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GOMPARING TO GET
THEBEST DEAL?

Raymarine

WEKNOW WHAT IS MOSTIMPORTANT TO YOU!

* Our staff can help you find the features you need.

» See it, touch it and walk out the door with the right unit for you.

* [f we don’t have it, we will special order with free Fed-Ex delivery!
* After sales service and warranty expediting, just in case...

The cheapest choice is not always the best deal.
Visit budgetmarine.com or one of our many locations for personal service and great prices!
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Many hurricanes have come and gone across these waters during those centuries
but Prince Rupert’s Bay has weathered well and resumed its role as a sailor’s haven
every fime. The canoes, caravels, galleons, frigates, whalers, brigantines, sloops and

schooners have always returned once the skies cleared and the swells subsided —
please join them.

Eastern Caribbean Cruisers’ VHF Nets

All times are Atlantic Central Stfandard Time

e In St. Martin, participate in Mike’s (“Shrimpy’s”) popular net from Monday o
Saturday on Ch-10 at 0730 hours.
e From English Harbour Radio, Anfigua, you can often hear weather and other
announcements on Ch-06 at 0900.
e Rodney Bay, St. Lucia enjoys a regular Monday-to-Saturday weather and security
net. It's held by volunteers in the marina on Ch-68 at 0830.
—Continued on next page

History Sails On in Dominica

Lennox Honychurch, who spearheaded the restoration of Fort
Shirley in Dominica and is the author of Dominica’s Cabrits and
Prince Rupert’s Bay, reports: The 18th century military complex
of Fort Shirley, which was carefully restored some years ago, sur-
vived Hurricane Maria undamaged. This was due, it is felt, to
the traditional methods of reconstruction and craftsmanship.
The hiking trails around the Cabrits National Park have been
reopened by the staff of the Dominica Forestry & National Parks
Division so that visitors can once more access the spectacular
viewpoints on the twin hills of the Calbrits and walk by the
remains of Georgian buildings which cover the 250-acre site.

The park’s bar and cafeteria, Prince Rupert’s Tavern, is up and
running and the dive shop housed in the 18th century Provision
Store is ready for action. The Cruise Ship Berth, however, was
badly hit and will require a total overhaul.

This sheltered anchorage of Prince Rupert’s Bay with its reef-
free sandy bottom has withessed the arrival of centuries of sea-
farers beginning with canoe-loads of Amerindian seftlers from
South America. A caravel from Columbus’ fleet circled the bay
during the admiral’s second voyage to the Caribbean in 1493
and from that time it became a favourite ‘wood and watering’
trading base for adventurers entering their new-found world.

The bay was visited by Spanish galleons, marauding pirates
and English ‘sea dogs’ such as John Hawkins, Sir Francis Drake
and the Earl of Cumberland as well as the cavalier Prince
Rupert of the Rhine affer whom the bay was officially named.

Lord Nelson sailed in regularly while based in Antigua.
Southern Confederate ships broke the Union naval blockade
here during the US Civil War by frading at Portsmouth town,
and Yankee whalers used the bay as a depot until the 1920s.
The first woman fo cross the Atlantic singlehanded under sail
(Ann Davison, in 1953) made her landfall here.

LENNOX HONYCHURCH

of seafarers, from Amerindian settlers to pirates to naval heroes to today’s yachtspeople
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Doyle Sailmakers BVI, Ltd Doyle Offshore Sails, Ltd
Road Reef Marina Six Crossroads

Road Town, Tortola St Philip

Tel: (284) 494 2569 Tel: (246) 423 4600
bob@doylecaribbean.com joanne@doylecaribbean.com

www.DOYLECARIBBEAN.com
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—Continued from previous page

e From Bequia’s Admiralty Bay, Cheryl Johnson at The Fig Tree restaurant runs an
informative net every morning on Ch-68 at 0800.

e The Grenada Cruiser’s VHF Net is held from Monday through Saturday on Ch-66
(International VHF Band Plan) at 0730. This net originates from various volunteers on
yachts in Grenada. The net utilizes a powerful VHF repeater in Grenada that trans-
mits on Ch-66 Duplex and has a large coverage area. Ensure that your VHF is set to
International Band Plan, not Canadian or US.

¢ In Trinidad, participate in the cruiser’'s morning net, seven days a week on Ch-68
at 0800.

¢ In Venezuela, the Puerto La Cruz VHF net is at 0745 on Ch-72 as available.

e Curacao’s VHF net is at 0745 on Ch-72 Monday through Saturday.

SSCA Adds an HF Radio Service

Glenn Tuttle reports: During this time of year when many cruisers are in the
Bahamas and may be without WiFi service or inexpensive cellular service, Jim West
(KIM) and | (KPK), who run the SSCA HF Radio Service, are going to offer our services
twice each morning.

The first SSCA Net will remain at 0715 hours EST (1215 hours UTC) on SSB frequency
8.104 immediately following the Coconut Telegraph Net. The intended audience for
this net is primarily Caribbean cruisers.

The second SSCA Net will begin at 0815 hours EST (1315 hours UTC) on SSB frequen-
cy 8.104 — 15 minutes before the start of the Cruiseheimers Net. The infended audi-
ence is primarily Bahamas and East Coast cruisers.

The primary purpose of both nets will be to provide current news updates of inter-
est to cruisers from such sources as the Caribbean Safety & Security Net, Noonsite,
The Salty Southeast Cruisers Net, Caribbean Compass, Bahamas Chatter, etceteraq,
as well as providing our land-based resources to cruisers. We can provide radio
checks, float plans, telephone patches to family and friends in the United States;
calls fo medical, veterinary or mechanical professionals; internet searches, or any
other assistance we may be able to provide.

Although these nets are a service provided by the SSCA, all vessels are encour-
aged fo participate. Any vessel having emergency or priority tfraffic which we
are not copying is advised to contact the Cruiseheimers Net, which begins at
0830 hours EST on frequency 8.152, and/or the Doo Dah Net at 1700 hours EST on
frequency 8.152.

In a frue emergency, anyone with or without an Amateur Radio license, may use
any frequency including the Maritime Mobile Service Net on frequency 14.300. This
frequency is guarded by dedicated net controllers beginning at 0700 hours EST until
approximately 2300 hours EST and trained fo assist vessels with emergencies.

Suggestions and comments regarding the SSCA HF Radio Service may be sent to
Glenn at KPK@ssca.org or to Jim at KIM@ssca.org

Eight Bells, Nick Philp

Lucy Tulloch reports: “Solid friend, man of principles, master craftsman.” “A very fine
man, who always had a tale to tell.” “Always ready to help.” “If Nick was at the helm,
you slept well.” “The most honest man | have ever known.” These are just a few of the
things people have said about Nick since he passed away in December in England,
following a battle against cancer — a battle he fought with strength and integrity.

Nicholas Raymond Philp was born November 4th, 1949 and grew up in Croydon,
England. He learnt his lifelong skill of printing at Watford College of Technology in
1972, going on to be founder and director of the successful printing business
Camden Colour Print Ltd. with his cousin Carl, in London from 1980 to ‘85.

In around 1985, he bought and over five years, restored and converted a Martello
tower in East Sussex, which he later sold. At about the same fime, he bought the
Mirage 37 Victoria George, which he sailed in the English Channel, the Greek Islands
and Canaries before crossing the Atlantic with the ARC rally to Barbados.

Reaching the Caribbean, he quickly became a passionate racing man and was
much sought-after on the foredeck of competitive yachts in both Bequia
and Anfigua.

—Continued on next page

HOOTINL ADNT

Nicke Philp raced and cruised in the Caribbean, and after a circumnavigation aboard his
34-foot S&S sloop, Scalpay, returned to Antigua to run a top printing and framing shop
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Paul Savino writes: “He ran the bow (of Stormy Weather) perfectly and carefully
calculated every sail change and pole maneuver. He was always calm, comfort-
able and confident up there.”

| raced the Fastnet in 1993 with him on Stormy Weather, the famous 54-foot 1934
Sparkman & Stephens yawl, in a gale. The main had pulled the track from the mast
and affer rounding Fastnet Rock, Nick went aloft to screw it back so that we could
hoist the full main for our downwind leg to the finish line. As watch-leader, he put
me on the helm for this agonizingly long half an hour. Just when | was feeling rather
chuffed that he had chosen me, | realized he had done it so that he could continu-
ously curse expletives at me for the entire 30 minutes!

It was around 1996 when | picked him up from the airport one day and he asked if
we might pop into Crabb’s Marina at North Sound on the way to English Harbour.
"Be delighted to,” | grinned. "I've just bought a boat there.” And so, by some crazy
coincidence, had he! His beloved 34-foot S&S Scalpay of Rhu stood alongside, mere

. i “‘

‘Sailing with him was a blessing... If Nick was at the helm, you slept well’

HOOTINL AONT

feet away from Bourree, which | had bought that very same week. Gradually, in his
inimitable style, he began to refit and prepare her for his circumnavigation.

Meanwhile, Nick did two seasons as a carpenter at Woodstock Boatbuilders in
Antigua. Founder Andrew Robinson says, “Nick contributed to the success of
Woodstock. In the early years, his practical approach and ‘only the best is good
enough’ standard is something we've strived to build on.”

He set off with Matthieu in May 1998, sailing straight to Coldn to prepare for
going through the Panama Canal. From Panamd they sailed to the Galapagos,
where they anchored at Santa Cruz Island. One morning, Matthieu tells me, they
were both hung over, and Matthieu said to Nick: “It's time to go, | tell you!” Nick
cracked up laughing. That saying followed them for many miles, way beyond
their long Pacific crossing. “Every time we were talking since then, one of us
would say it.”

They sailed to Pitcairn Island, the Gambiers, Tahiti, Bora Bora, the Cook Islands
and Niue, where the Niue Yacht Club organized a cruisers’ regatta; locals were
invited to embark on the boats and Scalpay won. Tonga and Fiji were their last
fropical stops before New Zealand in October the same year. They left New
Zealand in 1999 reaching Brisbane, Australia, in September. Nick worked as print-
er in Papua New Guinea for a year, learning to digitize his skills and learn
Photoshop and modern printing.

After all those days and weeks and months at sea, Matthieu writes, “Nick is one of
the few who mark my life. We never argued; sailing with him was a blessing”.

Returning from his circumnavigation, Nick bought The Frame Shop in English
Harbour and set up what many artists agree was the best printing and framing shop
in the Caribbean. He was meticulous and creative. He would make frames by hand,
match existing colours or finishes with complex mix of varnishes or stains or with the
finiest of brushes. It was quite normal for him to work all night for a client. He never
let you down.

Paul Savino again: “His best work was making a copy of one of the best-known,
detailed drawings of Antigua from around the mid-1700s. It required putting fogeth-
er four large sheets from a pilot book and then joining them together as one big
map, around three by three feet, and then sealing this into archival gloss. It hung on
the wall in the Museum of Antigua.”

“He was infuriating at times, a grumpy old curmudgeon, but had a heart of gold
and would move a mountain to help anyone in need. So really, the best sort of
friend,” says Clare Cupples. Many say Nick was at his best in a crisis. He stepped in,
immediately, did exactly what was needed, nor for thanks or accolade. Many years
ago, when Peter Hutchinson fell from his boat Rainbow whilst on the hard, Nick com-
pletely took care of the boat for him during his recovery. More recently he helped
Peter bring his narrowboat from York to Maidstone along the canals of England with
his close friend John Robertson, with whom Nick lived during his cancer treatment in
the UK and who was a solid and supportive friend up fo the last.

He was a private man with no time for social media. When my time comes for me
to see him “on the other side” — as he put it a couple of weeks ago — I'm going to
get a right proper telling off for writing all this!

Get Your Compass in Antigual!
Pick up your copy of Caribbean Compass in Antigua at all Budget Marine stores —
Jolly Harbour, English Harbour, and North Sound Marina.
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BUSINESS BRIEFS

Budget Marine St. Maarten Fully Operational

Nicole Corvellec reports: Budget Marine was the first chandlery in St. Maarten to
open after the passing of Hurricane Irma. The building was hardly damaged by the
hurricane but five break-ins followed by looting caused problems that have all been
resolved. The Service Center is also fully functional for your outboard and dinghy
repairs and access to our premises is as easy as ever, both by dinghy and by car.

g - In addition to
having the usual
full range of chan-
dlery items avail-
able, Budget
Marine St.
Maarten has an
even greater
focus now on
reconstruction
materials to supply
boats in need of
repairs. This
includes high-
quality marine ply-
wood, polycar-
bonates, core
materials, and
reinforcing material resins including epoxy and polyester. Budget Marine St. Maarten
is offering custom pricing packages to those yachts reconstructing after Irma.

Come and visit the Cole Bay location to learn more about these packages or to
browse their fully stocked shop with competitive pricing. See you in St Maarten!
For more information on Budget Marine see ad on page 2.

- -

Curacao Marine Continues Developments

Curacao Marine reports: Since our last News Flash in this column, where we shared a
long list of improvements, Curacao Marine didn’t sit stilll The improvements and devel-
opments at the yard have contfinued steadily. We promised to keep you up to date:

Equipment maintenance: Our machinery is the core of our business, therefore the
second round of maintenance on our tractor and frailer has been carried out.

Arrival by boat: The visibility of the shallow spot in front of our marina has
been improved.

Yard capacity: 665 boat stands have been delivered. We can now offer long- and
short-term storage on the hard to about 80 more yachts.

Shuttle service: Our partner, Caribbean Handling & Commerce, offers customers of
Curacao Marine a shuttle service to Customs and Immigration at a small fee.

Product shipment service: Caribbean Handling & Commerce also offers anoth-
er special service to clients of Curacao Marine — fransportation of goods from St.
Martin to Curacao. Ideal when a certain item or special paint is not available on our
island, you can buy it online and they ship it to Curacao for you! Ask about this ser-
vice at our reception or via our contact form online.

Car rental: We have added a few more cars to our rental fleet; it’s as easy as 1-2-3
to step off your yacht and be on your way to get provisions or fo go sightseeing.

And we are not stopping here — big improvements and investments ahead!

For more information on Curacao Marine see ad on page 26.

Horizon’s Partnership with Cummins-Onan Expands Services from Clarke’s Court

Horizon Yachts Grenada has recently cemented a new relationship with Cummins-
Onan fo supply and install generators, and has already completed three very differ-
ent projects for clients.

The first job undertaken was to install an 8kW unit as a back-up generator on a
67-foot charter catamaran. The client required a smaller, quieter unit that could be
run at night and still support the boat’s central air conditioning system. With the use
of “Smart Start” units on the compressors, greatly reducing the inifial start-up current
required, this considerably smaller generator is able to run two of the three compres-
sors on the AC plant. The generator is extremely quiet and fits the client’s specific
needs perfectly.

The second project was the installation of a 7.5kW generator and new battery bank
on a 50-foot monohull. The owner had not had a generator on board before, but
now wanted to be able o run air conditioning while off the dock and improve the
overall power man-
agement on board.
The boat is very well
fitted out, so power
consumption is very
significant and the
new generator is prov-
ing easily able to han-
dle the loads required.
The generator has
been installed in the
stern of the boat to
minimize the sound
aboard when running.

An upgrade
replacement of a
7.5kW generator from
a smaller 5kW unit on
a 47-foot monohull
was the third job
undertaken to date.
The previous unit had
been unreliable and
was not big enough
to run all the systems
that were needed.
The new power plant
easily manages all the air conditioning systems and battery charger, as well as all
the other power requirements on board.

All three units have been installed with a “dry exhaust” system, so that the cooling
water is discharged underwater — putting an end to the continual splashing noise
as water exits the exhaust.

B

—Continued on next page
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YACHTIE APPRECIATION WEEK
with all 50 moorings in place!

FEBRUARY 18TH - 24TH 2018

Come celebrate the installation of a new mooring
field in Prince Rupert’s Bay and explore the many
wonders of this less visited island
¢ Free Moorings

e Discounted Island Tours

¢ Nightly Socials :
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T T
cociarion OF YAC

EVENTS & ACTIVITIES
¢ \Welcome Barbecue and Rum Punch

¢ Sporting activities: soccer and cricket

» Hiking and tours to hot spots such as the famous
Indian River, Trafalgar Falls, Middleham Falls,
world famous Boiling Lake and the
Waitukubuli National Trail.

e Lion Fish cookout

e President’s dinner at the Fort

¢ Experience Dominica’s hot natural sulphur springs.
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THE MOORING FIELD DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION
Dedicated to offering help

in providing environmentally
protective mooring options

# that fosters visitation and

~ economic development to
emerging sailing destinations
Contact Hank Schmitt at
offshorepassage@sprintmail.com
to learn more
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MULTI-BIOCIDE
ANTIFOULING

POWER!

BRHE FOR USE I T UNITED $7ATES OF ASCE
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PREMIUM QUALITY

f
ANTIFOULING

1005 BLACK : Dual-Biocides

Triple-Biocide

ISLANDS FAMILY

Multi-biocide antifouling solutions
for every Caribbean sailor

» #1 Antifouling Paint in the Caribbean
* Proven Multi-Season Longevity
» Self-polishing Premium Antifouling Performance

Ask for Sea Hawk at boatyards and marine retailers

PREMIUM YACHT FINISHES

727-523-8053 » ContactUs @SeaHawkPaints.com
www.SeaHawkPaints.com

Hand Crafted in Americal

—Continued from previous page

To discuss any generator installation requirements or any other management or
maintenance projects, contact James Pascall (473) 439-1000, or Gary Haynes
(473) 415-0431.

For more information on Horizon Yachts Grenada see ad in the Market Place
section, pages 42 to 44.

Marina Puerto Del Rey llluminated

The largest marina in the Caribbean provides its clients with power during
uncertain times.

Following a 90-day period without full power for its nearly 1,000 wet- slips, 750 dry-
stack spaces and 15 acres of land storage, Marina Puerto Del Rey in Puerto Rico is
now fully electrified. The undertaking was the result of careful planning and imple-
mentation with RIMCO, the Caterpillar distributor in Puerto Rico; PREPA, the Puerto
Rico Electric Power Authority; and the Port of Jacksonville.

Although the generator had always been a key component of developer Nicholas
Prouty’s vision of pairing super-high capacity generators with his US$10-million invest-
ment in solar power, Hurricanes Irma and Maria accelerated his plans with the instal-
lation of the very powerful Cat generator.

*| am very proud to offer double redundancy. We are now living in a world of rap-
idly changing weather patterns and unfortunately these weather events will contin-
ue to happen. What can change however is how we plan for them in the future.
Never again will an asset as important to nautical fourism and the economic recov-
ery of Puerto Rico be sidelined. Puerto Rico will prove its resiliency and as members
of the private sector, we fully support that ideal,” says Prouty, CEO of Putnam
Bridge, the compony that owns the marina.

“"We recognize that
PREPA’s first priority is
to restore power for
essential services and
homeowners, so it
was with that in mind
that we decided to
move up the time-
table with Caterpillar
and PREPA,” said
Prouty. “Aside from
the great pleasure
our boaters take in
being a member of
our family oriented
marina, Puerto Del
Rey, let us not forget
that it is also the pri-
mary source of
employment for nearly 1,000 hard- worklng Puerto Ricans in Fajardo and Ceiba, so
no power has also meant no work for our skilled journeymen, painters and electri-
cians. Now they will be getting back to work and that fact more than any other
makes my decision so satisfying.”

The new 1,500Kw generator will offering Puerto Del Rey’s clients a stable power source.

Marina Puerto Del Rey was purchased out of bankruptcy in 2013 by Prouty’s
firm, Putnam Bridge, and since then has undergone a massive investment
in infrastructure.

The new infrastructure investments over the past three years have made Puerto Del
Rey well prepared for a hurricane. Millions were spent on the breakwater, on repair-
ing and reinforcing the concrete docks and on building the most sophisticated hurri-
cane tie-downs. Highly detailed Hurricane Plans were created. When it was clear
that Hurricane Maria would make landfall, marina CEO Carolina Corral declared a
“code red” status and every employee was activated and called in to prepare. As
a result, less than three percent of the boats had major damage after the cato-
strophic Category 4 hurricane, and that is something to be proud of.

To learn more about Marina Puerto Del Rey, call (787) 860-1000,
e-mail customerservice@puertodelrey.com, or visit www.puertodelrey.com

Multihull Company Offers - S—
Classes, Charters on [ w“
Balance 451 Cat

The Multihull Company,
in partnership with LTD
Sailing School in Grenada,
is pleased to offer sailing
school classes and skip-
pered charters on a
Balance 451 catamaran.
This is a beautiful owner’s
edition model with the
addifion of a small office
space/single cabin.
Come take a look at this
perfect balance between
performance and comfort
in a blue-water performance cruising catamaran.

Visit the Grenada branch of The Multihull Company one dock over from Secret
Harbor Marina, call (473) 457-3245 or e-mail Chris@multihullcompany.com.

For more information on The Mulfihull Company see ad on page 44.

Island Dreams Launches Boatshed Grenada Yacht Brokerage

Boatshed is expanding its yacht brokerage presence in the Southern Caribbean
with a new location in Grenada. Island Dreams will be part of a feam of about 120
specialist Boatshed brokers, agents and representatives operating from 66 locations
in 18 countries and supported by a central HQ team of 14 professionals. The new
Boatshed Grenada office joins offices in St. Vincent & the Grenadines, St. Lucia and
the BVI to strengthen the group’s overall reach in the Caribbean. Over the coming
months Boatshed is intent on increasing coverage across the Caribbean giving full
coverage for cruising and charter boats in fransit throughout the Islands.

Anita Sutton, co-owner of Island Dreams, says, “We have been involved in various
aspects of boat sales over the years, and we feel the time is right in Grenada for the
type of full service international brokerage presence Boatshed offers.” Islkand Dreams
and Boatshed combine nearly 40 years’ experience of the yachting industry in the
Windward Islands with an international organization accessing top-level expertise.

Island Dreams has been providing yacht maintenance and management services
in Grenada since 1999. With its main office at Port Louis Marina, and a satellite office
at Clarkes Court Boatyard, the company is well placed to offer advice and support
to owners wishing fo sell their boat.

—Continued on next page
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Boatshed is one of the largest, most successful international yacht brokerages in
the world, specializing in the sale and purchase of second-hand sail and motor-
boats. The business has grown into a major international business and a well-known
cornerstone of the yacht brokerage industry in the UK and overseas.

For more information contact Anita at anitasutton@boatshedgrenada.com or visit

%r/fr?grgffgi%?r%g‘?;dghclzgnd Dreams see ad in the Market Place section, pages N I GY E RO D N EY B AY MARI NA
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World Cruising Club Team Welcomes Andy Bristow

There’s a new hand at the helm of World Cruising Club’s events team.

World Cruising Club, the organizer of the ARC sailing rally events, has welcomed
aboard Andy Bristow as its new Operations Director. Andy has sailed for as long as he
can remember and joined the WCC team in September 2017, following a full military
career specializing in communications that saw him promoted to become the British
Army’s Signals Officer in Chief. He also completed the 1989-90 Whitbread Round the
World Race, managed and skippered the British Army’s Offshore Racing programme
and skippered the British Army Antarctic Expedition, which sailed from the UK fo
Antarctica and back. On board his own classic sloop he has enjoyed many single-
handed, double-handed and fully crewed voyages including an expedition to Arctic
Svalbard. His logbook records over 250,000 miles and 15 transatlantic crossings, so he
is well placed to join WCC's team of experienced ocean sailing enthusiasts.

Visit www.worldcruising.com for more information on World Cruising Club events.

Cornell Odyssey Rallies Come to an End

Jimmy Cornell reports: In 2013, almost exactly 15 years after | had stopped my
involvement with the ARC
(Atlantic Rally for Cruisers), |
decided to launch the Atlantic
Odyssey, the aim of which was
to bring back the original spirit of
my earlier rallies. A dozen more
transatlantic rallies have followed
since then, the various Odysseys,
such as the Atlantic and
Caribbean Odyssey, and the
Islands Odyssey, being a great
success among cruising sailors
and attracting mostly families.

As a cruising sailor myself |
knew very well what sailors 3
needed before and during an Caribbean Odyssey yachts moored in Barbados
ocean passage. From pre-start
seminars and practical demon-
strations to cultural visits and activities for children, each Odyssey was characterized
by a joyful atmosphere of camaraderie.

Over the years | have been fortunate to meet many outstanding people among

the sailors taking part in my rallies and many have become close friends. It is indeed
the people whom | met that have been the main source of satisfaction in organizing IHVITES YOU TO
these events, and this is what | shall miss most.

But, as with everything else in life, there comes a point to stop. Having achieved
my aim of recreating the spirit and atmosphere of my earlier rallies, the moment has KEEP YOUR YACHT
arrived to close this chapter in my life. The Caribbean Odyssey starting from Tenerife
on January 6th, 2018 will be the last.

WITH US THIS SUMMER

ARC USA and ARC Europe Rallies 2018
ARC USA makes a real cruise of the passage from the Caribbean to the East Coast
of the US. Sail in company from Tortola, BVI to Bermuda, then on to Portsmouth,
Virginia or other East Coast ports, or from Tortola to Fort Lauderdale, Florida via the
Old Bahama Channel. CATAMARANS
ARC Europe is a cruise in company from the Caribbean to southern Portugal, explor- o
ing Bermuda and the Azores on the way. This rally has two starts; from the Chesapeake 1. FREE electricity*
on the US East Coast, and from Nanny Cay, Tortola BVI; with the two fleets meeting in
Bermuda. Then on to cruise the Azores before the final voyage to Europe. 2. NO catamaran su rchcrge
The World Cruising Club team is with you in every port, helping you make the most 0 .
of your time ashore with parties and tours, advice and support. 3. 15% off Customs and Brokerage Services
Both ARC USA and ARC Europe 2018 depart Tortola, BVI on May 5th.
Visit www. worldcruising.com for more information.

New ‘Atlantic Back Cruising’ Rally: Guadeloupe-Azores-Europe MO N O H U LLS

Francois Séruzier reports: Every year hundreds of boats cross the Atlantic from east 1. FREE electricity*
to west, individually, racing, and in rallies. The prospect of sailing with the wind and . .
arriving under the hot sun of the Antilles attracts thousands of British and European 2. FREE Careta klng PGCnge
sailors every year and is the realization of a dream for many. 3. 15% off Cust d Brok S .

And then, after a season of exploring the Caribbean, it’s time to think of the . 0O usioms and brokerage oervices
return voyage.

Some people choose to return their boat by cargo ship, but most return by sail.
Many owners and crews wish to have an organized west-to-east rally with an orgao-
nizing body that ensures that each participant is tracked all the way from their
departure from the Caribbean to their arrival in their homeport.

Scheduled to start on May13th, the new Atlantic Back Cruising rally allows a crossing
with a maximum security factor with a stop in the famous archipelago of the Azores.

A friendly welcome awaits Aflantic Back Cruising rally participants in Guadeloupe,

with fourism opportunities and support for your preparation a week before you depart.
A stop at Horta in the Azores

provides a few days rest

and allows you to enjoy the { k DEPARTURE

island of Faial, before leav- X Guadeloupe May 13th 2018
ing on the day you wish for u ATLANTIC

your final destination. )
The Atlantic Back Cruising CRUI

Organization is happy to
provide this unique event,
organizing a crossing that is
sociable and friendly but
most importantly as safe

as possible.

The organization team will
be in Guadeloupe,
Martinique, St. Barth and
Antigua in early February. If you are cruising in these areas, don’t hesitate to con-
tact us at contact@atlanticbackeruising.com and it will be a pleasure to meet you.

Visit our website at www.atlanticbackcruising.com

For more information on the Atlantic Back Rally see ad on page 11.
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CSA Retains Focus on Sailing Development
The 2017 Caribbean Sailing Association’s Annual
General Meeting was held November 29th 2017 in

About the coming year Lammers said, “In a season
which has had such a challenging start, 2018 will be
about consolidation for many of the programmes and
events around the region. Internally we are focused
on implementing new procedures with respect to the
CSA Rating Rule and improving our efficiency for visit-
ing yachtsmen applying for a rating.”

Existing board members Michael Green of St. Lucia,
Pam Fuller of the BVI, Mark Theron of St. Kitts & Nevis,
Alison Sly-Adams of Antigua and Peter Holmberg of St.
Thomas are joined by newly elected directors Jaime
Torres from Puerto Rico and Bob Hillier from the US and
St. Maarten.

Caribbean 1500: ‘Nanny Cay was Wonderful’

turned to southerlies. For the quicker yachts, that was
not an issue because they were in Tortola’s Nanny
Cay Marina by the fime the winds had turned to the
south. The latter half of the fleet tacked upwind for a
few days. “In the years that | have been involved with
the Caribbean 1500, | have never seen sustained
winds from the south for this long” said longtime C1500
sailor Miles Poor. All participants arrived safely.

But Hurricane Irma hit Tortola hard in September —
what would the sailors find on arrival in November?

Peta Cozier, event manager of C1500's organizing
body, World Cruising Club, says, “Nanny Cay Marina
was wonderful. Within three weeks of the storm, they
said, ‘"You can come ahead’. They worked so hard to
be ready. Two docks were in good condition, which
could accommodate the fleet. Night arrivals had to

The 28th Caribbean 1500 yacht rally started on
Antigua. Members present were joined electronically - — E s
by 21 other members from across the Caribbean to | "
discuss the business of Caribbean sailing and to elect .
officials for the coming year.

Without exception, sailing development continues fo
be the biggest focus moving forward, outside of the
CSA Rating Rule and promotion of the sport of sailing in
accordance with the organization’s mission statement.

The focus on sailing development was launched dur-
ing the 2013 Regatta Organizers Conference in Puerto
Rico when delegates discussed the frends in partici-
pation of the sport of sailing and the relative
decrease in numbers of people entering the sport. It
was agreed that the CSA had a part to play in sup-
porting sailing programmes and schools throughout
the region. The more structured and effective the pro-
grammes are, the more they encourage youths to
get on the water. This helps grow the sport and even-
tually the regional regattas.

Confinued involvement from yacht clubs and pro-
grammes and Member National Authorities is bring-
ing benefits in sharing ideas, opportunities and chal-
lenges. helping the region to move forward with a
united voice.

Kathy Lammers, re-elected as President for a third
and final term, expressed her concern to all the
islands affected by recent hurricanes. The aftendees
shared their challenges — aside from loss of boats for
youth programmes, the lack of priority for sailing
when compared to essential services means that it
will take time to get programmes back up and run-
ning. The CSA through its Sailing Development
Committee is looking at how it can support the pro-
grammes going forward.
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Just over two months after Hurricane Irma hit Tortola, Caribbean 1500 sailors were well received
at Nanny Cay Marina

November 5th, 2017 from Virginia, USA, with 18 boats
bound for Tortola, BVI, loaded with hurricane relief
supplies. After 11 days of ideal conditions, winds

stand off; the marina didn’t want to risk them coming
in at night.”
—Continued on next page

BEQUIA SAILING CLUB

Crossing the channels between Caribbean islands with a favorable tide will
make your passage faster and more comfortable. The table below, courtesy Don
Street, author of Street’s Guides and compiler of Imray-lolaire charts, which
shows the time of the meridian passage (or zenith) of the moon for this AND next
month, will help you calculate the tides.

Water, Don explains, generally tries to run toward the moon. The tide starts
running to the east soon after moonrise, continues to run east until about an
hour after the moon reaches its zenith (see TIME below) and then runs westward.
From just after the moon’s setting to just after its nadir, the tide runs eastward;
and from just after its nadir to soon after its rising, the tide runs westward; i.e.
the tide floods from west to east. Times given are local.

Note: the maximum tide is 3 or 4 days after the new and full moons.

For more information, see “Tides and Currents” on the back of all Imray Iolaire
charts. Fair tides!
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MARCH 29TH - APRIL 2ND

February 2018 20 1550 10 0642
DATE TIME 21 1639 11 0730

1 0040 22 1730 12 0818

2 0137 23 1825 13 0905

3 0230 24 1922 14 0953

4 0321 25 2022 15 1036

5 0409 26 2122 16 1126

6 0456 27 2222 17 1212

7 0542 28 2319 18 1259

8 0627 19 1346

9 0714 March 2018 20 1436

10 0801 DATE TIME 21 1527

11 0848 1 0000 22 1621

12 0936 2 0015 23 1717

13 1024 3 0107 24 1815

14 1111 4 0157 25 1913

15 1159 5 0245 26 2012

g r 9 16 1245 6 0333 27 2108
- 17 1331 7 0420 28 2203

Contactus at; mfn@bequlasallmgcluh com | 1784 532 8006 | ITBM‘)T 3576 | 178&&31 6632 18 1416 8 0507 29 2255
1502 9 0554 30 2345

www.bequiaregatta.com 19



—Continued from previous page

She adds that the C1500 2017 sailors “were a very
good crowd. They brought solar panels, batteries,
school supplies, purification tablets to be distributed
by the chandlery — everything they could think of.
They were all happy to be able to help in some way.
Everyone who could volunteered to help clear up the
museum in Road Town.”

At the marina, Peg Legs restaurant was gone, but
the outdoor barbecue area was largely undamaged,
and another get-together was held at Gennikers,
which was also okay. Although an 11:00pm curfew was
still on, so staff had to leave and parties ended earlier
than usual, Peta says, "We had a blast. Nanny Cay
proved that Tortola wasn’t beaten.”

Visit www.worldcruising.com/Carib 1500
for more information.

25 for St. Lucia’s Mango Bowl 2017

The St. Lucia Yacht Club’s 6th Annual Mango Bowl
Regatta took place from November 24th through 26th
off Reduit Beach. With 25 boats registered — four in
Racing Class, eight in Cruising Class, and 13 in the
combined J/24 and Surprise Class — more than 150
sailors from Barbados, Grenada, Martinique, Antigua
and St. Lucia took part. Commodore Gene Lawrence
remarked on young sailors” participation throughout
the event being a good sign for the future of sailing
both locally and in the region.

Day One provided three races each for the Racing
and Cruising Classes while the J24/Surprise Class sailed
five races for the day. On the Sunday, Racing and

Cruising Classes completed two races in their half day,

while the J24/Surprise group completed another
three. Eight young local sailors being coached by
SLYC'’s Freddy Sweeney came out for Optimist races
on the Sunday afternoon.

Jean Michel Figueres’ Farr 40 OD, Perseverare

Diabolicum, from Martinique, took first place in Racing
Claoss; and Sandy Mair’s First 35, Cricket, from Antigua,
topped the Cruising Class. Robbie Yearwood'’s Die
Hard of Grenada won first prize among the J/24s, with
Vianney Saintenoy’s Digilife taking first place in the
Surprise Class as well as the combined J24/Surprise
Class. Each class winner received a hand-painted
Mango Bowl sponsored by the St. Lucia
Sailing Association.

Greening the Caribbean and Wayne Neale worked
diligently to aid the promotion of "Clean Regatta”
through the Sailors for the Sea program.

‘Christmas Winds’ for High Tide Series in Antigua

The Budget Marine High Tide Series, held in Antigua
from December 21st through 26th, 2017, was highly
competitive with the closest finish eight seconds apart.
Tradewinds of 14 fo 19 knots in the first two days were
followed by winds gusting to 24 knots inside the harbour
and 30 knofts along the coast, with the seaway running
up to two or more metres in the final day of racing.

The clear winner was the Melges 24 Regardless in
the Racing Class, with Richard Archer at the helm,
who took home the series win. Second place went
tfo Carlo Falcone, who had to pull out of Race 5
with a damaged fraveler, with his Caccia Alla
Volpe, a 1970s Valacelli design out of plywood.
Third place went to Geoffrey Pidduck on the 6
Meter Biwi Magic.

Cruising Class was won by Bernie Wong who aban-
doned his usual hi-tech racer for the very old but
solid Huey Too, a modified Cal 40, followed by
Sandy Mair on the Beneteau First 35 Cricket. Visiting
yacht Topaz, a modern classic, rounded out the
entry in cruising and was also awarded the Jack
Patterson prize.

Organizer Richard Archer emphasized at the final
awards that the intention of the AYC is fo maintain the
level of local sailing at the Antigua Yacht Club with a
solid program in the coming season. Sponsor repre-
sentative Robbie Ferron explained how this dedication
of the AYC motivates the Caribbean Chandlery
Group Budget Marine to continue sponsorship of this
longstanding Christmas event.

World ARC Rally Departs St. Lucia
On January 6th, 33 yachts began their round-the-
world sailing adventure from Rodney Bay, St. Lucia in
the World ARC 2018-19.
—Continued on next page
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La transat retour / The back cruising

SIX DAYS BEFORE DEPARTURE :
(from May 7th 2018)

All the boats are in the marina
(Pointe a Pitre - Free mooring)
Final registration

Briefings : safety - communication
Safety controls on board

Festivities :
Cocktails - Music - Tourism offers

AFTER DEPARTURE :
Guadeloupe - Azores
& Azores to your final mooring
Fleet surveillance 24/24 (with satellite trackers)
Report positions on the Internet
Every day you receive :
- Forecast (general situation and grib files)
- Fleet position

RALLY

BACK TRANSAT / TRANSAT RETOUR
DEPARTURE : MAY 13th 2018
Guadeloupe / Azores / Your final Mooring !

el

BACK'CRUISING

GUADELOUPE - AZORES - EUROPE

RALLYE - TRANSAT RETOUR
RALLY - BACKTRANSAT

- Routing
- General information
Maritime organization can be called at

www.atlanticbackcruising.com

email : contact@atlanticbackcruising.com

any time by the boats and families

ATLANTIC
BACK'CRUISING

GUADELOUPE - ACORES - EUROPE

La fransat retour / The back cruising

SINGULARITY :

Cross the Atlantic from West to East with
a maximum of safety.
A professional team follows you 24/24.

Departure of the fleet on May 13th 2018
from Guadeloupe Island (pointe a Pitre)

Warm welcom to the Azores (Horta)
Restart from Azores when you wish and

the Maritime office follows you UNTIL YOUR
FINAL MOORING

!E!MW




—Continued from previous page

The German yacht Lunatix, an X-Yachts Xp50 skip-
pered by Friedrich Biehnert, led the fleet past the first
and only mark of the course, a turning mark situated
near Castries Bay. Four Iate starters will follow on their
815-nautical-mile passage to Santa Marta, Colombia
once technical problems have been resolved.
Marina Santa Marta on the Caribbean coast of
Colombia is one of the most popular stopovers on
the World ARC route.

In total, 45 boats will sail with the World ARC 2018-19
rally in the next 15 months; some sailing the full 26,000
miles, others joining for the Panama Transit, sailing to

February 3rd and 4th on Grand Anse Beach.

This, high-action, high-fun Festival has been a “must
go to” event on Grand Anse Beach for 25 consecu-
tive years and welcomes big crowds of spectators —
local community supporters, visiting yachtsmen and
cruisers, as well as hotel guests who have the chance
to experience a unique fraditional sailing experience.

For more information follow Grenada Sailing Festival
on Facebook.

Antigua 360° Race Open to All
The third edition of the Antigua 360° Race will take
place on February 16th, providing a 52 mile anti-
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Gran Prix

del Atlantico
competitors in
Lanzarote before
embarking for
Martinique

Australia before taking a year out to further explore
the Pacific or re-joining from a previous edition of the
rally. World ARC is an international event, with boats
sailing under the flags of 14 different nations, and
crews coming fromn more than 20 countries.

The preparations programme in St. Lucia before the
start ensured that crews were prepared for their
adventure. It has been supported by IGY Rodney Bay
Marina hosting the fleet, as well as the St. Lucia
Tourism Authority, and Events Company St. Lucia.

World ARC sets sail from St. Lucia every year and so
far 21 yachts are set to join the next edition of the rally
departing from Rodney Bay in January 2019.

Visit www.worldcruising.com/worldarc
for more information.

PAM CLAY

Gran Prix del Atléntico en Route to Martinique

The Gran Prix del Atlantico race started from the
Canary Islands on January 10th, bound for the Cape
Verde Islands and then onward to finish at Le Marin,
Martinique. The Spanish all-amateur race attracted
nine entries, including newcomers to the Atlantic
crossing as well as experienced skippers such as Juan
Antonio Martin, who will be sailing his 14th transatlan-
tic on the Oceanis 34, Vagabundo.

The fleet reported sustained northeast winds of 20 to
25 knofts, gusting to 35, and waves up fo five metres
on the passage from Lanzarote to Mindelo. As this
issue of Compass goes to press, all but one of the
boats had made a pit stop at Mindelo for technical
repairs and were now contfinuing onward across
the Atlantic.

ON THE HORIZON... —

Grenada Sailing Festival: 25 Years of

Workboat Racing

It will be a Silver Jubilee weekend when the Grenada
Sailing Festival stages its Workboat Regatta on

the Anfigua Superyacht Challenge committee, the
race is followed three days later by the RORC

tenth anniversary in 2018.

clockwise circumnavigation of Anfigua. Organized by

Caribbean 600 offshore classic, which is celebrating its

New for 2018, the Antigua 360° is open to all boats,
whether racing in the RORC Caribbean 600 or just
wanting to take a crack at the record. Stan Pearson,
who conceived the Antigua 360° and is a co-founder
of the RORC Caribbean 600, says, “The race around
Antigua offers many of the conditions and wind angles
seen on the 600, and some of the legs are even actu-
ally part of it, such as the start and the finish.”

Line Honours for both the Monohull and Multihull
Classes will be awarded a barrel of rum, with an addi-
tional barrel for a race record. The overall winner of
the race, for yachts racing under IRC, will also receive
a barrel suitably filled.

Visit www.antigua360race.com for more information.

Early Momentum for 38th

St. Maarten Heineken Regatta

Anticipation is building for the 38th St. Maarten
Heineken Regatta, scheduled for March Tst through
4th out of the St. Maarten Yacht Club, with a number
of world-class maxi, multihull and monohull teams hav-
ing signed up early to race. At least five teams are
returning to defend their 2017 class wins

“The St. Maarten Heineken Regatta is a big destina-
fion regatta for racers from the US,” said Jordan
Mindich, who will be returning with his J/105, Solsfice.
“Up in Long Island, we generally race one design, but
down in the Caribbean we always race under CSA
handicap, which we find to be competitive and very
even. That, coupled with consistent breeze and great
weather, makes for a great time.”

The racing starts on March 1st, with the Gill
Commodore’s Cup. The optional event is scored sepa-
rately. On the Friday the fleet embarks on the event’s
26-nautical-mile Around the Island Race before taking
on a series of windward-leeward races on the

Racing in St. Croix International Regatta 2016.
See news on the upcoming 2018 event on next page

Saturday and a single coastal race on the Sunday.

Visit http://heinekenregatta.com for more information.
Visit http.//regattaguru.com/heineken/ 100237 to register.
—Continued on next page
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25th St. Croix International Regatta for March

Anne Salafia reports: In the wakes of Hurricanes Irma
and Maria, the St. Croix Yacht Club has rescheduled
its 25th St. Croix International Regatta for March 9th
through 11th. The St. Croix International Regatta is usu-
ally held in November.

The SCYC will launch the event with its famous rum
party on March 8th. Music and dancing that night
set the stage for a weekend of serious racing, chal-
lenging courses, nightly entertainment, and great
Crucian food. Three days of races commence
March 9th with big boats racing in the Buck Island
Channel and smaller one-design boats competing in
Teague Bay. Coach Tino and his staff will hold an
Opti clinic that day.

In celebration of the regatta’s 25th anniversary,
Regatta Chairman Karen Stanton and Race
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Committee Director Julie San Martin are expecting
contenders from all over the USVI, the BVI, and Puerto
Rico and are awarding adult sailors more prizes than
ever before. As per tradition, winning skippers in class-
es of three or more boats take home their weight in
Cruzan Rum. Skippers perch cross-legged on one side
of the great scales as cases of rum are loaded onto
the other. (Top Optimists win their weight

in Gatorade.)

“We expect to see a very competitive class from the
Rhodes 19 sailors, along with the bigger boats as well,”
said Commodore Stanton. All bets are on the Rhodes
19s for the biggest and most competitive class in the

regatta. Expect tight competition among the kids this
year, too. The SCYC has added a 420s class for high
school sailors. The 25th St. Croix International Regatta
is an ISAF Youth World qualifier for the 29er class.

Visit www.stcroixyc.com for more information.

It’'s Back to the Good Old Days of Caribbean Racing!

Carol Bareuther reports: If you enjoyed Caribbean
racing in the 1970s and 1980s — or have heard the
stories and wished you were there — this year’s St.
Thomas International Regatta (STIR), set for March 23rd
through 25th, is the place to be!

After some fough soul searching, STIR organizers at
the host St. Thomas Yacht Club realized it would be
unfair fo promise a full-scale regatta without our dock
and deck covering. So, the next best thing was fo turn
back the clock to a simpler era.

“It’s all about simpler times, more fun, no worries and
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a chance to just come and enjoy the sailing,” says
regatta director Bill Canfield, who has been involved
in STIR for all but one of its 45 years and can attest fo
the great low-key island vibe in the early years. "We
will of course offer wonderful sailing ‘around the
rocks’, with our veteran PROs, great beach parties,
cold rum and hot music.”

STIR 2018 invites CSA Racing. Cruising and Bareboat
Classes; plus Multihull, Beach Cats and One-Design
Classes with a minimum length of 20 feet. The hoft, hot,
hot class will be the one-design IC24s, with more than
20 expected on the start line and as many as 12 races
over three days.

e T

It will be ‘back to the
&4 good old days’ at the

St. Thomas International

Regatta next month

Bring your own boat or charter! Chartering especially
makes it easy to fly in, jump on a race-ready yacht
and seft sail.

See the updated NOR on yachtscoring.com/emenu.
cfm?elD=4422. For more information, visit www.face-
book.com/stirvi, Twitter @stirvi and Instagram #STIRVI

Pre-Registration Open for Bequia Easter Regatta

Preparations are well advanced by the Bequia
Sailing Club for this year’s Bequia Easter Regatta,
to be held March 30th through April 2nd.
Pre-registration is now open at
www.bequiaregatta.com.

Bequia Easter Regatta is rightly famous for its unique
blend of local double-ender racing, yacht racing,
shoreside activities and Bequia hospitality. An
Optimists fun race day is being planned for Easter
Sunday 2018 and is open to visiting Optimist sailors
who can provide their
own dinghies.

For more information see ad on
page 10.
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OCC Curacao to Panama Rally
9 The Ocean Cruising Club is
-..../ planning a rally from Curacao to

¢ Panama to start in November
el 2018 and run fo May 2019.
27 The rally will make a stop in
Aruba, then proceed to
Colombia with stops at Santa
- gU? Marta, Cartagena (for Christmas
PU and New Year), and some of
R the Colombian islands. From
0g there, the route will go fo the
60 San Blas islands, the coast of
Pl Panama, and the Bocas del

Toro archipelago.

Each boat must have one OCC
member onboard: see https://
oceancruisingclub.org for mem-
bership requirements.

Contact Suzanne Chappell at
suzanne.chappell@icloud.com
for more information.

Jimmy Buffett is Les Voiles de
Saint-Barth Ambassador

The ninth edition of Les Voiles
de Saint-Barth is scheduled for
April 8th through 14th, and
organizers guarantee sailors
another epic year, despite the
passage of Hurricane Irma this
past September. The island
welcomes back legendary
musician and sailor Jimmy
Buffett as the regatta’s official
US ambassador.

“"We all love our special island
===l  and we're moving on from the
wrath that Irma brought, and
nothing signifies the recovery fo me more than the
return of Les Voiles de Saint-Barth,” said Buffett who
owns a villa on Saint-Barth. “All the boats and teams
return this year to support the rebuilding of our island
and have a little fun as well.”

Since ifs inception in 2010, the regatta has aftract-
ed fop competitors from around the globe with
world-class competition and vibrant shoreside
entertainment. The ninth edition comes with not
only the return of classes dedicated to classic and
tfraditional yachts, but also the addition of a fifth
day of racing.
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—Continued on next page

Johnsons Hardeware

FOR YOUR MARINE SUPPLIES AND SO MUCH MORE

Chain & Rope
Anchors & Fenders
Electric Wire
Marine Hoses
Bilge Pumps
Lubricants & Oils

Stainless Fasteners
Stainless Fittings
Flares & Life Jackets
Snorkeling Equipment
Fishing Gear
Antifouling Paint

Paint Brushes
Epoxy Resins
Sanding Paper & Discs
Hand & Power Tools
Houseware & Cookware
Marine Plywood




—Continued from previous page Blue (ages 11-12) and White (ages 10 and under) as the Red, Blue and White classes and top three overall
"It has been four years since we’ve hosted classes for well as Beginner Green classes. as well as the top place female. Participation awards
classic and traditional yachts and we are looking for- Trophies will be awarded to the top five finishers in will be awarded to all Green fleet sailors. Additional

'I L awards include the Peter lves’ Perpetual Trophy

(superb sailor/individual) and the Chuck Fuller
Sportsmanship Perpetual Trophy.

The IOR is sponsored by EMS Virgin Islands, the US
Virgin Islands Department of Tourism, TOTE Maritime
and K3 Waterproof Gear.

For charter boats, request and confirm online a
www.optistuff.com. Deadline fo reserve charter boats
is May 18th. Assistance with locating housing for the
event is available.

For more information, call (340) 513-2234 or e-mail
internationaloptiregatta@gmail.com. For Notice of
Regatta, Registration Form and other information, visit
www.styc.com or www.regattanetwork.com.

Please also visit the Infernational Optimist Regatta
on Facebook!

ANYNOr JHdOLSIHHO

Left: Classic and traditional yachts will return
to Les Voiles de St. Barth this year

Below: Scores of junior sailors participate in the annual
International Opti Regatta, Clinic and Team Races in
St. Thomas

ward to these competitive teams fo join in the fun
again this April,” said Les Voiles de Saint-Barth Race
Director Luc Poupon. “"With the famed Antigua Classic
Yacht Race scheduled for late April on a neighboring
island, it is the perfect opportunity for these period
yachts to double up on the competition.”

Visit www.lesvoilesdesaintbarth.com/us for more
information. Visit www.lesvoilesdesaintbarth.com/
voilesregister fo register,

YOUTH SAILING NEWS

International Opti Regatta, Clinic & Team Race

Carol Bareuther reports: The Caribbean’s largest and
longest international regatta held exclusively for
Optimist dinghy sailors and their families will take
place in June. The Clinic takes place June 11th to
13th, followed by the Team Race, June 14, and
International Optimist Regatta, June 15th to 17th.

Over 100 junior sailors, including some of the best in
the sport, are expected to participate in this
Caribbean Sailing Association-sanctioned regatta.
Sailors can compete in Advanced Red (ages 13-15),

BOCAS DEL TORO, PANAMA

THE ULTIMATE HURRICANE FREE CARIBBEAN CRUISER PLAYGROUND

Caribbean side of Panama. Hurricane Free Zone. 133nm from the Panama Canal.

* Canal Passage Assistance S
* Floating Docks o
* 24 Hour Security

* On-Site Sundries/Grocery - ..
« World Class Resort & Marina
* Full Crew & Resort Amenities

» Complimentary Shuttle
to Bocas Town

* Eco-Friendly Activities

* Exhilarating Zip Line Tours

* Renowned Surfing & . S })
Kiteboarding ; = =X RE D

FROG BEACH

ISLAND RESORT & MARINA

an — IGY marina”

U.S. (954) 892 5211 * Panama (507) 6726 4500 * VHF Channel 68 IGY

RFM@IGYMarinas.com www.IGY-RedFrogMarina.com MARINAS




Camper &
Nicholsons
Marinas

YACHTING SINCE 1782

V""*m

lovis marina

GRENADA WEST H\/D\ES

The Caribbean is open! See you in Grenada!

Join us in the unspoilt paradise of
Grenada & The Grenadines.

Rates effective from 1st December 2017

LOA Daily $/ Weekly $/ Monthly $/
in Feet Ft/Day Ft/Day Ft/Day

Owned and managed by Camper &

Nicholson’s Marinas, Port Louis Marina is up to 32 5087 5078 5074
the full-service marina destination fo visit up fo 40 5112 5101 90.95
this season in the southern Caribbean for up fo 50 S1.22 S1.10 $1.04
secure yacht and superyacht berthing. up fo 60 $1.33 $1.20 S1.13

up to 65 $1.48 $1.33 $1.26

up to 75 $1.53 $1.38 $1.30
Call: +1 473 435 7432, or email: upto 80 51.68 o151 S1.43
reservations@cnportlouismarina.com up f0 100 9173 91.56 5147
www.cnmarinas.com/plm For longer stays and vessels above 100ft, please contact a member of the marina team

All rates are quoted in US Dollars and berthing fees are payable on arrival. The rates are based on a vessel staying and paying for the berth for
a consecutive number of days as indicated. Catamarans charged at 1.5* the advertised rates. A deposit of 10% of the value of the booking (Min
USS100) is required to secure a berth. Deposits are refundable up to 30 days prior to the booked arrival date.



Caribbean Racer Explains:

How CQS Took Line Honours in the 2017 RORC Transatlantic Race

by Marissa Nieves
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A warm welcome at Port Louis Marina to the CQS crew.
Vincentian-born sailor Philip Barnard is third from right in the bottom row

Experienced pro-sailor, skipper of Team Sail Caribbean and Adventure Sports
Ambassador for St. Vincent & the Grenadines, Philip Barnard, joined Ludde Ingvall’s
Australian Maxi C@S in Lanzarote, Canary Islands for the 3,000-nautical-mile 2017
RORC Transatlantic Race to Grenada. CQS finished on December 6th to take
Monohull Line Honours in 11 days, 3 minutes and 8 seconds.

The start of the RORC Transatlantic race on the south side of Lanzarote saw drift-
ing conditions that soon turned into westerlies blowing as high as 35 knots. Most of
the boats cracked off to the northwest looking for an easier angle in the strong winds
and building seas. CQS was off to a quick start and led the fleet out from under the
island. But by staying hard on the wind to keep a southern route as an option, she
soon saw her lead disappear after leading the fleet for over 200 miles.

After beating into high seas, team CQS decided to take the southern route, diverg-
ing from the rest of the fleet and building up a hefty deficit. But CQS had her reasons
for her decision and were in it for the long haul, not early gains.

CQ@QS committed early to this southerly route and attacked a ridge of high pressure
sitting to their south and slowly expanding. By taking on the high early they hoped
to break through and get the consistent tradewind on the other side. After gybing
their way down the African coast they emerged into 15-knot easterly winds and
began the trip west after a week off Africa. “The routing took us quite far south and
we were south of the latitude of Grenada at one point,” Philip explained.

This route took CQS into a more unstable area with lots of convection. Going through
heavy lightning storms and several squalls with one particularly challenging 40-knot
squall. C@S suffered damage to its electrical system that caused a complete blackout
in heavy conditions on a particularly dark night. Later, a heavy knockdown damaged
the 98-foot Maxi’s mainsail, causing them to have to drop sails to make repairs.

“We were sailing with no instruments when
we attempted a gybe in the veering winds in
an effort to get back on an acceptable course.
The engine stalled, causing the keel to fail to
cant to the new side and we were laid down
in maybe the worst knockdown of my career.
The mast and mainsail were skimming along
the surface of the ocean and probably
stopped us from going further over as we
went into the maneuver at 20 knots boat
speed,” Philip said.

At the time of the knockdown, CQS was more
than 400 nautical miles ahead of the fleet and
chasing the transatlantic world record. Despite
these challenges, they still managed to threat-
en the race record and finished a full two days
ahead of their closest rival for line honors.

By the morning of the 11th day of the 2017
RORC Transatlantic Race, the crew of Ludde
Ingvall’s Australian Maxi, CQS, sighted
Grenada, on their way to taking monohull
line honours and receiving the IMA
Transatlantic Trophy.

We asked Philip what it was like to sail in the
most recent RORC race and how they moved
through the challenging conditions:

Why compete in the RORC?

Philip: “RORC are known for their stellar
events such as the RORC Fastnet Race and the
newer RORC Caribbean 600, so when I was
looking for an event to do over winter this
seemed like a good one to be involved in.”

What was it like to sail into Grenada on the
11th day?

Philip: “Bittersweet. I really wanted the
record, however sailing into Grenada and the
Caribbean was still a unique experience for
me. In a racing career that has spanned my
entire adult life and some of my teenage years,
I have never had the privilege to finish an ocean race here. Arriving into such a
beautiful island as Grenada in particular was incredible. We could smell the nutmeg,
and excitement built as we rounded Point Saline. The warm welcome complete with
a water show from the Fire Brigade at Port Louis Marina was amazing. Arriving at
the dock and seeing my wife, sister and friends waiting for me is a feeling I will
always remember. I have never had that before as I normally sail far away from my
family and friends in places where I don’t usually know anyone off the boats.”

Why sail on this particular Maxi yacht?

Philip: “Ludde Ingvall, the owner and skipper of C@QS, has always had an eye out
for the next generation of sailors. Through his Big Boat academy Ludde has helped
hundreds of sailors to realize their dreams. He did so for me years ago as a bowman
and returning now that I am a skipper he has continued to help me there also. It
was the sort of reunion that I really enjoyed.”

Houw did the team cope with the challenging weather conditions?

Philip: “In a word, teamwork. The most important piece of gear on any race boat is
the crew and this boat has an exceptional crew. We were challenged and met those
challenges head on. There was never a moment of hold back, we pushed hard from
start to finish.”

Teams from nine different countries took part in the 2017 RORC Transatlantic
Race, including Australia, Canada, Belgium, Chile, France, Germany, Great Britain,
the Netherlands and the United States of America. CQS took the line honours and
the International Maxi Association Transatlantic Trophy and Eric de Turckheim’s
French Nivelt-Muratet 54 Teasing Machine won on handicap and received the RORC
Transatlantic trophy.

“This was an exciting race from start to finish and a great effort by my crew and
also the entire fleet,” added Phil.

Visit rorctransatlantic.rorc.org for full results of the RORC Transatlantic Race.
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Hotel and Marina LTD

PO Box 1320 Ratho Mill, St. Vincent & the Grenadines

call. 784.458.4308 marina. VHF Channel 16 or 68 email. info@bluelagoonsvg.com

Fuel Dock

24 hour Security

Port of Entry

Customs & Immigration Office - 9am to 6pm
Electricity 110v/220v & Water
Complimentary Wifi

- Laundry Service
© Gourmet Supermarket & 2 Boutiques
Cafe Soleil & Flowt Beach Bar
The Loft Restaurant
~ Indigo Dive Shop
Swimming Pool
Beautifully Designed Hotel Rooms

www.bluelagoonsvg.com



Y2A BY ELLEN BIRRELL

Puerto Rico’s José Berrios and Y Sailing, Part I:

THEN

Youth2Adult — Y2A — is a series of articles celebratmg sallmg s role in youth devel-
opment for Caribbean children.

José Gilberto “Yoyo” Berrios’ adult life has been committed to expanding the sport
of youth sailing. So robust is his story that we’ll take a look at it in two parts. Let’s
call it “Then” (Part I) and “Now” (Part II, coming out next month).

To introduce his story, let me tell you how I met Berrios. In 2010, he was giving a
skippers’ meeting to a group of six- to 16-year-olds standing beneath a large awning

) at Club Nautico de San Juan (CNSJ):
“I expect you to know all the signal
flags. We will use flags from the race
committee boats to notify you...”

Top: José Berrios’s ‘Y Sailing’ facility
in Puerto Rico, before 2017
hurricane damage

Other photos: As Yoyo grew up, he
sailed on a variety of types of dinghies
and keelboats, eventually becoming

a coach to mentor other young sailors

“Wow,” I thought. “This guy has some
serious expectations of these kids.”

CNSJ friend Tom Cordero intro-
duced me to their youth sailing pro-
gram by arranging for us to observe
their annual February dinghy regatta.
This meant seeing Berrios in action. “I
am going to introduce you to Yoyo. He
is amazing with the kids.”

My instant thoughts were, “Did he get that nickname because he just keeps com-
ing back? Back up, up, up! Or maybe that yoyo trick where the yoyo keeps spinning.
Spinning wildly?”

“From Bayoyo,” Yoyo explains. “Since I was born my aunts started to call me
Bayoyo (party boy). My real name is José Gilberto. My Dad is José Antonio; my big
brother is José Antonio and my youngest brother Alejandro José. I think they had to
come with a nickname. My aunts still call me Bayoyo.”

That he expected the children to know all the signal flags and follow regatta eti-
quette and rules to the T gave me an instant appreciation for Berrios. Precision,
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organization and discipline are the kind of special gifts, or as I like to say, “tools”, for
Caribbean children to place into their Toolkit for Life.

Learning to sail is not just about how to keep a floating contraption going in the
direction you want it to go. Sailing can convey many key skills and life lessons that
will be revisited in the mind of the child over and over for a lifetime. Even if the child

becomes an adult never having raced or never even setting foot in a boat again, they
will have, in their Toolkit for Life, valuable knowledge and lessons and ability to
relate to others.

José Berrios gets that.

The Early Days

In the years just before Yoyo’s birth, his father had an O’'Day 19. A family friend
who owned a J/29 began inviting his family to join in on weekend cruises to the BVI.
And the J/29 was the first boat Yoyo sailed on, at the age of three. For several years
running at that time, the Puerto Rican Es de Velasco department store sponsored a
popular annual keelboat regatta. The owners were friends of Yoyo’s family. As their
children outgrew their Topper (an 11-foot single-handed sailing dinghy), they passed
it along to Yoyo’'s family.
Now the boys had a craft
they could skipper them-
selves. Yoyo’'s love of sail-
ing swelled.

“I was eight at the time,
and not heavy enough to
sail the Topper well,” Yoyo
explains. “My parents
enrolled me in the first
summer sailing classes at
CNSJ, so I could learn to
sail correctly and from a
professional. We were
taught in Holders, a small
sailing dinghy that looks
like an Optimist. They held
a small regatta at the end
of the first session. I took
first. It gave me the excite-
ment to keep going.”

On weekends, Yoyo’'s
family traveled east to
Fajardo where the Puerto
Rico Sailing Federation
held an instructional pro-
gram in Lasers. Yoyo bat-
tled the heavy winds and big seas outside the breakwater at Marina Puerto del Rey,
following the adults, and capsizing often. It wasn’t until 1993 that avid sailor José
Fuentes introduced the Optimist to Puerto Rico for his son to sail. Berrios was 15 at
the time, and the Optimist was too small for him. His younger brother Alejandro was
just the right age and size for the Opti. But it wasn’t long before Yoyo was tapped by
a group of parents to coach the fledging Optimist sailors.

“My first thought was, how would I have time to sail in regattas and also coach?”
he explains. “At the same time, I enjoyed using my knowledge and receiving training
as a coach from guest coaches (visiting Puerto Rico).”

José Maria Albinana of BRISA SUR (Boqueron Sailing Association/South) has
known Yoyo’s family since before Yoyo was born. “My son took sailing classes with
Yoyo in 1996-97. I have watched Yoyo work hard to be a good example to others.
Promoting sailing in Puerto Rico and being an example to Puerto Rican youth is
important to him. He has made many improvements for youth sailing, despite diffi-
culties. For example, the cost of sailing lessons is high. A ten-year-old boy from a
nearby orphanage was asked by the priest, ‘Rafael, what would you like to do this
summer?’

“Pointing toward San Juan Harbor, Rafael answered, 'T would like to do what I see

those boys doing.’ The priest approached Yoyo. They worked it out to provide sailing
lessons that summer for Rafael in Optimists, keeping the funding source anonymous
so none of the other children knew that ‘Rafa’, as he was known, came from a dis-
advantaged situation. Rafa thrived. He went on to race Optimists and now Lasers.
Other children from the orphanage, including Rafa’s younger brother, have followed
his lead.”

“Charismatic. Respected. Humble.” These are the words Albiflana uses to describe
Yoyo. “He is easy for youth to talk to and get help from. By donating his sailing
equipment from Y Sailing to one of the programs in southeastern Puerto Rico that
suffered extensive damage from Hurricane Maria, he has demonstrated his generos-
ity and dedication to sailing development in Puerto Rico.”

Yoyo is one of those people who have a nose for opportunity. When he was 16, the
sailing club needed a coach for their aspiring Optimist sailors to participate in the
Optimist South American Championships in Ecuador. Yoyo stepped forward.
Adaptable and eager, he debuted his coaching skills. Such a young coach, the inter-
national press at the championship easily mistook him for a competitor.

In Part II next month, we’ll follow Yoyo’s progress as an adult and visualize the
thousands of Puerto Rican children whose lives have been forever touched by José
“Yoyo” Berrios.

Ellen Birrell attributes her opportunity to cruise the Caribbean aboard S/V Boldly Go
to life skills built in childhood. Believing swimming and sailing are essentials for island
youth, she supports grass roots and competitive junior sailing, and serves as chair of
sailing development for Caribbean Sailing Association.
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Main photo: The San Blas islands epitomize

y| many cruisers’ dreams

J| Inset: Getting remote on the Rio Chagres
Right: Cruisers at a swap meet
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When sailors hear the word “Panama” they usually
think of the magnificent Canal. But there are many
other alluring destinations along the Panamanian
coast that beckon to the sea-gypsy soul. Indeed, it can
be argued that there is nothing quite like it in the
Caribbean because of the diversity of its attractions. In
this article, I will give you a general overview of the
pleasures that await you in this almost undiscovered
corner of the southwestern Caribbean.

The first treat that deserves a mention is the fact
that — aside from Hurricane Martha in late November
of 1969, which briefly visited Panamanian waters
before making landfall in Veraguas Province as a
tropical storm — there has never been a hurricane in
Panama. It is also below the latitude that freaks out
the insurance adjustors, so you can actually get cover-
age. And there are several safe places to leave your
boat if you want to head north for the summer. These
include full-service boatyards and marinas as well as
budget friendly in-the-water parking lots.

Getting here from the Eastern Caribbean is a down-
wind jaunt that can be done non-stop. However, there
are interesting places to visit along the route if you want
to break the voyage into shorter segments. If one begins
from the Windwards or from Trinidad, the latitude is far
enough south that the trip can be undertaken at any
time of the year. Consult the pilot charts for estimates
of the likely conditions during the different months.

The San Blas Islands

Let’s begin our tour with the Panamanian island
group that is closest to the West Indies — the San Blas
Archipelago. When you hear sailors who have been
there describing these beautiful isles as a northern
version of the South Pacific, you are hearing the truth.
Blinding white beaches, islands canopied by palm
trees, cool turquoise water and fish disguised as a
swimming rainbow await the voyager.

Woven into this beautiful panorama is a flourishing
indigenous culture. And to make it even more intrigu-
ing, it is a matrilineal society — and these are not just
any women. They are the tiny Guna Indians who are
known worldwide for their magnificent reverse appli-
qué embroidery. These artists will paddle up to your
yacht in a dugout canoe and vigorously negotiate a
price. Their salesmanship would warm the heart of
even the most ferocious Amway sales rep.

These gorgeous islas also appeal to cruisers because
sailors practically have them to themselves. There is
no significant tourist infrastructure — no restaurants,
hotels or cookie-cutter malls that cater to cruise ships.
But there are still enough conveniences, such as WiFi
and cell-phone coverage and local fish and produce
boats that circulate among the islands.

Although some of the anchorages are popular, they
are not nearly as crowded as those in the Eastern
Caribbean. And since there are over 350 islands to

T

choose from, one can always find isolated empty spots.
In a world where the word “unique” is overused, I
believe that the San Blas Islands actually live up to
that description.

—Continued on next page
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The Panama Canal Area

Passing through the Panama Canal is on the Bucket
List of many a sailor. Indeed, the allure is so powerful
that some cruisers join boats as line handlers so that
they can experience The Ditch — even though they are
not planning to transit with their own yacht. But there
are also other wonderful attractions close to the Canal.

A half a day east of the Canal entrance is historic
Portobelo. This picturesque bay is where the treasure
galleon fleets gathered in the 16th through 18th cen-
turies as they waited for the Inca riches to arrive by
mule train across Panama from the Pacific Ocean.
Forty-five such fleets headed back to Spain during
those 120 or so years.

Naturally, they attracted pirates, and so two forts
were built on the shores for protection. Those ruins
make for enjoyable exploration for the visiting cruiser.

There are also several interesting buildings from that
period that have been restored in the little town. One
nice benefit of the anchorage at Portobelo is that you
can easily connect by bus from there to either Colon or
Panama City for shopping or parts runs. The local vibe
here is full-on mellow.

Just inside the gigantic breakwaters of the Canal is
the Shelter Bay complex. It features an excellent marina
and restaurant and a boatyard with a travel-lift that can
even accommodate wide catamarans. It is in a beautiful
setting surrounded by the jungle and the Canal.

Six miles west of the entrance to the Canal is a true
Water Wonderland. It is the Rio Chagres and there is
nothing else like it in the Caribbean or perhaps any-
where. During the California Gold Rush this was a
short-cut that saved fortune-seekers and settlers the
ordeal of rounding Cape Horn. They would get ferried
up the river and then transfer to a mule train, by
which they would then travel to the Pacific side of the
isthmus and join ships headed to California.

But now it is a spectacular jungle river climax ecosys-
tem. You will go days without seeing another human,
but there are monkeys and crocodiles to keep you com-
pany. This is the ultimate off-the-grid destination.
During my three excursions up this enchanted river,
there was never any VHF or SSB radio and no cell
phone connections. Wanna get away? Cruisers intend-
ing to visit it for a couple of days often end up spending
a couple weeks hiking, exploring and decompressing.

The Bocas Del Toro Archipelago

Although the spots that I have already mentioned

are very alluring, it is the sultry siren of Bocas del Toro
that has seduced this sailor. In a world filled with over-
crowded anchorages, there are always dozens here
without a single boat in them. And the view from
almost all of them is sublime — on one side are the
crashing waves from the Caribbean, while on the other

morning by the barks of howler monkeys or the chirps
of the wild parrots commuting overhead.

The main town of Bocas del Toro has an unkempt
charm that will never be mistaken for a prissied-up
cruise ship port. On the gentrification scale it is a 2
slowly nudging towards 3. But it has all the essentials,
such as groceries and hardware stores, and some luxu-
ries like terrific restaurants and bars. The locals are a
mix of Spanish and Indio and Afro-Caribbean. The ex-
pats are surfers, backpackers and sailors. People visit-
ing Bocas are probably not regulars at Disneyworld.

The archipelago has three full-service marinas and a
new boatyard. Bocas Marina is the main hub of cruis-
er activity with its bar and restaurant. They host regu-
lar swap meets, do propane fill-ups and even provide
a local veterinarian to look after the pets in the fleet.

Left: The docks at Bocas Marina

Below: School bus, Panama style

are the high mountains that stretch from Alaska to
Tierra del Fuego. You can choose between low man-
grove islands or mid-height mountains where cougars
still roam in the deep jungle.

This gorgeous terrain supports some very exotic
creatures such as miniature candy-colored frogs and
shockingly bright macaws. Often I am awoken in the

And for those choosing to throw out the hook, even the
anchorages closest to town are not crowded.
Conclusion
This is just a thumbnail view of the many charms that
await the cruiser who chooses to visit Panama'’s Caribbean
shores. Hopefully, you will now understand why many of
us over here think of it as The Undiscovered Caribbean.
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by AlafuRyall e

Above: Many of Dominica’s famous rainforest hiking trails are again open
Right: Our guide, Dylan, walking us across a flooded road

ver a decade ago, a group of “boat boys” in the town of Portsmouth, Dominica

did something truly amazing, something many corporate businesses could

learn from. They realized that hundreds of cruising boats sailing between

Guadeloupe and Martinique were sailing straight past without stopping. The
few who did stop explained that Dominica had a “bad rep” — a reputation for aggressive
behaviour, poor value and above all else, the fear of crime and violence.

So, without the help of consultancies, or even much support from government in
the early days, they formed PAYS (the Portsmouth Association of Yacht Services) and
created a model that if only we could replicate and scale would transform the
Caribbean. PAYS members give a huge welcome to every boat entering the anchorage
at Prince Rupert Bay: they smile a lot, say and mean “Welcome to Dominica” and
provide both security and great value. They undertake training for their members
and invest in the local tourist infrastructure — and where else in the Caribbean do
you get invited to an annual “Yachtie Appreciation Week”?

PAYS has changed the perception of Dominica as a whole, and moved Portsmouth
from a place we once sailed past into a “must stop” destination.

It is in our interest as Caribbean cruisers to help build this example into a widespread
movement, but right now Dominica is severely wounded by last September’s Hurricane
Maria and the guys at PAYS need our support — it's “PAYS back” time, folks!

In February 2017 my wife, Terry, and I picked up a PAYS mooring for our Island
Packet 465, Seminole Wind, and cleared into Dominica, planning to stay for just a
few days. The Dominica Government has recognized the potential of yachting, is fully
supportive, and has made its clearing in and out process among the simplest in the

Caribbean. You can clear in and out for a two-week stay at the same time, and the
cost is minimal. The Government has even made PAYS an official NGO in recognition
of what they have achieved.

In the event, we stayed much longer than planned and toured this stunning island
in the care of knowledgeable and passionate guides arranged by PAYS. We learned
so much about the rainforest, the agriculture, the history and the sheer beauty that
Dominica has to offer. Along with a bay full of cruisers and charterers we joined the
weekly PAYS barbecue and made new friends. At all times Terry and I were made to
feel valued, welcome, safe and in truth fell in love with the island and its people. So
when Hurricane Maria laid waste to much of the island we felt the need to go back
— and I'm so glad we did.

Let’s not pretend the experience was the same. It was mid-December 2017 by the
time we got there, three months after Maria, and the evidence of destruction was still
everywhere. As we got nearer we realized that those bright blue “roofs” were actually
tarpaulins and that many more buildings were beyond salvage. We had been told to
expect that the lush green slopes would be brown, but in fact nature was healing fast
and trees stripped of leaves, branches and even bark were already starting to regrow,
although the rainforest will take years to get back to where it was before the storm.

Three months after the Category Five-Plus hurricane hit there were still many
homes without power. Hundreds of houses have been lost completely and many
more will need a ground-up rebuild.

But some things don’t change and when PAYS member Alexis came out to meet us
in his boat we got the same big smile and the same “Welcome to Dominica” — but
with the additional poignant phrase we were to hear so often in the following days:
“Thank you for coming”.

—Continued on next page
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The moorings in Prince Rupert Bay were all swept away by the hurricane, but
thanks to the generosity and support of some of the cruisers who love this place, and
in particular a group of Ocean Cruising Club members, the seabed has been cleared

R

Main photo above: The hillsides above Portsmouth were denuded by the storm,
but nature is healing fast

Inset: The author and his wife

Right: Dylan took us inland to gain further understanding of the effects

of Hurricane Maria and the progress of the island’s recovery

of debris and a new consignment of moorings has been donated. They are expected
to have arrived by the time you read this, and laid in time for this year’s Yachtie
Appreciation Week. The rebuilding of the PAYS pavilion — the cruisers’ meeting place
and home to so many great social gatherings — was well advanced, and the bars and
restaurants were starting to reopen, lacking only customers to get back to some level
of normality. The shops have plenty of food and various aid agencies have brought
in water purification plants. Power and internet are still a challenge, but the cell
phone networks are up and running in much of the island.

Importantly, at no time did Terry or I feel insecure or unwelcome — quite the oppo-
site. Everywhere we went, people wanted to tell their story and thank us for coming;
it was both humbling and uplifting to see such resilience in the face of adversity. A
trip into the mountains and rainforest gave us an understanding of the sheer brute

force of this storm. The fertile valleys particularly have been scoured by the floodwa-
ters but the National Park Rangers have done an amazing job: the hiking trails are
mostly clear and open. Our guide was Dylan, a ranger himself and, like all the
Dominican guides we have known, knowledgeable, articulate and clearly in love with
his island and the natural world.

Dylan’s wife is a teacher at the school in Portsmouth; they rode out the storm in
the school building and in the early hours of the morning had to move their young
family to another classroom when the roof came off part of the building. He tells the
story calmly and simply but you are left with a vivid picture of sustained winds over
190 mph with gusts up to 250 mph, the air full of flying debris, whole trees, corru-
gated metal roofing, vehicles and power cables. But above all he talks about the
noise — “the sound of a dozen locomotives passing over the roof at full speed and all

at the same time — for hours”. They emerged the next morning to find their house
severely damaged and uninhabitable, a town full of dazed people and a disbelief that
they had survived.

We visited Dylan’s childhood school, which was largely destroyed in the storm but
is nearing completion, freshly painted and almost ready to open again. The site fore-
man met us with a huge grin and showed us round — he was so proud of what they
had achieved, and so he should be. I was reminded of an old adage: “Having achieved
so much with so little we can now do almost anything with almost nothing”. But of
course they can’t: they need materials, they need skills and they need money.
Thousands have left the island and if they are to be tempted back there has to be
something to come home to.

—Continued on next page
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Amazingly, the forest is recovering and new growth is everywhere, the waterfalls
are just as dramatic as ever and, thanks to Cobra and his team, in December the
Indian River hosted its first trips since the hurricane. Perhaps most important of all
for some of us, the Chocolate Factory, home to some of the best chocolate in the
world, is open for business and visitors.
9
- ? -

Dominica has an agriculture-based economy with the emerging tourist industry
still in its infancy. The hotels and resorts have been largely destroyed and most will
not open for the 2018 season. The essential banana crop has been wiped out and we
couldn’t find a single banana on a tree or for sale. The bulk of the overseas-based
personnel who were supporting projects last year left before the storm hit and have
not returned, although some agencies and NGOs are in place and doing a terrific job.
Unlike other hard hit islands, Dominica has no “rich uncle” like France, the United
Kingdom or the United States, so recovery will be a hard uphill battle — but they are
getting there.

This was a great trip, very different from the one we made earlier in 2017 and we
fell even more deeply in love. The sad thing was the empty anchorage — only four or

five boats were in the bay and a procession of cruisers and charterers sailed by with-
out stopping. I don’t blame them; anyone seeing the media coverage might think it
best to stay away. Please don’t! The media coverage was accurate at one time, but
the networks have now lost interest and so Dominica’s situation is old news.
Hurricane Maria caused a monumental natural disaster, but for every reason to sail
by Dominica I can give you ten why you should come. You can bear witness to the
power of nature to destroy and rebuild and be
inspired as we were by people who just get up and
do it again.

The 2018 Yachtie Appreciation Week will com-
mence on February 18th and our ambition as a
cruising community should be to make it the big-
gest and best ever. Please, please come — not just
for Dominica, not just for PAYS, but for a great
experience, one you will remember long after the
rum punch wears off. This is still a beautiful
island, these are still amazing people and it really
is “PAYS back” time.

For more information on Yachtie Appreciation
Week 2018 see ad on page 7.

Many structures along Portsmouth’s Purple Turtle
Beach were damaged but, lilke the storm-battered
tree below, they promise to once again

burst with life

Y

With Northern Lights generators; yes,
you can have it all.

High Reliability, Amazing Durability and Maintenance Simplicity combine to

ensure your onboard power requirements are always met. Coupled with super-

silent capability and a region-wide Caribbean service network, it’s easy to see
why with Northern Lights generators, yes, you can have it all.

www.CaribbeanNorthernLights.com

Reliability?
Clean Power?
Long Lasting?
Low Cost of
Ownership?
Local Support? @

EL EMGIM E!
f b

Antigua Martinique
Q Marine Power Inboard Diesel
Services Service
\Q' 268-460-1850 596-596-78-71-96
y Seagull Yacht Service St Maarten
Q Centre Electec NV

268-720-9638
@ British Virgin Islands
N 4 Cay Electronics
284-494-2400
Marine Maintenance

721-544-2051
Global Marine
721-522-2552
St Lucia
Marintek
758-450-0552
Trinidad and

Services
284-494-3494
Parts & Power Tobago
284-494-2830 Dockyard Electrics

Dominica Ltd
Dominica Marine 868-634-4272
Center US Virgin Islands
767-440-BOAT(2628) Plan B
340-714-1239
Coral Bay Marine
340-776-6665
St Croix Marine
340-773-0289

Grenada
Grenada Marine
473-443-1667

Palm Tree Marine
473 443 7256



Sailing Relief Supplies to Dominica:
HELP STILL NEEDED

by Joan Conover

ailing to Dominica last month, my husband,

Greg, and I carried a load of hurricane-relief

supplies aboard our Morgan 511, Growltiger.

Working with the International Rescue
Group, we collected the items from Antigua & Barbuda
Search and Rescue’s warehouse, docking at the
Antigua Yacht Club to load two small pickup trucks’
worth into our main salon. We left Antigua on January
3rd, arriving in Dominica after a day’s sail.

Coming around the bluff before dawn, the town of
Portsmouth showed bright lights all along the shore.
Several sailboats were moored in the northern side of
the harbor with white hulls and anchor lights visible.
No lights were on the mountains, and a curious jagged
edge to the ridges soon revealed itself to be wind-
damaged treetops as dawn lit the sky. Hurricane Maria
had stripped all the foliage from every tree and bush in
September 2017, but daylight showed that a green
blanket of plants has sprouted up to cover the hills.

We moored and Greg went into Customs with our
inventory of hurricane-relief supplies, best described
to Customs as “gifts”, and a list of who was to receive
the items. (Checking into Dominica with donations
was a learning experience as previous “gifts” from one
sailboat had involved illegal drugs!) We then took
Growiltiger to the Customs dock, tied up for inspection,
and offloaded the donated items onto pallets. This was
the easiest way to unload our cargo, which included
extension ladders, thousands of nails, tool boxes and
tools, first aid supplies, bedding, 14 saws, and large
work lights. After Customs clearance, we returned to a
mooring with help from Portsmouth Association of
Yacht Services (PAYS) members Monte and Daniel on
fellow member Edison’s boat.

A tour around the north of the island was provided
by Faustin Alexis ([767] 615-8821). Alexis, a PAYS
member with a boat, also has a 16-seat taxi van. We
were accompanied by another knowledgeable local,

- TR

Valina Peters. Born in Dominica and raised in Great
Britain, she is involved in social services and is one of
the energetic “go-to people”. Her stories included her
mother’s survival during the hurricane. The various
stories of people’s experiences, their homes and lives
gave the tour special meaning, each account different
and each showing the resiliency of the people. We vis-
ited Alexis’s parents’ home, with a meat smoker used
for preservation in the absence of electrical refrigera-
tion and a raised growing bed showing huge lettuce
heads. Alexis’ mother invited us into her home, parts

of which such as a roof and side wall still need repairs.
His little niece was there, a lovely child in fifth grade
who has lost her father; her mother helps in the Upper
Pennville community living area — a concrete block
building, about 50 by 50 feet, housing villagers who
lost homes during the storm.

The roads featured canted power poles and wires
that made traffic one way in some areas. A refrigerator
lay crumpled halfway up one mountain side, roofs
from one house were plopped on top of neighboring
homes, some homes lost walls and roofs but not wash-
ing machines or refrigerators, some lost washing
machines and internal cupboards, but not walls and
roofs. Our guides mentioned at least 68 deaths.

Valina and Alexis also described what happened to
the parrots whose habitat was destroyed. Just after the
storm, birds flew everywhere confused and looking for

y food and their nests. After a
short time, the parrots migrated,
some to Guadeloupe. They hope
that, in time, they will return. At
one of our stops, Val pointed to a
breadfruit on the tree, we heard
the sound of a bananaquit, a
single song. Val told us that
since the hurricane, mosquitoes
have been a greater nuisance
than before, but out on the moor-
ing there were very few.

A

After delivering
their cargo of

relief supplies,
Growltiger’s crew
looks around.
Clockuwise from left:
shops are open and
there are leaves on
the trees;

cruisers visit the
Roosevelt Douglas
Primary School;

the new Providence
water taxi is on

the job

Back on the boat, looking
around Prince Rupert Bay, we
could see that Fort Shirley, up
on the hill, survived with mini-
mal damage, but the cruise ship
dock below was destroyed with
the walkway boards at all angles
— straight up, straight down and sideways. One tall
ship arrived during the first week of January, anchor-
ing and allowing passengers the opportunity to tour
Portsmouth.

The Purple Turtle Restaurant suffered roof and
structural damage, but the decorative outside hexago-
nal buildings fared better; the owner is working hard
on the downstairs area, where bright paint announces
the name. Monty’s roadside bar next to it was com-
pletely destroyed — he is concentrating on rebuilding
his house first. And for a miracle, the nearby old

wooden powerboat that has been sitting in grand
decaying majesty for years shows no damage at all!

PAYS is busy fixing their pavilion’s roof and furni-
ture, checking moorings, and clearing debris from the
anchorage. PAYS has some new moorings, thanks to
Offshore Passagemaking Opportunities’ Hank Schmidt,
who recently completed a visit with donations of mate-
rials and gensets for repairs.

Near to PAYS, Martin “Providence” Carriere built a
new boat to replace the one lost during the storm; we
were part of the “splashing” and on his maiden voyage
Martin happily ran from one side of the bay to the other
under a bright rainbow between squalls. Of other PAYS
members’ hurricane damage, Spaghetti, Albert and
Ken all lost their homes entirely, and others’ homes
suffered major damage. Albert lost a leg, so his son
Alvin is now the primary captain on Albert’s vessel.

Farther down the beach to the south, Madiba’s restau-

rant is open, with food and music. In the Indian River
tour areas, which were damaged by flooding, the “cabin”
set survived, as did the bar at the top of the river.

Life is returning to normal in Portsmouth. Many
businesses are open, including the hardware store
where Ken, one of the PAYS guides, is now working for
his brother. Food is in stock, and the Saturday market
day is alive with vendors; cruisers can tie up at the
fishing dock. The fuel pump at the end of the fishing
dock was working for a short time this year; as of
January 8th it is currently sometimes operational.
WiFi is available at the hotel near Ross University and
in downtown Portsmouth; the Digicel cell phone office
and services are operational, and the ATMs are work-
ing. My cell service is usable from our boat on a moor-
ing at the northern side of the bay!

In the north side of the harbor, the PAYS mooring
area was full of yachts, staying either for the two
weeks allowed, or utilized as a welcome overnight lay-
over. The PAYS moorings are marked with yellow
buoys, and cost EC$25 a night. The shore area has
been cleared of debris out to the maximum depth vol-
unteer divers can reach. Farther out in the bay, debris

such as roofs and such could still be littering the sea-
bed, so anchoring at depths may offer challenges.
PAYS members will guide you to the better area close
in if you so request on VHF Ch-16. Enter the harbor in
daylight, using moorings or anchoring recommended
by the PAYS members who patrol the harbor. Farther
towards the main town of Portsmouth to the south,
other buoys are available and are handled separately
by private individuals.

In addition to infrastructure repairs, all the commu-
nity home repairs in Dominica are creating a desperate
need for building supplies, and volunteer efforts are
ongoing. Yachts planning to visit Dominica via Antigua
are encouraged to stop by ABSAR (in Falmouth, across
from the Antigua Yacht Club Marina) and help with
delivery of needed items. Contact ABSAR via VHF 16
or by calling (268) 562-1234 (it’s an emergency num-
ber, so reference aid to Dominica).



WILFRED DEDERER

Despite dramatic recovery efforts in Eastern
Caribbean yachting destinations affected by Hurricanes
Irma and Maria in September 2017, and the desire of
many charter skippers and cruisers to return quickly
to those popular areas, many boaters opted to spend
their Christmas and New Year holiday season farther
south, in the Windwards, some visiting these islands
for the first time.

Concerns last fall that the entire Lesser Antilles’
yachting season might be hurt by the damage done to
Barbuda, St. Maarten, Puerto Rico and the Virgin
Islands by “Irmaria” (and by misleading headlines
claiming “Caribbean devastated by hurricanes!”)
proved unfounded. Preliminary analysis of AIS data
(AIS is an automatic tracking system used on voyaging
vessels) by Applied Technology & Management, an
engineering and environmental consulting company
with a specialized marina practice, suggests that there
are as many yachts in the Eastern Caribbean this sea-
son as in past years, but they have shifted south.

A Bumper Season in the South

Over the holiday period, “Admiralty Bay, Bequia was
like a boat show”, with apparently more yachts than
ever before anchored and moored in the harbor,
including an unusually large number of megayachts
and big classics such as Elena among the super-sized
fleet of cruisers and charter boats. One local official
said that, in contrast to the usual spike in yacht arriv-
als in Bequia over the Christmas and New Year period,
the 2017-18 winter levels so far were more consis-
tently high.

A little beach bar on the tiny Grenadine island of
Mayreau, whose population is approximately 300,
hosted a New Year’s Eve party for yachties — and 150
people came to eat fresh-caught lobster, drink rum and
dance the night away in the sand. “It was like Foxy’s in
the old days.”

Esteban Biondi, Associate Principal of Applied
Technology & Management (ATM), tells Compass,
“After the damage in the Caribbean due to the harsh
2017 hurricane season, lots of questions were linger-
ing regarding the cruising 2017-18 season. Will sail-
boats and mega-yachts be migrating to the region as
every year? Where will they be berthing?”

He answers the question: “The region overall seems to
have received a similar influx of recreational vessels,
based on year-over-year comparison of a snapshot
analysis of vessels in marinas and anchorages between
the USVI and Trinidad. However, a lot of the vessel activ-
ity shifted south. Martinique and the Grenadines seem
to have received significantly more vessels, while the
USVI, BVI and St. Maarten are suffering, presumably
due to reduced berthing capacity and overall infrastruc-
ture problems. This data also suggests that while num-
bers of smaller recreational vessels (under 30 metres)
are strong, there may be marginally fewer megayachts.

“We did a snapshot analysis of recreational vessels
throughout the Eastern Caribbean for a market study in
2016 with marine traffic data. We had this baseline data,
so we re-ran the same analysis to assess the differenc-
es,” explains Biondi, who is testing innovative approach-
es to analyzing AIS data. “ATM has a long tradition of
leadership and innovation in the marina world — this is
just one of the issues we are working on nowadays.

“The analysis... was based on data from both years
at one point in the week before Christmas. This is one
of the innovative semi-quantitative methods under
development by ATM, based on this new source of
data. We are using new approaches to obtain addi-
tional qualitative information on recreational naviga-
tion behavior, and this analysis seems to show a

believable pattern,” says Biondi. He notes that because
AIS transponders are mostly voluntary for recreational
vessels, the data set is not complete, so its results are
not statistically accurate. However, official statistics
on yacht arrivals in various islands may not be avail-
able for many more months.

Charter companies were able to provide more information.

Aurelien Fayolle, B2B sales manager of Dream Yacht

This winter’s post-Irmaria high season saw chock-a-
block anchorages in the Grenadines (above) and
wide-open spaces in the Virgin Islands (next page)

Charter, reports: “We looked at our bookings con-
firmed for the Caribbean from October to December
2017 versus October to December 2016 per country of
destination. This is interesting, as it shows booking
patterns by customers in the three months straight
after Hurricane Irma, compared to the same period
one year before.”

2016 2017
St. Martin 140 40
BVI 271 163
Puerto Rico 5 3
Guadeloupe 95 78
Cuba 49 45
Antigua 58 83
Grenada 67 97
St. Vincent 29 54
Martinique 135 268
Bahamas 68 160
TOTAL 917 991

Fayolle says, “[Esteban Biondi] was indeed right:
there has been a shift from the BVI and St. Martin to
Martinique and the Grenadines. DYC covers this zone
perfectly with three bases — in Martinique, St. Vincent
and Grenada — especially since we purchased Regis
Guillemot in Martinique, which allowed us to accom-
pany this shift coming from US and European clients.

“Antigua has also seen an important growth, with
many UK and US clients choosing this destination. The
Bahamas has proven a destination of choice for US
clients hesitating to return to the BVI,” Fayolle adds.

Jacqui Pascall, a Director at Horizon Yacht Charters,
confirms the charterboat trend: “Hurricanes Irma and
Maria have impacted the charter industry throughout
the Caribbean. Thanks to our base locations in the BVI,
Antigua, St. Vincent and Grenada, Horizon Yacht
Charters are well placed to see the changes that have
occurred. In the immediate aftermath of the hurricanes,
our bases in Antigua, St. Vincent and Grenada saw a
dramatic increase in the number of charter enquiries.”

Robbie Ferron, General Manager of Budget Marine Sint
Maarten, says, “Clearly it is true that most yachts have
been in the south for the early part of the season.
However, in St. Maarten we do get the feeling that follow-
ing the early [post-hurricane] adventurous visiting yachts
is a less daring group who have been advised that every-
thing is pretty okay.... For the visitor there are fewer bars
and restaurants, however the enthusiasm to welcome
customers has significantly gone up — marine establish-
ments are particularly enthusiastic. In the meantime, it
is clear that the Southern Caribbean (and Antigua) is
having a bumper season.”

Sean Devaux, General Manager of IGY Rodney Bay
Marina in St. Lucia, tells Compass, “In terms of migra-
tion patterns, I do believe that the effects of Maria and
Irma, while very sad for our sister islands, have
allowed boaters to seek alternatives and/or explore
new territories. Without a doubt, many vessels have
arrived in the Southern Caribbean for the first time

not knowing that these facilities, natural beauty and
activities existed.

He adds, however, “While we enjoy the opportunity to
show off IGY Rodney Bay Marina, the hospitality of our
marina, our island and the Southern Caribbean, it is
still important that we return to our sister islands to
continue our old habits of diving, eating and supporting
the local economy. Without this, the rebuild would be
even longer.”

Rapid Recovery in

the North
Robbie Ferron says of
St. Maarten, “It took a

while for momentum to
start, but recovery is
happening faster and
faster. Except for a few
cases where the
200mph winds
destroyed major infra-
structure completely, it
will get back to the
original fairly quickly.
Oriel Blake, Executive
Director of the VI

Professional Charter
Association, says of the
UsS Virgin Islands,
“Thanks to charities

founded since the hurri-
canes hit last summer,
such as The Marine
Rebuild Fund, there is
relief revenue flowing
into the Virgin Islands

marine industry.
Combined with fruitful
payouts by insurance

companies, the yachting
infrastructure is rebuild-
ing stronger and better
than before. The Marine
Rebuild Fund was established with Community
Foundation Virgin Islands to help rebuild, clean up
and — by encouraging marine tourism to return to the
USVI — provide cash infusion into the USVI economy
during a time of great need. Its projects include laying,
maintaining and managing new transient moorings,
providing VI youth marine training and providing sus-
tainable clean-up efforts at watersheds, in bays and
mangroves. (See more at
http://vimarinerebuild.org).”

Judy Petz, Director of the BVI Spring Regatta, gives
us an overview of the recovery

%RENCE process in the British Virgin
-40% Islands: “Photos of destroyed
-40% homes and yachts circulated the
-18% internet as we saw what no imag-

8% ination could ever dream of
+43% unfold. How does a 56-ton cata-
+45% maran come out of the water, flip
+86% upside down and land on top of a
+99% two-storey building? How can an

+135% entire fleet of charter boats slam

+8% into each other so hard they liter-
ally rip the cleats out of the
bows? Winds of over 200mph is how.

“First priority in the recovery phase was for lives, shel-
ter and supplies. The BVI was lucky to have tremendous
support immediately from the UK Government and
many US islands sending in what help they could.

“Next was salvage, how to right hundreds of boats,
dredge the marinas to find those that sank, and
remove the debris from the roads, yards and water.

“Fast forward four months later. Reclamation of
what we knew and cherished is proceeding. Boats are
righted, homes are being repaired, our famous land-
marks such as Foxy’s and Pirate’s Bight are open for
business. Foxy celebrated Old Year’s Night with over
100 boats attending. People are sailing again in the
beautiful waters of the BVI; it’s being called sailing in
the ‘virgin Virgin Islands’.

“With each day we regain a bit more of normal life.
The marine industry has been the first to get back on
its feet. Charter companies are welcoming guests to
come and enjoy what they have always loved about
sailing here. It’s easier to find a mooring and you don’t
need reservations. But as we regain our balance, we
look forward by encouraging more people to come.”

“The territory is recovering. We are excited, hopeful
and looking forward to rebuilding the country to be
more sustainable, more resilient and always the most
beautiful place in the world to sail.”

Blake adds, “Many Northern Caribbean businesses
have been affected by the horrendous hurricanes of
2017, however the chartering business in the Virgin
Islands is fortunate to have been able to thrive due to
the fact that, with many hotels closed for refurbish-
ment, holidaymakers, even wedding parties, have been
accommodated on charter vessels instead. We are lucky
that the Virgin Islands’ charter industry depends on the
natural beauty of its cruising grounds, which have
bounced back with a remarkably green and sparkly
clean, ‘hurricane-washed’ beauty.

—Continued on next page
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“At the VI Professional Charter Association, we are
happy to see the hope brought by charter guests
spending their vacation in the Virgin Islands this year.
Guests not only still want to seek the beauty of our
quiet and pristine beaches, but also, they hope to help
everyone rebuild. By viewing their charter as a form of
hurricane relief, charter guests can enjoy our beaches,

to return. Nonetheless, our other bases continue to
receive a significant number of enquiries from people
who had previously sailed regularly in the BVI. All the
Horizon Yacht Charter bases have clients who return
year after year, and have their favorite cruising grounds.
But the impact of Irma and Maria has meant that char-
terers have gone farther afield and discovered what the
other islands have to offer.”

bars and restaurants while contributing to the econo-
my getting back on its feet — chartering for a cause.”

“Right now, our charter boat has more bookings
than at the same time last year,” says Missy Kom, Chef
onboard S/V Pisces in St. Thomas.

Will Yacht Migration Patterns Change?

Will this season’s Irmaria-induced shift of many
yachts from the northern to the more southern islands
of the Lesser Antilles result in a change in future
migration patterns? Will those Virgin Islands and St.
Maarten regulars who have discovered (or rediscov-
ered) the “down island” chain from Martinique south-
ward stay? As one wide-eyed megayacht crew said to a
local restaurant owner in the Grenadines, “We never
knew it was like this down here — it’s the real
Caribbean!” Or will they revert to their old stomping
grounds next winter?

Charter companies, while nimble in relocating book-
ings right after the storms, have been equally active in
getting their bases in the hurricane-hit areas back to
full speed. Aurelien Fayolle of Dream Yacht Charter
says, “Regarding the BVI, despite a reduced fleet, we
are seeing good booking numbers, and we believe it
will return to nearly the same booking patterns for
DYC, thanks to the massive effort we made to renew
our fleet, ordering no fewer than 20 new boats straight
after Irma for the New Year.

“Overall, despite our loss of around 70 boats in BVI
and St. Martin, we made more bookings to the Caribbean
in the past three months compared to one year before.
This is due to our large range of bases with fleets well
shared between them. Dream Yacht Charter is commit-
ted to the Caribbean, and as you can see our organiza-
tion allows us to react well to major natural events like
Hurricane Irma.”

Jacqui Pascall of Horizon Yacht Charters adds, how-
ever, “As it became clear that the British Virgin Islands
were working hard to recover, their enquiries have begun

She adds, “In Grenada and in the Grenadines we have
also experienced a large increase in the number of super-
yachts (both motor and sail) and private, crewed charter
yachts. This has been excellent news for these islands
and we hope that these yachts will continue to visit on an
ongoing basis.

“Since the large charter companies have had to down-
size in the BVI,” Pascall says, “we expect to see other
sailing destinations in the Caribbean continuing to rise
in popularity.”

The Grenada Tourism Authority’s Research &
Planning Department reports that Grenada’s experi-
ence this season for yachting has been good, having
closed off 2017 with a more than eight percent increase
in the number of yacht calls compared to the previous
year. The GTA noted, however, “We cannot establish at
this time that the migration patterns over the last
quarter were primarily based on the natural disasters
(Hurricanes Maria and Irma).” The increase in activity
throughout 2017 was attributed instead not only to
the sheltering of yachts during the active hurricane
season, but as a result of various events geared
towards appealing to the yachting visitor, specifically
Grenada Sailing Week as well as regattas in Carriacou
and Petite Martinique. “We are optimistic that arrivals
will increase for 2018.”

While January’s Grenada Sailing Week 2018 had
attracted a record number of entries over a month before
the event, regatta organizers in St. Maarten and the Virgins
were putting heroic efforts into the March staging of major
yacht-magnets such as the St. Maarten Heineken Regatta,
the St. Croix International Regatta, the St. Thomas
International Regatta and the BVI Spring Regatta.

Regatta Director Judy Petz says, “The 2018 BVI
Spring Regatta will be held from March 26th through
April 1st. It’s the largest event of the territory and the
timing could not be better. Those who have raced
before are excited to come and help. They will inject
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the economy with much needed money by chartering
boats, renting hotel rooms, villas and cars, by pur-
chasing provisions and dining out — each dollar goes
back to those who need the funds to rebuild their
homes and their lives. Over 30 boats are registered,
and more signing up every day.”

And what about the crucial issue of where boatown-
ers will choose to cruise or store their vessels during
the coming hurricane season?

Sean Devaux of Rodney Bay Marina says, “I believe
there are two types of migration — voluntarily and
involuntarily. The voluntary migration is what I would
classify as those who wish to explore the Southern
Caribbean on their own, seeking new boating grounds
because of the unfortunate circumstances this year in
the Northern Caribbean. This migration will probably
happen between the peak months of December through
April. The involuntary migration would be for those
vessels who will be directed farther south by their
insurance companies than normally allowed. This type
of migration will obviously happen during the summer
months for those vessels looking to rest up.”

Oriel Blake adds, “Owing to yacht-insurance rea-
sons, charter yachts may need to leave the hurricane
belt during hurricane season, however this is the
only migration we expect to see. During the in-sea-
son months (November to July) we don’t see any
reason for charter vessels to migrate away from the
Northern Caribbean. Why would vessels relocate
from such an incredible cruising ground, with con-
stant tradewinds, sheltered water and short hops
between over 60 idyllic islands?”

Robbie Ferron concludes, “Who can answer the
tough question as to whether [the yacht migration pat-
tern] will come back to the original status? My view is
that there may be some change, but service availabil-
ity will be the basic drive — although that too might
well adjust itself to the changed conditions.”

Meanwhile, the hurricanes of 2017 have brought a
renewed focus throughout the Lesser Antilles on the
allure of the essentials. Right now, a quote by Ann
McHorney of Select Yachts in the September 26th,
2017 issue of The Triton (www.the-triton.com) — “We're
calling it ‘going back to the old Caribbean’: enjoying the
water more, having beach bonfires, hanging out....” —
could describe sailing in the northern and southern
islands alike.

A sign on the tiny Grenadine island of Mayreau —
‘Please come again’
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n early December 2017 we sailed our Morgan 511, Growiltiger, into Charlotte
Amalie, St. Thomas, USVI to anchor at night — which is not recommended. Luckily
my husband, Greg, and I were able to avoid the many white buoys (moorings?
Wreck warnings? Who knew?) in place around the marked anchorage locations.
At dawn we proceeded to Crown Bay Marina, where we found excellent cruising
support with a slip, clean fuel and water, Tickle’s restaurant, a well-supplied Island
Marine store, hot showers, and laundry facilities. The marina had suffered damage
from vessels breaking loose and hitting some of their docks during last September’s
Hurricane Irma, but most were now open for use and, while electricity was still not
available at the slips, new electric stands were being installed. Free WiFi is available
at the slips (with an extender) from VIYA. This company has provided complimen-
tary services to all the US Virgin Islands as their contribution to hurricane recovery.
It's greatly appreciated by all!

ST. THOMAS IS OPEN
FOR VISITING!

by Joan Conover

The new management includes Manager Larry Imhoff, the friendly face of Eustacia,
and a personal friend, Dock Master Jamie Steinbergen, of the sailing vessel
Kittiwake, a long time Seven Seas Cruising Station member. She was making sure
vessels arrived in their slips safely, even helping us with our less than graceful exit
in bad side winds. The Crown Bay dinghy dock is open (tenders over 20 feet should
be registered with the office).

During our week in the marina, we watched yachts come in daily for fuel and some
to stay for a night or so. For boats just dropping off or picking up crew, talk to the
office for availability. The fuel area is one of the better designed on the island; call
the marina office, hail on VHF 16, then chat on 11, to obtain permission to come into
the inner harbor. This is critical as the larger ferries and megayachts can take up
the entire entry coming in and out; scheduling of use of the fuel area is also needed
with up to three vessels possible within the turning basin.

The large Pueblo supermarket, a couple of short blocks away, was very well
stocked, with fresh fruit, meats, frozen vegetables, breads and almost every item
found in USA supermarkets. We saw no major difference from last year’s stock.

The Pet Paradise, a full service pet store, is open, with a full assortment of pet foods
and other pet items, and full grooming services — and our dog’s favorite treats. The
AT&T office has standing room outside for the large number of customers and extra
security guards; evidently cellular service is in high demand. The beauty parlor is
open and while they have walk-in services, the business is brisk and there could be
a day’s wait for salon services. The Mail Stop is open, as is the ice cream shop with
its lifesaving morning cup of coffee. Yogi is back, with his black van taxi service. He
gave us a warm welcome, and his spot (with the posted roadside Yogi Taxi sign) is
back in its usual place near the dockside ferry landing in Crown Bay. Nice to see all
our friends survived the storm!

Clockwise from above:

A glimpse of a busy Coki Beach from the dive shop

Growltiger alongside the dock at Crown Bay Marina

The view from the overlook toward Crown Bay: not many white sails
out on the water, but lots of cruiseships and freight coming in

Across from the marina entrance, Elephant Bay had a large number of anchored
vessels including cruisers; this area seemed to be the preferred anchorage at that
time. We saw three damaged hulls aground the west side of Hassel Island, and oth-
ers on the east side. Water Island also had several vessels aground. While harbor
channels, such as the cut between Crown Bay and Charlotte Amalie Harbor, have
been cleared by the USCG, there are likely sunken objects scattered underwater in
the deeper areas, some marked by buoys.

Touring the island in one of the little open truck taxis (US$25 per person for three
hours) from Crown Bay to Hill Top, Red Hook, Bolongo Bay and back to Charlotte
Amalie, it was clear some areas were hit harder than others.

Brewers Bay looked untouched and there were at least two anchored cruising
boats taking advantage of the calm waters and white sands. At the tourist attraction
of Hill Top, looking over the sea toward St. John and the BVI was beautiful, but sad.
There were no white sails, no boats on passage — just the sea and the islands. It
was back to the 1950s.

Continuing toward the east side of the island, a view of the Charlotte Amalie harbor
was a reminder of recovery. Yacht Haven Grande Marina was open and the docks
looked undamaged. However boat traffic was light, and we saw few filled slips. The
fuel dock was operational, and the agent mentioned they had electricity and water.
Again, there were very few anchored or moored yachts seen, and the harbor had a
lot of new wreck-marking buoys. It was as empty as we had ever seen for cruising
boats, but several large cruise ships were tied up at Havensight.

Overall, at waterfront level Charlotte Amalie showed either little external storm dam-
age or a tremendous amount accomplished to get things back to pre-hurricane shape.

Continuing on the taxi circumnavigation of the island, on the northern coast we
found Coki Beach and the Coki Dive Center open and active, local roadside stands
are open, the beaches are clean and white, the fish have come back to the coral, and
it’s life as usual under the sea there. Peter Jackson of Coki Dive Center said things
were pretty much normal except for a slight downturn in customers. Coral World did
not seem to have much damage, although they were not open.

The town of Red Hook seemed almost back to normal, Barefoot Davis was even
playing Friday nights at Tap and Still! The local docks at Red Hook took a major hit,
but the American Yacht Harbor marina had some slips available and an operational
fuel dock. We saw some yachts anchored at the end of the docks; evidently the other
areas of Red Hook were limited for anchoring.

Farther to the west we came to Benner Bay, looking worse than Red Hook, with
greater damage to the docks, sunken vessels and missing buildings in the mangrove
areas and channels. However, the Independent Boat Yard, a working yard, was
actively helping with recovery. We stopped to observe them aggressively righting boats
with cranes, and helping to get the cruising vessels that had been knocked off cradles
back in place. Unlike some other boat-salvage efforts, the staff of IDBY carefully lifts
boats without mast removal or invasive cutting. There was a strong focus on helping
cruisers quickly get their boats back together and into the water. The carpenter shop
was severely damaged, but the little restaurant, CaRiGa’s, had just reopened that day,
serving meals and drinks. With cruisers working on their vessels, the yard was busy.
The local Budget Marine store was open, with little damage visible.

The channel to the marinas was in the process of being cleared: a crane appeared
to be lifting out debris and boats. With the number of wrecks around, this area
should be entered only with great caution until officially cleared.

Sadly, the mangrove swamps are gone. Mud and debris fill the waterway where
green plants existed last summer. Just twigs of mangrove twisted trunks are sticking
out around boat carnage; a large cat hull floated midway between two arms of man-
grove isles and various vessels showed emergency patches to hulls. From the path
of wind and wave damage, from the southeast to the northwest up the bay, this must
have been Ground Zero for Irma’s eye wall. It was difficult to see the carnage, remem-
bering our visit just last spring and seeing large numbers of beautiful vessels. But
given the amount of damage, lack of electric power, the denuding of the mangrove
areas, the atmosphere was still upbeat and busy.

At Christmas Cove just to the east of the Benner Bay marinas, a single vessel was
seen at the anchorage where ten or more boats would usually be moored or
anchored. The single mast in a formerly crowded mooring area was telling. In fact,
few sailboats were seen underway anywhere, except for larger charter boats taking
groups out for day sails and events.

Based on our trip around the island, we found businesses open, with some limita-
tions (mainly lack of electricity), especially in the major tourism areas, which were
very busy with cruise ship passengers. Several enclaves existed for cruisers, such as
Crown Bay Marina, and Yacht Haven Grande, and American Yacht Harbor. Elephant
Bay and Water Island beaches were open for anchoring and at Water Island, Coki
Beach and Red Hook the small beach bars are back in service.

The locals have faith that the cruisers will return to help their economy recover.
We met friendly people everywhere who all had the same message: “St. Thomas is
open for visiting!”
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BOAI LAUNCH, 3.0

by Andrea Milam

Winds thundered across the landscape, whipping up the sea and tossing boats,
cars, and large sections of people’s homes through the air with the ease of a toddler
throwing his toys mid-tantrum. Kekoa, a 50-foot wooden catamaran, was tied down
in St. John’s Hurricane Hole alongside more than 100 other Virgin Islands vessels
in preparation for a direct hit by powerful Hurricane Irma. Slowly, one by one, Kelkoa
broke free of the 15 three-quarter-inch lines with 75 feet of three-eighths-inch chain
per line anchoring her to the ocean floor, and then edged herself toward the shore-

NIKO DELLIOS

line. The sleek gray vessel had been here before, alone at sea in a terrible storm. She
knew how to take care of herself. Kekoa crawled up on the shoreline, narrowly miss-
ing several large boulders and a pileup of wrecked boats that would have torn her
body apart, and came to rest where she awaited discovery by her builders, brothers
Ryan and Jamison Witbeck.

Like many other St. John residents, the Witbecks spent the days leading up to
Hurricane Irma’s arrival fretting and tirelessly doing all they could to protect them-
selves and their property. They had built Kekoa by hand a decade ago, and then
nearly lost her at sea during her delivery from South Carolina to the Virgin Islands,
when the delivery crew abandoned her off the US East Coast during a storm. Kekoa
spent six days alone at sea, sailing herself 168 miles back toward the coast, before
she was finally found and restored by the Witbeck brothers. With the worst behind
her, Kekoa enjoyed days at sea with 6,000 guests annually, who were tantalized by
her sleek beauty and trademark black sails, her harrowing tale, and the love her
builders had for her. And then September 2017 arrived, and a wave came off Africa
that had many Caribbean residents watching, waiting, and worrying.

Ryan, who lives in the mainland US with his family, was planning to join his
brother Jamison on St. John on September 12th, 2017 for Kekoa’s annual haul-out,
but the August 27th departure from Africa of the weather system that would become
Hurricane Irma caught the boatbuilder’s attention.

“We both concluded it didn’t look good and I should probably just be there,” Ryan
recalls. “We hoped it would just be a fire drill, but all indicators were showing it
could become something massive. It was a super-scary scenario.”

Ryan hit the ground running, teaming up with Jamison to protect their beloved
catamaran in every way possible. They brought her to Hurricane Hole, the most
protected stretch of shoreline on St. John, where more than 100 other vessels tucked
into the area’s sheltered bays in anticipation of the rapidly intensifying Irma. The
brothers tied up their most precious creation with every bit of line and chain they
owned, and helped secure some of their neighbors’ boats as well before turning their
thoughts to preparing for their own safety.

“In a state of total exhaustion we just looked at each other and said, ‘We've done
everything we can do,” says Jamison.

They woke up on September 6th to breezes that became gusts that became howling
winds that peaked in an indescribable force. Ryan and Jamison barricaded themselves
in their home’s concrete bathroom, the door screwed shut with extra wood enforce-
ments, power tools at the ready to cut themselves out after the storm if need be.

“It felt like an earthquake, a hurricane, and a tornado combined,” Ryan says. “The
whole cement structure was wobbling. We were shoulder to shoulder on the floor of
the bathroom, and sure enough the roof went tearing off. We both got really quiet.”

Even as they focused on their own survival, their beloved Kekoa was never far from
their minds. The brothers knew that what they were experiencing inside was nothing
compared to what their boat was being subjected to outside. Two days after the

storm, when many St. John residents were still shell-shocked and putting all their
energy into securing food, water, and shelter, Ryan and Jamison took to the water.
Just ten minutes after the boat-launch ramp in the island’s main town of Cruz Bay
was cleared, the brothers set out by dinghy to learn the fate of the wooden catama-
ran that they’d built by hand and then rescued and restored after she was aban-
doned at sea. It was a long, quiet ride along the island’s north shore, where the
brothers took in what they described as a “nuclear blast site.” As they finally
approached Hurricane Hole, they real-
ized anxiously that they didn’t see
Kelcoa’s mast sticking up over the hill
where it should have been.

“In the first bay, you could see cata-
marans thrown up into the woods and

Hurricane Irma blew the catamaran
Kekoa and other yachts ashore in

St. John, USVI's ordinarily well-named
Hurricane Hole

TOMMY GIBNEY

Jamison (left) and Ryan inspecting
damage to Kekoa at Hansen Bay

piled up in the back of the bay,” Ryan
recalls of those heart-pounding
moments. “Both of us just took a deep
breath and said, ‘Okay, it’s really bad.
No one made it.”

As they rounded the corner to the bay
where they had left Kekoa tightly
strapped down, it took several moments
to register what they were even seeing.

“It looked like she’d driven so far up on
land between the trees,” Ryan says. “She
was at such a severe angle we couldn’t
even tell what we were looking at.”

The brothers pulled the dinghy up
onto the shoreline and crawled over
trees and boat parts so mangled it was
hard to tell one from the other. They
circled their treasured Kekoa, taking
stock of the damage and shouting out to
one another every gash, break, and tear they came upon. A mast snapped in three
pieces. Twisted, broken railings. Small fractures here and there.

“Then we came up on her port side and saw a 12-foot gaping hole from the head
to the engine room, and we just started saying, ‘Oh no, she’s broken,”” Ryan says.

—Continued on next page
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“For a moment it looked like a total loss, like she’d broken her back.”

Less than an hour after they’d arrived to survey the scene, the brothers had to
leave. It was all too much to take in. Ryan and Jamison admit to hoping that Kekoa
would beat the odds and survive the strongest Atlantic storm on record. After all, she
had survived being abandoned at sea; why couldn’t her perseverance carry through
to this disaster, offering some form of hope to an island that was so traumatized,
so battered?

Aboue SllVCI' Cloud towing the patched-up catamaran toward Hansen Bay

Below: Ryan and Jamison working to liberate Kekoa from the mangled mangroves

“There was a real
moment where we felt
like we let everybody
down,” Ryan says.

Through her initial con-
struction, her rescue and
restoration, and her sub-
sequent sublime days at
sea, Kekoa had become a
member of the Witbeck
family. The brothers speak
of her as though she’s
their daughter, and their
description of how they
felt leaving her broken
and battered on the shore-
line is heartbreaking.

“The night after we pulled out of the bay was harder than seeing her for the first
time,” Ryan recalls. “Jamison has done an amazing job running everything so well
and taking such good care of her, and driving away from her that day, looking over
our shoulders at the wreckage, it was like seeing her in her graveyard. It was like
leaving our injured child in the woods with wolves circling. ‘Oh my god, she’s just
out there.”

The brothers acted fast, eager to bring Kelkoa back to life. There was never a ques-
tion of whether she would be deemed a total loss. Ryan and Jamison had brought

her back before, and they knew they would do whatever it takes to get her ready to
launch for a third time. The process began with clearing away the 16-foot by 30-foot
area between Kekoa’s two hulls, which was jam packed with tiny sticks and seg-
ments of branches.

“We were digging like dogs, and it took many days to get that area under the boat
clear,” says Jamison. “The morale was low.”

Finally, the area between the hulls was clear. The brothers patched up Kekoa’s holes,
coated the plywood patches with epoxy, and then jacked her up in preparation to float
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her for the ﬁrst time. Sleer Cloud an iconic St John sailing vessel, came to the rescue.
The boat's owner, Elliott Hooper, towed Kekoa back into the sea and headed east
toward Hansen Bay, a pretty, picturesque stretch of sand on the island’s east end.

“When Silver Cloud pulled us off the beach, Kekoa floated, and there was this sense
of relief and pride,” says Ryan. “It was like, ‘Okay, she’s a boat again.”

Water seeped into sections of the hull the brothers hadn’t realized were compro-
mised, and Ryan and Jamison spent the hour-long trip surveying, bailing water, and
looking over their precious girl as she was towed to safety.

Hansen Bay is accessed from land via private property, and the owners of that
property were initially not happy about watching Kekoa limp up onto the shoreline.
The brothers knew that the magnitude of devastation in the area could mean many
months before they might get into a boatyard, and who could better repair Kekoa
than the men who built her? With much of the island protected by the National Park,
however, finding a place to work on Kekoa was not easy.

“We need your help,” the brothers pleaded to the Hansen Bay property owners.
“Kelcoa is not just a boat. It’s our heart and soul.”

Ryan and Jamison breathed a huge sigh of relief as they were granted permission
to work on their boat on the beach, and they immediately set to work, spending long,
grueling days in the Caribbean sun bringing their girl back to life. Before reconstruc-
tion came the demo phase, when the brothers cut away fractured areas. They emp-
tied bilges, inspected every inch of the boat for standing water, and constructed a
makeshift shed to protect themselves from the record-setting rains that continued to
fall for weeks following Irma. Ryan and Jamison plan to complete the woodworking
on St. John before getting into a boatyard for painting, welding of new railings, and
possibly replacing Kekoa’s engine with an electric motor. With the help of those who
continue to contribute to Kekoa’s YouCaring fundraising initiative, the brothers are
ready, yet again, to pour their blood, sweat, and tears into their prized wooden boat,
as they prepare to launch her for a third time to the delight of all who have fallen in
love with her story.
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ing community and another about the resurgence
of sail cargo via Costa Rica’s newest tall ship. In a
funny series of events, the two literally came together
right before 2017 closed out. Tres Hombres, a 1943
32-metre brigantine, had a delivery change and wound
up on my home island of St. Martin. Not only was the
ship anchoring down the water from me, it had a last- -
minute trainee spot open up.
—Continued on next page
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So with a few days’ notice, I gathered a bag, called home,
and told my family they may or may not hear from me
for a while.

My boyfriend was not so thrilled. Having me cele-
brate Christmas without him on a boat full of lonely,
sea-ridden Dutchmen didn’t make his list of ideal
holidays. Nevertheless, how often does a tall ship show
up in your homeport looking for an extra hand?

Tres Hombres appeared on December 17th after a

During the author’s time aboard there was a total of nine
women on Tres Hombres — nueve mujeres!
Two are not pictured here

four-week journey from Palma. I was eagerly awaiting
the ship’s arrival by using an online tracker and
through a pair of binoculars. At last, they came around
the north point of the island and into Marigot Bay.

As I looked out from the hills of St. Martin, I could
only imagine what sort of morning the crew had. The
Anguillian channel was blanketed in white caps;
Anguilla itself — a whole six miles away — was barely
visible through the rain clouds. It was as if they had
brought the weather from Holland with them. Chilly

rain cooled off the island for the first time in months.

I was hoping we could give the crew a more splendid
“land ho” welcome. Still, their spirit was contagious,
and with an Atlantic crossing under their belts, the
stench of victory was thick. The new turquoise terri-
tory was not only refreshing, as rain showers drenched
them clean, the bay felt like bath water — a much
needed spa day.

When I went out to greet the crew, I was pleasantly
surprised to see three female faces appear over the
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safety lines. I know this ship is about the resurgence
of sail cargo, but it may also be inspiring the insur-
gence of young sailing women. First Mate Anne Flore
gave me a tour around the boat, sputtering terms I've
never heard and introducing me to my new sleeping
arrangements: the foxhole. The boat had 15 on board;
I'd be sleeping next to seven. “Just think of it as a
week-long slumber party,” I tried to convince myself.
It would certainly be an interesting journey in such
close quarters with the other sailors. The plan was to go

to Barbados for a rum delivery with a few stops in
between. We'd leave St. Martin after delivering supplies
to the animal-welfare organizations around the island.
The weather was clearing up and returning to classic
Caribbean easiness. I was pumped and ready. The last
words my boyfriend mumbled as I boarded Tres Hombres
may have actually been just a growl. “Don’t let anyone...”
was his parting advice. After Hurricane Irma snapped
our own boat’s mast in two, I can’t blame him for being
grumpy as I boarded a fully intact ship and headed into
the sunset... with strange men. (Fifty percent of the crew
was female — that had to count for something, right?)

Nevertheless, we pulled up the anchor on the 21st,
headed south. Within half an hour my clothes were
ragtag. I expected to get dirty, but being covered in
rusty-tar-gooeyness was a surprise. That was the
beginning of the Tres Hombres transformation — and
it was time to embrace the change. Over the next
week, I would become my best dirtbag self.

The trip gave me a wide spectrum of feelings. From
that of despair as I learned all 15 of us would share the
same toilet, to the joy of breaking fresh bread together
every day. My mixed emotions perhaps say more about
me than about the boat itself. But my overall impression
from the experience was rooted in respect. This life ain’t
easy. The men and women who can pull this off both
bewilder and amaze me. Do you know how much energy
and willpower it takes to sail a 128-ton engineless ship?
And there’s not a whole lot of room for error.

The sail cargo experience really redefines who you
are. I was aboard for a short leg, disembarking in
Martinique after a week. The crew stays on for eight
months and the trainees’ stints range from a few weeks
or months to the whole shebang. I had a 17-year-old
German girl teach me how to lash rum barrels togeth-
er in the cargo hold. Seventeen! She crossed the
Atlantic, wore the same outfit from the first day I met
her, and never once complained or whined about miss-
ing home. I need to be more like her, I decided.

It's not fun going weeks without a shower, internet
and family, and sleep in your own, non-rolly bed. Tres
Hombres forces you to wake up. To embrace what’s
around you and make the most of it. Real adventure
happens when you leave your comfort zone. Instead of
listening to music on my iPod (we used as little power
as possible, so charging devices was kept to a mini-
mum), I had to listen to the crew play the mandolin
and fiddle.

—Continued on next page
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What a pity! I went a week without a single e-mail
update. No news catastrophes to start my day. A week
without scrutinizing my face for the tiniest flaw. No
worrying whether a wrinkle was in formation or if it
was just my imagination. (The perks of not having a
mirror — you stop thinking about these things, and
they stop mattering.) A week without caring what I
would wear or if I needed to do laundry. My tar-
battered, salt-covered pants would work just fine. A
week without pretending to be someone I'm not. Tres
Hombres strips you down to your bare minimum. If
anything, [ was my real self, in full power with a splash
of Amazonian Queen. There was no covering up or put-
ting on a nice filter. This was raw cruising. But regard-
less of all the rough and tough aspects of the ship, it
was incredible sailing. Which is the point, right?

We glided out of St. Martin hitting seven knots down
to St. Kitts and Nevis. From there we tacked our way
to Martinique from the leeward side, sneaking in
between Antigua and Guadeloupe to eventually drop
anchor in Sainte Anne. It took us longer than planned,
but it’s hard to complain when you have top-notch
stargazing every single night. We also had good coffee,
which makes a big difference.

During the days I was aboard, my duties were kept
less complicated than for those who crossed the
Atlantic. I would man the bunt and clew lines on the
course sail. This translates to something like, “pull
this rope as tight as you can, tie it off, and then move
to the next set.” These lines were the easiest to haul,
as my tendonitis and lack of biceps didn’t offer much
on the heavier lines. As the weakest person on board,
I learned to stay out of the way, jump on the end of the
hauling line, and help out in the kitchen. The fear of
screwing up a tack was always on my mind. We were
out in the middle of the sea on an engineless boat — I
was not going to be the reason the trip was compro-
mised. Nevertheless, I did screw up quite often.
However, the crew remained unfazed, unbelievably
patient with me, and carried on steadfast.

I am not one of the people who will be signing up as
crew for the next expedition. I'm just not cut out for it
— or so I think. A week’s sail may not have been long
enough for me to get the hang of things or for me to
realize that, hey, I can do this too. But I have to admit,
it was a transformative experience. One I think every-
one should participate in (or be forced to participate in).
It creates awareness of yourself, your output and your

environment. What do we really need? What do we
really want? What are the most important “things” in
our lives and what do we take for granted? Why should
I feel embarrassed when I haven’'t shaved or put on
make-up? The Tres Hombres experience is the complete
opposite of superficial.

It was truly inspiring to see so many women (almost
all my junior) take command of the vessel — a huge
vessel. On a power spectrum, I lean towards feather
strength. Although, in fact,
much of any strength comes
from technique, knowledge,
and practice. Tres Hombres
was a refreshing and awaken-
ing experience, one that
helped me realize where I can
take my own sailing abilities.
The camaraderie of the whole

Right: T was my real self, in
full power with a splash of
Amazonian Queen’

trip encourages confidence, which I will gladly put to
use back in St. Martin. (Granted, when our own boat’s
mast is upright.)

Tres Hombres 1is currently sailing around the
Caribbean for the rest of the winter and spring before
heading up to the US and back to Holland. The time-
line is always evolving, as it depends on wind, waves,
and cargo deliveries. If you want to join the crew or
learn the ropes as a trainee, be flexible. It’s likely the

Below: The crew breaking
bread together down below —
‘the camaraderie

encourages confidence’

ship will change course and make a rum delivery
where needed. Which is also a pretty cool notion — let-
ting go of control and leaving it to the nature of the sail.
Time is not of the essence; might as well enjoy it.

To the crew that had me aboard, thank you for your
friendship, understanding and patience. Best winds
to you.

Follow the ship’s movements via the online tracker at
Fairtransport.eu/ships/tres-hombres.

If they are sailing to your island and you want to be
praised for a day, help transport the cook to the grocery
store. A well-fed crew will repay you with a night of good
Jfun, music and food. (I can attest to that: Tres Hombres
does not cut back when it comes to mealtime.)

For more information about sailing adventures, hav-
ing products imported or exported, or sustainable trans-
portation, visit Fairtransport.eu or
Faceboolk.com/fairtransport
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AGAINST TIME —
KEEPING
BONAIRE’S
BOTO PISKADO

by Pamela Teitel

The boto piskado, beautiful small sailboats once used daily for fishing in Bonaire,
were the boats that began the Bonaire Regatta — traditionally, the fishermen would
take a week off from fishing every year to race. But as motorboats replaced sailboats
in the island’s fishing fleet, this cultural icon began to fade, with only the annual
regatta to sail in. Facing the high cost of repairs and upkeep for the wooden cratft,
most owners gave up, leaving the boats rotting away, never to sail again.

Boto piskado is simply “fishing boat” in Papiamento, the community language of
Bonaire. There have been many discussions on the island about the fate of these
vessels, and even attempts to bring them back, but there was no obvious way to get
them back to operating condition and make that sustainable. That is, until a group
of passionate, dedicated and committed volunteers and collaborators decided, “We
just have to do it now, before it is too late!”

Everyone wanted to see the boto piskado race in the 50th Annual Bonaire Regatta,
held in October 2017. Several companies with strong ties to the local culture and to
the sea were approached to sponsor the repairs necessary to get the boats back in
racing trim. Rather than distributing cash, Budget Marine Bonaire, the Obersi
Group, Teal, and Ports of Passion teamed up with boatowners to collect and restore
as many boto piskado as possible, supplying materials, support and organization
rather than funds. With only two months before the regatta, there was no time to
create a solid plan — we had to go with the attitude of “Just do it!”

In short order we found and collected seven boats and brought them to the Regatta
House at the waterfront. If you want to “Just do it” you need to involve the entire
community. Don Andres, a shipping company, showed up with a forklift to move two
boats that were small and close by. For boats that were larger and farther from the
Regatta House, a friend with a crane was called, and Boogie Trucking brought the
rest of the boats to their new home.

Luckily Budget Marine was close by, as they sponsored most of the materials
needed to rebuild the boats. Budget Marine also contacted a supplier, Sea Hawk
Paints, which donated a huge quantity of their products to the project.

Next a call went out for workers. Carlos Aguirre Garcia, a former resident who was
visiting from Spain, came in to demonstrate some new techniques that could be used
to do the restorations quickly and effectively. He and his family worked diligently
during his entire vacation. When it was time to go, his nephew and a friend, Rafa
and Kate, from Spain and England respectively, remained behind and continued
working every day right up to the regatta. Local craftsmen who had originally built
the boats with great care joined us to show off their skills as well. Jopi Soliano
worked daily to totally renovate his own boat as well as work on and supervise the
repairs on all of the others. He took great care with his boat, including the artwork
on the sides.

We focused on getting four of the seven boto piskado completed by the 50th Annual
Bonaire Regatta, leaving the other three for future races. In an amazing flurry of
work, the boats were gutted, cleaned out, fiberglassed, and fitted with new ribs and
structures to result in fully restored boats. Ants, termites, trees and cacti were

evicted. On some boats, all of the wood had rotted
away, leaving only an outer layer of fiberglass as a
mold to basically build an entirely new boat in.
Passersby were roped in to sand and paint. It was
amazing to watch an 80-year-old craftsman guide a
12-year-old on how to do the work needed. Ivan
Flores came by to weld one item for Jopi and was
so caught up in the momentum that he restored an
old, beaten-up trailer so that we could get the boats
to the water when ready.

To complete a project like this, it takes a commu-
nity. People dropped by with bags of fruit, ice,
drinks and even a giant pot of soup from Chacho’s
restaurant to keep the workers fueled. People on
visiting yachts dropped off lines, shackles, sails
and other items that could be re-purposed for these
boats. Lara Chirino worked like a conductor, orga-
nizing volunteers and sponsors and making sure
things happened on time.

When tallying up our supporters, we surpassed
20 different companies and countless individuals
who made some contribution.

With only seven weeks from arrival of the first
boat at Regatta House to the start of the Regatta,
people were always asking, “Why did you wait to
the last minute?” to do this or that. Well, it was all
at the last minute! Doyle Sails in Barbados shifted
their production schedule to quickly fabricate sails
for us, and the sails arrived the day before the
races! During registration for the regatta we were
still busy painting with the paint generously donat-
ed by Krioyo Paint. Tarzan Welding was cutting and
melting lead donated by Stone Crushers to make
ballast. With no proper slipway at the launching
site, the boats were carried by hand from our newly
restored trailer into the water to prepare for their
much-anticipated races.

Jopi’s brother Geovanni flew in from the United
States to be captain of the Arantsa, but his flight from Curac¢ao to Bonaire was can-
celed, so another brother, Papichi, captain of a competing boat, hopped on his mod-
ern fishing boat and took the long ride to Curacao to pick him up.

In time for the first race, we had only three of the four restored boto piskado in the
water. During the race, one broke its rudder. But the crew rushed the broken rudder
ashore and before the next race a new one was fabricated. In the next race, a metal
tiller broke and the welders .
hauled their equipment onto
the boat at the shore and
welded it right there in the
water. Each race saw some
new excitement, and it took till
the last race for all four boats
to both start and finish!

Fast forward to last
December. Budget Marine
sponsored a large fundraiser
for the project, featuring a
sailing regatta, triathlon, 5K
run and Santa Hat Walk, and
a sport festival. All four of the
newly restored boto piskado
managed both of the two races
this time! To involve the wider
Bonaire community, we had
space at the event for sport
clubs and fitness groups to set
up booths to sell things, have
activities and give demonstra-
tions to show off what they do.
Of course there was a great
barbecue and bar to complete
the weekend. This was the first
step toward restoring the
remaining boats.

This year, our goal will be to

have quarterly races for the
boto piskado and other types
of boats, to continue the ini-
tiative. The boto piskado are
not for the young and inexpe-
rienced, so we need to contin-
ue to promote all levels of
sailing to guarantee that
future generations of sailors
will be able to handle these
small but unique sailing craft. = " : :
(In 2019 Bonaire will host the Sunfish World Champlonshlps so there is a big push
to stimulate the local sailors for that as well.) The development of necessary infra-
structure, maintenance programs and educational programs will be paramount to
the sustainability of the boto piskado. Beyond our initial goals, we would like to
engage and stimulate our regional neighbors to join and embrace their traditions
and race with us.

For this effort not to be wasted, we need to sit back now and build a plan of sus-
tainability. A project with such historical magnitude has many aspects that require
the financial, material and service support of passionately driven people and organi-
zations. We look forward to your support as well!

For more information contact sponsor@historicalsailingboatBonaire.com

The goals of Bonaire’s Historical Sailing Boat Project are:

¢ to maintain this important aspect of Bonaire culture;

¢ to safeguard this extreme sport and the specialized skills required to sail the boats;

e to locate, negotiate, mobilize, restore or fabricate hull, mast, rigging, weights and
sails from existing boats and prepare to build new ones;

e to promote sailing and educate the local community of all ages in areas related to
boat design, restoration, construction, maintenance, navigation and racing;

¢ to improve the infrastructure for storing and launching the boto piskacdo.
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LOOK OUT FOR...

apodilla,
the ‘Nice’ Fruit

As you travel through the Caribbean, every month there’s something special to look
out for.

Sapodilla has an elusive flavour, hard to describe. Upon our first introduction to
this fruit, when we asked what it tasted like, we were told, “It tastes nice!” We had
no doubt that it tasted good, but nobody could give us a straight answer as to what
it tasted like.

We picked the “ripe” but not “ready” fruit, and wrapped it in paper for a couple of
days, as we were told to do, so it could become “ready” — slightly soft to the touch.

What did it taste like? Well, it tasted nice! It has a flavour that could be described
as a honey-cinnamon blend, combined with a bit of pear. We then understood the

Sapodillas on the tree and
on the plate — wait till
they’re ready and they
sure taste great!

descriptor of “nice” for the
fruit. We have enjoyed it in
other places, too, with
remarkable differences in
the taste, like the sweetness
being more like brown sugar
rather than honey, but all

are “nice”. The flesh has a \
granular texture much like

that of pears.

The sapodilla originally came from Central America, but made its way through
tropical South America and into the Caribbean islands. Since the seeds can remain
viable for up to four years, the tree grows fairly easily from seed, and no special care
is required, it is not surprising that it spread quickly. Its propensity to grow in
almost any soil, its ability to withstand dry spells, and its tolerance of salty soil make
it a natural for the Caribbean. The Portuguese and Spanish took it to other parts of
the tropics, where it has thrived and has become right at home.

Left to their own devices, the trees can grow to a height of about 30 metres (100 feet),
however, they can be controlled and pruned when being grown commercially or decora-
tively, with solid trunks and enough spread to create suitable shade for humans to enjoy
or undergrowth to flourish. The leaves are quite abundant, and are from eight to 12
centimetres long, and about three centimetres wide. The flowers are unremarkable.

The tree produces an extremely sticky latex, which can be discovered if picking the
fruit a little early. The gummy substance is known in Central America as chicle. Yes
— the chicle in Chiclets. It was, and still is, used as a chewing gum source. The latex
adheres to skin, and requires soap and diligent scrubbing to remove.

The fruit looks a great deal like a kiwi, but without the fuzz. While growing, there
is a small spike that grows from the bottom, and the fruit is deemed ripe when that
point falls off. However, that does not make the fruit “ready.” The fruit must be
allowed to sit for a couple of days until it becomes a little yielding to the touch; this
process can be accelerated by wrapping the fruit in newspaper or a paper bag.
Eating it too soon will cause a case of dry mouth, and the flavour will not be fully
developed. “Ready” fruit can be kept refrigerated for a week or two, and can be kept
frozen for a month. Each fruit has from one to six seeds, which are big enough to
find and discard as you eat it. The skin is edible.

Sapodilla can be eaten out of hand, or makes a (dare we say?) nice addition to
smoothies, desserts and fruit salads.



OUR SEABOARD BIRDS BY BELA BROWN

The Caribbean
BROWN PELICAN

Grenada’s northeast coast — with its Atlantic-facing beaches prettily decorated with
conch shells and grey-washed driftwood, and fringed by windswept seagrape, sea
almond and coconut trees — is an essential stopover and breeding ground for various
species of seabirds. Hence, it was on River Antoine’s long, white beach, and looking
through the barrel of my 300mm camera lens, that I contemplated an image reminis-
cent of an epoch long past: a white head, nestled between an almost six-foot wingspan
and supported by a contracted neck, is dominated by a mammoth-sized pouched bill.
Its stocky owner — a three-foot-long, brownish bird with a short, square tail, webbed
feet drawn against its dark belly, soared against the pale blue horizon. Presumably, a
flicker of silvery light broke the surface and danced into the creature’s pale yellow eye,
for it plunged headfirst from 30 feet above the surface into the wind-ruffled blue water,
only to break the surface seconds later. In its featherless gular pouch was a stunned
fish and gallons of ocean cascaded from the far corners of its yellowish bill. Finally, as
the bird’s head tilted back, the fish vanished down its throat.

This feathered creature is an adult specimen of the subspecies Pelecanus occiden-
talis, better known as the Caribbean Brown Pelican. There are five subspecies of
Brown Pelican, all very similar in appearance, with only geographical range distin-
guishing them from one another. Distributed along both the Pacific and Atlantic
coasts of North and South America, the Caribbean and the Galapagos islands, the
Brown Pelican is a fascinating creature of prehistoric appearance, which has
changed very little in the last 30 to 40 million years.

As I scanned the seemingly deserted beach, I was glad to see two more pelicans
standing in the distant sand. I could just make out that they were preening, running
along their feathers with their long bills, a task which not only gives beautiful luster
to the plumage but most importantly creates the waterproof barrier much needed
when submerged. As one took to the sky, it offered a view of its white belly, a sign of
its youth. Juveniles take three
years to reach maturity and
the lighter colour is an advan-
tage to the inexperienced birds
when seen from below; by
blending the underparts
against the sky, the coloration
allows them to get closer to
their prey and successfully
feed, while at the same time
perfecting their hunting skills.

Having spent 20 minutes
watching from a distance so as

Mature Brown Pelican above, |
and juvenile at right

not to disturb them, I was fasci-
nated by how the bird’s form and
functionality appear to be so little
in accordance: an 11-inch pouched
bill gives the owner a very bizarre-looking appearance, yet not once did I see the large
pouch extended for more than a few seconds. Contrary to popular belief, the pouch
is not used to store or carry food but is rather a fishing bucket-like mechanism
attached to the lower mandible/throat region. Remarkably, at each feeding time it
collects as much as three gallons of water or three times the total capacity of the
bird’s stomach!

Is this is an acute case of Dixon Lanier Merritt’s famous limerick?

A wonderful bird is the pelican,

His bill will hold more than his belican...

Has a species that endured through the last 40 million years come all this way with
a less than perfect feeding apparatus?

Surely, if all birds evolved so that the bill works according to its needs, then I'd like
to think that the surplus of water taken during a dive is not just a hindrance to the
bird, but rather performs an important function that has eluded us so far. The pouch
has other functions besides acting as a plunging bucket: a feeder for its young to eat
from, and when expanded on a hot day, it works as a cooling device.

Looking at the adult bird gliding a foot above the surface, in perfect harmony with
the rise and fall of the waves, I am mesmerized by its elegance and grace; airbags
throughout its body and under the skin not only cushion the impact when diving
from heights of as much as 60 feet but offer extra buoyancy and greatly improve its
flight aerodynamics.

Inevitably, my conclusion is that the Brown Pelican, whether we understand it or
not, is an example of stunningly successful adaptation that for millions of years has
been in perfect harmony with its environment’s changing conditions and that those
conditions, like the bird itself, have barely changed in millions of years — until now.
During the last century, the Californian Brown Pelican struggled with reproductive
failure as a result of DDT exposure, yet as harsh chemicals are banned in the devel-
oped world, other poisons replace them and today, seabirds are still as much at risk
as 60 years ago. Seabirds in developing nations are not only exposed to pesticides
long banned in richer countries but are facing many other perils such as habitat
degradation due to coastal development, overfishing, and badly disposed of fishing
lines which are deadly to diving pelicans resulting in a slow, agonizing death. And of
course human-induced climate change is very real, and it will cause a rise in sea
level that will submerge the seabirds’ last refuges; those small, low-lying islets that
they depend upon to nest. Whether or not we want to see it, our lifestyles are having
serious and broad repercussions on this beautiful, blue-water planet.
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THE CARIBBEAN SKY: FREE SHOW NIGHTLY!
Monday, February 19th
Happy 545th birthday Nicolaus Copernicus! Born in 1473, Copernicus was a
mathematician and astronomer who formulated a model of the universe that placed

the Sun rather than the Earth at the center of the universe. As mentioned in past

° articles, a recent survey (2014) shows that 25 percent of the world’s population
Mid-February
°
to Mid-March

by Jim Ulik

FIGURE 1

And now for something completely different. The Galaxy Song from Monty Python’s
“The Meaning of Life™:

Whenever life gets you down, Mrs. Brown,

And things seem hard or tough,

And people are stupid, obnoxious or daft,

And you feel that you've had quite eno-o-o-o-o-ough,

Just, remember that you're standing on a planet that’s evolving
And revolving at nine hundred miles an hour

That’s orbiting at nineteen miles a second, so it’s reckoned,

A sun that is the source of all our power.

I recommend doing an internet search and listening to the rest of the song. Even
the video version sung by Stephen Hawking is worth a watch. The original song and
lyrics were written by Eric Idle and John Du Prez. Eric Idle and Brian Cox rewrote
the lyrics, now titled the Galaxy DNA Song, for the BBC series Wonders of Life that
was hosted by Professor Brian Cox.

A few months ago I wrote about guitarist and songwriter Brian May with rock
group Queen. In 2007, May was awarded a PhD in astrophysics from Imperial
College London. He has now become a prominent figure in astrophysics. So, who is
Brian Cox? Professor Cox is another rock star that turned high-profile physicist.
Brian Cox was the keyboard player from the bands Dare, who toured with Jimmy
Page, and D:Ream. He completed his Ph.D. in high-energy particle physics from the
University of Manchester, spending some time doing research at CERN’s Large

Our Sun

Hadron Collider. They both have the credentials to educate the public. Our place in the Milky Way Galaxy

“We live on a world of wonders. A place of astonishing beauty and complexity.

We have vast oceans and incredible weather. Giant mountains and breath- doesn’t believe the Earth orbits the Sun (insert loud sigh here).
taking landscapes. Friday, February 23rd

“If you think that this is all there is, that our planet exists in magnificent isolation, The first pairing up of celestial bodies this period occurs this evening. The Moon is
then you're wrong. We're part of a much wider ecosystem that extends way beyond located near Antares, the eye of the bull in the constellation Taurus. Also, early this
the top of our atmosphere.” — Professor Brian Cox morning the Moon reached first quarter phase.

Friday, February 16th Saturday, February 24th

There is but a sliver of Moon illuminated in the western sky at twilight. Just after First observed in 1911, the delta Leonids meteor shower will peak tonight. This
the Sun sets look for earthshine to provide a subtle glow on the rest of the Moon’s shower is active from February 15th to March 10th. While this may not be a major
surface. Right below the Moon is Venus shining brightly just above the horizon. shower the combined number of shooting stars from other showers will increase

Sunday, February 18th viewing possibilities. The Leonids radiate from the constellation Leo.

The most visible planets can only be seen in the early morning sky before sunrise. The asteroid Apophis is making another close approach to Earth this afternoon.
Jupiter, Mars and Saturn are lined up in a row above the eastern horizon. Mars, Apophis is now located in the direction of the Sun. As asteroids pass near any celes-
named Ares in Greek culture, is the middle planet near the red giant double star tial object their orbital path can be altered even by the slightest amount. As these
Antares (meaning anti-Ares). Mars and Antares can be easily confused because they passes occur astronomers can re-determine the future path these bodies are taking.
appear similar in color. This morning they are of equal brightness. Mars is the object This will help predict Apophis’ altered course as it makes an extreme close approach
northward or left of Antares. towards Earth on Friday April 13th, 2029.

In the late 1800s it was determined that the planets Neptune and Uranus had Tuesday, February 27th
irregular orbits. Astronomer Percival Lowell thought that an undiscovered Planet X Two days before the Moon turns full it can be found in the constellation Cancer.
was the reason for the predicted orbit discrepancies. Eighty-eight years ago today Even though the Moon is quite bright you may see the Beehive Cluster slightly north
Pluto was discovered by Clyde Tombaugh at the observatory in Flagstaff, Arizona and west. The Beehive Cluster is one of the closest star clusters to our solar system
named after Lowell. Tomorrow evening Uranus is positioned near the Moon. Neptune and contains more than 1,000 stars.
reaches its closest point near Venus on February 21st. —Continued on next page
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Wednesday, February 28th

There is a conjunction between the Moon and “the heart of the lion” this evening.
The star Regulus is actually a multiple star system that appears as the brightest star
in the constellation Leo.

Thursday, March 1st

The Moon rises at 1809 this evening. Wait another three hours and the Moon illu-
minating the night sky finally reaches the full phase.

Saturday, March 3rd

The Full Moon will interfere with tonight’s peak of the Virginids meteor shower.
However meteors can be seen anytime this shower is active. The shower runs from
February 13th to April 8th.

The US National Academies of Sciences was created 155 years ago today. The NAS
was established by an Act of Congress, signed by President Abraham Lincoln in
1863, and is charged with providing independent, objective advice to the nation on
matters related to science and technology. Three Academies work together as the
National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine to provide objective sci-
ence-based advice on critical issues affecting the United States. The National
Academies also encourage education and research, recognize outstanding contribu-
tions to knowledge, and increase public understanding in matters of science, engi-
neering, and medicine.

Brian Cox, professor and physicist mentioned previously, turns 50. By age 12, Cox
was inspired to become a physicist after reading the book Cosmos by Carl Sagan.

Sunday, March 4th

Low in the western sky right after sunset there will be two objects shining brightly.
They will be so close that they may appear as one object. Look for Venus and
Mercury to be just above the horizon. Over the next few days Mercury will be dimmer
and higher in the sky as it moves away from the Sun. The distance from Venus will
also become greater.

The Moon will rise just before 2100, located in the constellation Virgo. There is a
conjunction between the Moon and Spica this evening. Spica is a two star system;
the two stars take only four days to orbit each other. You can find Spica positioned Below: Unmanned ships at sea with the capacity to self-navigate and auto-dock
close to the right or south of the Moon.

Tuesday, March 6th

There is a conjunction between the Moon and Jupiter this evening, lasting into the
morning of March 7th. Look for the Moon to rise first, with Jupiter following a few
minutes later. Both bodies are located in the constellation Libra.

Saturday, March 10th

The predawn sky has the Moon splitting the distance between Mars and Saturn.
The trio can be found in the southeastern sky. Mars is situated above the Moon and
Saturn lies below. By this time tomorrow The Moon will be slightly below and left
of Saturn.

Wednesday, March 14th

The month and date today is 3/14. That makes it Pi Day. This day is an annual
celebration of the mathematical constant pi. Physicist Larry Shaw organized the first
Pi Day celebration in San Francisco. It was another day added to the calendar for
celebrations and maybe an excuse to eat pie. At least this holiday is an annual event
unlike Square Root Day. That day is celebrated on days when both the day of the
month and the month are the square root of the last two digits of the year. So, the
next square root day won't be until 5/5/25.

This is also the birth date of Albert Einstein. Born in 1879 Germany, he would be
139 years old.

In the News

Who is piloting that ship? Well in the next few years it won't be humans.
Communications, weather and GPS satellites put in place by the ESA (European
Space Agency) in conjunction with the hardware and software developed by Rolls- g#
Royce Ship Intelligence division will enable the operation of commercial autono- *
mous shipping. Artificial Intelligence (AI) will be the Captain and crew. Piloting and
navigation will be done by robots. Hopefully they will not solely rely on current
digital charts.
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Above: A photograph taken from Prickly Bay, Grenada of the crescent Moon and Venus
in the western sky
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All times are given as Atlantic Standard Time (AST) unless otherwise noted. The
times are based on a viewing position in Grenada and may vary by only a few minutes &
in different Caribbean locations.

Jim Ulik of S/V Merengue is a photographer and cruiser.
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Introduction

This is not a definitive listing of places to shop;
there are cruising guides that do that. What I will do
is make it easier to figure out where to get larger
quantities of provisions, and maybe some other
things, with the greatest ease and best selection,
with a few other hints thrown in. Not all islands will
be mentioned, as not all have particularly decent
provisioning options.

If you're from North America or Europe, as you
shop in the Eastern Caribbean islands, you will
see local brands that you might not recognize.
Don’t be afraid to try them. They are often a frac-
tion of the cost, and usually quite good. An added
bonus: high-fructose corn syrup is not a common
ingredient in Caribbean-made foods, with cane
sugar being the preferred sweetener. And who
wouldn’t prefer “Morning O’s” for breakfast instead
of just “Cheerios”?

- -
......

A roadside shop in Luperén, Dominican Republlc e
‘Small grocery stores offer the basics,
and some provide wonderful surprises’
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There is also a cruiser behef that one must go to the French islands for inexpensive
wine. I am going to dispute that. A decent bottle of French wine will cost about five
Euros, assuming you know that it is a decent wine (French does not automatically equal
excellent). This is equivalent to about EC$15. For about EC$15 one can buy some very
decent South American wines in some of the larger English-speaking islands.

However, the cheeses to go with that wine are far, far more affordable in the French
islands, as are most dairy products.

Speaking of dairy products, if North Americans can become used to UHT milk, it
makes shopping far easier. Many of the milks found in the dairy cooler are either
close to expiry because they have spent the last week on a cargo ship, or are recon-

A Cruiser’s Guide to
Provisioning in the

Eastern Caribbean

by Lynn Kaak

stituted. Not all UHT milk has a strong aftertaste, so
a little experimentation is worthwhile. After a while,
you'll become used to it, and you don’t have an
option to buy non-UHT in many places.

The Virgin Islands

Starting with the northern end of the Lesser
Antilles, the Virgin Islands are a cruising hotbed.
Despite the best efforts of Irma and Maria to rear-
range the landscape last September, things are now
happening here. Many bareboats and crewed char-
ters provision in the Virgins, so getting what you
want, and reasonably accessible, is not a concern.
St. Thomas has a “real” Home Depot, which speaks
for itself. Did I mention duty free, too?

The Leeward Islands

e St. Maarten-St. Martin is a duty-free mecca.
Within Simpson Bay Lagoon are dinghy docks
within a reasonable distance of well-stocked super-
markets, and enough duty-free liquor suppliers to
scare anybody’s liver. The ACE Hardware on the
main road close to the “border” has a wide selection
of things, including 20-pound propane tanks at a
reasonable price.

Prime is the place you really want to go for deals.
They sell larger quantities of food and everything
else, plus they are distributors for alcohol, including
the higher-end stuff. Cost-U-Less in Phillipsburg
requires a bus ride or taxi, but is also a favourite for
cruisers. If you can’t get it in St. Maarten, you aren’t
likely to find it anywhere else down island, either.

¢ Basseterre on St Kitts has a couple of smaller
Y00 supermarkets a stone’s throw from the marina.
AATADENAC Their selection is decent, owing to the medical
W5 BN ERETL schools in the area, and the prices won’t shock you.
= Borrow a cart to bring your haul back to the boat or
dinghy. The marina is right at the cruise ship dock,
with all of its duty-free stores. While often not the
place to find deals, if you are there out of season,
you may discover some excellent bargains.

e Antigua is easy. Jolly Harbour has a pretty well
stocked supermarket right there, and for a small
tip, your purchases will be carted out to the docks.
Take a bus to the large Epicurean Supermarket just
outside St. John’s, and you will find almost every-
thing you need, including the largest selection of
specialty snack foods you will probably find any-
where in the Caribbean. This is where you can find
peanut butter made of nothing but peanuts.

Falmouth Harbour has two smallish markets
close to the bay. Bailey’s isn’t bad, and the market
at the Antigua Yacht Club might surprise you with
some of the things you can find. And of course, the
market in St John’s is a great place to find your
fresh fruits and vegetables.

e After checking in to Guadeloupe at Deshaies, a
few miles down the coast you will find Malendure,

: with a Leader Price close by the water within a rea-
sonable walk to a dock. It’'s a Leader Price — what more needs to be said?

Pointe-a-Pitre is Guadeloupe’s biggest town. Right at the Marina Bas du Fort is a
Carrefour Market that makes stocking up easy, and within two kilometres is a Casino
Geant. If you are familiar with the HyperU and the massive Carrefours, you under-
stand that this store has almost everything; it even has Soda Stream accessories.

While in Pointe-a-Pitre, you are also close to the fifth-biggest Zone Industrielle
in all of France and her Departments — 33 hectares of supplies, including 1001
Piles, a store specialising in batteries for mobile devices, including laptops, phones
and tablets.
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There is also an immense chandlery on the edge of the Zone, which some of the
more intrepid cruisers access by dinghy. This area is accessible by public transit,
with communal taxis (TaxiCo’s) and municipal buses providing transport.

The large Carrefour in the Destreland mall is also easily accessible by public trans-
port. This mall also has a Decathlon (a fantastic sporting goods store) and a Mr.
Bricolage (like a small Home Depot). This is a one-stop consumerism fix.

Of course, there is an excellent market, including a busy fish market, right down-
town for your fresh-food needs. This is easily accessible by dinghy, or about a two-
kilometre walk.

<k

Above: At Le Marin, Martinique, provisioning is extremely convenient. You can almost
drive your grocery cart right into your dinghy

Right: There are even some warehouse-type stores in the islands

where you can stock up on caseloads

¢ In Dominica, Portsmouth has a very good Saturday market, while the little stores
along the main street will eventually take care of what you need, even if you have to
go store by store. The fish market is phenomenal.

The Windward Islands

e Martinique is probably the single best place to get almost anything. Right in Fort
de France, you have a Leader Price on the waterfront, and a Carrefour maybe a kilo-
metre in to the center of town. There are a couple of great farmers’ markets in the
town, with a wide variety of fresh fruits and vegetables, including some you might
not see elsewhere. There is another massive Carrefour, like Walmart with better-
dressed customers, an easy bus ride away (conveniently close to the Dillon Rhum
Distillery), and the Galleria mall with the HyperU can be reached via the Ducos
TaxiCo, which can be caught right by the ferry docks. The Decathlon and Mr.
Bricolage are diagonally across the insane roundabout from the Galleria. This mall
is also an instant consumerism fix.

Le Marin is, in my opinion, the easiest place to provision. The Leader Price has a
newly refurbished dinghy dock that you are encouraged to bring your shopping cart
back to. There is a Carrefour Market just up the hill, and both stores will deliver to
the marina. Closer to the Capitanerie is a Simply Supermarket, about 400 metres
from the dinghy dock. The covered market provides an acceptable selection.

e Rodney Bay, St. Lucia, just 23 miles south of Le Marin, is the second-easiest
place to provision. There is a dinghy dock provided at the far end of the lagoon for
access to two supermarkets. Both Massy and Massy Gourmet are an easy buggy
push from the dinghy dock, and between the two, you can find your chia seeds and
Greek yogurt, as well as locally grown food.

For a bigger provision, catch the bus to the Massy Mega and stock up on caseloads.

PLA

This warehouse-type store is also home to ACE Hardware and Courts, so you can get
more oil for the diesel, new pillows, and a massive pack of frozen sausages in one go.
You can get them to call a taxi to get your goods back to the dinghy dock or the
marina, or try to cram yourself back into a bus.

The Rodney Bay Marina hosts a small farmers’ market on Wednesdays
and Saturdays.

e In St. Vincent & the Grenadines, many cruisers who need to do more than pick
up a few odds and ends like to anchor in Bequia and take the ferry to Kingstown to
visit two adequate supermarkets not far from the ferry wharf: Greaves and Massy.
At Greaves, if you shop more than an hour before the ferry heads back to Bequia,
ask them at checkout to box your goods and deliver them by truck to the ferry for
you (ask for a marker to label your boxes). Otherwise, there are “cart guys” by the
door who will take your parcels in an old-fashioned wooden pushcart, an adventure
in itself.

At the farmers’ market in Kingstown on Saturdays you can get an array of fresh
produce on the street just past the actual market building,.

In Bequia, check out Doris Fresh Food for high-end specialty items.

e Carriacou is the home of a new, large supermarket at Tyrell Bay — Alexis has
taken shopping on the island to a new level.

e Grenada is another place with easy shopping, with cruiser shopping buses oper-
ating from popular anchorages a couple of times a week. With a large medical and
veterinary sciences university catering to North American students, there is no prob-
lem getting what you want, as long as it is in stock. Imported food arrives by con-
tainer on Thursdays, making Fridays the best grocery-shopping day. CK’s, the cash-
and-carry store, will deliver for free. Closer to Port Louis Marina, there is a Food
Land and two wholesale distributors that welcome cruisers.

Trinidad

¢ Trinidad has what you need, and quite affordably. Bus trips for shopping at the
malls or going to the store near to the boatyards should take care of your needs, and
still leave plenty in your wallet for some doubles.
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A Final Word

These are the major places to buy large quantities of groceries. However, the little
rum shops and small grocery stores offer the basics, and some provide wonderful
surprises, but they won't be where you want to fill up before heading off on a long
passage, or restocking major supplies. Regardless of the size of the town, people
there need to eat, so you will always find something available, but with a smaller
selection and in lesser quantities.
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PROVISIONING YOUR YACHT?

Don’t worry we’re here for you! At Gonsalves Liquors vou’ll
find all that you need. We have the widest selection of wines,
spirits and liqueurs in St. Vincent and the Grenadines.
Were just a phone call away!

T&MWWW

Cnr. Middle & Melville Streets, Kingstown
St. Vincent & the Grenadines, P.O.Box 383
Tel: (784) 457 1881 . Fax: (784) 456 2654
Email: info@gonsalvesliquors.com

mone!

GONSALVES
LIQUORS LTD.
) W] Established 1970

Come to much or little?

little’s
restaurant + bar

Exclusive to the island, enjoy one of several SteakStone menu options!
Open from 8am - midnight daily
Complimentary 3-course meal for the Captain with parties of 6 or more
Plenty of moorings and large dinghy dock for easy access to the restaurant + bar
3 billiard tables complimentary to patrons of Doolittle‘s
Happy hour daily from 5-7pm and 10-11pm
Light provisioning available including ice
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* New bay-front deck
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with full menu:
- grilled fish Iobster
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Open dally from 11am until 10pm
Located on the Belmont Walkway

Reservatlons_ (784) 458- 3474 or VHF 6 %:

Stock Up

on the widest selection and the

best prices in Grenada at our two
conveniently located supermarkets.
Whether it's canned goods, dairy
products, meat, fresh vegetables

or fruits, toiletries, household goods,
or a fine selection of liquor and wine,

The Food Fair has it all and a lot more.

Hubbard’s

JONAS BROWNE & HUBBARD (G’da.) Ltd.

Food
Fair

The Carenage:
Monday - Thursday
8 am to 5:30 pm
Friday until 8:45 pm

Saturday until
1:00 pm

Tel: (473) 440-

Grand Anse:

2588

Monday - Thursday
9 am to 5:30 pm
Friday & Saturday

until 7:00 pm

Tel: (473) 444-

4573

Read in
Next Month’s
Compass:

Records Shattered in ‘Wild’ Round
Barbados Race

. and much, much more!

Minimizing Hurricane Risk
for Stored Yachts

Glimpses of Cienfuegos, Cuba

mmmmss OF BT. VINCE‘H:

HOW SAILING HAS AFFECTED MY LIFE
Dear Caribbean Compass,

I am very thankful for your interest in how sailing
affected my life and future career. I believe that what
you do is amazing. This article [“Following Blanca y
Antonio” in Y2A by Ellen Birrell, in the January 2018
issue of Caribbean Compass| may help many to realize
the importance of a child’s future, it will influence
society to stand up for one another to make a differ-
ence, and will help those who are struggling with the
same situation to overcome it.

I am currently completely focused on my studies as
it is my last year of high school; as you know this is
really important. I still try to sail as often as I can and
also compete on team sports at my school.

Given the amazing opportunity to compete in sailing
for my country at an international level taught me
very valuable life lessons that I incorporate daily. As
2017 is coming to a close, my whole focus is on
obtaining a full scholarship to an international uni-
versity where I can pursue both my academic and
sailing careers. I dream of being a doctor and then
becoming a plastic surgeon.

With regard to my sailing career, I want to race in
international championships; I love racing and know
that I would always put my 110 percent into every
race. I want to be coached to become the best and I feel
very confident that I will be a valuable asset on any
team. My home life the past couple of years has been
complicated and difficult but thanks to my sailing
club, beautiful Belizeans and great friends’ support,
many issues have been resolved and now I am in a
better place to focus on my studies and betterment.

A big thank-you once more for your support and I
send my love from Belize.

Truly yours,
Blanca Velasquez
Belize

ANCHOR BUOQYS: THE GOOD, THE BAD, AND THE
UGLY TRUTH
Dear Caribbean Compass,

In my experience there are only one or two instances
that I have observed when deploying an anchor buoy
is a reasonable option. This would include use by
single-handed sailors or use in very gnarly and rocky
bottoms where an anchor could easily get stuck.

In crowded anchorages, a buoy can be a hindrance
rather than an advantage to other cruisers who are
trying to find a safe spot to drop the hook. In these
tight anchorages we can't all enjoy full swinging room,
so it is inevitable that someone else’s boat will be over
your anchor some of the time. Relax. It will not be a
problem unless you leave before them, and then it may
only take waiting for the right conditions, or commu-
nicating your intentions beforehand if you are plan-
ning to leave during the night.

It seems somewhat arrogant to expect others to
respect your anchor by deploying a buoy when not
enough room is available for everyone to do the same.
In the increasingly popular Eastern Caribbean anchor-
ages, this is typically the norm — there are more boats
than most of us are comfortable with, but we manage
by being respectful and patient and communicating
our intentions.

The really ugly side of anchor buoys is something
most users are either not aware of, or they feel the
odds are small enough to ignore the risk. Firstly,
your props or rudders could snag your own buoy on
a calm night as your boat drifts lazily over your
anchor, and if the wind picks up, could quite easily
drag your anchor along directly underneath you on a
one-to-one scope. The outcome of this happening
could be catastrophic, and it has happened on
numerous occasions.

Secondly, and even more dangerous, is the snagging
by another boat’s props as it powers over your unseen
anchor buoy at night. This recently happened to us on

a busy, noisy night in Fort de France, Martinique. We
were the innocent boat anchored a “safe” distance off
the port bow of a large ketch when it suddenly started
to move quickly toward our starboard side at an angle
of 45 degrees, heading directly towards our midships,
the large bowsprit an ominous battering ram. Neither
we nor the owners of the ketch had any idea what was
causing the two boats to come together. The offending
catalyst of the event was discovered a few seconds
later when a local power boat appeared alongside our
port side with the crew shouting at us and pushing
against our hull with their feet to ward us off. They
mistakenly thought that our chain was fouled in their
prop. But after closer examination it turned out that
the ketch had deployed an anchor buoy and the con-
necting line had been snagged by the power boat as it
crossed in front of us, dragging the ketch’s 40-kilo
anchor out, and continued on its way, arcing around
us before hitting our hull and bringing all three boats
together, also fouling all our bottom tackle with the
ketch’s to the point that it could only be untangled the
next morning by putting a diver down. Needless to say,
damage was done, mostly to the stomach and ribs of a
friend who was sitting on the coach roof of our boat as
he bravely positioned himself as a human fender to
ward of the invading bowsprit.

The other good news is that it appears that after
spending six years in the Caribbean, the use of anchor
buoys seems to be on the decrease, although this may
just be positive thinking.

Steve White
S/V BlueZulu

TAKE CARE WHEN SWIMMING OFF YOUR BOAT
Dear Caribbean Compass,

When you're anchored in Simpson Bay, St. Maarten;
Jolly Harbour, Antigua; Gosier, Guadeloupe; Les
Saintes; Portsmouth, Dominica; Ste. Anne, Martinique;
Rodney Bay, St. Lucia or anywhere else boats congre-
gate, take great care whenever swimming off your boat
or diving on your anchor.

Jet-ski operators, whether untrained tourists or
experienced PWC owners, will zoom too close to your
boat at maximum speeds.

This isn’t a rant about those “devil jet-skis” because
fishing pirogues and water taxis do it, too.

Even cruisers’ dinghies will often pass by your
boarding ladder just a few metres away. We've all seen
fast RIB dinghies filled with people — but where’s the
driver? Those passengers have blocked forward visibil-
ity for the driver in the stern while engaged in conver-
sation, so they are often not looking forward.

Many of these folks seem to have little or no concept
of the danger they present to swimmers.

But you do!

When we dive on our anchor in busy bays we try to
either escort the snorkeler with the dinghy and a
driver, or keep a sharp watch while standing at the
bow with a loud air horn, ready to sound a warning.
Ken and Lynn
Silverheels IIT

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Dear Compass Readers,

We want to hear from YOU!

Be sure to include your name, boat name or shoreside
address, and a way we can contact you (preferably by
e-mail) if clarification is required.

We do not publish individual consumer complaints or
individual regatta results complaints. (Kudos are okay!)
We do not publish anonymous letters; however, your
name may be withheld from print at your request.
Please keep letters shorter than 600 words. Letters may
be edited for length, clarity and fair play.

Send your letters to sally@caribbeancompass.com.




‘FOD Weather Net’ Ends as
Meteorologist Swallows Anchor

by Laurie Corbett

In his book The Tipping Point, Malcolm Gladwell advises you to determine who the “connectors” are in your life by list-
ing your friends and remembering how you met them. Chances are good that one person, sometimes two, are involved
in the majority of your acquaintances and friendships — whether they have introduced you to numerous people, or set
the stage so that you met them, it might not have happened without the “connector”. For many of us sailors in the
Caribbean right now, Denis and Arleen Webster of S/V Tiger Lily II have turned out to be our greatest connectors.

Main photo: Friends of Denis convene for beer and pizza aboard the ‘dinghy
donut’ in Prickly Bay, Grenada

Inset: Denis and his wife, Arleen, are connectors

Over the past 11 years, a growing number of Caribbean cruisers have
started their winter-season days with their single side band radio turned to
4420 for Denis’ Weather. The program would start with a synopsis of the
active weather systems in the Caribbean and a review of how each system
would affect the weather over the following few days. It would be followed by an open program where anyone who
was planning a passage could call in for Denis’ opinion on when they should go and when they shouldn’t. The
program was well peppered with local weather reports from cruisers, social happenings, and calls for technical
assistance or aid coordination.

After Denis retired as a senior meteorologist for the Canadian government, and Arleen finished her career as a
teacher, they left Canada in 1991 in a Tayana 37, Tiger Lily. They spent the majority of their early cruising life
enjoying the southern and western edges of the Caribbean Sea. However, when they bought Tiger Lily II, a Hylas
47, in 2000, their insurance agency refused to insure it for those areas, and they agreed to stick to Trinidad,
Tobago, and the Windwards and Leewards.

Denis explained why he kept his previous occupation a secret: “I didn’t want everyone in the bay second-guess-
ing the motivation for my every move, or following me from bay to bay, thinking I knew something about the
weather that they didn’t.” However, he was always active on the Ham and SSB early-morning weather nets, acquir-
ing and discussing the weather information that might be available. He also met a close group of friends on 4420
every morning, discussing their comings and goings, the local weather, and promoting group input into technical
problems they or others might have. I was lucky enough as a relatively new cruiser to join their morning meetings
in 2005, and began to enjoy better passage weather, better sourcing of needed parts and repair expertise, and a
way to keep track of the growing numbers of friends.

If you shared a bay with Tiger Lily II or other members of this band of friends, you would be invited to join them
in one of their cockpits for sundowners. Denis jokingly referred to these get-togethers as SEED meetings — the
Society of Early Evening Drinkers.

The group on 4420 grew as more and more people knew a good thing, and as more asked Denis for advice for
passages. By 2006, the net had evolved into a platform for Denis to assist cruisers, and he became the net control-
ler. Besides providing information that improved the safety of passages, Denis also promoted social activities.
Hikes, lunches, visits to attractions, and reviews of the previous day’s activities were organized and discussed. As
people called in from a location or headed to a location, Denis would advise them of other listeners who were in
that bay, and suggest a “SEED meeting”; insisting only three persons were required for a “quorum” to carry out
the necessary “business”. The “minutes” of the meetings always seemed to get lost!

Denis’ dedication to this new net and his followers was quite significant. Although he had to start each day before or
near sunrise to get the necessary data and organize it, he seldom missed a morning. We were also quite aware through-
out the phenomenon that this net was significantly altering our Caribbean experience. In 2009, a hard-core group of
us were enjoying a “meeting” in Grenada at the start of the cruising season, when one bright fellow (John of S/V Free
Spirit) suggested we meet up with Jules, the flag-maker at the Grenada Yacht Club, and design a burgee for the group.
We quickly promoted our station to represent all Friends of Denis, and ordered up the first batch of red FOD Burgees,
and passed them out, to the surprise of Denis and Arleen. Of course he was surprised at our enthusiasm; but also a
little concerned that FOD also stood for Forecast On Demand, a very negative term in the field of meteorology (what
did we know?). Still, he chose to ignore the second potential meaning and to embrace the bestowed honour. Many other
burgees were ordered in batches from Miss Mary, the Flag Lady of Rodney Bay, and distributed.

As the group grew, and each morning dozens of people called for advice or to announce they had arrived at their
destination, another skill became obvious: Denis and Arleen had an uncanny memory of the names of people and
their boats. People who had called in years earlier, then gone missing, would be greeted with total recall; people
they had met in the early 1990s and not since would be recognized by boat name with total recall. If Denis faltered,
Arleen would chime in as his “external hard drive”.

Although always with the meteorologist’s “boiler-plate” disclaimer that the decision is made by the captain, Denis
and Arleen were influencing when people changed islands and bays, and who met whom in each bay, from the
Virgins to the ABCs, and even farther afield. As for whatever bay they were in, that could sometimes be frenetic.
Their own popularity had them picking and choosing between the invitations to any sundowner meeting, hike,
walk, beach day, game of boules, or luncheon being held in their own location. A tradition on Christmas morning
for Tiger Lily Il was to deliver cinnamon bun or two to every friend in the anchorage, while Arleen wore a delight-
fully outrageous fur-trimmed red Christmas bikini.

Denis and Arleen’s influence upon the lives of their followers has been strong. A British couple whose company
we all enjoyed once explained that getting up for the “FOD Show” was interfering with their sex life — yet I do not
recall them missing a morning of broadcast.

Is it the end of an era for the FODers? Well, we have a better understanding of Caribbean weather; we have many
fond memories of our times with Denis and Arleen, and an amazing list of Caribbean friends. A group has started
an echo of a net with the same schedule: 4420 every morning at 7:45, with Denis and Arleen’s blessing. The objec-
tive is to maintain the contacts, keep track of comings and goings, get repair advice, suggest hikes, organize SEED
Meetings, and even attempt to acquire weather information. Please call in — it isn’t too late to join. Indeed, Miss
Mary, the Flag Lady of Rodney Bay, is still selling FOD burgees, and we're still flying them. As well, Terry of Silk
Pajamas may have one or two FOD calendars available.

As for Denis and Arleen, well, they have not exactly swallowed the anchor. They have acquired a lovely Jeanneau
40 in Canada, S/V Vitesse II, in which they are already enjoying the summers, cruising Georgian Bay and the
Great Lakes. Winters will likely see them doing some traveling — at something faster than five knots.

McINTYRE BROS. LTD.

True Blue, St George’s Grenada
Call 1 (473) 444 3944 macford@spiceisle.
 g—

l% = oA Nag
Endoro 8 I AL

GRENADA

We service what we sell!
2 & 4-Stroke Engines  Genuine Parts & Service
Yamaha Certified Technicians
Duty free deliveries & reliable service for Yachts
Honda, Mazda and Ford Dealership
Vehicle Sales & Service
Book your Car rentals & Island Tours with us
Discover Grenada with
Caribbean Horizons Tours & Services
info@caribbeanhorizons.com
www.caribbeanhorizons.com

Insurance

The insurance business has changed.
No longer can brokers talk of low rates.
Rather, the honest broker can only say,

“I'l do my best to minimize your increase!”
There is good insurance, there is cheap
insurance, but there is no good cheap
insurance. You never know how good
your insurance is until you have a claim
My claims settlement record
cannot be matched.

I have been connected with the marine insurance
business for 47 years. I have developed a rapport
with brokers and underwriters at Lloyds and am
able to introduce boat owners to specialist brokers
in the Lloyds market.

e-mail: streetiolaire@hotmail.com

\ www.street-iolaire.com /-

HEY, READERS!

If you'd like to receive notification by e-mail
when each month’s new Compass is available
free online, just drop a note to
sally@caribbeancompass.com and we’ll put you
on the list — it’s as easy as that!

A PASSAGE TO HAITI
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Azores || Grenada

MID ATLANTIC GUARDIANAGE &
YACHT SERVICES 4 YACHT MANAGEMENT

WHISPER COVE ~ MARINA

Bar Restaurant Butcher Shop ' Matina

GRENADA

PT-9900-144 HORTA / FAIAL, AZORES
Providing all vital services to
Trans-Atlantic Yachts!

Incl. Chandlery, Charts, Pilots, Rigging
EU-VAT (18%) importation

C&N Port Louis Marina & Le Phare Bleu Marina Whisper Cove Marlna the smaII

+473.415.2138 +473.443.3603 Marina with a big heart

Duty free fuel (+10.000It) info@islaidreamsgrenada.com
TEL +351 292 391616  FAX +351 292 391656 www.islandreamsgrenada.com
mays@mail.telepac.pt Island Dreams
www.midatlanticyachtservices.com

Butchers Shop & Deli Store - Provisioning
Service, Lunch Specials, Wednesday Pizza
Night, Thursday Rotisserie Chicken Night,
Friday & Saturday Steakhouse & Sunday
Brunch Buffet - Free Transport

Tel: +1 473 444 5296
'i www.whispercovemarina.com

J" ]:ﬂnyﬂ

L]
S i @D\ JBeach Bar &~ Bistro
I p Wa YRESTAURANT ’ 7
The Pink House on the Beach in Hillsborough
Open for Lunch, Snacks, Dinner and Drinks
Live Music on Saturdays — Sun Splash! @

Grenada Feoe s
d Call: (473) 443-9399 www.LaPlaya-Carriacou.com|
seldom seen  EERETEA i‘l‘URBULENCE Ltd. @
¥ty Botinus . (473) 439 4495
backstage ART info@turbulenceltd.com [ECYY
aller www.turbulenceltd.com EAILMAKEHE
g ¥
locally made
wearable arl
handpainted
batik
workshop

PROVEN QUALITY
shop on famous Youngstreet

FIVE YEARS /50,000 MILES GUARANTEED
www .artfabrikgrenada.com 473 440 0548 Minimal Co2 Print No International Air Freight

Dominica

Open 11.30 - 2.00 for Lunch
6.00 - 9.00 for Dinner
Tuesday to Saturday

Sunday Bruneh-11.30 - 14.30

Reservations recommended

Phone (473) 443 6500 or call CH 1

Situated on the South Side

of Tyrrel Bay.

Bar open all Day
Tyrrel Bay, Carriacou

our new Mhy-Do

DOMINICA YACHT SERVICES
- Relar! Leave the work to us -

Hubert J. Winston

18 Victoria St.
Roseau & Bay St. Portsmouth

Dominica

: +767-275-2851 Mobile / 445-4322

= +767-448-7701 Fax

- info@dominicayachtservices.com
www.dominicayachtservices.com

Good for the economy
Made right here in the Caribbean - Specializing in flags
since 15 years in the Caribbean.
Any country, any size, customized
wide stock, fast delivery.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

TeChNiCk Ltd' YACHT MANAGEMENT

. Engineering. fabrication and welding.
: Fabrication and repair of .
: stainless steel and aluminium items.

Horizon Yachts Grenada + (596) 596 682 128

www.wind-flag.com

Complete Professional Yacht Sales

Nick Williams, Manager : and Maintenance Services

. Tel: 1 (473) 405-1560 .
: . Brokerage * Guardianage * Project Management

S.LM.S. Bo};: t¥°‘l:g' Tl:ue_Bll ue, Grenada y Composites . Paints & Varnishes . Marine batteries
e t.e.c. i st R ) Tel: (+1 473) 415 0431 or 439 1002 Teak . Glue & Caulking . Maintenance products

Email: gary@horizongrenada.com ‘ )
NEILPR YDE SaiIS ) www.horizonyachtsgrenada.com e
8 = Grenada Offices in Port Louis Marina & Clarkes Court Boat Yard ) 0 rt ;niq ve +(596) 596 682 128

Guadeloupe +(590) 590 992 769

Engineering ® Mechanical * Electrical &

Check out our website or contact us directly g
for a competitive quote on rugged and Electronics ® Shipwright Services ® Stainless Steel
well-built sails that are well suited to the

harsh environment of the charter trade ey _ : S
and blue water cruising. Refrigeration * Watermakers * Gel Coat Repairs

Jeff Fisher — Grenada (473) 537-6355 * Antifouling ® Sails * Rigging ¢ Covers ®
www.neilprydesails.com and more continued on next page R

WHOLESALE & RETAIL

* Hydraulics ¢ Fine Carpentry ® Plumbing ¢
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Samt Kitts & Nev1s

BUDGET MARINE ST.KITTS
IS OPEN FOR BUSINESS!

~cgeterre ) Lucas

CL ).
Royal SUKIUS
GolfiCourse
1 RY Mareiott Royal
5t gerkeley Memorial - ine SLKIttS Beach Resort
i O  mayRd Budget Maris |
Term Kittian Villag
o (2]
s Casino
aPau SUKills Casi
p,MEnlenammem Centre SUNCREST
Calypso Bay Resot @

BUDGET ‘Monday- ng;g 9: 0$2Ag/10 5:00 PM
Saturday: AM PM
MARINE e Cal: 1.869.466.0026 & 1.869.763.8933

L" edng Eheiery
SVG
NEW ON BEQUIA

Moving from Palm Island
Doc’s Marine Art Gallery
ART Paintings of the sea above and below
Belmont Waterfront by Frangipani
www.patrickchevailler.com
(784) 458 8829 - (784) 529 0422
Virginie’s Gourmet Catering
French homemade cooking to order
www.virginie.patrickchevailler.fr
(784) 458 8829 - (784) 493 0696
Private Medical Office
Dr. Patrick Chevailler M.D. G.P.
Belmont Waterfront by Frangipani
(784) 458 8829 - (784) 529 0422

boutique hotel

Farm and fisherman to table
at a beachfront coconut plantation.
Open daily for lunch and dinner.

Call 784.458.3400 for
directions or reservations.

Crescent Beach, Bequia
(Industry Bay)

FOOD

HEALTH

HOTEL « RESTAURANT - BAR*‘ — i ‘. —
Tel: (784) 458-3255 it g SRS
784 [ T

reservations @frangipanibequia.com
www.frangipanibequia.com
Warm & friendly atmosphere
Spectacular views * Quality accommodation
Fine dining * Excellent selection of wines

Don't miss our ﬂzmous barbecue and jump up tl;ursday m'gﬁfs.’

@ REMEMBER

o tell our advertisers you
saw their ad in Compass!

SVG

 FISHING SUPPLIES

DON'T BUY THEM, CATCH THEM!

We offer the best in fishing and diving supplies in the Caribbean!

Located in the Black Cat Building,
McLay Street, Kingstawn
Telephone: (7B4) 485 6255
Email: lulley@vincysurf.com

And also in Port Elizabeth, Bequia
Dpposite the vegetable market
Telephone: (784) 458 3420

_DUTY FREE SHOPPING |
“]U UNION ISLAND
\\.\ lf/& St. Vincent
-y .
:_:_\ § & the Grenadines
o
:—3 Tel/Fax:

(784) 458 8918

t\

’f Cor proY
£ull provisioning

+ celive
ouvr SPQCIA ““T

capgourmet
@vincysurf.com

-7~ MMAH® % MABRIMY MueQ

VHF Ch 08

Formal Marine Litter System

Mayreau . Tobago Cays Marine Park. Union Island
Mon - Fri from 9:00 am - 3:00pm

The Southern Grenadines Water Taxi Association
through grant from the Global Environment Facility-
Small Grants Program has put in place a formal
marine garbage collection and disposal system in the
marine park to protect the marine environment from
the amount of garbage entering the sea.

Use the sytem and be a part of promoting a clean & healthy environment for all!
On Call - 532-3822 for more info: https://www.facebook com,/squla

PIPER MARINE STORE
Bequia - Port Elizabeth
Lifeline and rig swage
Racor filters
Rule & Jabsco pumps & parts
West epoxy
Marine paints, varnish, and much more!

(784) 457 3856 - Cell: (7184) 495 2272 - VHF 63

Trinidad

Y v
VI C{LSNE
MARINE SUPPLIES LTD.

RS RFALTILE FIBREGLASS REINFORCED PLASTICS
----- Stainless Steel Boat Fittings

----- Epoxy Resins

===+ Polyester Resins

1st Ave South, Mariners Haven, Chaguaramas, Trinidad & Tobago

- Tel/Fax 868 634 2259 EENEYMVFITLLIG @G ATIR e

Trinidad

Cscape to Chaguaramas 2
The Hurricane Naven & Repalr Centre of the Caribbean
Come visit us at the YSATT Office It would be nice to meet you.
Cruiser's Information Centre - Complete with maps, brochures, guides & much more.
YSATT Membership listing available for contractor referrals,
Long and short term mooring rentals. Welcome packs for all new visiting cruisers.

Itinidad offers cruisers a unique experience like no other Caribbean Island.

Trinidad. .. far from the ordinary.

Shipwright Building, Crewsinn Hotel & Yachting Gentre,

P.O. Box 2852, TT Post, Chaguaramas, Trinidad W.|
Tol: (868) 634-4938 \ Fax: (868) 634-2160

E-mail: info@ysatt.org, admin@ysstt.org \ Website: www.ysatt.org

* 60 Ton Hoist
= Fuel Dock
» Yacht Storage

= Apartments

Power Boats

"the Place for Yachts"

= Stern-to Docking
* Dockside Food Mart
» Boaters shop

Power Boats Mutual Facilities Ltd. | Tel 868.634.4303 | Fax 868.634.4327
PO Box 3163, Carenage, Trinidad, WI | Email pbmfl@powerboats.co.tt
THE ELECTRONICS EXPERTS!

ELECTROPICS

AUTHORISED DEALER & SERVICE CENTER FOR

ruruno [ET7=]

he pactor creators

SIMRAD /MASTE RVOLT SKyMate
éC_R and too many more to be named here

Tropical Marine, Chaguaramas

868.634.2232 info@electropics.com

Venezuela

vewezuelan Marine swppLg
vemasea, C.A.

Marine Distributors
Venezuelanmarsupply@cantv.net
Vemasca@c-com.net.ve

Av. Raul Leoni, Playa Concorde, Sede Asovene
Porlamar - Isla Margarita
P 58 295 2642837
F 58 295 2647293

www.caribbeancompass.com
FREE on-line version!

continued on next page —



Compass Market Place PICK UP!

r P s .| r .|
Ahoy, Compass Readers! When in the BVI, pick
Carlbbean-Wlde Real EState up your free monthly copy of the Caribbean Compass
) - : at any of these locations (our advertisers in this

CARRIACOU REAL ESTATE | | | "™

FEEL THE FREEDOM Land and houses for sale TORTOLA
With Independent Self Steering AND an Emergency Rudder For full details see our website: PORT PURCELL/PASEA

« Your best crew member - ww\w.carriacou.net BVI Yacht Charters
doesn't eat, sleep, or talk back! . . .
« Completely independent - Contact: islander@spiceisle.com Tel: (473) 443 8187 Golden Hind Chandlery
Parts & Power

no lines into the cockpit!
* No problem to install off centre - The Moorings

with davits, arch,dropdf)wn! L N D F O R S A L E ROAD TOWN
A Conch Charters

T m Village Cay Marina Office
T LOTS 1/4 ACRE AND LARGER The Pub
STEERING THE DREAM ROAD REEF
CARRIACOU 5 Doyle Sailmakers BVI Ltd
= Tortola Marine Management (TMM)
Get More From Your KISS' NANNY CAY
.. with Seabourne Solutions LLC / Spectacular Views of Tyrrel Bay & BVI Yacht Sales

C & B Superette

Cay Electronics

Horizon Yacht Charters
Nanny Cay Resort
Nanny Cay Marina
Virgin Trader

47305380558 //404:92800 il | | v coros

Bitter End Yacht Club

2R \\wwicaribtrace: comes Virgin Gorda Yacht Harbor

the Southern Grenadines to Grenada

“KISS|EXTRACTOR
4 Stops the Wind Generator /.45
ORDER when Batteries are Full /i
NOwW!

4 Extracts More Energy at

Wind Speeds below 12 Knots
+ Stops the Kiss before
veabourne

Solutionsic Gzl

@ www.Seabournesolutions.com

We’re on the Web!
Caribbean Compass

www.caribbeancompass.com

THE MULTIHULL COMPANY

THE WORLD'’S LEADER IN MULTIHULL
SALES, SERVICE AND CHARTER

BROKERSPOTLIGHT FEATURED BROKERAGE LISTINGS

ALEXIS DE BOUCAUD CHRIS RUNDLETT
ST MARTIN GRENADA

+590 690 58 66 06 +1-473-440-1668
ALEXIS@MULTIHULLCOMPANY.COM CHRIS@MULTIHULLCOMPANY.COM

2008 CATANA 90 2009 SUNREEF 70 2008 FP ELEUTHERA 60 011 LAGOON 560
$3,950,000 $2,289,000 $665, 000 $999,000

2007 LAGOON 500 2011 LAGOON 500

C'ARL OLIVIER JARYD FORBES 2012 NAUTITECH 542 2003 CATANA 522
VIRGIN ISLANDS TRINIDAD & TOBAGO $995,000 $660,000 $580,000 $580,000
+1-284-441-3856 +1-868-680-8909 : F \ a8 | T

CARL@MULTIHULLCOMPANY.COM  JARYD@MULTIHULLCOMPANY.COM

2010 KNYSNA 480 2007 FP SALINA 48 2004 ST, FRANCIS 44 2008 LAGOON 420
CAL LAnDAL TEET JONIS $545,000 $398,000 $295,000 $380,000

VeI T e WWW.MULTIHULLCOMPANY.COM

CAL@MULTIHULLCOMPANY.COM JEFF@MULTIHULLCOMPANY.COM NEED ASSISTANCE? HAVE %ESTION57 CONTACT Us' 2 1 5 _ 5 O 8 _ 2 7 O 4




FEBRUARY

2 World Wetlands Day. www.ramsar.org/activity/world-wetlands-day

3-4 Grenada Sailing Festival Workboat Races.
www.facebook.com/WorkboatRegatta

3-4 Crucian Open Regatta, St. Croix. www.stcroixyc.com/Cruzan-Open

6-10 Round Martinique Regatta. www.theroundmartinique.com

7 Public holiday in Grenada (Independence Day)

9-12  Jolly Harbour Valentine’s Regatta, Antigua. www.jhycantigua.com

9 -13 Semaine Nautique Internationale de Schoelcher, Martinique. www.
cnschoelcher.net/regates

10 St. Kitts KiteBoarding Natfional Championship

10-11 Puerto del Rey Sailing Challenge, Puerto Rico.
www.facebook.com/Puerto-Del-Rey-Sailing-Challenge

11 Sailors” & Landlubbers” Auction, Bequia, www.bequiasunshineschool.org

11 Karnaval Parades, Bonaire & Curagcao.
www.infobonaire.com/www.curacao.com

12-13 Carnival Monday and Tuesday in most Dutch and French islands, Haiti,
Puerto Rico, Dominica, Carriacou, Trinidad & Tobago,
Venezuela and other places

13 Round Redonda Race. www.jhycantigua.com

16 Antigua 360 Race. www.antiguayachtclub.com

16 - 18 Pan Pepin International Dinghy Regatta, Puerto Rico.
www.nauticodesanjuan.com

18 =25 Yachtie Appreciation Week, Dominica. SEE AD ON PAGE 7

19 Start of RORC Caribbean 600 race, Antigua,
http://caribbeané00.rorc.org

19 Public holiday in Puerto Rico and USVI (Presidents’ Day)

22 Public holiday in St. Lucia (Independence Day)

23 Public holiday in Guyana (Republic Day)

24 Governor’s Cup race, BVI. www.royalbviyc.org

24 - 3 Mar St. Petersburg — Havana Regatta. epennin09@earthlink.net

25 Public holiday in Suriname (Liberation Day)

27 Public holiday in Dominican Republic (Independence Day)

MARCH

1 Gill Commodore’s Cup, St. Maarten, www.heinekenregatta.com

2 Public holiday in Guyana and Suriname (Holi observed)

2 FULL MOON

2-4 St. Maarten Heineken Regatta, www.heinekenregatta.com

5 Public holiday in BVI (HL Stoutt’s birthday observed)

8 International Women'’s Day; public holiday in St. Barts (Mi-Careme)

9 -11 St Croix Infernatfional Regatta. SCYC, www.stcroixyc.com/event

9-12 Caribbean Superyacht Regatta, Virgin Gorda.
www.boatinternational.com/luxury-yacht-events

12 Public holiday in Belize (National Heroes” Day) and in BVI
(Commonwealth Day)

14 Public holiday in St. Vincent & the Grenadines (National Heroes’ Day)

15 -18 St Barths Bucket Regatta. www.BucketRegatta.com

17 Public holiday in Montserrat (St. Patrick’s Day);
St. Patrick’s Day Festival, Grenada

18 Public holiday in Aruba (Flag Day)

20 Vernal Equinox

22 Public holiday in Puerto Rico (Emancipation Day)

22 STIR Round St. John Race, USVI.

https://stthomasinternationalregatta.com
23 -25 St. Thomas International Regatta, USVI.
https://stthomasinternationalregatta.com
24 - 25 Antigua Laser Open. AYC, www.antiguayachtclub.com
26 - 1 April BVI Spring Regatta & Sailing Festival. www.bvispringregatta.org
29 - 2 April Bequia Easter Regatta. BSC, www.bequiaregafta.com.
See ad on page 10

30 Public holiday in many places (Good Friday);
and in Trinidad & Tobago (Spiritual Baptist “Shouter” Liberation Day)
30 Vuelta al Cayo Youth Regatta, Samané, DR.
www.puertobahiasamana.com
31 FULL MOON
TBA Puerto Rico Heineken Jazz Fest. www.prheinekenjazz.com

TBA Annual Dark & Stormy Regatta, Anegada. WEYC,
www.facebook.com/groups/weycbvi

All information was correct to the best of our knowledge
at the fime this issue of Compass went to press — but plans change,
so please contact event organizers directly for confirmation.
If you would like a nautical or tourism event listed FREE
in our monthly calendar,please send the name and date(s) of the
event and the name and contact information of the organizing body
to sally@caribbeancompass.com

Well respected and very profitable business.
Established 2002.

Located 3 minutes from Port Elizabeth ferry landing.
Top hardwood supplier in the region. Largest supplier locally
of Pine, Ply, Steel, Hardware and Paint. Double digit growth

in past few years. Established business with solid balance
sheet. 20,000 sq ft premises. Staff of 6. Wide and varied
customer base. Opportunities to expand product range.

Enquiries to Neil at winbeg@yahoo.co.uk
or +1 784 431 8124

Be safe
Be up to date 3
Be informed

Keep the latest Doyle guides on board!
a minor investment for a wealth of information.
Updates on doyleguides.com

ol

The best anchorages are only
in Don Street’s Caribbean pilots

Other guides are best for shore-side
information & are provided to the charter
fleets so what harbours & anchorages
they do include are more crowded.
Street’s pilots include: south east & east
coast Grenada, the south & east coast of
Carriacou, & the east coasts of Can-
nouan & Martinique. These are not cov-

When cruising the Caribbean be sure ered by other guides but Street considers
to have Street’s guides on board as  them the best in the eastern Caribbean

your primary PILOT. Only Street has: NOw Venezuela is no longer safe.
The perfect pilotage companion
for all the other guides y

Order online Y k...

USA/Caribbean:
Street’s pilotage information is time- Zgga“rlgr:sDeoz;GT/lézsot?eet)\ N, O 4 /
less and is your key to a quiet night’s :

sleep in unspoilt anchorages!

® Inter-island and harbour pilotage
® Tidal information
® All eastern Caribbean anchorages

UK/Europe: www.imray.com
(search: Don Street)




BOATS FOR SALE

2016
OUTRAGE 370 3 x Mercury
Verado 300 hp, < 100 hrs, stil

BOSTON  WHALER

on warranty, foo many
options to list. Lying Port Louis,
St George's, Grenada.
Reduced fo US$360,000. Tel:
(473)  403-9622,  E-mail:
mrossy52@gmail.com

TAYANA 37 1981 SLOOP
Ready for blue water sailing.
Lying Trinidad & Tobago.
US$70,000

E-mail: svspectre@live.com

CLASSIFIEDS

LAGOON 47 CATAMARAN 1993
Combines great comfort &
high speed. In perfect condi-
fion as maintained by the
same owner for 22 years & by
ourselves. The boat can be
seen between St. Maarten
and Martinique. US$225,000.
E-maiil:

cataladyanned@gmail.com
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40’ JEANNEAU 1983 Perfec
cruising boat for single-
handed or families. Well
equipped, excellent con-
dition. US$50,000. Lying in
the Caribbean. E-mail:
nheyning@gmail.com See
www.wittewalrus.com.

GE 485 1992
New inferior in 2014, cushions
inside & out, clean new gen-
erator 2015, low hrs, good
charter or live aboard.
Roomy self sufficient has eve-
rything, water maker, 2 wind
%enerotors, solar panel. Lying
arriacou, Grenada. For
more info & pricing E-mail:
Jhennessey87@icloud.com

43 YOUNG SUN Taiwan.
Center Cockpit. Beautiful teak!
W/Mooring, Lying Tyrell Bay,
Caniacou. US $40,000. Info/
photos, Tel: (607) 216-5692
E-mail: pfaithbee@gmail.com

50’ CARTER OFFSHORE LUNA
RIG Fully equipped, 4 berths,
excellent condition. 2 new UK
Sails 2017 never used. Great
for charter. Lying Grenada.
Needs to sell ASAP, owner
motivated. Tel: (473) 536-
5733.  Full  information:
luna-52.blogspot.com
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55’ TRIMARAN HELLEMAN 1993
5 cabins, 110 hp diesel 12"
plotter, 6.5KW genset, dive
compressor, water maker,
new anchor chain, solar pan-
els. Lying Grenada. Tel: (473)
414-2335 US$79,000. E-mail:
roman12345@mail.com

38’ FREEDOM SLOOP 1990
“Silver Seas”, fully seaworthy
& cruising equipped. Current
owners have reached cruiser
refiremnent age. US$50,000.
E-mail: siverseas]@hotmail.com

50° BENETEAU 1994 Excellent
condition throughout. Lying
Bequia, St. Vincent & the
Grenadines, US$105,000 ONO.
Contact  Charlie.  E-mail:
kenyon_charie@hotmail.com

11" NAUTICA RIB 2008 40 hp
Yamaha, excellent condi-
fion, ready to go. Lying

Grenada. Needs to sell
ASAP, owner motivated. Tel:
(473) 536-5733.

PROPERTY FOR SALE

BEQUIA - PORT ELIZABETH
Ramblers Rest Guesthouse. Top
ranked guesthouse in Bequia on
Trip Advisor. Income generating
property: ground floor, 2 bed-
room self contained apartment.
First floor: 3 additional en-suite
bedrooms, w/ kitchen, dining &
large living area. 7 min. walk
from ferry dock, w/ view of port,
Admiralty Bay & Caribbean. Turn
key, selling fully furnished. House
2,600 sgff, land 4,000 sgff. For
further deftails, E-mail:
reclestate. bequic@gmail.com

C$MPASS

DON‘T
LEAVE PORT
WITHOUT IT

41' WESTERLY OCEANLORD
1988 Well equipped cruising
boat, in very good condi-
fion. US$99,000. Details & pic-
tures, E-mail: BadgerForSale@
gmail.com

BEQUIA - MT. PLEASANT
Residential Building Lot. Lower
Mt. Pleasant road, Belmont area.
Admiralty Bay view, walk fo res-
faurants. 10,478 sg/ft. US$185,000.
Island Pace Real Estate.
E-mail: info@islandpace.com

ST. KITTS & NEVIS - NEVIS
"Ciboney's Retreat'. Wonder
where to go after cruising? We
did & found it. (See Caribbean
Compass September 2017
Page 41, "Swallowing the
Anchor in Nevis") Built 2007, 3
beds, 3 1/2 bath, 3 verandas
w/pool. Elevation 600". Views
of St. Kitts, Stafia & Saba.
For more info E-mail:
ciboney121@hotmail.com

BEQUIA -

RENTALS

BEQUIA - LA POMPE

excellent long-term rates.
Tel: (784) 495-1177

BEQUIA-

fmzoffoli@gmail.com.

MT. PLEASANT
9,700 Sq ft, wide views of
Admiralty Bay. Optional archi-
tect designed approved plans
available for a 2 bdrm house.
US$72,000. Tel: (784) 458-3656

Large 2 bedroom house and/
or 1 bed studio apartment.Big
verandah and patio, stunning
view, cool breeze. Internet,
cable TV. 2 weeks minimum,

LOWER BAY Private
cabin, simple, peaceful retreat,
beautiful views, easy walk to
Lower Bay-Princess Margaret
beaches. Info & photos E-mail: Tel:

serious

MISC. FOR SALE

SHARES - Ownership or partner-
ship, 85" Trimaran. All my life |
have been on the way to
Australia, now have the right
kind of boat. If you are ready for
sailing,

roman12345@mail.com

JOB OPPORTUNITY

GRENADA - YARD MANAGER
Clarkes Court Boatyard &
Marina Job Vacancy.
Qualifications: Fluent in English &
another language (French,
German or Dutch).
Proficient in, Autocad, Excel &

E-mail:

available.

[

BERGY XL.1 Tkw wind furbine,
house/farm, 24V, 1000 watts,
hybrid controller (solar-wind).

Very little use. US$2,000, tower

(784) 533-1822 E-mail:
caribpub@gmail.com

Microsoft Office. Diploma in
Boatyard Management would
be an advantage. Experience:
proven experience in supervis-
ing on a day to day basis & the
running of a boatyard & marina
facility. Extensive experience in
the boating industry with
respect to boat building &
maintenance. Experience in
Plant Maintenance.

People skills: must being able to
inferact with customers, THICK
SKIN. Please submit your applica-
fions fo: c.homes@k-group.vc
as a pdf.

’\‘

In Bequia.

CLASSIFIEDS

US 50¢ PER WORD

Include name, address and numbers in count.
Line drawings/photos
accompanying classifieds are US$10.
Pre-paid by the 10th of the month
e-mail: shellese@caribbeancompass.com
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Full Service
BOATYARD

242 ..

Max lifting beam 37ft.
Draft 13ft.
“THE HULK” Boat Lift

ON SITE SUB CONTRACTORS
LUXURY APARTMENTS ON SITE
24 HOUR SECURITY | FREE DIVERS

CRENADS
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BOATYARD & MARINA
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WHATS

NEW?

WHAT’S ON

SALE

@ N STORE?

3M ABRASIVES

For the most effective abrasives on the marine market, 3M offers
the premier line of products for a variety of applications.

Priced from $0.40

CUBITRSN | 3

OFF

GARMIN
MULTIFUNCTION 742SX

7-inch Touchscreen high-resolution Chartplotter/
Sonar Combo with intuitive touchscreen controls.
NMEA 2000 and NMEA 0183 support for network
connectivity, including autopilots, digital switching,
weather, FUSION-Link, VHF, AIS and more.

Priced from $1,260.00

SEASTAR SOLUTIONS

For almost 60 years, SeaStar Solutions® has put
boaters in command and control of their vessels.
Wide range of Cable Steering, Hydraulic Steering,
Controls, Control Gables and Parts.

Priced from $8.80

< —
AlWLGRIP

BRIGHTSUN 250W
SOLAR PANEL

Long life and enhanced cell
performance. High transmittance,
low iron, anti-reflective glass for
improved efficiency. Service life is
as long as 25 years.

Priced from $370.50

POLYESTER URETHANE
TOPCOAT BASE

AWLGRIP PRODUCTS

From Dinghy to Megayacht and all in-between, Awlgrip’s topside
finishing systems, including topcoats, undercoats, primers, and
fillers, give you that unique and unmistakable Awlgrip look. SNOW WHITE

FOR PROFY 1SIONAL USE ONY

Starting as low as $20.60 .

20%

ALERT & FIND OLAS OFF

(Overboard Location Alert System)

A portable crew tracking and overboard alert system using
Alert and Find technology and an app on your mobile
device. Connect multiple tags to 1 phone or tablet and
Connect 1 tag to multiple phones / tablets. Other app
navigation features include SOG, COG, bearing to waypoint,
course to steer and a compass. (Phone not included)

| Island
Priced from $75.00 water wn rld

Earn Miles for discount!
Get your FREE Advantage
Card now - Valid in all
Island Water World stores!

keeps you sailing! =
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St. Maarten, Gole Bay + 721 544 5310, VHF 74  Bobhy’s Marina + 721 543 7119 * St Martin, Marina Royale + 590 590 51 32 06 @ ¢

St. Lucia + 758 452 1222 « Grenada, St Georges + 473 435 2150, St David’s Harbour + 473 443 1028  Curacao + 599 9 461 2144

islandwaterworld.com e Store prices good while stocks last and for the month of February only. 50 s
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