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A festive sendoff on
the docks at Las
Palmas, Gran Canaria,
marked the departure
of hundreds of sailors
and boats bound for
St. Lucia in the 40th
running of the Atlantic
Rally for Cruisers. For
a retrospective of the
ARC, one of the
premier sailing events
in the Caribbean, turn
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READERS FORUM

Rudder Loss Resonates
Dear Compass,

Heather and I enjoy browsing the Caribbean Compass monthly updates.
Both of us wrote articles for Compass back in the 1997/1999 era. We even met
former editor in chief Sally Erdle a couple of times. The article in your
October 2025 issue on rudder loss especially resonates with us.
(caribbeancompass.com/loss-of-steering-disaster-or-inconvenience)

At the time of the incident, which occurred in January 2006, we were part of
a widely scattered flotilla making its way across the Atlantic to Barbados. The
Atlantic crossing was the final leg of our circumnavigation on ARGONAUTA I,
a Beneteau 440.

Here are two excerpts from the piece I wrote in 2021 about our Atlantic
crossing, published by Sailworld (sailworldcruising.com/news/234594/
Memories-of-a-Circumnavigation-Atlantic-Crossing).

Thanks for keeping Caribbean Compass coming. Yachties either active or
retired really enjoy reading it and [ know those many readers out there find it
a great source of information.

Kindest regards,
Hugh Bacon

Excerpt #1

Following a similar rhumb line was a gaggle of about ten other yachts
separated by distances of up to 1000 NM. Most had departed from the
Canaries. An HF radio net had been established with a scheduled daily
communication. About 1000 NM east of Barbados, a major drama began to
unfold. On January 10, a US registered J/44, S/V First Light, lost its rudder and
was wallowing out of control. The crew had reported a leak around the rudder
bearing area prior to rudder departure. They were attempting to jury rig
steering and had been working at it all day without success. We were the
closest yacht to their position, which was about 130 NM ahead of us.

I had suggested that a train of yachts sail by the stricken vessel over the
next week or so. The idea being that at
some point, if steering proved impossible,
a crew pick up would be available should
the gut-wrenching decision be made to
abandon the yacht. We fervently hoped
the crew would succeed in regaining
steering. Needless to say, all the various
authorities had been advised of the
situation. As the closest yacht, we
proceeded to the position, 15 34.44N/043
04.106W, some 980 NM from Barbados.
We made visual contact at 1000 GMT,
January 11.

fetched up on Morgan Lewis Beach

the town of St. Andrews.

It was early morning. The swells were
huge but the vessel seemed secure. A tow by us looked impossible in such
seas. There were three onboard. The skipper evinced strong determination to
devise a jury steering rig. No supplies were needed. We circled them as moral
support and to assure them they were not alone. Shortly thereafter, the Net
offered precise guidance for a bridle/spinnaker pole solution. The next vessel

On February 16, 2006, First Light

on the east side of Barbados near
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would rendezvous in about 24 hours. It was heartbreaking to sail away
watching First Light slowly dip below the horizon.

We maintained VHF contact and learned that the drogue they had thought
might work as a warp proved too large, but a bicycle turned out to be about
right. By the end of the day, they had got under way making 2 knots but only
in a northwesterly direction. A Mayday declaration would of course save life
and limb, but it would mean abandoning the yacht. To the surprise of all, a
sailing trawler with only an HF receiver appeared on the scene and offered a
tow. The skipper accepted. Towing was
indeed unsuccessful due to chafe and tow
induced yawing of up to 90 degrees. The
tow line reportedly had parted twice and
by then, the crew of First Light was
exhausted and disheartened. At 1800Z,
January 13, the decision was taken to
abandon ship. The crew intended to
transfer by dinghy to Ros Ailither, the
towing vessel. In the prevailing sea
conditions this seemed life threatening!
There could be no further communication
as there was no HF transmitter on the
rescue vessel. Silence.

A witness at the beach described
First Light as broken in two with
gear scattered about the beach, a
total loss.

Excerpt #2

To the huge relief of all, on January 21 Ros Ailither appeared in Carlyle Bay,
Barbados, with First Light crew safely onboard. They immediately departed by
air for the US. On February 16, 2006, First Light fetched up on Morgan Lewis
Beach on the east side of Barbados near the town of St. Andrews. Evidently
she had drifted with the current and wind some 800 NM over a period of 33
days. Clearly, she was intact throughout and progressed to Barbados. A
witness at the beach with whom I spoke described First Light as broken in two
with gear scattered about the beach, a total loss.

Ties of Friendship
Dear Compass,

I am pleased to greet you very kindly on behalf of the Hemingway
International Yacht Club of Cuba and on my own behalf, and to reiterate our
sincere thanks for keeping us updated, through Caribbean Compass, on
nautical life in the Caribbean.

For our part, we are deeply honored that Caribbean Compass is the media
outlet with which we have maintained ties of friendship and collaboration
practically since the foundation of our yacht club, a sanctuary of love for the
sea and friendship and a bastion in the defense and preservation of the
maritime and nautical history of the Cuban nation. Our ongoing gratitude to
Sally Erdle, who helped make these ties of friendship and collaboration a
reality.

I take this opportunity to reiterate my warmest regards and wish you and
the entire Caribbean Compass team excellent health, peace, prosperity, and
well-being.

Comodoro Escrich
Club Nautico Internacional Hemingway de Cuba

—Continued on page 5
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Freedom’s Child Brings Back Memories
Dear Compass,

Just been reading Chris Doyle’s article about Freedom'’s Child (October 2025,
caribbeancompass.com/caribbean-reminiscences-freedoms-child) which
was extremely interesting and brought back many happy memories,
including sailing across Grand Anse on her at great speed and catching a
barracuda that
took great
exception to being
chucked in to the
bottom of the boat;
having a dentist
appointment, only
to be told on
arrival by a sorry-

looking dentist,
Pete Stransky, that
I had better come
back another day
as due to being my
drinking partner
the night before,
he didn't have very
steady hands!!

Young Chris Doyle on the beach at Grenada

With regard to our friend Ron Smith, whom you mention in your article, I
was driving into town one sunny morning and on reaching the roundabout
just behind the yacht club found Ron in his car sound asleep on the steering
wheel with a policeman directing traffic round him as he didn't want to
disturb him!!

Lovely times.

I am really glad to see that Chris is getting lots of articles published and I
find them all fascinating.

Give my regards to all who knew me in those halcyon days,

Best regards,
Tony Powell

We Love Chris, Too
Dear Tony,

There’s more to the Freedom'’s Child story — Part Two appears in this issue
of Compass. Every Caribbean sailor knows and relies on his Doyle Guides,
considered essential reading for anyone sailing in the Caribbean since the
1980s and now available as an app (doyleguides.com/app). Chris and Lexi
Fisher, who is now Doyle Guides CEO, supply our always-popular monthly
“Island Spotlight” feature. And we always look forward to when Chris mines
his inexhaustible trove of memories of halcyon days of Caribbean sailing life.

Best regards,
Caribbean Compass editors

Another Regatta Highpoint
Dear Compass,

The recent annual Caribbean Dinghy Championships in Antigua in October
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2025 were another high point in the development of Caribbean sailing. And
by Caribbean sailing, I mean sailing by Caribbean people (as distinct from the
sailing by extra regional parties in regional sailing events).

The Antigua event showed a high level of competition. The event enjoyed
medium breezes and flat water in Falmouth Harbour. The onshore social
experience was superb and will likely lead to inter-island friendships as has
occurred in the past.

The event has two components. One is individual scoring, and the other is
the Nations Cup, which is awarded to the country with the highest combined
team score across four dinghy classes. Antigua dominated as has become the
custom, but I dare to say with increased competition.

Experience has proven that the presence of coaches makes a big difference
to the quality of sail racing performance. They are essential to any territory
wanting to achieve anything in sailing. There are now more coaches than
ever before in the Caribbean and their quality is higher than before (no
reason to stop, though). There is a close relationship between success in the
CSA and coaching effort, as can be seen in the results of the 2025 event.

The race classes inevitably include Laser/ILCA and Optimist, the most
prevalent equipment in the Caribbean. The two-man boats are likely to vary
as the equipment choices available tend to vary. For the first time ever,
sailing boats adapted for the disabled were on the line, and if disabled sailing
gets more developed, that would be a great addition to this event.

Many years ago as CSA president I struggled to keep the event going. The
challenges were to find a host nation and to get different territories to use
their limited budgets to travel. This last event in Antigua proved that the
event has solidified its following, probably also in good part due to the online
communications managed by the CSA, which has made equipment easier to
access.

Many territories in the Caribbean would have liked to host the event in the
past, but few had the equipment and/or the infrastructure and organization.
The last few years Antigua has hosted, and that island is blessed with some of
the best equipment, although Barbados and Trinidad cannot be ruled out. All
US territories are limited due to the difficulty of Caricom citizens obtaining
visas.

Caribbean dinghy sailing is organized by a regional association called the
Caribbean Sailing Association. Globally, sailing is organized and regulated by
World Sailing. The smaller Caribbean territories do not fit well into the
structure of World Sailing, and the CSA is a suitable and responsible solution
to this gap. It does mean, however, that events like the Caribbean Dinghy
Championship are not a stepping stone into the wider world of global sailing
competition. The stepping stones currently demanded by World Sailing for
Caribbean sailors, however, are excessive, and a pragmatic and decisive
leadership in World Sailing would see that they should quickly create a
structure whereby the Caribbean Dinghy Championship, even though it is out
of their orbit, would have some connection with the qualification process
toward Olympic competition.

Next year the event is scheduled for Trinidad. A Trinidad-hosted event can
boost the event to yet a higher level.

Robbie Ferron

Antigua

TONGH.

The Friendly Islands at the Heart of the South Pacific

Welcome to Tonga where you will find sheltered turquoise bays, world-class sailing and easy day hops
between islands. Cruise over 60 anchorages, swim with humpback whales, dive limestone caves, and

experience the friendly polynesian culture that welcomes you in.
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Nestled among the
protected bays,

The Boatyard

offers safe
cyclone-season
storage and a o
full-serviceyard —
SO you can stay as
long as you like.

Email info@boatyardvavau.com for more information

Visit www.tongatourism.travel to plan your stay
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The Informative Brokers

Re3|dent agents across the

"€ Caribbean offering local insight,
» 1 ensuring a smooth, informed
« buying and selling experience.

2024 Hylas H57 200 Lagoon 380 2004 Leopard 39 2018 Lagoon 630NY 2018 Jeanneau JY51

$2,800,000 $268,000 $299,000 $1,699,000 $539,000
Fort Lauderdale, FL Luperon, DR St. Croix, USVI Tortola, BVI

1989 Taswell 49 2016 Leopard58 2071 Beneteau Oceanis 43 2016 Jeanneau 519 2021 Fountaine Pajot Tanna &7
$228,000 $899,000 $99,500 $290,000 $950,000
Trinidad & Tobago Tortola, BVI Virgin Gorda, BVI Antigua & Barbuda Saint-Thomas, USVI

- 2[]22 Aquila 44 2023 Hanse 510 2020 Beneteau Uceanls 46 '1 2002 Bavaria Cruiser 50 2014 Beneteau Oceanis 48
$649,000 $899,000 $485,000 $15,000 $239,000
Virgin Gorda, BVI Tortola, BVI Tortola, BVI Dominican Republic Saint-Martin

CALL US: 941.900.4510 VISIT US: BVIYACHTSALES.COM i
FOLLOW US: @BVIYACHTSALES SCAN FOR A LINK TO OVER 100 LISTINGS! =
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“IGNERI” Honey Box Celebrates Caribbean Apiculture

The Association of Caribbean Beekeeping Organizations (ACBO), in
partnership with the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS)
Commission, has officially launched
the IGNERI Honey Box Set, a premium
curated collection celebrating the
natural biodiversity, flavour, and
craftsmanship of Caribbean honey.

The IGNERI Honey Box Set contains
six (80-millilter) jars, each sourced
from a different OECS Member State:
St. Kitts and Nevis, Antigua and
Barbuda, Dominica, Saint Lucia, St.
Vincent and the Grenadines, and
Grenada. Together, they capture the
unique floral signatures and
microclimates of the region, offering consumers a true taste of
Caribbean biodiversity.

Forthe indigenous First People of the
Caribbean, honey symbolized life,
sweetness, and harmony with nature.

The name IGNERI represents the native language of the Indigenous First
People of the Caribbean, for whom honey symbolised life, sweetness,
and harmony with nature.

The Igneri Honey Box Set is priced at XCD 150, plus shipping and
handling. For ordering information, go to acboonline.com/2025/10/26.

Nanny Cay Marina Breaks Ground for Expansion
Nanny Cay Maring, the British Virgin Islands’ premier marina and
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boatyard, officially broke ground in
October 2025, launching a major
expansion project. The
development included installation
of a custom-designed marine
travelift for 60-to 80-foot
catamarans, one of the largest in
the region, and construction of 112
new slips for catamarans, private
sail and power boats, and mega
yachts up to 165 feet. Yard space
was also set to increase
significantly.
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Nanny Cay Marina at sunrise, preparing
for BVI Spring Regatta

The expansion responded to rising demand, and will unfold over three
years, with an investment of $30—-40 million. It expects 91 new jobs and a
marine training hub in partnership with H. Lavity Stoutt Community
College. Plans also include upgraded boatyard facilities, a new beach,
restaurants, a luxury pool, a beach bar, and a retail village. Spaces for
youth sailing programs have been incorporated.

Nanny Cay will host the annual BVI Spring Regatta and Sailing Festival,
with the 53rd edition scheduled for March 23-29, 2026.

USVI Charter Show Showcases
Luxury Yachts

The USVI Charter Yacht Show in
early November 2025 was hosted
by the Virgin Islands Professional
Charter Association (VIPCA). g
Brokers from the Caribbean, the Award-winning yachts
U.S, and Europe toured the fleet, Charter Show
showcased what's new in luxury
chartering, including multihulls and monohulls, power and sail, and
vessels up to 141 feet.

The 10th USVI Charter Yacht Show is November 14-17, 2026. Find
registration information at www.usviyachtshow.org.
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at the USVI

—Continued on page 27

Marine Insurance
Tailored to your needs:

Any Boat

Whether it is Ferro Cement, Classic Wooden
or a Super Yacht, we will endeavour to find
the right premium for you.

. Any Waters _
o Rivers, Canals, Coasts or Oceans, if your

boat floats on it we will cover it.

- Any Use

':a Whether it is pleasure use only or if boating
Pi—— is your business we can cover it.

£

®

Fi

Storm Cover

We offer full windstorm cover
(including Named/Numbered
Windstorms) as an option for
our clients.

INSURANCE

WWW.Nnorvosinsurance.com
info@norvosinsurance.com

@ © @norvos
X @norvosinsurance
Local: (954) 833-0888

Toll-Free: (855) 833-BOAT (2628)



CHANNEL 16 FOCUS

North Swells: Sure Sign of Winter in the Caribbean
By Amanda Delaney
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Visible satellite image of a large storm over the northwest Atlantic on March 4,
2018. The large band of clouds extending over the northeast Caribbean Sea is a
strong cold front. Behind this front, large north-to-northwest swell reached the
Caribbean later that day.

Most sailors and cruisers are making their progress to the Caribbean
Sea or have settled into their destination by winter. It's time to enjoy the
trade breezes and warm air temperatures. Then, occasionally, Mother
Nature decides to remind everyone that it is indeed winter when large
northerly swells barrel down from the northwest Atlantic Ocean to the
northeastern Caribbean Sea.

Be aware of signs in the weather over the western Atlantic Ocean that
indicate when these large northerly swells will develop and head toward
the Caribbean Sea. These factors may give you a heads up to reposition
your vessel to a more sheltered location from the north and northwest.

Localized seas versus swells
Just to clarify the type of waves that we are discussing here, wind-

driven seas are more
localized and wind based.
This means that they
usually come from the
same direction as the
wind and are generally
shorter in duration.
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A swell is a wave formed
when winds from a distant
gale or strong high
pressure system blow
steadily across a wide
stretch of ocean,
sometimes 1,000 to 2,000
nautical miles away. The
swell is generally larger, but
waves coming from so
great a distance usually arrive as longer period rollers of approximately
eight seconds or more.
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Satellite image of a strong cold front moving
through the northeast Caribbean Sea
associated with a storm over the northwest
Atlantic Ocean on March 4, 2018.

Why does this usually occur in the winter?

The northerly swells can develop at any time of the year. They usually
occur when a strong low or tropical cyclone develops to the north of the
northeastern Caribbean. During the winter months (December through
March), the Atlantic gole/storm track is the most active, strongest, and
farthest south. Therefore, these systems are more likely to produce these
larger swells due to their proximity and strength in winter towards the
northeastern Caribbean.

—Continued on page 9

Dock your dreams in Roatan! This turnkey waterfront
home in Roatan blends modern comfort with island
charm—listed at just $396K.

A one-of-a-kind Caribbean property is now available for purchase, offering
buyers the chance to own a piece of paradise in the Bay Islands. This turnkey
waterfront home is located in the safe, calm waters of Jonesville Bight
on Roatan’s East End—an area renowned for its natural beauty and strong
American and Canadian expat community.

Features:

+ Spacious 2-bedroom, 2-bathroom  Innovative boat lift that doubles
upper-level home with panoramic as a performance stage, making
water views it a natural fit for entertaining or

+ Bachelor suite on the middle level, launching a tour business.

perfect for guests or rental income  + Dive the MesoAmerican Reef just

+ Massive 30ft x 40ft covered dock outside your door
with 7.5 ft water depth—ideal + Fenced courtyard with splash pool,
for yachts, solar installation, or designed for private relaxation
hosting events

The property is perfectly situated for those who value both seclusion and
community. With off-grid potential and direct dockside access, it serves equally
well as a private retreat, income-generating rental, or charter-tour base.

Contact: bluerockvacations@gmail.com / WhatsApp: === +504 3326-9580
View Photos: https://photos.app.goo.gl/6o0WMr97L1F3mRAMY6

LOW-SEASON STORAGE DISCOUNT
Book to lock in the 5% discount
Through-March 312026

WhatsApp: +1 473 405 1623 info@grenadamarine.com




—Continued from page 8

Why does this happen periodically over the northeastern
Caribbean?

Not every gale or storm tracking over the western Atlantic generates
large north-to-northwest swells that will reach the northeastern
Caribbean. Most of the time, the gales or storms move too quickly
across the northwestern Atlantic, or these systems do not strengthen
until over the central North Atlantic. Therefore, the larger swell remains to
the north and east of the eastern Caribbean.

However, several developing factors may allow the larger swell to build
from the storm and reach the Northeastern Caribbean. These include:

» Gales or storms that generally develop south of the Canadian
Maritimes or along cold fronts farther south between Bermuda and
the northeastern Caribbean Sea, and just east of this region.

« Strong high-pressure systems that block the gale or storm’s progress
and keep it over the western Atlantic Ocean for 2—-3 days longer than
normal.

 Rapid strengthening of low pressure, intensifying from a gale into a
storm within 1-2 days.

When these rapidly developing storms sit over the northwestern Atlantic,
this allows time for the large swell to propagate from the storm down
toward the Northeastern Caribbean.

Sometimes, when a gale/storm develops over the central North Atlantic,
a strong high will build over the western Atlantic Ocean. If the gale/storm
remains in place, the interaction between these two weather features
can generate gale-force northerly winds that generate large northerly
swell that will spread toward the northeastern Caribbean Sea.

How long do the large swells last over the northeast Caribbean?

This depends on how long the gale/storm remains over the
northwestern Atlantic but, at times, the swell will last two to three days,
and in more significant events (or if there are multiple gales/storms to
the north) these events can last as long as a week.

How can we avoid the northerly swell?
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As always, it is good to remain vigilant on the latest weather patterns,
not only for the Caribbean Sea but also for the western Atlantic Ocean. If
you use a weather app or another online weather source, be sure to
view not just the Caribbean Sea but the western Atlantic Ocean to see
the gales/storms forming offshore the US East Coast and potentially the
large swell building down towards the northern Caribbean Sea. A
weather provider can also give you detailed information on when
exactly the large swell will reach the area you will be traveling in, so you
know exactly when you'll need to arrive into a port/sheltered location
ahead of time.

Research your protected anchorages ahead of time in the area you will
be traveling in. When you start to notice the swell building on your
weather charts/app, then it is time to head to your protected anchorage
to stay ahead of the rough swells.

Caribbean Compass contributor Amanda Delaney is a senior
meteorologist with Weather Routing, Inc.

12 13 1 1
Wave Heights (ft)

The large swell that reached the northern Caribbean from a large storm over the
northwest Atlantic Ocean on March 4, 2018.

COLOMBIA'S PREMIERE CRUISING DESTINATION
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“CLUB®PESCA  VELA

MARINA * CARTAGENA

A short walk to the UNESCO World Heritage Site
CARTAGENA DE INDIAS

» On-site customs and immigration

« Electricity: 110/220/440V up to 250A

» Freshwater

« Complimentary WiFi (fiber-optic)

« Air-conditioned bathrooms

« Sychrolift for vessels up to 30 tons/50ft
- On-site Bar & Restaurant: El Kiosco

» Laundry service

« Fuel dock

« 24/7 CCTV and security staff
Family-friendly environment

www.clubdepescamarina.com
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ECO FOCUS

U.S. Virgin Islands Native
Returns to St. Croix to Support
Environmental Changemakers

By Luis Alexis Rodriguez-Cruz

Chickens were roaming the sunny waterfront of Frederiksted, located in the
west of St. Croix, the southernmost island of the U.S. Virgin Islands, as I walked
under the scorching but beautiful sun to meet Olivia Walton, an environmental
educator native to the historic town.

That same waterfront saw her enjoy snorkeling as a child with her mom.
Now, for her work at St. Croix Environmental Association (known locally as
SEA), a nongovernmental organization focused on environmental
conservation, stewardship, and education, she takes students to the spots that
cemented the love she feels for her island.

“I'm really proud of the work that I've been able to do so far, and I feel even
more connected to my home than I've ever really felt,” said the 33-year-old
environmental educator when asked how things were since she moved back to
her native St. Croix.

Like many residents of our Caribbean islands, Walton left to seek
opportunities, graduating with a degree in natural resources from Cornell
University and a master’s degree in environmental science from the University
of New Haven. Though much of her adult years were spent in the continental
US, her desire to return home never vanished.

“It was definitely a tougher transition than I thought [to return home]. I feel
... the culture shock of being home and having to slow back down, not having as
many resources as you may be used to,” she said. “But then I really settled back
in and kind of figured out how to navigate the work that I do and want to do as
an adult in this space ... Being here as an adult has been a learning process, but
a beautiful process.”
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Environmental educator Olivia Walton moved back to St. Croix several years ago.

Another adjustment she’s had to make: The places she loved as a child are no
longer the same. She sees the damage that climate change has caused in the
Caribbean, including coral bleaching, droughts, and stronger hurricanes.

“It is hard, it does bring about difficult emotions,” she said. “I'd like to take a
positive framing when I work with my students, and so I do communicate that
it has changed drastically, but I also communicate that they can do something
about it”

SEA works to protect and conserve St. Croix’s environment through projects
and programs that support islanders’ social well-being. The organization
facilitates free snorkeling clinics and other activities that support community-
building and resource-sharing, such as environmental advocacy around
pollutionreduction and mitigation, capacity-building training, and educational
programs. The programs include free summer camps for kids and youth,
including one that Walton leads.

She said that it is important for the students to build relationships, not only

—Continued on page 11
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Walton with some of her students

among themselves but with their surroundings to build a sense of connection,
which nurtures environmental conservation and stewardship efforts.

“I firmly believe that to protect the future of our environment we must teach
our children to love the Earth,” she said.

Hot and acidic ocean surface waters have harmed coral reefs in the US Virgin
Islands and the whole of the Caribbean. Today, St. Croix is hotter than when
Walton was a child, and projections show that the average temperature will
continue to increase.

Hurricane Beryl caused damage on Caribbean islands to the west and south
before our interview, worrying many residents who are still recovering from
the impacts of Hurricanes Irma and Maria in 2017. Those storms ravaged the
island and others in the region, exacerbating existing challenges, such as not
having a reliable energy supply and grid.

These shocks compound and contribute to people’s vulnerabilities in an
import-dependent US territory facing structural and political inequities. And
that doesn't go unnoticed in the summer program.

“I talk with my students about eco-anxiety and climate grief, about how to
manage them,” Walton said. “We also go through an activity where they stand
along a spectrum whether they agree or disagree on various actions, and we
also talk about whether they feel responsible for climate change and about
potential solutions at different levels.”

Walton said the responses among the students have been mixed: “A lot of
them felt like they are not responsible for what has happened, but some of
them felt they have the responsibility moving forward for what happens in the
future. And some of them didn't feel like they should have to be responsible for
this now, and I can completely understand that it is very frustrating.”

It'sanimportant discussion given the Caribbean’s long history of colonialism,
systemic inequality, and racism that has put the region at a disadvantage in
facing the effects of climate change.

Studies have shown that young people around the world are feeling worried
and anxious about climate change.

“T can completely understand their frustration,” Walton said. “Even those
who feel very passionate about it struggle with the fact that it feels like a lot of
pressure on them.”

Walton wants them to be just as mindful of the mental health and emotional
impacts of climate change as its physical impacts: “I do see a shift throughout
the programming to a space where they are more informed, but also feel more
agency.

“Basically, they take an environmental issue that they've found interesting,
or they're passionate about, and they do something about it,” she added. “I like
to encourage them to think outside of the box.”

Students participate in educational campaigns, community outreach
activities, and science communication projects. One year, the kids ran a
campaign transforming a popular jingle to share environmental conservation
messages.

“[The students] took one of the popular ones about a tire shop, and they
revamped it to the same tune, but they talked about leaving tires on the
roadside, about pollution, the environmental harm it does in terms of, you
know, it can be marine debris but also breeding grounds for mosquitoes and
the impacts of actually leaving tires by the roadside instead of disposing of
them properly,” she recalled, her face lighting up.
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She also takes students to see and participate in climate mitigation and
adaptation work being done in St. Croix, such as coral restoration projects,
environmental stewardship campaigns, local food production, and others,
providing them with glimpses of possibilities and transformation that they
can lead or be part of.

Her work is paying off: Walton was recognized by the North American
Association for Environmental Education in a 30 under 30 class that highlights
educators contributing to a sustainable future.

Beyond positively impacting broader communities, students have touched
their own families.

“I've had parents of students show up at events and get more involved in the
environmental field because their children are showing interest in it,” Walton
said. “The most common thing is just that they're so happy that their kids
really did something that they were really proud about.”

At an open house for Walton's program, students brought family and friends
to kayak on a protected reserve. One student brought their entire family, she
said. Another component of the program is to get students to fortify and
expand their ties with their communities, to better understand their
surroundings and to assess climate risks and vulnerabilities with their
families.

Walton underscored that mutual aid and community ties are important in
building resilience in the Caribbean by sharing resources to navigate the
impacts of climate change and to better anticipate and prepare for those
impacts.

And that is something that is also built into the program: It broadens
community bonds and friendships.

Luis Alexis Rodriguez-Cruz is a social scientist and writer, based in Juana Diaz,
Puerto Rico. His writing covers food, the environment, science, and policy. On
every Sunday, Luis Alexis cooks and publishes La Fiambrera, a newsletter where
he writes about social, cultural, and scientific topics related to Puerto Rico’s food
systems.

This story was first published by Yale Climate Connections, a program of the
Yale School of the Environment (yaleclimateconnections.org). This work is
licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No Derivative
Works 2.5 license (CC BY-NC-ND 2.5).
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VIRGIN GORDA
YACHT HARBOUR

YOUR COMPLETE MARINE CENTRE IN THE HEART OF

Virgin Gorda Yacht Harbour is the ideal destination for hurricane season storage
in the Northeast Caribbean. Our two large boatyards provide many excellent
storage options for vessels up to 9 draft, or 350 metric tonnes.

In addition to our trusted Hurricane Keel Pit service for keelboats, our South
Boatyard now offers brand new steel cradles for which will provide extra peace of
mind for yacht owners during hurricane season. For any of those bigger tasks that

you cannot do your- self, there are several qualified, licensed, and insured
_‘_'?s_ul:rcontractors available locally who specialize in all manner of shipwrighting,
including electronics, rigging, carpentry, and more.

Our North Boatyard boasts the largest hauling capacity in the region, capable of
hauling vessels up to 39 beam. Every haul out slip also comes with the option to
strap down to helical sand screws, which are an

excellent way to ensure the safety of your vessel.

Our facility is situated on 30 waterfront acres, and also offers a
90-slip marina and two retail centres including a Chandlery.
Contact us today to see what we can do to protect your vessel!

www.vgyh.vg .~
Email: boatyard@vgyh.vg | Tel: +1-284-499-5501

= o Virgin Gorda Yacht Harbour
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160 Ton Marine Travelift - Maximum Beam 31 ft
No Forestay Removal on Most Yachts Below, 60 ft

AVAILABLE BOAT YARD SERVICES & ON SITE/AMENITIES

& MORE!

FREE FREE FREE

Treat your beautiful boat/to the best. You know she deserves|it!
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40 YEARS OF THE ARC

Ocean Sailing
Rallies through
the Decades

By Jimmy Cornell

The launch of the first
transatlantic rally in 1986
changed the global sailing l
scene forever, and as
founder of the concept, it
is one of the main
achievements of my life.

ATLANTIC OCEAN

aN7T0 DNISINHD ATHOM

The transatlantic route of the Atlantic Rally for
Cruisers covers 2,700 nautical miles from Las

From the ver
Y Palmas de Gran Canaria to Rodney Bay, St. Lucia.

beginning, one of the
primary aims of the ARC
was to provide a framework of safety and support to sailors who lacked
offshore experience, and this continues to be one of its main attractions. This
factor alone is a great incentive to join a trans-ocean rally for those who do
not have offshore sailing experience.

The immediate success of the annual ARC inspired similar rallies all over
the world and I am credited with having conceived the idea. One of the main
advantages of cruising rallies, whether across an ocean or around the world,
is that the organisers take care of formalities, docking, weather and routing
information, transits of the Panama and Suez Canals — essentially, all
logistical matters involved in an offshore event of this nature, more recently
including satellite tracking of the fleet while on passage.

There is also the safety-in-numbers factor and being able to get help or
advice in an emergency from fellow participants. A fixed schedule imposes a
certain discipline. As some of the participants are businesspeople, retired or
close to retirement, they appreciate this aspect and the fact that they can
delegate responsibility, as they normally did in their professional lives.

There have been many changes in the 27 years since I stopped my
involvement with the ARC. What I find most objectionable is that what
started as an event for cruising sailors has been allowed to become a
convenient backdrop for racing boats, their owners boasting to have been
successful in the largest trans-ocean event in the world.

Nonetheless, such rallies continue to provide their participants not only the
opportunity to cross the oceans in safety, but also to come in contact with the
people of the countries visited.

The various prestart activities of these events constitute another attraction.
There are preparatory seminars on practical matters, safety demonstrations,
exclusive forums for female participants, various activities for children, as
well as excursions to local attractions.

The success of the ARC served as an inspiration for the first round-the-
world rally in 1991. Having briefly mentioned the idea to a number of ARC
participants, by the late 1980s I knew that such a rally was feasible. This was
instantly confirmed when the project was launched and the maximum
number of participants (40 yachts over 40 feet) was quickly reached and a
waiting list started.

TTINHOO AWNWIP ASTLHNOO

Starting line at the first ARC in 1986

Circumnavigator Jimmy Cornell, rally founder

The route and timing of that rally was chosen carefully to take advantage of
favorable seasons and weather conditions along the projected route. This has
continued to be the basic rule in all the world rallies since.

—Continued on page 16
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From tenders to adventure boats, AB Inflatables
paired with Suzuki's legendary engineering deliver
the perfect balance of efficiency and fun.

PACKAGES AVAILABLE NOW @NORTH YACHT SHOP

Authorized AB Inflatable &
Suzuki Marine Deadler

+1473-423-1201
info@northyachtshop.com

Clarkes Court Boatyard and
Marina, Woburn, St. George,
Grenada,W.
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Looking back to the first ARC in
1986, and the nearly 50 sailing
events that have followed, I am
very happy that my rallies have
provided the framework that has
allowed so many sailors to cross
the oceans in safety. It is a great
satisfaction to know that sailors
in those events have had the
opportunity to come in close
contact with the people of the
countries visited in a spirit of
friendship and goodwill.

Most importantly, the rallies
have given thousands of sailors
the chance to enjoy the beauty of

the world and its oceans before
the catastrophic changes that are

now threatening our planet. Compass in January 2016.

To learn more about activities
and publications by ocean voyager Jimmy Cornell, log on to cornellsailing.com.

High Latitude Challenge
To mark the 40th anniversary of the ARC transatlantic rally, I've launched

The 30th ARC was the coverofthe Caribbean

The Bluewater Journeys of Jimmy Cornell

38 transatlantic rallies
2 transpacific rallies
6 round the world rallies:

-1991-1992

-1994-1995

- Expo 98 1997-1998

- Millennium Odyssey 1998 - 2000

- Blue Planet Odyssey 2014 - 2017

- World Odyssey 2021 - 2024
Hong Kong Challenge round the world race 1995 - 1997

ARC’s Happy Repeat Offenders

By Elaine Lembo
Sandvita (SWE)
Beneteau First 47.7

Lars Hedman

an event aimed at anyone interested in joining other like-minded sailors on a
voyage to the exciting high-latitude destinations of Antarctica and the
Northwest Passage. The route of the High Latitude Challenge is timed to

Lars sailed in the ARC 15 times before 2025, including as owner and skipper
of Sandvita, a Beneteau First 477, every year since 2014, and as skipper of
Thindra, a Swan 59, for three years from 2009.

benefit from favorable wind and weather conditions, as well as safe seasons.
Two essential factors that were taken into account are the best time to sail to
Antarctica (January-February), and to transit the NW Passage (July-August).
Equally critical is avoiding the tropical storm seasons in both hemispheres.

The resulting clockwise route, starting in September 2026 from Cherbourg, in
France, is timed to encounter favorable conditions throughout. cornellsailing.

com/high-latitude-challenge-2026-2027 —J.C.

Adrenalina (GBR)
J/130

Gill and Lisa Duncan
Gill Duncan sailed as a child in ARC 1991 with his parents on their Ovni 45,

—Continued on page 17
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Tin Lizzie. Gill's father knew ARC founder Jimmy Cornell well; they each
bought aluminium-hulled Ovnis at the same time and remained in
communication with one another about the boats over the years. As an
adult, Gill sailed as skipper in ARC 2012 on the Grand Soleil 52 Fabiola,
and in 2025 returned with wife, Lisa, and friends aboard Adrenalina, a
J/130. Crewmate Stephen Robinson is an experienced cruiser/racer,
former medical officer, and another ARC veteran.

The Duncans love the sense of security that they get from sailing with
the rally. “It always amazes me that 150 boats leaving from the same spot
and arriving at the same spot can disappear after 23 hours at sea, spread
across a stream toward the Caribbean, by the Atlantic. It makes you
realize how small we are.”

He adds: “We felt we didn't need the ARC to cross the Atlantic, but we
wouldn't have considered doing it outside the ARC. We love the social
side of it. We are godparents to a 2012 ARC-couple’s daughter. I tell
everyone that it is simply the best way to cross the Atlantic. Our other

great friends from the 2012 ARC are also coming back on ARC+ on Akuna,

a Nautitech 40 cat. Last time they crossed as newlyweds, this time with
their three kids.”

Madrigal (USA)
Farr 50 pilothouse
John and Angela DiMatteo

John and Angela DiMatteo circumnavigated with World ARC 2018-19
and completed a transatlantic with ARC Europe 2022. After three years
cruising the Mediterranean, they are returning to the Caribbean.

“World Cruising Club’s World ARC program allowed me to go from
working full time as a partner in a large New York City law firm to sailing
around the world with my wife in six months, without a professional
crew,” DiMatteo says.
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Sandvita skipper Lars Hedman has sailed the ARC 16 times.

“Simply the best way to cross the Atlantic.”
— Gill Duncan

HARTMAN COVE

MARINE SERVICES

Hartman Cove Marine Services — yacht haul-out and dry storage
facility in the heart of Mt. Hartman Bay, Grenada. We offer safe,
secure, and reliable care for your vessel all year round.

) Technical - Mechanical Services () Dry Storage

) Electricity & Water

@) Additional Services!

/) 24 Hours Security

Our facility is equipped with a 44-ton Marine Travelift, with a beam
of 32-feet —perfectly suited to handle your vessel with ease and

efficiency.

¥ info@hartmancove.com

& www.hartmancove.com

£ Mt Hartman Bay, Lance Aux Epines , St. George's ) 1 473-405-6455
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Dominica Yachting Festival to Hold
2026 Annual Race to Mero

Story by Hank Schmitt, photos by Elaine
Lembo

You may ask, where is Mero and why is
there a race there? Mero is a small beach
community on the west coast of Dominica, 10
miles south of the waterfront town of
Portsmouth. The race is a new addition to the
annual PAYS (Portsmouth Association of
Yacht Security) Dominica Yachting Festival,
inviting cruisers to discover this Caribbean
jewel of an island that harks back to what
cruising was like in the 1970s.

The racecourse to Mero takes

sailors down the west coast of
Dominica.

The festival was started in 2016 to promote
a mooring field in Portsmouth, donated by
members of Offshore Passage Opportunities
(OPO) to encourage cruisers to not only visit,
but also to feel secure to leave their boats for
the day and explore the many natural
wonders Dominica offers. Profits from the
Sunday BBQs pay for a patrol boat to watch
over the anchorage 24/7.

Race participants anchored off
Mero

The race to Mero is to encourage the government to expand the mooring
field to Mero and install a dinghy dock so cruisers have more than one safe
place to anchor and stay longer in Dominica. Think fun race, but also, towing
your dinghy. Not only is there a race to Mero, but there is a race back to
Portsmouth on the following day after a “jump up” street party.

The race takes up only two of the seven-day event (March 24-25). Here are
more reasons to plan to be in Dominica for the whole festival, March 21-27.

+ Free mooring for the first 30 boats to sign up. There is a $100 sponsorship
per boat for the first 30 boats. The deposit (plus $100) goes toward meals,
the Indian River Tour, and van excursion. (moorings are only $12 a night all
season.)

« Free opening reception dinner on Saturday March 21.

+ Sunday and Wednesday BBQs at the PAYS
Beach Pavilion, only $25 including all the
rum punch you can drink (don't overdo it!).

« Discounted tours.

- Participate in the race to Mero and receive
a metal commemoration plaque to mount
in your nav station.

« Free closing party at prizegiving Friday
night.

See the website for a full itinerary. www.
PAYSDominica.com

o LA it & )
Post-race festivities include
parties and parades led by
island cultural groups such as
the Mahaut Bouyon Lapeau
Kabuwit drummers and
Sensay costume dancing
groups from St. Joseph.

PAYS makes it easy to visit all season long.
When you first arrive, check in at the PAYS
office. Staff will take care of customs
procedures. In many cases they clear you in
and out at the same time, a free service.
Customs fees are only about US$30 for one
week. The PAYS office also sells $12 park
passes that are required to visit all the
attractions on the island.

At previous festivals, cruisers have felt as though they must have won the
lottery when they arrived in Portsmouth, Dominica, by dumb luck and found
themselves participating in a festival program. This year, PAYS wants to make
sure there’s a full mooring field by encouraging skippers to sign up in
advance.

PAYS can take credit cards to pay for BBQs and tours when you arrive, but
cannot take deposits online. That is why Offshore Passage Opportunities is
using its website to take deposits to guarantee you a free mooring. OPO is
also sponsoring the extra $100, doubling your deposit fee. After the 30-boat
limit is reached, you may still be able to get a free mooring, but not the $100
bonus or 100 percent guarantee that there will be a mooring. Of course there
is unlimited room to anchor out for free.

Sign up at www.sailopo.com/store. If you have questions, please feel free to
email Hank at hank@sailopo.com.

Simple Things Perfectly.

Experience the ultimate in service and lifestyle at Crown Bay Marina
99 SLIPS | BERTHS UP T0 200’ | MOTORYACHTS, SAIL BOATS & CATAMARANS

CROWN ‘BAY M ARINA

St. Thomas « U.S. Virgin Islands

8168 Crown Bay Marina, Suite 528
St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands 00802
Tel: 340.774.2255 | info@crownbay.com | www.crownbay.com
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Welcome to our World

GREAT DEALS AND AFFORDABLE RATES TO CALL PORT LOUIS MARINA
YOUR HOME IN GRENADA, WI.

Owned and managed by Camper & Nicholson's Marinas, Port Louis Marina
is the full-service marina destination to visit in the southern Caribbean
for secure yacht and superyacht berthing.

Onsite facilities include:

B In berth fueling m Onsite restaurants and bar = 110v/220v shorepower

m Air conditioned amenities ~ m Concierge services m Alongside dockage available
m Free Wi-Fi m Customs and Immigration m Supermarket and Chandlery
B Swimming pool = Black water pump out within immediate vicinity

For all enquiries, please contact:

Tel: +1(473) 4537432
Email: reservations@cnportlouismarina.com
Web: www.cnmarinas.com/plm
VHF: Channel 14

TERMS & CONDITIONS

B Rates are quoted in US Dollars and berthing fees are payable on arrival. M Rates are based on a vessel staying and paying for the berth for
a consecutive number of days. M Catamarans charged at 1.5* the advertised rates. B A deposit of 10% of the value of the booking (Min US$100) is
required to secure a berth. m Deposits are refundable up to 30 days prior to the booked arrival date. = All rates subject to change.
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Sailing the Caribbean with
Horizon Yacht Charters: BVI &
St. Vincent & the Grenadines

Horizon Yacht Charters has long been recognized as one of the Caribbean'’s
premier sailing companies, offering exceptional yacht charter experiences
across two of the region’s most captivating cruising grounds: the British Virgin
Islands (BVI) and St. Vincent § the Grenadines (SVG). With bases at Nanny Cay
Marina, Tortola, and Blue Lagoon Marina, St. Vincent, Horizon provides access
to a diverse mix of scenic islands, world-class anchorages, and the warm trade
winds that make Caribbean sailing legendary.

The BVI base offers unparalleled convenience for charterers, with
everything on hand that’s required to enjoy the ideal start and end to a
vacation. Guests want for nothing at Nanny Cay thanks to the on-site
facilities and amenities including a beach, freshwater pool, spa, shops, bars
and restaurants as well as a comprehensively stocked chandlery. Sailors
head out of the fully-serviced marina to embark on line-of-sight sailing in
consistent trade winds and calm waters to iconic destinations such as The
Baths, Norman Island, Anegada and Jost Van Dyke.

In SVG, the quaint and conveniently located Blue Lagoon Hotel and Marina
offers the perfect base on the southern coast of St. Vincent. Guests can take
advantage of the boutique hotel rooms overlooking the marina, restaurant,
convenience stores and concierge services to top and tail their charter.

Sailing the Grenadines opens the door to a distinctly different, more
adventurous style of cruising - ideal for those looking for an off-the-beaten-
track experience. SVG’s chain of islands — Bequia, Mustique, Canouan, the
Tobago Cays, Union Island, and others — offers pristine anchorages, vibrant
marine life, and a sense of remoteness cherished by sailors seeking serenity
away from crowded routes. From the volcanic peaks of St. Vincent to the

turquoise horseshoe
reef of the Tobago
Cays, this region
invites exploration at
a slower, more soulful
pace.

As one of the largest
independent yacht
charter and sales
companies in the
region, Horizon
continues to expand
and innovate to meet
the evolving needs of
charter guests.

In the BVI, Horizon ushered in a dynamic new season with exciting additions
to both its bareboat and luxury crewed fleets. Recent arrivals include a
Fountaine Pajot New 44 (Maestro version) and a Jeanneau Yachts 55 joining
the bareboat fleet, and a Lagoon 55 and a Fountaine Pajot 67 headlining the
luxury crewed fleet. Each yacht represents the latest in comfort, performance,
and design.

For guests seeking something extra, Horizon has introduced the Ultimate
Captained Charter package. Available on select yachts, including the Jeanneau
Yachts 55, the package bridges the gap between a bareboat and luxury charter
with a dedicated captain, premium water toy package and upgraded 15-foot-
center-console super tender with 60-horsepower engine.

Whether chartering out of the BVI or SVG, guests can be assured of a
premium service from Horizon. Each base is staffed by an established,
knowledgeable and helpful team who care about the experiences their guests
will have. It's this level of commitment and quality of product and service that
draws charterers back to Horizon time and again.
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Parts & Power
Kubota Engine and Generator Parts & Service
Caribbean Distributor e Fish Bay, Tortola
(284) 494-2830 e info@partsandpower.com

AM Electrical Solutions

Christ Church, Barbados

parts@amesolutions.net
246-418-0325

Import Supply
Sub Base, St. Thomas
mark@importsupply.com
340-774-1679

Palm Tree Marine
Clarkes Court Boatyard,
Grenada
mike@palmtreemarine.com
473-443-7256

Caraibes Diesel Services
Marigot, St. Martin
info@caraibesdiesel.com
590-690-76-96-52

MRC Curacao
Industriepark, Curacao
kristy@mrc-carib.com

5999-738-1700

Marine Power Service
Falmouth Harbour, Antigua
info@mpsantigua.com
268-460-1851
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TROPICAL TREASURE HUNT Co:
THE UNIQUE CARIBBEAN ESCAPE

By Alex J. Coyne, photos courtesy Tropical Treasure Hunt

Escape room puzzles are popular
everywhere; however, few of them
are quite as unique as the puzzles
created by Tropical Treasure Hunt
from St. Thomas in the US Virgin
Islands. Visitors are invited to take
to the seas, solving an intricate
and picturesque quest that
includes a day charter around the
islands.

I spoke to founder Anthony
Schultz for more details.

The Story of Tropical Treasure
Hunts

The Tropical Treasure Hunt
Company started when Schultz
was looking for something fun to
do for his girlfriend’s birthday. “We
went to the beach, and I started
envisioning a treasure chest, and I
thought it would be cool if she
found love notes.”

The surprise took about 12 days
to plan, and the journey took them
to one of their favorite local beach
bars with a birthday party at the
end.

“I enjoyed it, she loved it, and
then our friends wanted a
treasure hunt, too!”

His father, a printer, helped
them to create advertising when
the business first began. “Paper,
ink, brochures: the business was
destiny, that's what it took to start
it. We started doing romantic
treasure hunts for co-workers,
then for families and small
groups, and in 2018 we went full
time.”

Schultz’s background was in
industrial psychology and data
analysis. This, he says, became
integral in designing escape
rooms and puzzles (he has
completed around 60 different
rooms) for team building and
other cooperative groups.

His love for mystery and drive
for imagination are inspired by
Walt Disney. “I grew up in Tampa,
Florida, and I've always been a
huge Disney fan.” He particularly
cites Disney's drive and
imagination. “I want to entertain
people and bring immersiveness
to the experience.”

Today, Tropical Treasure Hunt
Co. has been designated a Disney
Signature Experience.

More About Escape Puzzles
The Tropical Treasure Hunt Co.
escape rooms combine puzzle-
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Junior escape artists flex their muscles.

Egg and spoon race through a maze
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solving skills, co-operation, and a
love for solving mysteries which
are not limited to a single room
— rather, they take participants
on an island tour.

“Escape rooms get people out
of their comfort zone,” says
Schultz. “Puzzles rely on the
theme, but also rely on
teamwork,” which makes the
escape room experience great
for families, strangers, and
company team building, with a
focus on cooperative groups like
companies and schools where
solving puzzles can aid in
personal development.
“Companies and schools are the
perfect fit, because employees
and students should know
someone cares about their
development.”

Historical Caribbean events
and artifacts are part of the
whole experience. To solve one

particular puzzle, visitors

have to use a treasure map

and 1700s spyglass to find
the next location.

St. Thomas and the
surrounding islands are
incorporated, with some puzzles
going through local bars and
beaches such as Sapphire Beach.

Their storylines are creative,
and their puzzles intricate. “We
have blacklights for what's called
the enchanted torch, we have
multi-directional or
alphanumeric lockboxes, and we
have picture-based clues where
you have to read the artifacts to
figure out answers. We even have
human battleship,” he says
passionately. “People are
standing in grids, and you're
throwing a foam ball or water
balloon over a tarp to find the
opponent’s grid.”

The escape room experience
has even been converted into a
tent, which they've successfully
shipped to several hotels.

Games rely heavily on group
cooperation, and one team
member is designated as the
leader. “Think of the games from
Survivor and mix in Pirates of the
Caribbean.

They have done a handful of
proposals, “which are amazing
moments. Someone gives us an

—Continued on page 23



—Continued from page 22
engagement ring, and we put it in the treasure chest.”

People enjoy challenges that also teach them something, says Schultz. “I
wanted people to be educated on key things that have a huge impact on world
history”

The Pirates Treasure Museum (piratemuseumstthomas.com) is an
important part of this specific puzzle experience. Sometimes, he says, history
can be misunderstood — pointing to commonly inaccurate depictions of
historical pirates or scenery.

Boat Charter Treasure Hunt
“We've always thought about an escape puzzle that can go to different
islands, incorporating a yacht and sailing,” says Schultz.

Partnering with Seahorse Water Taxi, they came up with “The Salty Piracy
Adventure,” (seahorsevi.com/the-salty-piracy-adventure) an experience that
incorporates the best of the Caribbean over six months. The storyline uses
character actors, fully immersing visitors in the puzzle they have to solve.
“You're looking for the Chalice of Eternal Life, using breadcrumbs scattered
through the map,” says Schultz.

Groups begin at their store in St. Thomas, later making their way through to
its sister island via the chartered yacht. “Participants have to ‘sneak’ their way
into the museum with a tour badge, and borrow the treasure map before
starting.”

The challenge incorporates getting on the Captain’s Boat for more clues,
then returning to St. Thomas. It also includes lunch, allocating a full day for
the experience rather than the traditional 20-or-30 minute escape room.

Storylines are dramatic, immersive, and fun.

“There are a lot of different thrills, including an actor with a death scene,
and a glowing key that's been treated with a particular element that reacts
when you break the spell”

He calls it their masterpiece.

“It's a great escape room adventure that’s not limited to one room, but takes
you through the islands and museum with a live guide that’s going along and
playing the part.

The “Hunt for a cure” escape team

We’'re Hiring!

MANAGER

Palm Tree Marine -
Clarkes Court Boatyard and Marina
Woburn, St. George’s, Grenada

REQUIREMENTS

@ Background in marine diesel engines and
generators

& Good electrical and mechanical diagnostic skills
& Working knowledge of marine systems in general
& Previous experience in a supervisory role

& Good communication skills

& Good computer skills

Salary: Negotiable

To apply, email:
sim@palmtreemarine.com

DISCOVER THE WORLD
BENEATH THE WES

EMPOWER KIDS TO LEARN ABOUT OUR OCEAN

KELP’s free, downloadable marine science activities give
children the knowledge and tools to discover our oceans
and waterways - from anywhere!

Learn more at sailorsforthesea.org/KELP



Caribbean Reminiscences:
Freedom’s Child, Part Two

by Chris Doyle

Young Chris a-sail on Freedom’s Child

The first race was ideal. The course was from St. Vincent, round the
windward side of the island of Bequia to finish in Port Elizabeth. This meant
reaching on port tack, our best point of sailing, with only a few miles to
windward at the end.

Race day was fine and about 25 boats from 28 to 40 feet vied for a starting
position. The only other multihull was a 30-foot Piver trimaran. Freedom'’s
Child was a little hairy in a crowded start with her tendency for unpredictable
accelerations, so we didn't hoist the main till moments before the gun.

No sooner had we raised it than a gust swept us up to the line to make a
good start. We were confident, but we hadn't expected to pull away so
dramatically. We had a genoa up and were able to keep everything pulling
with one crew on the outrigger, our float just above the waves. We pulled
ahead, and soon were sailing at about 10 knots, while the rest of the fleet had
become specks in the distance. By the time we reached Bequia, the spectators
weren't sure whether we were in the race or not, but they cheered and waved
anyhow. The final beat was mainly on our slower tack with the outrigger
submerged, but it was difficult to work up much anxiety when the opposition
is not in sight. We scudded across the finish line in 2.5 hours, giving us ample
time to tidy the boat and walk back to the line and see the next boat arrive
half an hour later.

“That boat too fast mon,” the locals said. “There’s a move afoot to have you
made ineligible for the big prize,” one yachtsman told us. The next day was a
rest day, and we watched the local open fishing boats race with their pretty
sprit rigs and long narrow hulls, near relatives in spirit and construction to
our boat.

We went to party after party and by nightfall staggered back merrily to lie
happy on our hard wooden planks under the open sky. Then the rain came,
that heavy tropical rain that gushes like a waterfall. I abandoned ship and
jumped onto a schooner across the dock, stumbled below in the darkness to
fall over numerous sleeping bodies. I found a small place somewhere and
slept. The schooner left at 0530 but the crew were kind enough to wake me
first. I clambered out and looked at the proa in the cool early morning light.
Peter was alone on board. He lay huddled under a sail which clung tightly to
him, forming a number of creases and hollows to the contours of his body.
Each one was full of water. Beneath he lay damp, but blissfully oblivious.
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Peter and Tony: People considered us an unlikely team to go proa sailing.

We cooked coffee and scrambled eggs with Peter’s blowtorch which he
otherwise used for making gold fillings and prepared for the race back. A bad
night and lack of a decisive captain hurt. We were still at anchor by the five-
minute gun and ended up two minutes late for the start. We didn't get ahead
until south of Bequia, then suffered in the light headwinds which put us
mainly on the “wrong” tack. We dropped back, tacked too close to the shore in
a foul current, and dropped back some more. As the beat turned into a close
reach we started to pick up, but the wind was too light for high-speed sailing
and we only finished third. Still, on corrected time on the combination of two
races, we were first. Although the host club members were most hospitable,
the more loquacious of our own club’s yachtsmen were unhappy with the
results. They mumbled and muttered through the prize-giving, and one tore
his third prize up in protest.

We had won the big prize of some EC$1,000, along with a giant trophy. I had
dreams of lashing this to the bow and sailing back down with it, but alas, they
kept it. Our name was engraved later.

At first light the next day we set sail for Grenada with bright sunshine and a
strong reaching wind. We started to fly again, racing with the puffs and
pausing in the lulls, sheets of spray covering us the whole way. The tops of the
waves would smash into the crossarms, disintegrating to spume which flew
with the wind. It was a perfect sail marred only by the forehatch coming
unsecured unknown to us and the front 10 feet, which is separated by a
watertight bulkhead, filling up. She started nose-diving in a rather alarming
fashion. It did not take too long to heave to, bail and make way again,
completing the 80 odd miles in 8.5 hours. We averaged 10 knots to the north
end of Grenada.

We raced quite a lot after that but were banned from prizes unless we could
muster a class of three multihulls. We once did this but somehow got
forgotten in the prizegiving. Still, it was satisfaction enough to move fast.
Sometimes we achieved what seemed incredible speeds, overtaking a whole
racing fleet in one reach. To windward, in good winds, we could beat the
fastest racing monohull around our size. But when the winds became light,
we would lag behind and wish for better sails.

The next season’s winds were lighter. We all seemed involved in other
things, and the proa sat like a discarded toy. Eventually we mustered some
energy and took her for what was to be our last race.

This race started in St. Vincent and was to a small island called P.S.V,, some
36 miles to the south. We had real competition this time. Two new Spronk
catamarans had come on the scene. They were twin giants, 48 feet long
weighing a mere four tons and carrying, by our standards, a huge sail area.

—Continued on page 25
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One of us could crawl out and sit on the outrigger, a suggestion that was met with
derisive laughter from those who had experienced her wild ways.

—Continued from page 24

We had two things going for us. One was a spinnaker requisitioned from my
boat, the other was that the whole race was on our fast tack. Peter and I were
on our own this trip; we were unable to find anyone mad enough to sail with
us. The wind was rather light, but after the start we managed to get the
spinnaker aloft, and Peter handled its sheets from the outrigger.

The race soon broke into two. There were the multihulls and the mighty
Ticonderoga, the 72-foot Francis Herreshoff ketch, while the rest faded into
the distance. We were alongside one of the cats for a long way. Once again,
we went faster in the puffs and fell back in the lulls. But the wind dropped a
little more and she pulled steadily ahead. We stayed with Ticonderoga till we
reached Mayreau. Ticonderoga took the lee passage and we took the reef-
strewn route to windward through the Tobago Cays. The sun went in, we
aimed to cut fine around a reef, when an almighty crash indicated we had
misjudged it at eight knots.

Freedom’s Child was at a standstill. We dropped sail and inspected the
damage. The plate had been driven hard through the housing, causing a
major leak. To move the plate was impossible, so we caulked it with rags as
best we could and made sail again; one man bailing, one man steering. We
could nearly keep up with the incoming water — but not quite. As we covered
the last few miles the level rose steadily. The finishing line came into sight,
the water was up to the seats. Just to make things more difficult we now came
onto a short beat. We just made it across the line and ran her up the beach
and went to the bar. A little rum helped our attitude, and we watched the next
boat, the first monohull after Ticonderoga, arrive an hour later. Somewhat
revived, we abandoned ship, rescuing our clothes and the blowtorch, and
begged shelter on one of the cats.

The next morning, bright and early, we bailed the hull with the help of local
fishermen, who are always kind and helpful to any seafarer in trouble in the
true comradeship of the sea. They helped us bash the centerboard out of the
wreckage of its housing, and we made a temporary repair.

The weekend had been too much. We had been fairly beaten by even more
diabolical speed machines. Someone said: “Dick the maintenance man is
looking for a boat.” We cornered him as quickly as possible, hijacked him for a
trial sail to Carriacou, plied him with sales talk and completed the deal. We
returned in one of the other cats and dreamed of building the ultimate
seaworthy speed machine.

Freedom’s Child lived up to Russel Hawn's original expectations. His design
was excellent. She was a thrilling boat to sail: fast, wet and exciting, with
great surges in speed, and always a feel of being on the edge. Local fishermen
never showed any interest in the design and had soon ditched sail for
outboard engines.

She did draw a lot of attention wherever we went, and one person in St.
Vincent was inspired to build a proa of sorts, but it never seemed to sail well.
Dick sold her to a Grenadian businessman with little sailing experience, who
sadly never got round to using her, and she was left ashore in Prickly Bay,
where she rotted and was then burned to retrieve the fastenings.

37A00 SIHHO A9 ONILNIVd

)| YOURVAGHT Yo Wary

—_—

Horizon

YACHT SALES GRENADA
MORE YACHTS LISTED, MORE YACHTS SOLD

HORIZON YACHTS INTERNATIONAL URGENTLY NEED MORE YACHTS TO
SELL ON MAINLAND GRENADA AND THE ISLAND OF CARRIACQU AS
YACHTS ARE SELLING SO QUICKLY AND WE HAVE A LONG LIST OF
BUYERS WAITING. WHY ARE THEY SELLING QUICKLY? ONE REASON IS
§ THAT PEOPLE ARE ACTIVELY LOOKING TO BUY IN GRENADA, BUT ALSO
BECAUSE BUYERS VALUE OUR BROKERS HONEST, FRIENDLY AND
PROFESSIONAL APPROACH. CONTACT US!

~| Stephen Ellyatt
Yacht Sales Broker
(Carriacou)
+1 473 536 2414

-4 Steve@horizongrenada.com

Gary Haynes

Yacht Sales Manager
(Grenada)

+1 473 415 0431
gary@horizongrenada.com

www.horizonyachtsgrenada.com
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GUARDIANAGE
BOAT WATCH

MARINE
ENGINEERING

PROJECT
MANAGEMENT

PLUS STORAGE, PARTS FOR SALE, AND MUCH MORE

James Pascall leads our friendly ABYC trained
professionals who are here to assist with every marine
and mechanical engineering need. No job is too big or

too small. We are also dealers for Rainman
Watermakers , have Volvo and Yanmar ABYC trained
engineers with over 15 years experience, and are
experts with Cummins and Onan Generators.

JAMES@HORIZONGRENADA.COM - 1 (473) 439 1000
WWW . HORIZONYACHTSGRENADA.COM



WHAT’S ON MY MIND

“Yellow Flagging” It Is Ill-Advised

by Chevanev Charles

Editor’s note: Readers often ask about the legality of the common practice of
‘'yellow flagging it” through the islands — that is, dropping anchor in the waters of a
country where you have not cleared Customs and Immigration, spending the night
aboard with the yellow “Q” flag raised without going ashore, and then sailing out of
that country’s waters without clearing in. As one correspondent wrote:

“Let’s imagine that I've checked out of Customs and Immigration in Bequia and
am setting out for the French island of Martinique. An average boat speed of six
knots or so sees me off the northern end of St. Lucia at dusk. I've no wish to go
ashore, so I drop the hook in Rodney Bay to get a good night’s sleep, making sure
that I fly the Q flag under the starboard spreaders.

“The question is, am I operating in accordance with International Maritime Law?”

We've always answered this question to the best of our ability, but we aren't “sea
lawyers,” so we're glad to now be able to share this response from Mr. Chevanev
Charles, a maritime lawyer at the Temple Stoke (www.templestoke.com) firm based
in St. Vincent & the Grenadines. Temple Stoke also offers immigration law services
from its New York office.

Simple answer: It is ill-advised to make a habit of slipping in and out of a
country'’s territorial waters without clearing.

From a historical perspective, the “Q” or quarantine flag was the shipping
sector’s preventive measure against the spread of infectious diseases. The
principles of contagion were understood and with few effective technological
and medical standards, the quarantine flag was one of a variety of measures to
separate clearly or suspected sick individuals or disease carriers from
uninfected people.

In a modern context, the purpose of the Q flag is slightly different. It is a
declaration that your ship is free from diseases that may require confinement
and it is a signal to port authorities that you would like to be boarded and
inspected requesting “free pratique.” Or it signals the intention to disembark,
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Clarkes Court Boatyard and
Marina, Woburn, St. George,
Grenada,W.I
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5 usually via dinghy or water taxi, and pass
through Customs and Immigration
ashore. “Free pratique” is essentially the
license for a ship to enter a port on the
assurance that she is free from
contagious diseases.

If you aren't asking to be boarded and
inspected, or aren't signaling your
intention to go ashore and clear customs
and immigration, you shouldn't be flying
the Q flag.

It is useful to consider that flag
etiquette is actually a (sometimes
indecipherable) combination of law and
maritime tradition. Because most
countries have slight differences and
requirements in their law, and some actually have vague or no law on the
subject, it is best to go with tradition and when in doubt, please contact the
authorities of that nation on VHF. Being non-conversant of your obligations
could lead you to cause unnecessary insult by giving mixed signals or could lead
you to a fine for breaking the law.

The author practices maritime and
immigration law in St. Vincent and
the Grenadines and in New York.

Not all countries are bothered with the use of the flag but theoretically the Q flag
should be flown as soon as the yacht has entered territorial waters of a country. In
the case of Antigua, for example, the Q flag is flown before clearing in (i.e. going
through customs) and the courtesy flag is flown only after customs is cleared.

Territorial water limits are enshrined in the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea (LOSC, Art. 3) to which the majority of Caribbean islands
have acceded. In essence, the territorial water limits are 12 nautical miles from
the shoreline. For countries that are archipelagoes, like St. Vincent & the
Grenadines, this limit starts from invisible lines that envelop all the islands
under their jurisdiction.

While some countries are lax on their enforcement, one must be mindful that
not all are lax and it is against port regulations and policy in many Caribbean
islands to slip in and out unnoticed.

Based on several conversations with port officials in Antigua & Barbuda as well
as St. Vincent & the Grenadines, it is best to contact the authorities of the country
you are approaching on VHF radio to avoid misunderstandings.

On approach, hoist your Q flag, even if you arrive outside working hours and
have to anchor; you must wait until the next working day with the Q flag up to
clear in. You should come ashore in your dinghy or take a water taxi in. Then you
clear customs and immigration. The documentation you are given will be useful
to avoid increasingly hefty fines levied on those intercepted leaving the island
without clearing in. When you have cleared customs and immigration you can
head back to your yacht. You should then lower the Q flag and hoist the courtesy
flag of that nation. In most islands of the southern Caribbean port officials will
likely be checking to see if all yachts have cleared in, as this is a source of
revenue, and will remind you if your Q flag is left up.

It is useful to note that some islands’ ports can be very particular about the
courtesy flag. For example, in Barbuda a clean and appropriately sized courtesy
flag is expected to be flying after you have cleared customs. The courtesy flag
should be flown from the starboard spreader in a position above any other flag.
The courtesy flag should be, ideally, without imperfection as many take offense
to torn or disproportionately sized flags.

It is also acceptable to fly both the courtesy flag and Q flag before clearing
customs. However, flying only the courtesy flag before clearing is not advisable
and also against maritime tradition, and in many jurisdictions is against the law.

Chevanev Charles is joining the Compass team with a series of articles on issues
of maritime law relevant to sailing community. If you have any questions of general
interest, send them in and we'll see that he gets them. For more information, Mr.
Charles can be contacted at ccharles@templestoke.com. These articles are legal
information and should not be seen as legal advice. You should consult with an
attorney or appropriate port officials before you rely on this information.
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Update: The Hub Collective,
Bequia

Bequia's arts and culture center has
been regrouping after Beryl, refining
its mission around three pillars: arts,
healing, and the environment.

Healing Together. After Hurricane
Beryl swept through the Southern
Grenadines in July 2024, The Hub, in
partnership with MindTHRIVE Co. and
supported by Sol Relief, launched the
pilot phase of Healing Together in
mMid-2025. Activities included
Psychological First Aid (PFA)
workshops for community leaders and first responders, as well as
one-on-one counselling sessions. The response was strong across
Union Island, Mayreau, and Bequia, with sessions quickly filling up with
educators, frontline workers, and families.

Colin Peters and friend outside The
Hub

Healing Together has been awarded CAD $50,000 by the Government
of Canada through the Canada Fund for Local Initiatives (CFLI) to
expand its reach. Running from August 2025 to February 2026, the
program will extend across Union Island, Mayreau, Canouan, and
Bequia.

Bush Medicine Revival, Honoring Heritage, Healing, and Ecology is a
three-pronged initiative that interweaves cultural heritage, ecological
knowledge, healing systems, and sustainable community
development across the Grenadines. Project organizers recognize that
preserving traditional practices is essential to building resilient futures.

Find The Hub Collective at thehubsvg.com.

BUSINESS BRIEFS

Delivery Captain Announces
Release of Marine Ledger

Marine Ledger, a new mobile
application developed to support
captains, crew and private boat owners
in the daily management of their
vessels, is available for download.

Marine Ledger consolidates several
practical functions used during real
onboard operations: voyage logs,
expense tracking, GPS-tagged entries, >
maintenance and service records, Marine Ledger on deck!
document storage and crew notes. The
app is designed to work fully offline, allowing owners and captains to
maintain accurate records during ocean passages or when operating
in areas with limited connectivity.

For information check out marine-ledger.com or delivery-captain.
com.

Jolly Harbour Marina Announces
Staff Changes

Jo Lucas, who has been with Jolly
Harbour Marina and Boatyard in
Antigua for 18 years, 10 as general
manager and financial controller,
entered partial retirement at the end of
December 2025.

Ronald Silencieux will be interim
assistant general manager, working
alongside Lucas until the end of June
2026. Silencieux brings an array of
experience in IT, facilities, and sales.
Jolly Harbour, now with expanded
facilities to accommodate monohulls
and catamarans, also welcomed two
new staff to better serve customers.

assistant

Interim
Ronald Silencieux

manager
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Voted BEST Marine Service
& Marina in the Virgin Islands!

AWLGRIP

MERCURY XIinterlux. SYSTEM

PREMIUM YACHT FINISHES

*  Mercury Dealership

*  Full Chandlery

*  Dockage — 22 fixed slips

* 9 Available Moorings

*  Maximum vessel size: 125 Feet
* 40 Ton, 17.5" Max Beam Travelift
*  Marine Store and Yard Services
*  Haul and Launch

*  Fuel Dock - Gasoline and Diesel
* WIFI

*  Washrooms and Showers

* lce and Beverages

St. Croix Marine

I 17° 44" 54.0" N. 64° 41" 52.5" W I

5063 Gallows Bay, Christiansted, VI 00820
Tel: 340-773-0289 | Hail VHF 16
info@stcroixmarinecenter.com
www.StCroixMarineCenter.com
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A Year Full of Fun!

by Tad Richards

Editor’s note: As of 2026, the Caribbean Compass annual events calendar,
traditionally printed in the January issue, will now live online. This shift reflects
how sailors, travelers, and readers use the calendar today. They seek quick,
reliable, always-current information. Hosting it digitally allows access at any
time, from anywhere, and ensures the listings stay accurate as events are
added, rescheduled, or occasionally cancelled. Moving the calendar online frees
up valuable print space for the stories, photography, and reporting Compass
readers value most. You'll find the current calendar at the website link
(ccrribbeancompass.com/caribbean—events-calendar) and at the QR code on
page 3.

January

1 New Year's Day — public holiday in many
territories.

1 Annual Festival Parade, Montserrat.

visitmontserrat.com/festivals
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1 Guloya Festival, San Pedro de Macoris,
Dominican Republic.
bodyondsoulintemotional.oom/

Carnival is a year-
activities/3523-guloya-festival-2026

round event in the

Ancestry Day, Haiti. Caribbean.

2-4 St. Croix Crucian Carnival: Children’s parade;
Jan. 3 — Adults parade; food, arts and crafts
fair. stcroixtourism.com/christmas_festivall

3 Wolf Moon (full moon)
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Guadeloupe Carnival opening festivities ey
(carnival continues through February). o e

carnivalvibez.com/guadeloupe-carnival/ English Harbour from

Shirley Heights
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6 Three Kings Day — public holiday in Puerto
Rico and Dominican Republic.

9-19 St. Barths Music Festival. stbarthmusicfestival. é
com %‘

10 Start of World ARC, St. Lucia. worldcruising. %
com

10-11 One Nation Music Festival, Antigua

Recreation Ground, Antigua

10-18 Feb Mas Domnik, Dominica. avirtualdominica.
com/project/carnival-in-dominica

10-31 The Arts Show, CMCarts, St. Croix (opening

reception January 10). https://www.cmcarts.
org/event-details/the-art-show-2026?

Caribbean Multihull

n RORC Transatlantic Race departs Canary Challenge Jamboree

Islands bound for Antigua. rorctransatlantic.
rorc.org

11 - Feb 17 Aruba Carnival. visitaruba.com/things-to-do/
aruba-events/aruba-carnival-season/

- g——

14-19 Cayman Cookout, Ritz-Carlton, Grand
Cayman. caymancookout.com

T3HOW SN3HNVI®

15 Martin Luther King Jr. Day — public holiday in
USVI & Puerto Rico.

15-18 Fiestas de la Calle San Sebastidan, Old San
Juan, Puerto Rico. disooverpuertorico.oom/
info/fiestas-de-la-calle-san-sebastian

March: Heineken
Regatta, St. Maarten

15-22 Barbados Sailing Week, including Mount Gay Round Barbados Race,
coastal races and youth dinghy races. roundbarbados.com

16-18 Antigua Yacht Club RS Elite small keelboat regatta. ABYMA.ag
Painkiller Cup, Tortola, BVI. painkillercupbvi.com
Rebel Salute, Plantation Cove, Jamaica. rebelsalutejamaica.com

Martin Luther King Regatta, St. Thomas. stthomasyachtclub.org/sailing/
regattas/mlk-regatta

Oyster World Rally, Antigua. oysteryachts.com/events

Public holiday in Dominican Republic (Our Lady of Altagracia)
21 Public holiday in Barbados (Errol Barrow Day).

21-4 Feb Mustique Blues Festival, Basil's Bar. basilsbar.com/whats-on

23-24 Ocaso Festival, Jaco, Costa Rica. musicfestivalwizard.com/festival-

guide/costa-rica/
24 Antigua Yacht Club Sandy Island Race. ABYMA.org
24-1Feb Bequia Music Festival. bequiamusicfestival.com

25 Public holiday in Aruba (Betico Croes Day) and in Cayman Islands
(National Heroes Day).

25-30 Pure Grenada Sailing Week, Port Louis Marina, Grenada.

grenadasailingweek.com
25-2 Feb Bequia Music Festival. bequiamusicfestival.com
26 Public holiday in Dominican Republic (Duarte Day)
26-30

27-31 Carib Wind Laser ILCA Training Cabarete, Dominican Republic.
caribwind.com

28 Public holiday in Cuba (Birthday of José Marti)
29-1Feb Caribbean Multihull Challenge. caribbeanmultihullchallenge.com

Spice Island Billfish Tournament, Port Louis Maring, Grenada. sibtgd.com

31 CMC Great Bay Beach and Boardwalk Jamboree.
caribbeanmultihullchallenge.com/jamboree/

TBA Antigua Yacht Club mini-regatta. antiguayachtclub.
com/calendar.

Find the 2026 Calendar at caribbeancompass.com/
caribbean-events-calendar/

Gwen Robic A |\ &
Catamaran Brokerage Sales

IEI:‘FM'EE Lagoon Marina, Cole Bay, Sint-Maarten Caribbean

=
ﬂ%’h @ gwen@catamaranbrokerage.com
M @ Cell: +590.690.842.500 / Call / Text / WhatsApp

= 1L g8y https://catamaranbrokerage.com
O @
K_/ View Our Current Listings
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It's Not Just a Destination, It's An Experience

® Restaurant ® Bar @ Yacht Provisions @
Daily Hours 11 am - 9 pm

VHF channel 16
© Whatsapp +1 (473)404-0415
4" TikTok @paradisecarriacou
8 |G @paradisebeachcarriacou
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Pf}rtSt Charles, a luxury marina on Barbados’s northwest

Barbados

Story and photos by Lexi Fisher and Chris Doyle

These days, Barbados is more often associated with pop superstar Rihanna
than it is with cruising and sailing, and while her childhood home in
downtown Bridgetown certainly draws a crowd, Barbados also offers some
interesting and worthwhile sailing, for those willing to go out of their way to
get there.

Though often grouped with the
Windward Islands, Barbados is a
geographic anomaly in the Eastern
Caribbean. Ninety miles to the east of St.
Vincent, it is way outside the arc of the
other islands and straight to windward. It
is the only island in the Eastern
Caribbean that is not volcanic. It is the - :
top of a buckle in the seabed that got The Barbados Yacht Club is in
pushed above the surface during tectonic Bridgetown, on Bay Street along
plate movement. At a later period, it was  Carlisle Bay.
largely submerged, which gave it a heavy
limestone capping; it then rose again to
form a relatively flat island (the highest
hills are about a thousand feet) with
spectacularly beautiful white sand
beaches.

The island is 21 miles long by 14 miles
wide. It is an orderly country with a
gentle

s

Barbados fishermen venture far

out to sea in all conditions.
topography of rolling hills and green

fields. Under British rule for over 300
years, it is often called Little England.
Barbados became independent in 1966
and is today a stable parliamentary
democracy and active member of the
Commonwealth. It is a relatively affluent
country. The driving force of the
economy is tourism, and this has fueled
many other light industries, including
printing and light manufacturing. The
second largest source of revenue for
Barbados is its overseas financial services sector.

The Careenage is Bridgetown's
historic inner harbor, a landmark
right in the heart of the capital.

In the days of sail, especially in the days of square-rigged ships, it was very
hard to reach Barbados from the rest of the island chain, which helped it stay
outside the battles between the British and French that characterized the
history of most of the other islands.

Left to their own devices, English-speaking Bajans evolved the most
distinctive accent in the region. It is a pleasant, friendly sound, thick enough
to cut with a cutlass. After you have spent a while here, you will recognize a
Bajan anywhere else in the world as soon as they speak.

Bajans count among the finest seamen in the Caribbean. Their fishermen
venture far out to sea in all conditions. For their yachtspeople, visiting any
other destination and getting home involves serious windward work in the
open ocean, with seas often rougher than those in the island chain. There is
usually a foul current to deal with as well. I am always amazed at the casual
way Bajan yacht crews turn up for races throughout the Caribbean, then think
nothing of beating their way back afterward, a trip that would give most of us
considerable pause.

ISLAND SPOTLIGHT

£ - Ed

Barbados was claimed for England in 1625 by one
Captain John Powell and colonized two years later
by his brother Henry, with a party of 80 settlers
and 10 enslaved people. During the early years of
settlement, Barbados had many small farmers, but
around 1650, the advent of sugar brought about a
sharp change. Small holdings were bought up by
the wealthier landowners, who imported enslaved
people and created an immensely rich plantocracy
that lasted for several centuries.

BARBADOS

A A wl

Slavery was abolished in 1834, but power to the
people only became a reality in the 1930s and '40s,  |..
long after sugar had become a far less profitable ’ S
industry. It happened as a result of class struggle,
with the formation of labor unions, serious unrest,
and street riots.

Doyle Guide chart of
Barbados

As the sugar industry declined, tourism evolved to take its place. The island
is flat enough that a large airport required no special feats of engineering,
and, unlike square riggers, jet planes have no problem getting here.
Barbados’s quiet beauty, dreamy beaches, and pleasant climate make it a
natural for tourism, and Barbados was the first of the eastern Caribbean
islands to develop this industry on such an intensive scale.

As aresult, there is plenty to do here, with many types of restaurants and
shops, lots of nightlife, and plenty of roadside attractions. The people are very
welcoming; they understand the value of visitors and treat them well. While
the south and west coast are heavily built up to cater to this industry, if you
head to the northeast or the center of the island, you soon get away from it
all.

It is well worth visiting Barbados, but from a yachting perspective, it can be
a challenging trip from the other islands. For Europeans, it makes a lot of
sense to make Barbados your first landfall as you come across the Atlantic.
However you get here, you can be sure of enjoying your stay.

Barbados Entry and Exit Procedures

Ports of Entry:
There are two ports of entry: Bridgetown to the south and Port St.
Charles to the north.

Advance Paperwork:
All visiting yachts should pre-register with SailClear prior to arrival.
For visitors from many countries, a visa is not required.

Entry Process:

On arrival the captain should proceed to the Health, Immigration and
then Customs offices with the SailClear notification ID number, crew
passports and boat paperwork. A cruising permit is needed to move
between anchorages.

Exit Process:
Same as the entry process, but the order is Port Authority, Customs
and then Immigration. Outbound clearance is valid for 24 hours.

Rates:
Clearance fees are paid upon departure and are $100 Barbados dollars
($50USD).

Check www.noonsite.com/place/barbados/view/clearance for more
detailed information and updates. This information is provided by
noonsite.com, specialists in worldwide formalities for yachts, and was
accurate at press time.

:fQ:noonsite.com

428}

This information is provided by Noonsite.com,
specialists in worldwide formalities for yachts,
and was accurate at press time.
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MID ATLANTIC
YACHT SERVICES

PT-9900-144 HORTA / FAIAL, AZORES

Providing all vital services to
Trans-Atlantic Yachts!
Incl. Chandlery, Charts, Pilots, Rigging
EU-VAT (16%) importation
TEL +351 292 391616
Junes@mail.telepac.pt

www.midatlanticyachtservices.com

Caribbean-wide

FEEL THE FREEDOM

* Independent Self
Steering Windvane

* Emergency Rudder
* Install off center
* Catamarans too!

“ » HYDROVANE »

STEERING THE DREAM

www.hydrovane.com

Looking For Crew?
SailOPO.com

Want to Crew?
SailOPO.com

For 30 Years,
The US Leading Crew Network
for short deliveries, or long
offshore passages

631-423-4988
HANK@SAILOPO.COM

Grenada

NEILPRYDE Sails
Grenada

NEILPRYDE

Check out our website or contact us directly
for a competitive quote on rugged and
well-built sails that are well suited to the
harsh environment of the charter trade

and blue water cruising.

Jeff Fisher — Grenada (473) 407 6355
www.neilprydesails.com

Grenada

CARIBBEAN COMPASS MARKETPLACE

SVG

seldom seen
A RT arty boutique
backstage ART
gallery
FA B locally made
wearable art
R I K handpainted
batik
workshop

shop on famous Youngstreet
www . artfabrikgrenada.com 473 440 0568

il'URBULENCELtd @
P> (473) 430 4495

info@turbulenceltd.com POYLE

www.turbulenceltd.com

SAILVMIAKERS

PROVEN QUALITY
FIVE YEARS /50,000 MILES GUARANTEED

Good for the economy
Made right here in the Caribbean

Minimal Co2 Print No International Air Freight

Saint Kitts & Nevis

GRENADINES SAILS &
CANVAS * BEQUIA -

NEW SAILS, SAIL REPAIRS, U/V COVERS
BIMINI, DODGERS, AWNINGS,
DINGHY COVERS, UPHOLSTERY
TRAMPOLINES, STACKPACKS
& LAZY JACK SYSTEMS
FOR MAJOR PROJECTS, REQUIRING 3

OR MORE DAYS, PLEASE CONTACT US
AT LEAST 2 WEEKS IN ADVANCE.

BEST CUSTOM-MADE DINGHY CHAPS

Located northern side of Admiralty Bay

Tel 1.784.530.7784 or 1.784.593.0723 (whatsapp)
gsailsbequia@gmail.com

Monday—Frlddv
8:00 AM #4:30 PI

Industrial Park
Basseterre
Tel:1.869.466.0026

The Caribbil © 1.860.660.8033
Leading Chandlery budgetmarine.com

SVG

PIZZA AND KITCHEN

A local restaurant with an exquisite menu
consisting of pizzas, and local &
international cuisine.

& The Belmont Wolkwoy Bequia
&, +784-458-3474

(© macspizzabequia
<

Live entertainment with a full bar offering
cocktails and a large selection of wine

Open 7 days a week for dining and takeout

..Formal Marine Litter System
Mayreau .ngc: Fiayﬁ;l::r;:e":a:-l;ﬂt;\:non Island

The Southern Grenadines Water Taxi Association
through grant from the Global Environment Facility-
Small Grants Program has put in place a formal
marine garbage collection and disposal system in the
marine park to protect the marine environment from
the amount of garbage entering the sea.
Use the sytem and be a part of promoting a clean & healthy environment for all!
On Call - 532-3822 for more info: https://www.facebook com /sqwta

WWW.HAPPYKITEGRENADINES.COM
(O+1 784 495 8695

KITESURF
KITEFOIL
WINGFOIL

LESSONS
RENTAL

WE OFFER

» Grocery Shopping / Personal pick-up
(with delivery to your dock)

* Argyle International Airport direct shuttle
(starting from EC$30)

* Bill payments
LAC Services App (Google App Store)
Tel: (784) 527-3082, (784) 492-9983
E-mail: lacservices@lacsvg.com

CONTINUE ON THE NEXTPAGE ———»>
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Trinidad For Sale
7 yerboal ' OCEAN CRUISING CATAMARAN READY TO GO
* 60 Ton Hoist ANYWHERE
o Fuel Dock ' | ’ Superb Dean
* Yacht Storage Soﬁ'hb:fﬁclg to

current owners’

specification
1999. One owner,
circumnavigated
twice, extremely

spacious

and comfortable. 4 cabins and heads, large saloon,
meticulously maintained. based in Barbados at private
berth in Port St Charles Marina. Asking US $220,000-00
I_ _l “must be seen!” For more detail/pictures contact the

owner direct, Howard Taylor.
THIS COULD BE E mail: - Howard@alliedexport.co.uk
YOUR MARKET PLACE AD | WhatsApp +44 7831 309309
shellese @caribbeancompass.com

W * Apartments

e Stern-to Docking

Power Boats © Dockside Food Mart

"the Place for Yachts" Boaters shop

Power Boats Mutual Facilities Ltd. | Tel 868.634.4303 | Fax 868.634.4327
PO Box 3163, Carenage, Trinidad, WI | Email pomfl@powerboats.co.tt

A Passport
to Paradise
in Your Inbox

@

.
C AR1BBEAN

,. ]Cf,‘.:‘MPASS- McINTYRE BROS. LTD.

True Blue, St George’s Grenada
Call 1 (473) 444 3944 macford@spiceisle.com
/_’—_-

- —
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YAMAHA a’/ " @YAMAHA a
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GRENADA

/2evs Your Heal T

We service what we sell!
2 & 4-Stroke Engines  Genuine Parts & Service
Yamaha Certified Technicians
Duty free deliveries & reliable service for Yachts
Honda, Mazda and Ford Dealership
Vehicle Sales & Service

N merieascafe@gmaﬂ.com Book your Car rentals & Island Tours with us
Discover Grenada with

© 1-784-498-8551 Caribbean Horizons Tours & Services

J 1_758_488_6832 info@caribbeanhorizons.com

www.caribbeanhorizons.com
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Island Performance You Gan Feel.
Water World Reliability You Don’t Have
e T . to Think About.
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. stDavid’s Harbour + 473 445 1025
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