooking the anchorage at Store Bay.
There is a nice mix of locals, yachties and expats alike,
which makes for a very pleasant atmosphere.

We, like many others in the Caribbean, are still try-
ing to deal with the regulation and safety issues
regarding jet-skis. Unfortunately over the summer one
visiting yacht sustained damage after a jet-ski collided
with it while at anchor. However, the recent ruling in
the Seventh Civil Court of Trinidad in the case of
Quesnel & Laso v. Tobago House of Assembly & Pigeon
Point Heritage Park has clearly established that the
Tobago House of Assembly (THA) has a duty of care to
prevent injury to users of the water. With this in mind
and the inherent dangers that these craft present to all
water-users, the Association of Tobago Dive Operators,
SBMS and other marine interests have started to lobby
the relevant THA ministries and Coastguard to ensure
that the existing legislation is enforced and if neces-
sary further legislation is enacted to prevent any more
accidents or injuries.

The mooring buoys which were laid in 2008 in Store
Bay remain free of charge, however they also remain
free of maintenance. We have contacted the Ministry of
Fisheries about this and are still in discussions with
them; in the meantime I would advise all cruisers to
anchor in Store Bay, rather than pick up a buoy. At
present fewer than half of the original buoys remain so
there is plenty of space.

We are also in contact with the Ministry of Tourism
and the Ministry of Fisheries with regard to the build-
ing of a dinghy dock at Cable Beach/Store Bay to give
both beach users and cruisers a bit more space.

We look forward to seeing you in the coming season
and if you require any information on Tobago please
visit our website www.sbms.co.tt or feel free to e-mail
info@sbms.co.tt.

John Stickland, Operations Director
Store Bay Marine Services Limited
Tobago

Dear Compass,

The pastime of bird watching is now taking a tena-
cious hold on the consciousness of Vincentians. Even
expatriates are turning to St. Vincent & the Grenadines
to realize this passion in our local species that are to
be found in our parks, valleys and nature trails. We
must not become misguidedly overwhelmed, however,
with this booming passion so that we look too far afield
and thus miss out on our own backyard or, for that
matter, front yard birding activities.

On April 26th 2008 I sat with my brother Richard
and his wife Abbie and their two daughters under
their porch in Bequia and was treated to a spectacu-
lar display that to Richard and family had been
already tested and proven. I waited eagerly with them
for the dogs to abandon their bowls, which were out
in the front yard. We were not the only ones in wait.
A few blackbirds too waited on the wall of the garden.
Finally the dogs had had enough. The birds sprang
into action, swooped down to one of the bowls
retrieved a pellet of dog food, and returned to the wall
to contemplate their next move. This was now to be
executed on the other side of the wall, where they
would dutifully dip the pellets in a fishpond until they
were adequately soaked, thus softened and enlarged.
The birds would then return to their perch on the
wall, savor the pellets of their labor, and repeat the

whole procedure again and again. It was a sight to
behold: first the patience exercised in waiting on the
dogs to leave the scene, the purposefulness of move-
ment as they dived to secure the pellets, the return to
the wall with the pellet in beak for the decision-mak-
ing process, the execution of plans as the dipping of
the pellet is undertaken, then the satisfaction of a
mission accomplished on their return to the wall with
the soaked, softened and much enlarged pellet in
their beaks.

This was an appropriate moment to reflect deeply on
the resilience of the birds in our own Spring Valley
holding on the mainland’s Leeward side. A true bird
lover’s paradise and sanctuary where many species
can be spotted with ease, Amazona Guildingi, the
national bird of St. Vincent & the Grenadines, reigning
among them noble and free.

Birds come, birds go. The true bird watching experi-
ence comes, however, when we not only appreciate the
bird as being “pretty” but also as smart, purposeful,
organized — a true reflection of the many designs to be
found in Nature, a feat that only a Grand Creator
could have brought about.

Gerelyn John
St. Vincent

Dear Compass,

I read with interest Louisa Winter’s letter in the
December edition of Compass, and agree with every-
thing she says about the difference between Tobago
and Trinidad. They are two separate islands and
Tobago is far nicer. It was my first time there and I
found it friendly, easy going and quiet — the sort of
laid-back sailing that I haven’t experienced on other
islands for years. It has beautiful anchorages up and
down the coastline and an island charm that will defi-
nitely bring me back. There are no big marinas — a
plus from my point of view — and you can cruise
cheaply, which in this day and age is something defi-
nitely to consider. Although it is quiet it certainly
doesn’t lack anything. While at Store Bay I got WiFi to
my boat, there is laundry on the doorstep, and a quiet
bar next door where you can sit and have a beer while
checking your e-mails and waiting for your laundry.
All this, plus you can keep an eye on your boat
(although it is so safe here and never heard of any
security problems). I also had a problem with my
anchor winch fixed perfectly by the marine services
shop next to the bar. Really, what more can you ask
for? I will definitely be coming back to Tobago.

Carter Hemmings
Yacht Tara

Dear Compass Readers,

In light of a number of letters recently received but
not published, we’'d like to remind those sending let-
ters to the Readers’ Forum that we do not publish
individual consumer complaints. We also do not pub-
lish anonymous letters (i.e. those received without the
writer’'s real name included), and it is important to
include an e-mail address, phone number or other way
we can contact you if clarification is required.
cc

Dear Compass Readers,

We want to hear from YOU!

Be sure to include your name, boat name or shoreside
address, and a way we can contact you (preferably by
e-mail) if clarification is required.

We do not publish individual consumer complaints or
individual regatta results complaints. (Kudos are okay!)
We do not publish anonymous letters; however, your
name may be withheld from print at your request.
Letters may be edited for length, clarity and fair play.

Send your letters to:

sally@caribbeancompass.com

or

Compass Publishing Ltd.

Readers’ Forum

Box 175BQ

Bequia VC0400

St. Vincent & the Grenadines

at all Island Waterworld stores and at st ,
or from www.iUni com and www.: .com

Read in Next
Month’s Compass:

Caribbean Cruising: The Good,
the Bad and the Ugly

Top Island Field Trips for Cruising Kids
(and Grown-Ups, Too!)

So What's with the Strobes
as Anchor Lights?

...and much more!

We’re on the Web!
Caribbean Compass

www.caribbeancompass.com

B B E AN




Letter of
the Month

Dear Compass,

When I tell friends that I live on a boat in the Caribbean the first thing they think
is that I daily jump off the boat into the warm, blue Caribbean water and take a
swim. Obviously they do not know about dinghies and pirogues speeding through
the anchorages where we anchor. There are plenty of places you might not want to
swim due to hygienic reasons, but there are also places where you would love to
swim, but worry about small boat traffic.

ATNdIHS ¥ONHO

Swim safely! Reduce the chance of being hit by speeding small craft by wearing
a brightly colored swim buoy

I fashioned a harness made of shoelaces glued to the ball with Shoe Goo and I tied
this to a web belt. This has lasted for two years and it hangs in the head in
between swims.

Fishermen have assured me that my pink ball got their attention. A larger ball will
more easily be seen, but will also cause more drag for the swimmer. This is an oppor-
tunity to use your imagination and create your own swim buoy with materials you
can find in local stores and aboard your boat.

Safe swimming!

I swim with a small brightly colored buoy on my back. My prototype swim buoy
was just a red balloon tied around my waist. The balloons only lasted for two days Devi Sharp
before they deflated, and I wanted something I could just grab, put onto my waist Arctic Tern
and swim. In time I found a pink ball (children’s toy ball) about six inches across.
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RE-POWER!

The Benefits of Re- Power
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* Improved fuel consumption
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Crossing the channels between Caribbean islands with a favorable tide will
make your passage faster and more comfortable. The table below, courtesy Don
Street, author of Street's Guides and compiler of Imray-lolaire charts, which
shows the time of the meridian passage (or zenith) of the moon for this AND next
month, will help you calculate the tides.

Water, Don explains, generally tries to run toward the moon. The tide starts
running to the east soon after moonrise, continues to run east until about an
hour after the moon reaches its zenith (see TIME below) and then runs westward.
From just after the moon’s setting to just after its nadir, the tide runs eastward;
and from just after its nadir to soon after its rising, the tide runs westward; i.e.
tide the floods from west to east. Times given are local.

Note: the maximum tide is 3 or 4 days after the new and full moons.

For more information, see “Tides and Currents” on the back of all Imray Iolaire
charts. Fair tides!

January 20 0015 8 1554
DATE TIME 21 0111 9 1638
0925 22 0204 10 1724
1022 23 0256 11 1814
3 1118 24 0348 12 1907
4 1211 25 0439 13 2002
5 1301 26 0532 14 2059
6 1346 (new) 27 0626 15 2157
7 1432 28 0721 16 2253
8 1513 29 0817 17 2349
9 1554 30 0912 18 0000 (full)
10 1654 31 1005 19 0043)
11 1715 February 20 0136
12 1758 DATE TIME 21 0230
13 1844 1 1055 22 0324
14 1933 2 1143 23 0419
15 2025 3 1227 24 0516
16 2121 4 1310 (new) 25 0612
17 2219 5 1351 26 0708
18 2318 6 1431 27 0801
19 0000 (full) 7 1512 28 0852

TRIE M@NE?M&KE@@

WE BUILD ONE OF THE MOST FUEL EFFICIENT
PASSENGER VESSELS IN THE WORLD

= Diay/Snorkel Trips
* Sightseeing

= Booze Cruises

# Cruise Ship Tenders
= Crvar 130 Built

All neow 47 x 15.5' catamaran

* USCG Stabdlity test for up
o 70 passangers

= Imtroductory base price
$129,000 pius powar

* Economical and very siable

* Glass botfom avaiable

alt Whistle Bay, Mayreau, the Grenadines. “Picture perfect and the star of

countless racks of postcards, this white-sand beach defies description” writes

Lonely Planet. According to Chris Doyle it is “a beautiful bay with a sweeping
half-moon beach”. A lot of cruisers say it is gorgeous and one of them even rated it
as her favorite place in an overview about her Caribbean experience for Caribbean
Compass. With all that mouthwatering publicity, it had to be stunning with no room
for disappointment!

Irie pulls into the bay. Not bad. Looks like there is enough space and the sweeping
beach with exotic palm trees looks very pretty. All three of us need shade on a beach
and I have been on the lookout for that quintessential perfect beach with palm trees,
white sand and turquoise water for three years. This one is definitely the closest I've
gotten. It beckons to be pictured, sat on and walked on! But first we have to anchor,
an easy feat in the sandy bottom.

A sportfisherman is anchored, stern line attached to shore, cutting off a third of
the bay that way. A little bit later, another powerboat pulls in, stern to the beach.
Hmmm, didn’t know this was such a popular place for the non-sailors amongst us.
Ah, that’s why they have a picture of lined-up powerboats in the Salt Whistle Bay
section of the Grenadines brochure. Well, I guess this isn’t too bad then. But why do
they have to take up twice the space by using two anchors? Why don’t they just allow
everybody space and swinging room by dropping one anchor? (I think I know the
answer to that: they don’t have opening hatches facing forward, only a back door,
never mind the fact that their generator runs non-stop to provide air-conditioning,.
Oh, and this way the view is better from their verandah in the back as well.) Later
in the afternoon, two more sportfishermen show up, throw the bow anchor out and
raft up to “the mother ship”. By 5:00pM, we have six motorboats in a row with a little
gap separating the seventh one. Now that brochure picture starts to make sense.

Every powerboat has an average of ten people on board, mostly kids, so it doesn’t
take long before we have multiple dinghies buzzing around our boat, some with a

Tt’s Always Something’

by Liesbet Collaert

mmn
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Looks lilce the perfect getaway... but I didn’t know this was such a popular place for
the non-sailors amongst us

wakeboarder behind. The peace is gone, the flat seas as well. Our dog, Darwin,
shows his disapproval with a few barks. Snorkelers and swimmers beware, as all hell
breaks loose! To the powerboaters’ credit, the expected loud music never presents
itself. When the tumult continues the following day, we decide to find respite in the
quieter environs of Saline Bay.

A week later, we try Salt Whistle again. Quick peek around the headland: no
rafted up powerboats this time, but a monstrous motor yacht instead, bow and stern
anchors keeping it in place. Since a sailboat just left when we entered, we took his
spot “in the corner”, close to the beach. Nice!

An hour later, a powerboat arrives and fixes itself very close to us, stern anchor
towards the beach. Of course. If we swing (and we will since we are facing south right
now and multiple squalls are headed this way), we will hit him. The crew comes over
in a fancy super-dinghy and after hearing we are spending the night, offers his assis-
tance: "If you get too close to us, I can help you move your anchor!” We? Move OUR
anchor? After our surprised “We're not moving!” he re-anchors a bit farther away.
Half an hour later Irie has her bum 30 feet from the beach, rudders one foot above
the sandy floor. We have our own worries now, but it sure is nice to walk right off
our back steps to the beach! The night is peaceful with a purring mega-yacht gen-
erator and the delightful smell of exhaust fumes.

The next day, Mark is scraping the bottom and I'm cleaning the interior of the boat.
When we look up, we can't believe our eyes: everybody is gone, except for one sail-
boat! We feel totally privileged because ten minutes later, that one leaves as well.
Then, the next batch of visitors shows up and the cycle starts all over again. Soon
enough we are crammed between charter boats. The wind is non-present, the bugs
over-present and the sweat over-abundant. Mark agrees with my statement of the
previous day: “You're right. When we are finally not working and ready to relax, it’s
always something.” It is. Too hot, too windy, too sunny, too rainy, too buggy, too
swelly, too busy, too noisy, too risky, too stressy, too gusty. Since the perfect anchor-
age doesn't exist (if it did, everybody would be there and it wouldn’t be perfect any-
more...), I guess we'll have to wait for that once-in-a-while perfect day again!
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1 New Year’s Day. Public holiday or “recovery day” in many places.
Junkanoo parade in Abaco, Bahamas; Grand Carnival Parade
in St. Kitts; Street Parade in Montserrat

2 Public holidays in Cuba (Victory of Armed Forces Day), Haiti
(Founding Fathers Day), and St. Lucia and Grenada (Second New Year's Day)
2 New Years Regatta, St. Lucia. St. Lucia Yacht Club (SLYC),

tel (758) 452-8350, secretary@stluciayachtclub.com,
www.stluciayachtclub.com

3 Carnival Last Lap, St Kitts. www.stkittsneviscarnival.com

6 Three Kings Day. Public holiday in many places

7-8 Crucian Christmas Festival Parades, St. Croix. www.stxfestival.com

8 Latitude 18 Halyard Challenge, Tortola, BVI. Royal British Virgin Islands
Yacht Club (RBVIYC), tel (284) 494-3286, roviyc@rbviyc.com, www.rbviyc.org

10 Eugenio Maria de Hostos Day. Public holiday in Puerto Rico

10-16 18th Annual Barbados Jazz Festival. www.barbadosjazzfestival.com

11-12 Yacht Industry Security Conference, St. Thomas, USVI.
www.maritimesecurity.org

14-16 9th Caribbean Laser Midwinter Regatta, Dominican Republic.
www.caribwind.com

17 Martin Luther King Day. Public holiday in Puerto Rico and USVI

19 FULL MOON

21 Mount Gay Rum Round Barbados Race.
www.mounfgayrumroundbarbadosrace.com

21 Errol Barrow Day; public holiday in Barbados. Our Lady of Alfagracia;
public holiday in the Dominican Republic

22 Governor’s Cup, Torfola, BVI. RBVIYC

22 -23 Around Antigua Race. www.antiguayachtclub.com

23 Duke’s Trophy Race, St. John, USVI. St. John Yacht Club (SJYC),

tel (340) 776-6101, jamesswanstj@yahoo.com
23 -27 42nd Spice Island Billfish Tournament, Grenada. www.sibtgrenada.com
23 -29 Jamaica Jazz and Blues Festival, Montego Bay.
http://jamaicajozzandblues.com
25 G.F. Croes Day; public holiday in Aruba
26 Duarte’s Day; public holiday in the Dominican Republic
26 -29 Antigua Superyacht Cup. Antigua Yacht Club (AYC),
tel/fax (268) 460-1799, yachtclub@candw.ag, www.antiguayachtclub.com
26 -9 Feb Mustique Blues Festival. www.basilsbar.com
27 -30 Bequia Mount Gay Music Fest. www.begos.com/bequiamusicfest
See ad on page 14
28 - 6 Feb Grenada Sailing Festival. See ad on page 15
29 -30 Grenada Flower Show, Grand Anse Trade Centre.www.horfigrenada.com
29 -5 Feb Manhattan Sailing Club’s BVI Cruise. www.myc.org
TBA Carriacou Sailing Series. www.sailingcarriacou.com
TBA Budget Marine Women'’s Caribbean Championships, St. Maarten.
St. Maarten Yacht Club (SMYC), tel (699) 544-2075, fax (599) 544-2091,
info@smyc.com, www.smyc.com

FEBRUARY

2 World Wetlands Day
4-6 10th Club Néutico de San Juan International Regatta, Puerto Rico.
www.nauticodesanjuan.com/sailingprogram/regatta_int.htm
4-6 Digicel Workboat Regatta, Grenada. www.grenadasailingfestival.com
5 Pineapple Cup Montego Bay Race, Florida tfo Jamaica.
www.montegobayrace.com
5 Anguilla Dinghy Regatta. www.anguillaregatta.com
5-6 Lowell Wheatley Anegada Pursuit Race, BVI. www.royalbviyc.org
7 Independence Day. Public holiday in Grenada
10-13 Trinidad Carnival Regatta. www.ttsailing.org
11 - 13 St Croix Yacht Club Hospice Regatta. www.stcroixyc.com
11-13 Jolly Harbour Yacht Club Budget Marine Valentines Regatta, Antigua.
www jhycantigua.com
13 Island Hopper Race, St. John, USVI
13 Fundraising Auction for Sunshine School, Gingerbread Hotel, Bequia.
www.bequiasunshineschool.org
13-16 Carriacou Sailing Series. www.ttsailing.org
18 -20 Tobago Carnival Regatta (kiteboards and bumboats), www.sailweek.com
15 Presidents’” Day. Public holiday in Puerto Rico and USVI
18 -20 33rd Annual Sweethearts of the Caribbean and
28th Annual Classic Yacht Regatta, Tortola. WEYC
20 -21 Independence Day Round St Lucia Race/Cruise. SLYC
21 RORC Caribbean 600 start, Antigua. http://caribbeané00.rorc.org
25-26 Multihull Regatta, St. Maarten. www.multihullregatta.com/frames.html
25-27 South Grenada Regatta. See ad on page 15
27 - 8 March 6th La Route du Carnival rally, Martinique to Trinidad.
See ad in Market Place pages 50 to 53

All information was correct to the best of our knowledge
at the time this issue of Compass went fo press — but plans change, s
o please contact event organizers directly for confirmation.
If you would like a nautical or tourism event listed FREE in our monthly calendar,
please send the name and date(s) of the event and the name
and contact information of the organizing body fo
sally@caribbeancompass.com.

FREE Caribbean Compass On-line FREE
www.caribbeancompass.com

ST. THOMAS YACHT SALES

Compass Point Marina, 6300 Est. Frydenhoj, Suite 28,
St. Thomas, U.S.V.l. 00802

Tel: (340) 779-1660
Fax: (340) 779-2779
yachts @islands.vi

Southern Comfort
60’ 1982 Nautical Ketch,
4 strms, ex%ellent Sraarter boat

Plum Craz

45' 2003 Silvem))In MY
3 strms, excellent condition

Sail
36’ 1980 Albin Stratus, daysail business separate $45,000
38’ 1967 Le Comte, Northeast 38, classic, excellent cond. $80,000
41’ 1980 Morgan O/l ‘04 Yanmar, A/C $69,000
50" 1978 Nautor MSailer, refit, excellent cruiser $325,000
Power
37’ 1986 CML Trawler, Great liveaboard, needs engs. $20,000
38’ 1977 Chris-Craft Corinthian, roomy, cockpit $30,000
40’ 1997 Carver MY, Cockpit for diving, twin Crusaders $89,900
58’ 1974 Hatteras MY, Classic, DD’s, 3 strms $110,000

Call, fax or visit our website for a complete list of boats for sale
www.stthomasyachts.com

B.v.l.

Est. 19

MULTIHULLS: 41'Beneteau 411,'01 Low Price 89K
82' Dufour Nautitech*95, 10 cab/10 hd 795K 41°Bavaria 2003, Well Maintained 120K
58'Voyage 580 2005; Luxury Cat 990K 40' Aurora‘71;Needs TLC, Great Price 35K
56' Fountaine Pajot Marquises '99 750K 40 Beneteau M-405°94, Spacious 85K
44’ Lagoon 440 2006 - 3 Avail. Start @ 495K 40°Bavaria 2002; Great Price 99K
41'Lagoon 410s2°05/'06 2 Available 299K 38'(2) Freedom ‘B6/'88; Great Layout 79K
37" Maxim Yachts ‘99, Strong and Fast 160K 37' Nautor Swan 37185, Beautiful 119K
SAIL: 36'Beneteau 361°00,Very Good Cond. 75K
60’ Custom Pilothouse Ketch 1971 60K 36'Moody 36CC '97; Strong Cruiser 99K
54'(2) Hylas '99/"00; Luxury Ocean Crsr. 590K 36'Feeling 36'07, Clean Late Model 149K
52' Colvin Gaff Schooner. Major Refit 149K 35° Camper Nicholson 78 Rebuilt Eng. 39K

51'Beneteau Frers Idylle 15.5'86 149K 33’ Nonsuch Hinterhoeller '89; Fast 69K
47" Beneteau 473 2004, Private 229K 32’ Jeanneau Attalia ‘85, Budget Cruiser 39K
46' Steel Ketch, Dutch Build, Strong 35K 32'(2) Bavaria ‘02/'03; Air Conditioning 39K
46" Spirit MKIl 2005, Gorgeous 205GBP

46’ Oyster '07; Luxury Ocean Cruiser 790K POWER:

45’ Cape George '92; Quality Custom 449K 63’ Johnson Motor Yacht ‘91 Luxury 375K
44’ CSY Walkover'79; 2 Available Start @ 65K 52'Jefferson Trawler'8%;4 cab /4 hd 120K
42 Beneteau 423 '06; Modern Cruiser 140K 48’ Sunseeker Manhattan ‘97, 3ch/2hd 289K
42 Leisure Yachts Pacer ‘06’ Fast Cruiser 175K 43" Marine Trading Intl. Tradewinds 69K
42' Contest Ketch 1982; Solid Cruiser 124K 36'Hatteras Convertible'83 Rebuilt Eng 69K
42'Endeavour‘90; Great Liveaboard 99K 33"Pursuit 3070CC; Fast Center Console 89K
42" Albin Nimbus ‘81 Cutter 75K 27'Chaparral 270 Signature '09; Clean 89K
42’ Beneteau First 4257 '95, Fast BK www.bvi yachtsales.com

Email:info€@

CREW VACANCIES!

/ email: crew@tradewindscruiseclub.com

A TradeWinds Cruise Club operate a fleet of catamarans across
rapewinps  SiX destinations in the Caribbean.

' We are the fastest growing charter company,

operating TERM CHARTERS, all inclusive, 7 days.

We are looking for crew, mainly teams in the form of a Captain and a Chef/Hostess.
We prefer couples that are married OR have been living together for at least a year.
The nature of the job is such that the better the understanding and teamwork
between Captain and Chef the more successful your charters will be.
Requirements: Captain with a Skipper’s licence.

Chef/Hostess with a basic understanding of cooking.

Dive master/ instructor for either the Captain and/or Chef is a plus.

We offer full training onsite in the Caribbean.

iyachtsales.com Tel:284-494-3260 Fax: 284-494-

This is a FUN job with great earning potential. If you are willing to work hard and
have a positive disposition to life this could be your DREAM job.
Anyone with an interest is welcome to apply.

If you would like more information about this job or send your CV to us, please
use this email address:

crew@tradewindscruiseclub.com
or by mail to: Bequia Marina, P.O.Box 194BQ, Port Elizabeth,
Bequia, St Vincent & the Grenadines
Tel. St Vincent +784 457 3407  Tel. St Maarten +599 5510550
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Antigua

Marketing

Ty
wiww. thelucy.com

JOLLY HARBOUR
“w Manina & Boaryard, Aniigua ‘wh

A Safe Haven for Yachismen
= Full servce, sheltered manna
» Efficsent boatyard with 24 hour security
3 sizes of cradbes up o TO fect
Secure sEOTEEe ATeA Of concrehe
= [hrect Mights 1o Eusope & North America
= [hscounted long ferm mates al Supervachl Dock

E: mnfoidjhmanna com W www hmaning. com
I: +1 268 462 6042

oNndeck

o - RYAER
Maritime Training Y ‘
RYA/MCA Professional Certification

Sailing courses from Day Skipper to
Yachtmaster Coastal, Offshore and Ocean

Powerboat Level 2, SRC, First Aid
STCW95 Coming Soon

antigua@ondeckoceanracing.com +1 (268) 562-6696

Azores

Bequia

Bequia

PORTHOLE RESTAURANT & BAR
& Shoreline Mini-Market

We serve breakfast,
o lunch and dinner

VHF CH68
Phone (784) 458-3458

A friendly atmosphere where you can sit and meet people.

Admiralty Bay, Bequia

Noelina & Lennox Taylor welcome you!

DAY SKIPPER
& YACHTMASTER

Shore based courses over 10 days
EC$1950
Write John Cawsey,
Yacht Master Instructor,
C/O Postoffice
Port Elizabeth, Bequia

Tel (784) 455-7631

KERRY S MARINE SERVICES
F" g Marine/Land
{897 Mechanical Service

¢ Diesel / Outboard repair

» Welding / Electrical

* Refrigeration
Moorings available
VHF 68 “KMS”
Tel: (784) 530-8123/570-7612
E-mail: vanessa_kerry_1@hotmail.com

KINGFISHER
RINE: SE

RVICE
« FUEL

* WATER
* MOORINGS

. *GARBAGE
“  DISPOSAL
EMAIL: bequiaboy01 @hotmail.com

PHONE: 1 (784) 532 8006

Quality Servtces & the Best Prices
in the Caribbean

Gourmet Ice Cream
Fresh Yogurt
Frozen Yogurt
Fresh Fruit Sorbets
Toppings
Sundaes
© Qts. & Half Gal. Tubs

Aomemanc

BEQUIA
Tel: (784) 593 7264

Located at Gingerbread Café

%%mmm

MID ATLANTIC
YACHT SERVICES

PT-9900-144 HORTA / FAIAL, AZORES
Providing all vital services to
Trans-Atlantic Yachts!

Incl. Chandlery, Charts, Pilots, Rigging
EU-VAT (15%) importation
Duty free fuel (+10.000It)

TEL +351 292 391616 FAX +351 292 391656
mays@mail.telepac.pt
www.midatlanticyachtservices.com

Bequia

* FILLERS * STAINLESS FASTENERS * ADHESIVES

BEQUIAVENTURE CO.LTD

appointed agents in
St. Vincent & the Grenadines for

®JOTUN

Primer, Epoxy, Top Coat,
Antifouling, Thinners

PORT ELIZABETH, BEQUIA
Tel: 784 458 3319 * Fax: 784 458 3000
Email: bequiaventure @vincysurf.com

* SPRAY PAINTS * ROLLERS * BRUSHES * TOOLS *

.
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* SdINV1O ISOH « STIVN

LULLEY'S TACKLE, SHOP

# 1 CHOICE IN FISHING &
SNORKELING & SCUBA DIVING GEAR

FRONT ST, BEQUIA ISLAND
McCOY ST, KINGSTOWN, ST. VINCENT

™% UNION ISLAND  #

TEL: (784) 458-3420 / (784) 485-6255
FAX: (784) 458-3797
E-mail: lulley @vincysurf.com

Tel: 458 3485 « VHF 68

Situated just below Coco’s Restaurant

[|{Hmet1 I [md Spectahsmg in chilled,

ozen & canned foods

Great selection of Cold Meats Salami, Turkey, Prosciutto,
Cheese, Cream, Juices etc.
Seafood, Shrimp, Prawns, smoked & fresh Salmon, Fish, Lamb,
Steaks, Baguettes baked freshly every day.
Enjoy our popular Baguette Sandwiches made to order on
or off the premises or takeaway.Try our Smoothies!
Provisioning for Yacht Charters, large or small orders
for Restaurants, Hotels, Villas or simply to enjoy at home.
Call us on VHF for our delivery service to your yacht
We are also situated in Calliaqua, St.Vincent 456 2987
Experience our friendly service as always!

F@R
Ilit d@@W@Y

in Lower Bay, Bequia

* Come and find us amongst the trees! S
Candelight Dinners
Monday to Saturday

PLEASE RESERVE!

Tel: (784) 458-3758

PIPER MARINE STORE
Bequia - Port Hizabefh
Rigging, Lifelines
Stocked with lots of marine hardware,
filters, nuts & bolts, impellers,

bilge pumps, varnish & much more.

(784) 457 3856 - Cell: (784) 4952272 - VHF 68

THIS COULD BE

YOUR

MARKET PLACE AD

tom@carlbbeancompass.com
|_0r contact your local island agentJ

continued on next page ——»
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Carriacou

Land and houses for sale
For full details see our website:
WWW.carriacou.net
or contact Carolyn Alexander at
Carriacou Real Estate Ltd
e-mail: islander@spiceisle.com
Tel: (473) 443 8187 Fax: (473) 443 8290

We also handle Villa Rentals &
Property Management on Carriacou

CARRIACOU REAL ESTATE

i s o Carmiaciss Inleng
Entheniassc & professonal ssm
Sprin Froreit ad Enghah W
Tasch Dtcowsr St 16 Dive Mussr y
PAGI Mantet Inatrutiar, MEDT indeacter,
Aaaninatrugnes i 1 Dove Matiers 18 5850 phu

Boal with I snginas for mors satety

Grenada

sooasscons () 216-7095

Grenada

IHAL

¢ rare exotic arts + crafts ¢ jewelry
* wooden-ware * hammocks + more unique gifts
for your boat, home + friends
young street  st. george's grenada
just steps from the carenage

tel: (473) 440-2310

TechNick Ltd.

Engineering, fabrication and
- welding. Fabrication and repair of -
: stainless steel and aluminium items. :

fisher@caribsurf.com

Nick Williams, Manager
. Tel: (473) 536-1560/435-7887 .
. S.I.M.S. Boatyard, True Blue, Grenada -
. technick@spiceisle.com .

Martinigque

A&C
Yacht BroRkers

USED AND NEW BOATS FOR SALE

DUFOUR —— A
Dominique AMICE
Port de Plaisance, 97290 Le Marin, Martinique, F.W.I.
Tel: + (596) 596 74 94 02 + Fax: + (596) 596 74 79 19

Mobile: + (596) 696 28 70 26 + acyb@mediaserv.net
www.acyachtbrokers.com « www.bateaux-antilles.fr

Shipchandler, Artimer "

Le Marin, Martinique

Specializing in flags
since 15 years in the Caribbean.
Any country, any size, customized
wide stock, fast delivery.

+ (596) 596 682 128

www.wind-flag.com

Caribbean Compass Market Place

Martinigque

YACHTING ENGINEERING SYSTEM

Marine Electrics
Watermakers

Installation / Repair
Zac artimer - Le Marin, Martinique FWI

Tel: + (596) 596 650 524 Fax: + (596) 596 650 053
yescaraibes@hotmail.com

araibe

IMroZ>I0OT—I0n

LE MARIN, MARTINIQUE * GRENADA
www.caraibe-greement.fr cgmar@wanadoo.fr
Phone: +(596) 596 74 8033 Cell: (596) 696 27 66 05

Composites . Paints & Varnishes . Marine batteries
Teak . Glue & Caulking . Maintenance products
-

Martinique +(596) 596 682 128
Guadeloupe +(590) 590 992 769

WHOLESALE & RETAIL

Sea Senices

SHIPCHANDLER

Contact us at
seaservices972@orange.fr
we're glad to help

109 rue Ernest DEPROGE
97200 FORT-DE-FRANCE - MARTINIQUE
On the sea front

Tél +596 596 70 26 69 - Fax +596 596 71 60 53

Voiles Assislance

Didier and Maria

LE MARIN/MARTINIQUE
Sails & Canvas (repairs & fabrication)
located at Carenantilles dockyard
Open Monday to Friday 8-12am 2-6pm
Salurday by appointment
tel/fax: (596] 596 74 88 32

e-mail: didier-et-maria@wanadoo.fr
continued on next page —»
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Martlnlque St. Lucia
-i CHATEAU MYGO
HOUSE OF SEAFOOD
Steaks SeaFood ® Pizzas
Frédéric Moser Marigot Bay, St. Lucia

Electro-Mécanique & Réfrigération Marine

Marins du Marin, Martinlgues

ﬂ%wctron CRErY
: : P

Tl : +596 (0] SNTiﬁT'D!--qum{aEN?JHH
G5M : +596 (0) 696 22 79
£l

ﬁ

Third Generation locally
owned & operated.
Happy Hour All Day & All Night %
on our cocktails & beer!
Free docking for yachts dining with us!
Free Water Taxi Pick Up
from your yacht to our dock!
5 and more people & captain eats for free!
Phone: 758-451-4772 VHF 16

F

Trinidad
I

‘EN
Power Boats

the Place for Yachts"

B0 Ton Hotsl

Fusl Dock

Yacht Storage
= fApariments

Siem-to Docking
= Dockeadi Food Mart

= Boaters shap
E68 63 4300 BE3 B34 4337

Trinadad, WA | pormfErwertoals.co i

Porwer Boats Metual FaciiBes Lid

PO B PR3, Carenags

Marin;Martinique
@ e Bar.
gg '// e Restaurant
SR e Deli
Opening Hours Happy Hour Every Day
from 7am - 11pM from 6 - 7pm

St. Lucia

L'Essence Massage

Karen'’s special Yacht Crew Massage”

Rodney Bay Marina, Tel: (758) 715 - 4661
E-Mail: Lessencemassage @spray.se
Karen O. Roberts
Diploma in Massage/SPA Therapy from Sweden

Sail repairs, biminis,
R@BNEY awnings, new sails,
B AY‘ rigging, splicing,
SAILS

cockpit cushions,
Agents for Doyle,

Furlex & Profurl

Call KENNY
Tel: (758) 452-8648 or
(758) 584- 0291

St. Lucia

servicing of winches.

IARC DYNAMIC

Specuallst in weldmg,
machlnlng & fabrication
Managlng Director
Lawrence Lim Chee Yung

aka ‘Chinaman’.

Rebuild and repair all types of nwcﬁinezy
Fabrication of, pu/pil‘s, slancﬁicms, da vits, cAaizzp/afcs,
anchor brackets, solar panel, arches & more
Rodney Bay Boa’cyard, Gros Islet, St. Lucia
Tel: (758) 485-0663 or (758) 384-0665

e-mail: limcheyung34@yahoo.com

St. Maarten

CARIBE COMPOSITE

SICOMING S
RESING = EPOXY = POLYESTER * IBERGLASS
CARBOMN FIBER * STRUCTURAL FOAM
FILLER FOWDER ETC. = PRIMERS & PAINTS
UNDERCOATING PAINTS ETC. ANTIFOULING » PLEXIGLASS.
CONTRACTOR

Tel. E“E?&%%”E"#T 270
*
ﬂ caribecomposite@yahoo. fr

Stéphane Legendre -Tél : + 590 690 740 100
contact@ transcaraibes.com

CIRExpress

COURIER SERVICES

St. Maarten/ St. Martin, collect
and deliver door to door

ST. MAARTEN

Packages Pick — up call:
Tel/Fax: + (599) 544-3276
Tel/Fax: +1(305) 515-8388

info@cirexpresslogistics.com
www.cirexpresslogistics.com

Trinidad

b d

EARIBBEAN HARINE

ELECTRICAL LIMITED S

- AC & DC SYSTEMS
Design | Installation | Upgrades

- High Output Allernators & Regulators

F

- Chargers & Inverter Chargers
- Solar & Wind Sﬁp‘leml
- Batteries - Deepoycle & Cranking

Power Buals, Chagusramas, Trinkdad
vt BREATATHIA | ran $34A6I | i eleuiromatine@isiLacLn

o
MARINE SUPELIES LTD.

ECCEDIEREAR] FIEREGLASS REINFORCED PLASTICS

rrrrr Stainless Steel Boat Filtings
---- Epoxy Resins
----- Polyester Resins

[ | s6a 634 2290 [T

Sallmaking excellence in the caribbean

arrow

sails & canvas

Powet Boats Compound, Wiestern Mn Rd. Chagearamsas, Trinkdad W
Prors BBEE.A13T | Fa 634.2125 | VHF Chid | Bamow@ei nal.n

THE ELECTROMICS EXPERTS!

ELECTROPICS

AUTHORISED DEALER & SERVICE CENTER FOR
oy

H:0Ligliia FLRU m
s -ﬁﬂﬁ“ RVOLT SHH.\"{IH".

r o be ramed bors

and loe many

CPERIEMCE -

continued on next page ——»
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Trinidad
Propellers!

Caribbean

Propellers B
e B

Eragaasaman

Trimidsl B T

FalFom: BE-E)4-RITR

Bring yoas pragillar bor s PRI migicies

THIS COULD BE

YOUR

MARKET PLACE AD

Book it now:
tom @ caribbeancompass.com

l_or contact your local island agent_l

Caribbean-wide

CRUISERS YACHT 3075

2002, Fresh water-cooled
5-liter EFI Bravo 3 x 2 Mercury engines.
Generator, Air-conditioning, 190 engine hours.
Boat is in perfect condition  Needs nothing.
59,000.00
Lying in St. Maarten * Will deliver to neighboring islands.
Contact: Don Robertson ¢ E-mail: baja2010don @gmail.com
Phones: (599) 527- 8208

F‘QSON
I}[ ANS AHOY!

wwnw sailkidsed. net

MISSING DINGHY

This 12.5-foot, double-ended Chaisson Dory went
missing from behind the yacht Ambergris, moored in
Admiralty Bay, Bequia on'the night of December 23rd.
The rowing dory is made of unpainted aluminum, with
bow and stern H;tatwn chambers and another chamber
in the middle.

The dory was built over 20 years ago by the owner
and has sentimental value. Kreward is offered for
its return.

Anyone with information is asked to contact Peter
Austin at svambergris@gmail.com or call (784) 458-
3072 or (954) 241- 36%

PICK UP!

Ahoy, Compass Readers! When in
Dominica, pick up your free monthly copy
of the Caribbean Compass at any of these
locations (advertisers in this issue appear
in bold):

ROSEAU AREA:
Anchorage Hotel
Dive Dominica
Drop Anchor Bar
Evergreen Hotel
Fort Young Hotel
Garraway Hotel
Outdoor World
Dominica Marine Center

PORTSMOUTH AREA:
Big Papa’s Restaurant
Purple Turtle Beach Club/Restaurant
Cabrits Dive Center
Customs Clearance Office
Dominica Marine Center (Portsmouth)

SPOTLESSISTAINLESS

MAKES STAINLESS STEEL SPARKLE
No Rubbing:NoiScrtibbing:NoPolishing.

L0l

Removes rust and “surface iron” that causes rust
Great for hard to reach places
Protects Stainless Steel
Less Time, Less Effort, Super Results!

Available at Island Water World or
www.spotlessstainless.com

BOATBUILDERS
WANTED

Crossword Solution

ACROSS 24) PIPERS
1) NINE 26) ME

2) SECOND 28) ELEVEN
5) TUES 29) PEAR
8) EIGHT 30) BIRDS
10) PARTRIDGE 31) KISS
11) THREE 36) NEW
13) CALLING 38) LADIES
14) THIRD 39) GOLD
16) TEN 41) FORTH
17) LOVE 42) SWANS
19) GAVE 43) TENTH
20) RINGS 44) TRUE

DOWN 21) FIVE

1) NOG 22) MILKING
3) CHRISTMAS 23) DOVES
4) DOGS 25) SUN

5) TURTLE 27) FRENCH
6) SEVEN 32) MAIDS
7) LAYING 33) GEESE
9) TWELVE 34) FIFTH
12) PIPING 35) FIRST
15) DRUMMERS 37) WING
16) TUNE 40) LOW

17) LEAPING

18) TREE

2011 Fireworks in Bequia's Admiralty Bay

A HarPy NEW YEAR
TO ALL OUR
FRIENDS & PARTNERS!

FEFERECIELERY




BOATS FOR SALE

1982 CATALINA 32 19.000 US
1986 OYSTER 435 35,000 GBP
1987 IRWIN 44 119.500 US
1999 BAVARIA 38 Conb|c

US, 2006 BAHIA
Excluswe 435, OOO US
2009 HUNTER 45DS  239.000 US
E-mail Yachtsales@dsl-yachting.com
Tel (758) 452 8531

'YOUNG SUN 46ft VENUS 1984 KETCH
fiberglass, vgc, new engine
2007, excellent live aboard and
cruiser. GPS, RADAR, VHF, Auto
Pilot, EPIRB, SSB, Water Maker,
Air-Con, Solar Panels, Wind
Generator & more. Full specs at:
www.freewebs.com/venusdéforsale
US$179,000 or MAKE US AN
OFFER!! Lying St Lucia.

Email venusd6@live.com or Tel:
(596) 696 90 74 29

BOATS FOR SALE IN TRINIDAD
Tel (868) 739-6449
www.crackajacksailing.com

46’ PETERSON PERFORMANCE
CRUISER 1988 Center cock-
pit, single owner, lovingly
maintained. Sailed through-
out the Caribbean and now!
located in Trinidad. Ready
for you to start cruising fomor-
row. USD 189,999 E-mail
SailingOnFree@aol.com

-

OPEN 45 BUILT 2000, wood/
West system,Twin rudders,
Hydro auto pilot, Profurl furl-
ers, Dyform rigging, Kevlar
code 0. Fast cruiser with
accommodations, electric
toilet, double bed, stove,
fridge, computer. Tel (473)
415-8271 E-mail Richard.
turbulence@spiceisle.com

CLASSIFIEDS

CARRIACOU SLOOP
'PIPEDREAM' 1984. 39' over-
all. New cockpit, deck etc.
Re-planked & re-fastened
in bronze. Quick boat. Lying
Antigua. Become part of
W.Indian sail. A non-profit
heritage rebuild.
US$29,000.00 Offers. E-mail
raylinnington@hotmail.com

\

35FT  CARRIACOU SLOOP
‘SWEETHEART’, 30hp Yanmar,
lots of extras. US$45,000
Lying  Anfigua E-mail
phillipworsley@hotmail.com

GIBSEA 33, Price negotiable,

work, wel equipped &
documented located  af
Grenada Marine Tel: (473) 405
3947 E-moail arthurbain@gmail.com

BAYLINER 300 2007 Model
but first launched 19/3/2010.
30 hours on twin engines
(2x260HP).  All  factory
options (inc.Bimini top) and
guarantee. On boat liff.
US$95,000. Contact Frank
Tel: (699 5231619 E-mail
frankdreis@yahoo.com

1996 HUNTER 29.5, good
condition, lying in Barbados.
Kiss wind generator, Caribe
d\n%hy with 2 HP Honda
outboard. Sailaway. Must
Sell, asking US$30K E-mail
nick@silvermoonbarbados.com

Your Classified
is on the Internet

* EﬁLLALllIhH

46' POWER BOAT/FISHING
TRAWLER. Hallelujah, float-
ing bar in Carriacou. 2
Detroit 371 diesel engines
Sleeps five with amenities.
Tel: (473) 638-4346

50FT WOODEN  VESSEL
anchored in Carriacou. Tel:
(473) 443-8730/ 457-5088/
459-3316

-

=4
DYNAMIQUE 63' 1985 sloop.
Excellent condition through-
out. 5 cabins, 4 electric heads,
new rlg%lng ‘08, new teak
decks x chartplotters/
GPS, auto pilot, watermaker,

enerator, air-con, EPIRB, VHF

lots more. 415,000GBP offers
considered. Lying Bequia. for
full  details/photos ~ E-mail
pauldakin1978@hotmail.com

“ECSTASY”  TRADITIONAL
WOODEN YAWL, 54ff, Buitt in
Barbados 1957, 2 x Leyland
120hp dliesels. US$100000 or

nearest offer. E-mail Juhereeoe@
thegelgroup.com or martin.
pritchard@thegelgroup.com

BERTRAM 37 1987 2x6v71ta @
435h, 500 galis fuel, 100 water,
8kw gen, Sub Zero fridge and
freezer and cockpit freezer,
fiat screen TV/DVD, fighting
chair, fish box, recenf interior
redecorate, 35,000,

uss1
Barbados Tel (246) 243-6111

1986 CT54  US$150,000.
Ford Lehman 135Hp, Northem
Lights 9kW. Needs work. E-mail
amdsurveys@gmail.com

ed

BRUCE ROBERTS 53, Steel. This
safe cruising (Singapore o
Caribbean) and elegant live
aboard yacht was painted
Nov.2010 and is readly for future
passages. More photos on www.
apolloduck.com or by the own-
ers. Lying Trinidad. E-mail john-
stretch46@hotmail.co.uk.

MISC. FOR SALE

MARINA SLIP SAPPHIRE BEACH
St. Thomas, USVI, 65 ft Marina
Slip (N-6) with full title. East End,
St. Thomas facing St.John ond
the BVI's. Adjacent to abe

ful beach and pool facilities.
Safe, secure and just a 20 min-
utes boat ride to Torfola, BVI.
US$125,000, OBO Tel: 787-366-
3536 E-mail ve99@aol.com

SPINNAKER POLE, 16ff, good
condition, EC$2000 /offers
considered. LIFERAFT, 8 per-
son SOLAS rated with paper-
work. Test due October 2010,
ECSABOO/offers considered.
CLUTCH PUMP, brand new
with ﬂrhngs EC$2300/offers

considered.  Bequia  Tel:
(784) 432-5201

Tohatsu 30HP shaft US 2000,
Sail boat props 3 blade 13" o

22" from US200, Winches,
Barlow, Barient, Lewmar from
US 250, Yanmar 3HM35F best
offer, 10ft Valiant RB  US890,
Aries  Circumnnavigator wind
vane best offer E-mail
Yachtsales@dsl-yachting.com
Tel (758) 452 8531

CUMMINS DIESEL 300HP
MODEL 6CTA8.3-M1
6 o/llndevs 225 K\N Located

Moartinique, in. Price negoti-
able. Tel: (5%)6916227113 Email
padusaf0@gmail.com

SAILS AND CANVAS
EXCEPTIONALLY  SPECIAL
DEALS at http://doylecarib-
bean.com/specials.htm

TACKTICK ~WIRELESS/SOLAR
INSTRUMENTS, Discount prices:
‘www.northemrockiesassociates.com

WANTED

MARINE TECHNICIAN Marine
Engineering Co. in Grenada is
seeking fechnicians with work-
ing experience in marine diesel

engines, AC and refrigeration,
electrical, electronics, water-
makers & wind generators.
Ideal for cruiser or independ-
ent fech. Please E-mail CV to
enzamarine@spiceisle.com

SENIOR COUPLE WANTS
CARETAKER POSITION.
American  61. Wife, 55,
Trinidadian cook, home/
health care provider, all
areas of interest. Contract
required, excellent docu-
ments upon request. E-mail
montclairl00@hotmail.com

CREW POSITIONS

DECKHAND/MATE available.
Chapman School of
Seamanship graduate.
STCW-5, First A\d/CPR SVG
50T Masters License, also a
good cook! Photos/experi-
ence/references available.
SVG/Bequia national. E-mail
kellee_435@hotmail.com

PROPERTY FOR SALE

CARRIACOU LAND, Lots and
multi-acre tracts.  Great
views overlooking Southern
Grenadines and Tyrrel Bay.
www.caribtrace.com

RENTALS

ST. MAARTEN COMMERCIAL
SPACE Lagoon Marina Cole
Bay 50 m2 ground floor + 24
m2 entresol $ 1450/per
month. Office space 40 m2
first floor $ 970/per month

Roadside unit with apart-
ment upstairs, ideal for shop/
living combo 1550/per
month. Water access, secu-

rity and parking included.
Tel: (599) 5442611

www.lagoon-marina.com
info@lagoon-marina.com

SAPPHIRE VILLAGE St. Thomas,
USVI. One bedroom/studio
units, short/long ferm ovculo—
ble. Sfurhn%v $125
Daily/$875 eekly Tel:
(787) 366-3536  or E-mail
Ive99@aol.com

LA POMPE, BEQUIA

Large 2 bedroom house and/
or 1 bed studio apartment.
Big verandah and patio,
stunning view, cool breeze.
Internef, cable TV. 2 weeks
minimum, _excellent long-
term rates. Tel: (784) 495 1177
email: louisian@vincysurf.com

BUSINESS FOR SALE

SAIL-LOFT, UPHOLSTERY
100m2, established since
2002 located Carenantilles
Dockyard, Le Marin,
Martinique. New sewing
machines (less than 4 years)
Price 120 000 Euros Tel: (596)
596 74 88 32 E-mail didier-et-
maria@wandoo.fr

SERVICES
RYA SAILING  AND

POWERBOAT training availa-
ble now in Anfigua by reco%
nized company ONDEC

Competent Crew to
Yachtmaster Ocean availa-
ble. Please call (268) 562
6696 E mail eb@ondeck-
oceanracing.com or visit us in
Anfigua Yacht Club Marina,
Falmouth Harbour, Anfigua.

HOMESTAYS GRENADA
Would you like to spend some
time on shore? We offer rooms
and apartments in local
homes all over Grenada af
affordable rates. US$30-120
per night. Come and be part
of the family!

Tel: 473 444 5845, 473 456 9378,
473 533 4281
www.homestaysgrenada.com
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Port Louis Marina, Grenada — ov louis

beautiful, welcoming, affordable S

Port Louis Marina is justifiably known as one of the best appoinfed, New Season Rates - 1 December to 31 May
full-service marinas in the Caribbean. With its spectacular location oA n —— YRR
adjacent fo the island’s capital, it's the perfect base for cruising in et aily $/f onthly $/t/day & mths $/#/day
the unspoilt Grenadines. up fo 32 $0.80 $0.08 $0.56

up to 40 $1.00 $0.85 $0.70
Now, with our new rates for the forthcoming season, a berth E - S0 $0.04 prap

I . . .

at Port Louis Marina is even more affordable. we

up to 60 $1.20 $1.02 $0.84
You'll enjoy all the convenience and luxury the marina has to offer, oo 10 65 $1.35 5115 $0.05
including exemplary dockside facilities, 24-hour security, marina-wide
broadband and more wpio75 s Il L2

‘ up 1o 80 $1.70 $1.45 $1.19

The island also benéfits from its own infernational airport, with direct up 10 100 $1.75 $1.49 $1.23

flights to Miami, New York and London.
For yachts above 100 feet LOA, and for bookings of longer periods,

Port Louis Marina is owned and operated by Camper & Nicholsons please contact us for a personalised quoe.
Marinas, and our friendly and knowledgeable staff are on hand
24 hours a day fo welcome you.

For more information about securing a berth at Port Louis Maring,

please contact Danny Donelan on +1 (473) 415 0837 or email
donn\/@cnporﬂouismormo.com Cam er &
1Cholsons
YACHTING SINCE 1782
MARINAS
www.cnmarinas.com/plm
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10% DISCOUNT ONLINE great N
FREE-FREIGHT DEALS freight |
S— GREAT GIVEAWAYS! rates

ISIandwatemorld 'cum Store prices good while stocks last and for the month of January only.

Prices in Curacao may be 10% higher.

19% 2= -
OFF/ \;; N WHAT’S NEW?

N,
N FLEXBOAT MINI SR

A great little Hypalon RIB from
Flexboat. The tender is 7ft

6 inches long, weighing just
73Ibs and rated for a 4HP
engine. Includes aluminum
paddles, pump and repair kit.
Fits even the smallest cruisers
deck.

Priced at $1,800.00

ALL WILDERNESS TARPON
KAYAKS

The popular Tarpon series offers
exceptional paddling performance
through enhanced bow lift for gliding
through the surf and copious tank
well storage space. Raised floors
offer an even drier ride in the seating
area; includes integrated seats and
deck stowage areas.

Priced from $675.00

L8
N

WHAT’S ON SALE
IN STORE?

ALL SOUTHERN BRAID ROPES

Double braided ropes manufactured from high tenacity polyester
with colour markers. The cover is braided over the core in a finer
braid. All the braids are made either 16, 24 or 32 plait, utilizing the
latest machines to ensure perfect yarn tension to produce quality
ropes with high break loads and wear resistance. Used for Genoa
sheets, Main sheets, -
control lines and
halyards on charter,
cruising and certain
racing boats.

All Southern Ropes 30% off

KANBERRA GEL AIR PURIFIER

Already a staple in the Mega-Yacht industry,
Kanberra Gel is a biodegradable gel com-
position made with pharmaceutical-grade
Australian Tea Tree Oil. Dissipating into the air
to break down mildew, molds and viruses at
the molecular level, Kanberra Gel effectively
eliminates molds and odor. It is blanketing
the cabin with a protective vapor enhancing
overall cabin air quality and comfort.
Available in 2, 4, 8 and 160z Containers.

Priced from $21.50

30

OFF
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ALL PLASTIMO HORSESHOE
BUOY SETS

Available with an Orange or Yellow
Buoy; set includes a Stainless Steel
Bracket and a SOLAS fixed man over
board light.

Priced at $105.00

MAC HEAVY DUTY BATTERIES

MAC Batteries are heavy duty lead acid
batteries offering great value to cruisers.
Plates are made of Reinforced Lead-Calcium-
Silver Alloy offering greater resistance to
grid-corrosion and overcharging; minimal
gas and water loss, great resistance to vib-
ration and long life cycles. Available in group
31,4D and 8D.

Group 31 priced at $177.95, 4D at $242.25 and 8D at $277.95
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